
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE CONGREGATION 
:or the F'rai1ciscan Sisters iii. Germany ill 1860 is being celebrated this year and as 
_JJart of the observance, the Mother General and her companion from the Mother-
,·house in Paderborn, ·westphali~ Germa~y, are touring institutions in the American 

· 'Province. This week tL1:y ., ___ ;3 : t 5 t. Francis Hospital. Shown compal'ing notes on 
operation of hospit~ds in Germany and the United 6'~ "¢i·e, from the I~ 5 ister 

:.M. Virgili'a, a.d111inistrator at St. Francis; Sister M. M,l~rJL..Ric, compan· > the 
:Mother General; the Rev. Mother M. Anel"ia, Molher CE11eAf1,. and the J:=:.e. [other 
M. Flol'ina_, Pl'ovincial from the Motherhouse at Whea ill. 

l4 CAPE GIRARDEAU SOUTHEAST MISSOURIAN I 
_ ·--~ F~!E.AY: EV~BING, JUNE 24. 1"$0. _ I 

HOSPITAL institution5 ·in that country were! 
.. · · _ / all destroyed by the lPalk ·Law 1 

and then by wars and also many · 
(Continued from pagl! 1.) of the _men were drafted into ' 

The hospital building ·was far service. 
from being under roof and the Shortage of Nurses. 
Sisters were ·without a home. There is a definite shortage ·of 
However, they were· given assist- ·registered nurses in that .coun- : 
ance by the Sisters of Notre try, as here, the Rev. Mother em- ' 
Dame, who were in charge of the phasized . Because of the educa- , 
parish school. tional · system, it would be hard : 

Eight niore · Sisters 'were sent to compare salaries of hospital : 
to this country as the hospital employes. However, a registered j 
was completed in 1873. Shortly nurse in Germany will average a 
afterward, it s destroyed l)y salary of $60 per month in Amer-
fire and the · Jital of St. Pius ican money plus co1i1pl.ete main-
in St. Louis , apencd, followed tenance including board, laundry, 
by St. Antho: meals and such. Other employes' 

To fa,.,e in 187!>. pay will vary with their ability. 
J f. f' ld f l b t .d The Rev. M.other s t a t e d it 

T 1e ·· 1rst · ie O · 3 or ou 81 e would be almost impossible to 
of St. Louis came to the Francis• compare cost of operation o:I' the 
can Sisters through the :influence institutions in the two countries. 
of the Rev• ·Joseph Schmidt, · then As socialized medicine· is the 
pastor of St. Mary's Church here practice in Germany, therefore, 
in Cape Girardeau. In September, there is no medical or hospitali.-
1875, three Sisters set" .out for zation insurance. The Rev. Moth-
this city to · begin hospital work er and her companion Sister will 
in . a two-story frame house · rent- be-in_ this _country severaLn1Qnths , 
ed for the purpo_se. Th~ hour_· probably until the latter· part of 
held 12 beds. In L875, · ~isters ' September. They arrived in the 
the _o,rder took O\' ,r _dut~es af/_ ,· __ United State~ on . IVI~y 12. While 
Mary s ·• School. W~le. · quali 1.~ · at St. Francis Hospital they are 
teachers, ~!1ey had difficulty rL. l guests of.. Siste1: M. Virgilia, hos-
th~ -English language, but ~e- pita! administrator, and other 
ce1vecl much help from the Sis- Sisters of the staff. 
ters of Loretto. 

Today, the Congreagation cov-
ers four provinces- .- . ~olland, 
France, Germany and America. 
There are more than 2400 Sisters 
serving in the Order. In America 

. alone, there . are 15 institutions 
' including seven hospitals, schools, 
orphanages and homes for girls . 

The Rev. Mother · Anekta · said 
, this,(::compa'res\ to :·,1,oLfo'stitutions} 
1 in" : 9erl11•?.PY ,~tlire"e".o.f ;ine~'e(~hcif}; 
·pitals.'c There· i11 ,,a',mstinctive ,1dil-

. fernce in• ;the ;Qperati9n .\of hospi-
f tals _ ip ,ihe. ~.,vo ,~oun~n·•_es_, 't~e 'pne.s ,

1 
m the '.Uruted ·Statesr oein~· much 
more pr,ogressed ·tn~f 'rt~os,!!i "ii\ 
!term any, , she ,. adtleq., ; PossibJy, ; 
-t~i,s :is:_ d)le?__:~ ;}h, ;,_f~E_l: '._~~a~ }~.~·,1 Whe
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