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TO THE SLISTERS WHO KNEW MONSIGNOR DANIEL TWOLEY AT ST. PHILOMENE'S

Dear Sisters,

All of you know that Msgr. died on Jan, 17th, 1968, and was buried today, the 19th,
He had had a stroke in October, then last Sat., Jan. 13th, he fell and broke his hip.
Mr, Schuster and lir. Anhrsein and cthers who were working with him at the moment, said that
he was less concerned sboutl the pain, as he lay there awalting the ambulance, than he
was about the bother he was going to be to everyone. The hip surgery on Smaday was suo-
cessful, but on Tues, he had & heart attack. Sister Perpetua and Sr, Lucie went to the
hospital with Father Brady, but Msgr. wes unscnscious; so, "nobody said good-bye''s He
died at about 4 B.M,

Father Brady {assistant hers only since Sept.), Falbhre?'Donnell, Sr. Perpetue, and
Sr, Edwarda in their respective areas of parish atdeschcols, ccordinated swifily and ef-
ficiently with Bishoypilell and Msgr, O'Neil DitWetdy of Liturgy. We have just spent two
beautiful days of praysr together, Thursdaf Wt 5:30 was a requiem Mass in the Loretto
gym for the students. Fr., O'Bonnell inthiswhomily honored lMsgr. fw¢’ bringing the Lorettic
Nuns to Sacramento in 1949:; for his| ‘secret" care of the poor:; for his gentlensss; and
gor being a man of action rather Uhan words. "“These buildings end gmrdens that have
sprung up around us on this owoperty are a tribute o his energy. when 1 saw him in the
hospital on Sunday nighty iINfaw a men, tired, old, broken, who had given all that he had
to give." At 11:00 there was & Mass in 5t. Philomene's Church for the children;
Father Brady reminded them that Masgr. had loved all children, sspecially th;m, f;};t he
had dons his homework every night , that is he haed prepared himself for the great test
of the Judgement Day, "...and you children know what ik is to tske tests!" He said that
Msgr s last moments here were spent lying on the ground that he loved so well,
At €:500P.M, they brought Msgr's Body from Lombard‘’s Funeral Home to the church which was
packed with grieving people who had come to say the Rosary. Msgr. lay thers with his
own well-worn brown beads twined in his hands., Everyone was pleased with his appearance:
his white heir was "teased" a little bit.a.%:. the sides~<=you lnow the way it was after he
had washed it, He had a strong smile on his face, "nils whimsical self". He wors purple

vestments, the Roman oneg that he preferred, In the sanectuary werse four men who
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(father Brady explainsd to the pepple) had served Msgr's lMass & wesk-about for yesrs:
tir, Farrell, Mr. Fanning, Bob 0'Brien, end Pete Barry., BEach one of these led us in ons
decace of the bsads. Afterwards some sisters from Assumption, Presentation and St, Ann's
came TLo the convent for refreshments.

This morning &t 10:30 we took our places toward the frorfof St. Philomene’s Church .
The altar boys surrounding us had been trained by Sr. Lorraine to be classically perfect.
The pallbearers ahead of us were some of Msgr's best friends and workers: Joe Amhrein,
Art Hapus, Frsd Schuster, Matt. O'Gara, Tom Thompson, and Nick Tomich (architect whose

first church hed bsen Ste P's 3n 1955)a  The bidding wpayers werejwork f art and grace:

lir, Flowars was announcer, ir. Tom Hayss read the &pistle: 1'm sure "hat no one of the

120 priests present could boast of finer lectors in his . Mrs, Slaughter had ar=
renged the altar facing the people(berrowsd from LA re were large mhite mum arrange-
ments on the main eltar;, and good-lcoking new \esther chairs (from the re-decorated
sast sacristy) made the sanctuery dery ele 1& Perpstua had provided a lovedy
purple wreath for sach side, {

The Bizhop and 12 priests con ex the M&sslthese priest were the former assist-

the
ants here and,members of the B Consulting Board; they made an impressive sight as,
robed in various colors » they fanned »ut 2ercoss the spacious sanctuary.
Me, Dorndoff 2nd Mr. B ere with the choir, and the 120 priests and the congreg=

ation also smng. We all had requiem Mass leaflets in English, which had been arranged

" And. pelstenakikle SRlde) Bossd OPFace. snd i baan: saasklad and. stapled liv Se.
Edwarde and soms younger sisters. Msgr. lidlague , Fr, D, T%s best friend, gave the
succinet homily, "since Dan Twomey didn't like long preachments". 1twsas a forthright
eulogy given by cne who entirsly lcved and appreciated Msgr, (%ext included, I hope)
In case anyons wants his address:Rt. fev. Patrick McTague, St. Joseph Rectory,

1717 E1 Monte Ave.,, Sacramento, 958185
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This funeral day has been cne of exceptionslly warm and radiant sunshine. Sister
Perpetua had requested the County to sweep and shine up the corner of El Camino and Bell
for this day, since Msgr, has been such an important civie leader here. The altar boys
and about 30 Loretto Girls in uniforn formed a2 colorful guard of honor . Most of us
went to the cemetery where his grave is close to the statue of ths Crdclfixion CGroup
which watches over the priests' graves (there are only 3 so far). One can see the snow-
covered mountains from this point! We met Msgr's niece from L.A., and two coumins from
San Francisco, Sister Mary Teresa found the Bishop to be very democratic as he wingled
with the people for ever so long after the services at the gravesite,

Father Brady escorted us over the the hall for dinner, The place is newly decorated
and looked lovely with long tables set with real linen cloths and napiins, Mrs. Thompson
and the ladies served a delicious meal of woast beef, %4did chicken, large crispy rolls,
salad, apple ple, and burbon on the rocks, One min siid that no one would have been
happier than Msgr, that the sisters were hev'ig this treat, I thought that he would
have been proud of the magnificeni showing that his men, ladies, children priests and
sisters had made on this day before all of the clergy!

Sister Mary Teresa, who W= tie first Loretto Nun to visit here with Mother Victoring
most fittingly has been hema diring this time. Today she said that she had never seen
a ceremony click along (s e fectly as this funeral did, "And it had class'" she said,
"Oh, Brother! It had clans;” We are sorry that Sr, St. Mel isn'’t heve after her 17

— years of friendship with Msgr., Our meintenancs man Bert Vanderlsnds, scrubbed the
fountain and started the water flowing because he wanted "everybody to see what Father
had done for owr pavrish plant®,

Tomorrow we start a new era out here at St. Philomene's, but Msgrfs spixit will
stay for a long while to meet us in every buillding, patio, and garden. If he saw me
writing this he would say, "Cut it out, Cut it out.," Well, a little light has

Mlﬂi gone out in many hu.rhs' :
%«W hane Ao, MM% o 'i‘w'”“f
o dirge . Tnany Fae L«W [‘”qm“ Love to 811,
U Aellef evs /w/mﬁ a’afw o4l Sister Cawmillus
CLL,,H/ Il Mag 571 7’4./1/7%/ 75” Ubull
oot Aty 4 J’thf«:a/ valﬂc/suf&d__ T ST ,lvu(.{/TL e



TEXT OF THE HOMILY GIVEN AT MONSIGNCOR TWOMEY 'S FUNERAL BY HIS GOOD FRIEND
MSGRi PATRICh MCTAGUE, JANUARY 19, 1968

Most Rev, Bishop, Rt. Rev. and Very Rev. Monsignors, Rev., Fathers, Brothers, Sisters,
Members of the Faithful, Pesople of God and Friends of Monsignor Twomsy.

Let us begin by expressing our sympathy to lisgr. Cwomey’s relatives in this country
and abrozd, to the Bishop and the Diocess cf Sacramsnto, to thoss of his household
in St., Philomene's, to the staffs of the slementary and high sehools and to thes psople
of this parish, Indeed the Angel of Death made & diamstic visitation of the clergy of

this diocese on Jan, 17th, calling away two of its older priests on the same day (Fr.

- Fitsgerald, Pastor -of lumaculate Concepilion), something that has not happened here sinec

1902, It might be of interest that one of the priests on that oscasion was named Twomey
also, We hops to be brief, as Megr, Twomey was not forl of llong preachwents, so why in-
flict one at his funeral?

4] years ago God spoke the creative word tisl made Dan Twomay & priest of God.
Like many young men, in his student days he wd doubts about his vocation to the priest-
hood (this is the time to have these dwui‘'s und not afterwards); but having resclved
these doubts he became the great p ‘est e have known for 41 years., He poured out his
like in selfless love and servicy, ol God, and the pecple; but never consclous of being
anything but an unprofitsile svivent, He had the grest humility of the intelligently
strong. '

lle served 7 years as assistant pastor in places in the Sacramento Vallsy and Hum-

bolt County, he was given sole and full responsibility for the Lineoln Parish in Placer
County in 1934, &1l his life he adorned anything he touched, and despite Depression and
War Time he added the parish house to the plant in Lincoln. He was promoted to St. Phil-
omene's in 1947--a brand new infant parish, So:eha.s spent & little more than half of his
life as a priest among you here in St, Philomene’s. And under his guidance and leader-
ship this infent parish grew great and strong befiore God and man. He went slowly,
steadily and quietly; got property, rallied the people around him, established & school
for elementary pupils, later doubling the school (driving the school bus himself for
years) and & parish house, & convent, this great church, a girls' high school, & gym-

nasiue and library; all in the psriod of 21 years. YWithout doubt he hes besn cur most



sucesssful parish priest in our diocese. His monument is all around us,

We do not have to be told that he was a completely dedicated man, I do not re-
member his taking a vacation in these 21 years here., He always said the early Mass
or lasgses, heard confessions at any end all times, and he could always be fcund some-
where on the parish premises, And he wasn't deadly serious about all this, He was
endowsd with 2 keen mind and his dry senss of wit and humour touched most of his living.
He had no particuler hobby exsept perhaps the things of his church and parish add peopls.

—

lie loved music and eould sing with the best. He was a man taken "from among men, or-

dained for men in tho things thet pertain to God, to offer gilts and sacrifices for sins,
who could have Compaassicn on them that err becaure he himsg»if fwas encompassed by infirm-
ity", If men are noted or remembered in our day for fay personal quality--=the great
personsl quality of Dan Twowey was +thet he was peqidel man, This he was in all his
ways and doings. He was also a wise men, & kilyd man, a holy man, Like St. Joseph
"de zaid little and did much", We shall no! Llook upon his like soon again,

For him, he is now enjoying tihreward guarantead to the Faithful "Eye has not
seen nor esr heard, nor haz itegntcred intc the heart of man to concelve the things
thet God has prepared for tlpst Bho love Him end serve Him",

Good«~bys, Dan Twomey, fl a2 litile while, "T1ll we weot again.





