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N THE year 1<*(»5 Meeker <k Company, of Chicago, offered to come to 
Joliet Io establish a large iron works, il the oily would give them a 
desirable bonus. Joliet offered and they accepted .$75,000.00. In a 
-boil time the work- weir stalled which were the means of bringing a 
great many working men and their families to the city, the majority 
of whom were (aitholies.

In those day- the city was small and there were only two Catholic 
Churches, namely St. Patrick’s and St. John’s, both on the west side of 
the river, hi a short lime there was an agitation for a new church on 

the Ea>! Side, and all were in favor ol building as soon as possible. A church on the 
l ast Side was about Io be sold Io satisfy a mortgage, so al a meeting held in the office 
of the late Judge J. P. Murphy, a committee was appointed to investigate and report on 
the feasibility of buying the properly in case it was sold. 1 he committee reporting 
favorably on the purchase, they wen* instructed Io go Io Chicago and gel the consent 
of Bishop Duggan. I he good Bishop gave his hearty approval and said that in case 
they did not -uuuccd in getting the property in question to look elsewhere ami try ami 
get a good location, ami when they came Io a decision to notify him. and he would 
immediately semi down a priest to start the new church.

The Bev. P. M. Flanagan wa> the priest selected, and the church properly in ques­
tion not being sold he purchased two lots on the southwe-t corn r of S< <»|| and \ an 
Buren streets, known as the Riles Block, in !<'(»<». where he built a small frame church. 
He wa> pastor until (Mobvi 12. 1363. when he was succeeded by the Bev. P. \\ . 
Riordan of Chicago I late Archbishop of San Francisco) whose pastorale extended to 
June IB. 1371. l ather Kiordan purchased the property where St. Mary’s Church now' 
stands from \. I. McArthur in 1370. lor SI.01)0.00. and not only gave his lime but 
also his personal revenue to place the parish on a solid basis.

His successor, the Bev. J. Mackin, was appointed June IB, 1871. lie built an 
addition Io the original church in 1372. Imt on October 20. 1376, the entire structure 
was destroyed by (ire. loss being ''12.000.00 with $7,300.00 insurance. Young’s Hall 
was then used for a time for Divine Services.

following I allici Mackin - Iran-ler to St. Mary s Church. El.'in, March 16. 1377. 
the Bev. Thomas Murphy, of Aurora, look charge in Joliet, l ather Murphv was cer­
tainly the right man to take up the arduous work of building a new church. He worked 
in season and out of season, ami the building was well under way in the Spring of 1373, 
when he was taken suddenly ill ami died. Au incident connected with the erection of
the new church is interesting: Ground was broken for tin? now building in the sum­
mer ol 13/i. under the superv ision ol John Mahoney. Men were pul Io excavate, but 
immediately their work was - y a writ of injunction served on Father Murphy
against the erection ol the building. He was cited to appear before Judge McRoberts 
ol the Circuit Court al 2 P. M. the next day. Io -ay die least, the counts in the petit ion 
were not at all complimentary. I will refer to only the last one il said: “The ring­
ing of th<* bells from 5 a. m. until late al night would be very distracting to the neigh­
borhood . and for that ami other reasons they respectfully asked for a permanent
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injunction against the building of St. Mary’s Church. After hearing arguments pro 
and (*on. Judge McRoberts gave the following decision: “I never heard of a church 
but what was a blessing to society, and 1 cannot find any law against ringing of church 
bells Io call people to wm-liip and can only say Io the parlies who got up the petition, 
‘If you cannot stand the ringing of the bells voiir milv reined v is to move Io a more 
desirable place.' The petition is dismissed. No doubt if those petitioners were Io 
look today upon the two hundred and sixty-five stars on the Service Flag hanging in 
St. Marv's Church, each star representing patriotic service a son or grandson of the 
people they wished to persecute, they would certainly say that the fathers of these 
heroes were not a menace but a blessing Io Joliet.

When the untimely death of Father Murphy left the new church without a pastor, 
the Rev. Maurice F. Burke, of Chicago, (now Bishop of St. Joseph. Missouri I was 
appointed, ami on April 27. 1878. ( a me to Joliet. remaining our pastor until October 27, 
1887, when he was consecrated Bishop ol Chcvenne. \\ voining. I imc and space will 
not permit me Instate here the great work done by Bishop Burke w Idle pastor in this rilv : 
suffice it Io say: besides finishing our beautiful church, lie Imill the spire, in 1879. al a 
cost of $2,200.00, purchased the organ from Hook & Hastings. Boston, in 1882, for 
.$2,827.00, the bell at a cost of S 1.(>15.00. and had the solemn dedication of the church 
in 1882. Father Burke purchased the Eastern \venur properly in 1835 and built the 
parochial School which was formally opened September. 1887. He also bought prop­
erty ami built the first Catholic School in Joliet when* the Sacred Heart School is now 
locatrd. ami also purchased die lir-t portion ol the ground lor Mount Olivet Crmrlcrv. 
He also look great interest in civic allairs and helped to bring about manv reforms 
which exist to this day. for all of which the parishioners of St. Maiy * arc under ever­
lasting obligation- Io him.

I lie Rev. P. \\ . I hmne was the In st assistant appointed Io St. Marv's i Fehruarv 13. 
18801. ami he proved to be a most zealous ami ardent worker ami rendered valuable 
sei v ire to Bishop Burke in the administration of the parish, \fler six years of faithful 
service. he was made pastor of St. Patricks Church. Joliet, and is now irremovable 
rector of St. James’ Church. Chicago.

October. 1<m“m. -aw the Rev. Thomas Mangan in charge of St. Marv's ami he re- 
mained its pastor until hi- death. I cluuarv I. 1398. Father Mangan is still well re­
membered. Hi- great work was the reduction of the enormous church debt which 
before his death was such as could easily be met by the congregation. His active 
work in the school and on sick-calls early and laic, enshrined him in the memory of 
St. Mary’s parishioners. His remains now rest in Mount Olivet Cemetery. Joliet, 
among the people he so well served. R. I. P.

The Rev. W. J. McN amee I now pastor of St. Pall irk'- in Chicago I, was appointed 
February 19. 1898. and al once set about uniting the people bv organizing the Altar 
and Rosary Society I which is the largest in the stale outside of Chicago). the Young 
Indies’ Sodality, the Temperance Cadets, ami the Junior Sodalilv. lie made manv 
improvements in the chiireh. school ami parochial rc-idcncc. and bv hi- encouragement 
and supervision secured a splendid attendance al the school and a high degree of 
efficiency in educational work. Hi- pastorale closed Julv 1>. PH I. with his promotion 
to the (’hicago parish.

I he Rev. J. B. Murray followed Father McNamee in serving St. Marv 's people, 
coming August 2b. PH I. and continuing pastor until Julv 6. 1916. He carried on his 
predecessor's good work ami devoted his cncr-ie- |<> the buildimj of Si. Bernard's 
( hurrh. Ridgewood, properly lor which bather McNamee had purchased, and Io manv 
improvement- in Mount Olive! ( nuclei v

IB
VM A

rch
ive

s



ance

rued and 
proved 
,) terms.

n Real 
n Will

On im- 
roved

nado,
bile.

'or,
in

s to

GDI DEN .11 Illi.EE t)E ST. MARYS PARISH 35

The people of St. Mary’s all unite in heartfelt thanks l<> Anhbishop Mundelein 

for sending n oui pie < nt vciv able and energetic pastor. the Rev. T. E. Quinn, who 

was appointed Jul) 9. 1916. He inunedialcly began necessary repairs on the church, 

school and rectory, and it was not long before a wonderful transformation was noticed. 

The building ol a new lavatory at the Eastern Avenue school, re-decoraling the school 

building, stuccoing and thoroughly remodeling the parochial residence, re-decorating 

the church, erecting a new pulpit, installing new stained glass windows, a new sanctu­

ary floor, the beautiful statues of St. Ann and St. Patrick, altering the center 

steps of the church and repairing the spire; remodeling the Loretto /Xcadcmv for 

a parochial school and finally opening the Providence High School on Eastern Avenue 

and furnishing a house for the Sisters of Providence are some of the things Lather 

Quinn in the space of two years has accomplished to *av nothing of his activities in 

all civic allairs and of the spiritual care of St. Mary’s and Ridgewood parishes. On 

the material work he has expended about $2.3.009.00, s20,000.00 of which has been 

paid besides clearing the church of the s7.000.00 debt which was on the building since 

l<»0R. The purchasing of six houses with a frontage of 306 feet on East Ca*s Street for 

Mount Olivet ( cmch’i \ al a cost ol >12.000.00 has met the heart) approval of all the 

people. The revision of Rule- ami Regulations for the cemetery and the introduction 

ol the Memorial Mass on Decoration Day. 1917. on the ccnielcrv grounds, have done 

much Io plc.rc the people ami to sustain their interest in Mount Olivet (a inctcrv. con­

ceded Io be one ol the must be.mlilul and best kept cemeteries in the countrv. l ather 

Quinn has been asMMcd in the parochial work by l ather Heenev. who came April 5. 

1917, and is now serving as Chaplain in the I . S. Army, and by l ather Lough rv, who 

was appointed June 16, 1917.

Such is a brief history ol St. Mary s a- I recall it. Shall w not in celebrating the 

Golden Jubilee heartily thank God Im' the many blessings bestowed upon us during 

the past lifts years ami lor the progres* Catholicity has made in Joliet? Todav there 

are twelve Catholic Churches in our city. Our Catholic people number fully one-half 

of the population, ami adorn the legal ai d medical pi ofc--don* and tin- < ommercial 

life ol the citv. St. Mary * has not only a most beautiful church but also a splendid 

parochial school, conducted by the Ladies ol Loretto, tin* Christian Brother* High 

School lor boys, and the Si*ter* ol Providence High School for girls: making it one of 

the greatest Catholic educational centers outside' of Chicago. Surelv God has blessed 

the ell oris ol the pric*ts. si*tei>. and people here, ami the Gohlen Jubilee is a most 

lilting lime Io ic oiler Io < iod all the sacrifice we have made for ( Jiurch. Io pray for our 

deceased priests and people and invoke a special blessing on the vears Io come.

JOHN RYAN

.103 S. Joliet St.

I am iml<*bl<*d lor inloi mat ion ol the carlv ht -loi v ol St. Maiv - Io Mrs. John 
I emu.ii. Mrs. Jri Mahoney. Mrs. David Murphy, and Mr. P. \. Scully.
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The lirst marriage in St. Mary’s register is that of Jeremiah Mahoney and Ellen 
Bean, November II. L’(.<“. Rev I*. V. . Rioid.tr officiated. Edward and Mirs Bean 
were the w itnesM>.

flic first baptism was that 
Borns. Sponsors, Hugh and 
Rev. P. W. Riordan.

oi Catherine Burns, daughter of John and Honora 
Mary McParllin. Baptized Ocobcr 20, I BOB. by

5-/' a

The first burial in Mount Olivet Cemetery was that of Mrs. Catharine Ward, 
born in Counlv Cavin. Ireland. Dee. 25, 1819. Buried April 7. 1BB<.

The Ladies of Loretto, al the request of Lather Burke. opened the first Catholic 
school lor girls in Joliet on (’ass Street. September. 1882.

Th<' Loretto Convent on Ottawa Street was built in 1886, and transferred Io the 
Catholic Bishop of Chicago, July 26. 1917.

/\ug. 2. |9| I. Rev. Hanicl Murphy, sou of Mr. and Mrs. I). Murphy. I l0-> Ben* 
ton Street, celebrated his first mass at St. Marv’s Church.

St. Anne’s Novena inaugurated al St. Mary’s, July, 1916.

Census of parish taken September and October, 1916.

The lloniinican l athers. I aim.in and O’Neill, conducted a two week mi ion. 
November 12 to November 26. 1916.

The Holy Name Society was organized September 26. 1916.

St. Marys ( hurch was solemnly opened after renovation Sunday. April 29. 1917. 
Bishop Burke pontificated and l ather Peter Crumldcv, O. L. \l.. preached the sei mon.

Most Rev. Archbishop Mundelein continued a rla>" of 20 L al St. Marys. 
May 21. 1917.

Catholic Total Abstinence I nion held their forty-sixth annual convention at 
St. Mary’s Hall. June 17. 1917.

St. Mary s Choir gave a saried concert, April 29. |9I7. Sermon on Music by 
Rev. P. C. Couwav. L. L. I)., of Chicago.

June 27. 1917. the boundaries of St. Mary’s parish were changed to Marion 
Street and First Avenue on the south and extended to (’enter Street. Pine and Summit 
Street Io Bridge Street on the west side.

Parish census taken September, 1917.

Triduum in honor of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed \ irgin conducted 
by Lather John Joseph. Passionisl Missionary, December 6. 7. 8. 1917.

May Festival, May 30. 1918.

(’hurch cleared of all debt. \iigu<l 21. 1918.

The Brothers id the Christian Schools opened high school lor boys. September

Sisters of Prov' ice. Iroin Tri re Haute. Indiana, opened high school lor girls. 
September 16.19/^ . . . - //? ^
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