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SCLOSE CALL® TO LUVE AND SERVICE

Religious wvocation is a Yeloge call. Closs, mesning inbimate or
near =nd closs, neening percarious. We are no diffevent from our Old or
Hew Testanent modelse Samuel could stand up and say, "lere I am Lord®,
lloses was stopped in his tracks. Jonag turned his back so as nob to geb
involved and wound up ab the Feet of the peopls he was %o serve.

The Apostles who asked of Jesus, *there do you live?" ended up ane=
swering the invitation, "Come follow me%, The mich young men walked ae
vway sad axi Paul hod %o learm o see in a new light. The vhole of omr
life is oriembating each of us to tuvrn to Gode In an excerpt from a 17¢h
century document now populardzed in the wowds of the song "Desiderata™ it
is statedy; V..o.whether or not it is clesyr o youy no doubt the uvniverse
is unfolding as it should.”

Hother lMary Ward could not ses the unfolding of her life, She could
not have known that three eenturies afiber her death, oisters on five cone
tinents would be elaiming her as foundress of the Tuceilubte of the Blessed

Virgin I’Ial'y' ©

She lived in 1I7¢h Cenbury England, a bine o ssvere religious peises
cution. Her eall was to help preserve tl2/iuivh of her counbrymen. This
depended on proper instructions. Setiips u» schools fox This purpose was
neither lawful nor possible in her horse lande

As Abxshem of old she took hove3i away from the familierity of homs
and erossed the channsl bo Furope \here she opened schools for Dnglish
girlse To do this she needed "he riusources of psople with similar inters
est. Her life style was ciplel wfter that of the Soaicty of Jesus, which
wag not readily accepted Hy wiiureh leaders of her daye. She felt there
eould be no eloister zxd 1o external uwnifomity of dress.

The deseriptiin uno gives for her Sisters was that they be W...ohe
dowed with the zedl of Lpostles end the recollection of hermitse.” In the
concluding statenemey of owr 1973 genexal chapter in Toronto is deseribed
her legacy %0 USe

It is freedom of spirit, justices; and verity in a call to total dedie
cation, To be % ¥ ¢, in the Gospel context, to be wholly and joy-
ously available to God with all our eapacities snd energies. To be just,
thot comprehensive virtue of the 0ld Testamenk, is to crientate our lives
in rectitude toward Gody his people and the world we live in. To have
verity is o have that harmony of being that rejects all pretense. To be
vhat we appear, and to appear whait we avre," in ovder that whal ouwr minds
undershand ever more deeply of the Father, owr lips may speak and our
badies Live. It is thot "eondition of complete simplieity that eosts no
less than everything.” That dedication to God's glowy that inspires and
compels thosewho hear the ¢all to accept "any work of love and serviee”
Divine Providence unfolds ‘o them.




Song: 1. Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, Virgin mother undefiled. Sing of Cod's oun
Son most holy, Vho became her dittle child. Fairest child of fairvest nother,
God the Lord who came to earth, Word mede flesh, our very brother, takes our
nature by his birth.

2, Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, In the home =t Nagareth. Toil and lebor canmot
wearyy love enduring unto death. Constant wes the love He gave her, though
He went forth from her side forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, till on
Calvery He died.

Prayer: (Frm EGCHARTISTIC LITURGIES, John Gallen, S.J.)

Celebrent: With hearts grateful to the Lord for the food which gives us strength
and the joy which brightens our lives, let us pray:

Topether: Father you are the source of all thet is good;
from your hands come food and drink
and the blessed gifts of life and peace.
We pgather here to call on your name,
for you are near, in your word, in your psople,
in all that you have made.
We are proud thet you are humble enough
t0o walk with vs and talk with usg
your presence in our midst fills ys™with joye
And all the earth rejoices theteven, e our Gode.
Speak to us now your life~giving ord,
the word thet comes to nourdsh nd,
the word that is nob spoker Iwraine
We ask this in the neme UiJedus, your Word-made-flesh,
who is our brobher and Wir Lord today and every day,
now and forever, (Wien.

1gt Reading:s Ephesians 5:19,20

Meditation Song: Set Me aa,a Vel
2nd Reading: Philippians “ui7
AMleluia, Alleluia (Sing) "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me." Alleluia, Alleluia

Cogspel: dJohn 7:37-39
Petitions:

Renewal of Commitment: Almighlty and eternal Cod, I, ... moved with the desire of serving
you in obhers and of serving others through you, renew and confirm
with 211 wy heart my comitment to community through the vows of
celibacy, dspendence =nd obedience in the Institute of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in which I promise to promote your glory, in the neme
of the Father and of bthe Son asnd of the Holy Spirit.

GCelebrant: In the name of the Trinity I accept your vows amd promise you in the name of
God eternal life if you keep your vows and his commandments.

Bring Up Gifts:




%,

Offertory Song: Take and receive; 0 Lord my liberty.
Take all my will, my mind; ny memory.
A1l things I hold, and 211 I own ave thine.
Thine was the gift to thee I all resign.
Do thou direct and govern all and suay
Do whet thou wilt, command and I obey.
Only thy grace, thy love on me bestow
These make me rich, all else will I forgo.

Meditetion Song after Communiont: Let all that is within me cry holy. (2 times)
Holy, holy, holy is the Lamb thot was slain.
*¢? (worthy, thark you, Jesus)

Recessional: Only a Shadow





