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Seventh and Hall Streets Nov.25th, 191€¢
St.Joseph, Mo,

Rev.,Mother Issabel
Rev, dear Mother -

I duly received your very kind letter giving me the very psinful
notice of your prospective deperture from Joliet., I was indeed very
sorry to hear the news officieslly, as I head hoped that, - at least, the
Ladies of Loretto Academy would remsin, whatever would become of the
parochial schools, TIear Mother Isabel, I regret beyond expression
your departure, as your coming to St.,Mary's Joliet was ocne of the proudest
events of the best part of my 1life, I loved the good and devoted people
of Joliet; and I always felt that one of the best things I ever did for
them was the establishment there of the Ladies of Loretto., I need not
tell you therefore that your departure is a great grief tome, I am
sure, too, thet you all feel the necessity of leaving there very much
and that you would not go, were it possible for v~u to remain, Well,
you have at least the consolation to know thas* ym did your work in Joliet
nobly and devotedly and that your work there wiJl ever remain and shall
never be forgotten by all the pupils who havs nad the exceeding blessing
of the splendid trsining and religious ed:ca.ion at your hands,

It is really too bad you are goin,, but I suppose it will be all
for the better for the community, an! what will be the loss of the people
of Joliet will be the gain of otheis .. your future field of lsbors,

I regret, snd trust you wi’ . forgive me, that I have put off
writing too long; but I rea.ly found it herd to.write you when I got
your letter, end then put *t o’f till this late hour - and not knowing
whether you are still in Jcli:it of not. DLear Mother Isabel, it is hard
to put on peper my feelin;’s und regrets at your going, but you may be
sure I shall never frige. She Ladies of Loretto, and still hope to have
the pleasure of see.nr, ou all often and speaking to you face to face,

With all kind r~egards to Rev,Mother General, to yourself, and all
my friends of Loretto, I remain your own grateful and devoted friend.

M. F. Burke
B. of St,Joseph

(Sister Isgbells Devlin died July 30, 1916, She is buried in Joliet, I11,)





