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to purchase land nor to build. Of course, His Grace showed himself 

eager to help on the good work in signing the notes. The good Car 

mel ite Fathers have proven themselves staunch friends aiding us in 

every way, although they, too, were only founding.
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Here is something which I hope willnever be forgotten* Although our Nuns 

had been teaching in Chicago over ten or more years yet no parish priest 

ever invited them to open an Academy there, something they much desired 

with the hope of getting candidates, until the good Carmelites came, 

although their parish was very small at the time, but we knew that if it 

were the largest in the city, we were welcome to it. From the day we 

arrived the good Fathers left nothing undone to aid us in every way, and 

procured many pupils for the school. Father Keho, the Superior, offered 

the spiritual services of his Priests free until such time as we could make 

an offering. He knew that we had purchased land and built our Convent 

without having one dollar of our own to put into. It was a great reliance 

on Divine Providence, and it did not fail us, as events prove. Father 

offered the services of the Professors to aid the Sisters if they re­

quired help in the languages, e tc., etc., On Xmas day the Superior 

sent a smallcheck to the Fathers, although it was only a drop in the

ocean of their indebtedness. The Superior returned it saying, "I am sure 
more than we do,"

the Sisters require this/ although they-were although they were only 

founding themselves and I am sure must have felt the pinch of Poverty.

We also found the Fathers' advice invaluable in every r espect, for in­

stance in the opening of the Cheltenham school which numbers now hundrds 

of pupils, also music and art pupils, the forming of the parents' associ­

ation which proved a great help.
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Here is something which I hope will never be forgotten in Loretto.

Although our nuns had been teaching for over ten years in Chicago, 

yet no parish there ever invited them to open an Academy, a thing 

which they greatly desired, with the hope of getting Postulants

and often said they would return- to Canada if they did not get an Acad-n

emy. But it was only when the Carmelites came and got a Parish that 

we were Invited to it;al though it was a very small one at the time 

yet I am confident if it were the largest in the City, we would just 

have been as welcome to it. From the day we arrived in their parish 

they left nothing undone to aid us in every respect and procured many 

friends for us among the clergy. (The good Father Superior offered 

the services of the Fathers free until such time as we could pay some 

thing. He also offered the services of the Professors in the way of 

instruction in the Languages if needed. We also found the Superior's 

advice invaluable, for instance, in the opening of the Cheltenham'

z

School, which now numbers hundreds of children, some music and art 

pupils.)
f
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jtfow a word about our Benefactors* shortly after the house opened

Sir Ambrose Petry gave us five hundred dollars. He is brother of our

Sister Seraphina Petry

a beautiful stone statue of the B.V.G.

the 1.25 It proved too heavy for the niche intended. It was given to the 

Abbey. It now stands at the head of the new plot in the Abbey Cemetery.

A Gold Chalice and beautiful Silver Communion plate,which was given to the

Abbey; he also gave two marble Holy Water fonts. He rarely writes without 

enclosing some check. I remember one of 75.00, 50.00, 25.00. There

were others, but I do not just now remember amounts;and his gifts to the

Englewood house while Sister Seraphina was at school and for years after are 

too numerous to record here.

Mr. P. J. Doerr, the Architect, donated the Chapel windows.

The large clock in the hall was given by Mandel Brothers.

The large oil painting of St. Cecilia and another oil painting -the title

I have forgotten - were given by a Protestant lady who was going to the Coast 

for her health. Her husband had purchased it while on a visit.. Her husband 

was now dead and she revered it, therefore. She wanted to put it where it 

would be well cared for. Wherever she is now I hope she got the Faith for we 

prayed much for her.

The painting of Our Lady of Good Counsel was done by our Sister Antonia that 

we might be directed aright in all events relative to the building.

Bishop Burke also gave $100 just after the house opened. There were smaller 

donations (many). I do not remember - you may
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Don't forget the Merles.

The eomniler recalls that Mr. ivWlft and his family 

were outstanding in their generosity to Mother Seranhina, 

though we have found no mention of them.
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A Protestant lady living near was selling out completely. She gave us 

a present of two beautifuloil paintings, - St. Cecelia - I forget the 

name of the other. She had purchased them in Italy and remarked that 

none of her Protestant relatives would t ake them. She said she desired 

to have them where they would be respected. She died shortly after she 

went to the Coast for her health. I hope she got the Faith for we 

prayed for her.
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He proved himself a true
t

was always on hand for the opening address.

friend giving all legal services free of cash. We must never forget Doctor 

Walker also who gave his services free. Good Birshep^Burke too was most 

generous. On his first visit to the New Loretto he handed me a one hundred 

dollar bill and expressing his great joy at seeing a second Loretto in the 

great City of Chicago.
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Many instances of dire poverty could be given of the 

first days of this New Loretto. Here is one. A sweet, gentle little 

Sister, whose department was the Kitchen, went to her on Xmas eve to 

inform her that there was nothing in the house to make a Xmas dinner. 

She said, "Sister, you know we have no money to buy anything. Rely on 

Divine Providence and He will not failyou." In a few hours after the 

Sister returned, allsmiles, saying
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Here is something which I hope will/never be forgotten in Loretto.

Although our Huns had been teaching in Chicago for over ten years, 

no Priest there ever invited our Nuns to found an Academy, something 

they greatly desired, with the hope of getting candidates and because 

of this, often expressed a desire to return to Canada. It was only 

when the Carmelite Fathers got a Parish, that we were invited to found 
st^ill

there. Although it was very small at the time we know if it were the 

largest in Chicago we were just as welcome to it. From the day we 

arrived the good Fathers left nothing undone to aid us in every pos­

sible way, and procured many pupils for our school. Rev. F.'-Keh# 

(fmrhoe?). offered the services of his priests free untilsuch time as 

we could give something. He knew we bought land and built a Convent 

without one dollar of our own money. It was a great reliance on

Divine Providence but we knew He could and would come to our aid, which 

He did in a most wonderful manner, as events proved. Father

offered the services of his professors if the Sisters required any 

assistance in the 1'ne of education.
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In the first place, they were the first priests tolmi'e us to 

found an Academy in their parish although we had been ten or more years in 

Chicago teaching a parochial school and we greatly desired an Academy. And 

the poor Carmelites were the only priests who invited us al though t hey were 

only founding themselves. We gladly accepted and from the day of our arrival 

those good Fathers left nothing undone to aid us in everyway possible. Not­

withstanding their own great Poverty the Superior, Rev. Father Keogh, was a 

real f ather to us and brought other communities of priests to interest them­

selves in us. He also offered his services and those of his brothers to help 

us in every way and did much in helping to build up our good school. We found 
I 

advice invaluable. His students were a greathelp in placing the furniture in 

the different class rooms, climbing, lifting, and carrying iron bed steads, etc. 

etc., even to'the typing ofimporta.nt documents. Some of the priests also were 

helpful in aiding the nuns in Latin, Greek, Italian, etc., also in the formation 

of the new catalogue which was of very high s tandard. The schoolflourished 
/ 

beyond allexpectations. St. Ursula's Literary Society was formed and flourished 

under the gifted Sister Estelle. Every year an entertainment of high literary 

standing charmed the invited guests, not only withtheir English but French 

and Greek dialogues.
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1908, February 10. Went to see’ Bishop Quigley with a copy of the new

Constitution by Father fial-Ler- (Heller^). It was a Latin copy. Although I 

applied many times for the return of the copy, the Secretary only seemed 

displeased, saying, ''surely you have more than one copy of them,” so I 

never got them out of his clutches. There was a Polish Community founded 

in the city at the time, and my own opinion is that he gave them to them. 

I visited those Nuns but they did not seem to think they had any Constitu­

tions yet, but I think I was right in my conjecture. /Bishop)Rodie, their 

Polish spoke very favorably of us to the Carmelite Fathers and

spoke of coming to see us at Woodlawn, but he never got there in my time.IB
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On the 29 of Dec. 1906

Miss Doerr, daughter of the archite ct.

1906.

Jan. 7, first boarder at the new Woodlawn Convent,

School opened in January 8,

December 8 had the whole illuminated in honor of the Immaculate Conception and

had an evening with 0ur Blessed Mother. Pupils recited poems and sang their
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hymns. Rev. Father composed the Ode to the Blessed Virgin. The Carmelites, 

too, entered heart and soul into this little entertainment, where a Spanish 

Carmelite made his maiden speech in English, which was a great surprise to 

the members of his own Community and was a source of amusement to the pupils 

when he made a few mistakes in gender.
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The school was from the begin­

ning well staffed. The teachers: M. Scholastica, M. Theodosia,

M. de Sales, M. Sebastian, M. Aquinas, M. Demetria and others whose 

names have escaped my memory. Soon after came Sister M. Estelle 

who was a host in herself and pupils were prepared for the University.

We found the good Superior's advice invaluable in every respect, for 

instance in the opening of the Cheltenham parish school which now count 

hundreds of pupils, also many music and art pupils. St. Ursula's Lit­

erary society was formed by Sr. M. Estelle and was a source of great 

improvement and entertainment to the pupils. It continues to flourish.

The Parents' , Association was a great help when Concerts and Bazaars 

were given at which Judge McGoorty
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Shortly after the opening of school, St. Ursula's Literary Society was 

formed and flourished under the guidance of the gifted Mother Estelle 

whose entertainments

present many times

The Sisters gained a

and still maintain it.

charmed their hearers. I had the pleasure of being

French and Greek dialogues were given at times, 

ver-jhigh reputation for themeelves in a short time 

while the Woodlawn Convent is in existence

IB
VM A

rch
ive

s



IB
VM A

rch
ive

s



IB
VM A

rch
ive

s



You desire to know why there is no cellar. I had planned one on a 

large scale when to my great disappointment I was told there were very 

few such in Chicago because the land was so low and the climate so very- 

damp that it would be impossible to keep them from mould. I proposed 

concreting and I was told it (would) be no use, the great damp would 

penetrate. If I was wrongly informed see to it for it is one of the most 

necessary things. I was told they use those very large refrigerators 

ins tead.
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M. M. Seraphina, Superior at this time, had one great disappointment.

She had planned a very fine cellar on alarge scale when she was in­

formed by the Architect and others that she could not have one because 

the climate was so damp and the ground so low that it would be an utter 

impossibility to ^eep them from mould, even if they were lined by con­

crete, that the people were accustomed to use instead, very large re­

frigerators
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A promise had been made by the Nuns to' sing the Magnificat at visit for one 

whole year. This was kept most faithfully. One night after night prayers 

were said,Mother St. Thomas, who was noted for her spirit of obedience, stood 

up all alone and sang the Magnificat to the end. Needless to say we got the 

great big request - aloan of $L|_0,000. for eight years at five percent, and 

without the signature of the Bishop.
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Now here is another thing. There was a law in the city that no 

sle eping apartments were allowed on a top floor - not attic - but 

top floor; this was terribly distressing news to us. We happened 

to have in the City Hall at the time a Mr. Hughes (?)whose children 

were at school at Englewood, a sincere friend to the Community 

who said he could remove that difficulty (could have that difficulty 

removed). Hit Rev. Mother had written me previously not to go on, 

but get it done some other time. I knew it would be double the 

expense if the men removed allthe material so I pleaded but it 
ciut 

was all no use. When she came/for Visitation, she saw it would be 

impossible to do with the rooms so the workmen had to bring back 

every thing, and workmen were scarce and very high-priced. It cost 

us one thousand dollars more. It was an expensive permission. How­

ever, I am sure God made it up to us since God blessed those that 

had tried to aid us.
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May ll|, 1908. Rev. Mother Ignat*ia and M. M. Do ithea came to Woodlawn 

for Visitation. It was on this visit the permission was obtained to 

get the top of the house platered and fitted up for cells,
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as there

was a la w forbidding sleeping rooms on top floor. She also gave
I

leave to purchase more property; this is the reason we have allthe 

property between the house and the railroad. His Grace desired it, and 

signed the note; the sum was thousand. I forget just now. I think

300.
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Now, lest we forget: here is something which we promised:never to 

send a poor person from the door without something to eat and kind 

words. We were all united in trying to procure all.the blessings

we could for the New Loretto. I had a lovely letter from Rev. Mother
I

Ignatia in which she says she is sure God willbless me for my efforts 

to make the dear Institute known in the West. I handed it to Mother

Victorine one day when she heard me severely censured for the purchase 

of the second piece of property saying I did it without permission and 

that the Bishop had no leave to give me such permission,—and he paying 

every cent of the money/
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June 22 was given by Rev. F. Hilary, O.C.C.

Retreat for the Ladies of the Parish g iven by F. A. Riely,O.C.C., June 29,1907
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Rev. F. Keogh, OCCalso the Xmas retreat. fourteen nuns in all. M. M. Sera- 

phina was the Superior at the time, 1906.
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The Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary was founded in 1609 
by Mary Ward, an English noble woman and pioneer foundress of un­
cloistered communities. With the view of maintaining the Catholic 
faith in England during the Protestant Revolt, she established con­
vents on the continent where English women could be trained and the 
Catholic heritage preserved. Today convents in Asia, Africa, Europe 
and South America are living testamonials of the success of her 
projects.

In response to an invitation from Rt. Rev. Dr. Power, Bishop 
of Toronto, the first foundation was made in North America in 1847. 
It was in Bishop Power's diocese that five sisters from Loretto Abbey, 
Rathfarnum Ireland established the first house of the I. B. V. M. 
on American soil.

From 1849 to 1889 Reverend Mother Teresa Dease labored inde- 
fatigably to extend the work of the Institute. Her successors with 
equal zeal, have continued the policy of expansion and today Branch 
Houses are established throughout the Provinces of Ontario and Sas­
katchewan, and the states of California, Arizona, Michigan, Illinois 
and New Jersey.

In 1905 the nuns first came to Woodlawn. After the usual trials 
and difficulties land was purchased and the present Loretto Academy 
erected. The school was officially opened January 6, 1906.

In the first years of its existence the Academy was a boarding 
school for girls both on the elementary and secondary planes. Urgent 
requests for admission and a—&wre±±-i-n-&-e'nr43Hment necessitated the 
conversion of the boarding school toa-scnool for day scholars only. 
In 1926 a new wing, complete with a spacious gymnasium, inviting cafe­
teria, and well-equipped library and classrooms was added.

Although the appearance of the building changed, the Academy to 
this day continues its aim--the training of girls to take their places 
as Christian women in society. Towards the fulfillment of this objective 
the Academy offers excellent advantages in College preparatory Courses, 
Commercial Training and Horae Economics. Extra-curricular activities 
aim at developing a full personality, by providing opportunities in 
Musical Training, Dramatic Art, Journalism and physical Education.

The Academy is accredited by the Illinois Department of Education, 
the North Central Association and the Catholic University of America.

In Chicago today two high schools and four parochial schools con­
ducted by the Religious of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
train more than twenty-five hundred youths to become citizens of to­
morrow.
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Here is a question put to me: Why did you purchase the other piece of prop­

erty stretching to the railroad? I went up to see His Grace, Archbishop 

Quigley,to say that I was to return to Canada and give him an account of 

my term in his diocese. M. M. Febron^h^was my companion. Among other 

things, he enquired if we had purchased the property in question and when

I said "no" a look of great displeasure came over his face, saying at the 

same time: "what are you waiting for? the land will be ten dollars more in 

the foot by next year." Then
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I said it was so difficult. This seemed to displease him still

more. He replied: "Any bank willtake my note." He was determined

I would get that piece of property before I'd go. I telegraphed 

to Toronto what had we better do? When a telegram from Rev. Mother
p »

Ignatius Lynn came saying do just as the Bishop says, I went up to

His Grace next day. He called the banker, Mr. O'Connor, telling 

him to give the money for the purchase. Now this is the piece of

property that cost me so much because of allthe false statements 
1

made about me that too it without leave, etc., etc.Of course

poor Rev. Mother's health was in such a condition at the

time that it was difficult to get correct statements at times.
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The Silver Jubilee
OF

Loretto Academy, Woodlawn, Chicago
By MOTHER M. JEROME, I.B.V.M.

On December 8tli, 1905, Reverend Father Cyril Kehoe, O.Carm., 
said the first Mass at Loretto Academy, Woodlawn. Reverend Father 
Leo Walter, O.Carm., who said the Jubilee Mass on December 8th, 1930, 
served this first Mass twenty-five years ago.

Gaudete! Gaudete!
Peal clear, ye silvery chimes to-day, 

Tis Jubilee!

Loretto! Loretto!
High beat our happy hearts this day 

For thee, for thee.

Venite! Venite!
Come all your homage due to pay, 

Haste ye! Haste ye!

Matronae! Puellae!
Twine ye your silver wreaths to-day 

In Jubilee!

Beloved! Beloved!
Thy children sing with joy to-day 

Thy Jubilee!

Bi
i i

Loretto! Loretto!
Love’s libation we pour to-day 

To thee! To thee!

Gaudete! Gaudete!
Loretto’s brow we crown to-day—

Her Jubilee!

IB
VM A

rch
ive

s



SILVER JUBILEE AT LORETTO, WOODLAWN
The Feast of our Immaculate Mother was 

this year a day of more than usual rejoicing 
for Loretto, Woodlawn—her day of Silver Ju­
bilee.

On Friday, December fifth, the pupils had 
given a charming little program, in anticipa­
tion of the great event, at which Reverend Mo­
ther General Pulcheria and Mother Blandina 
were present.

Ou Sunday afternoon the Alumnae assem­
bled from near and far to offer homage to their 
loved Alma Mater, Miss Antoinette de Roulet 
reading an address of congratulation. Very 
Reverend Father Lawrence, O.Carm., Provin­
cial, and Reverend Father Basil, O.Carm., Pas­
tor of St. Cyril’s Church, honoured the occa­
sion by being present, and at the end of the 
program Very Reverend Father Lawrence 
spoke briefly in his own happy style.

But the central feature of our celebration 
on Monday, December eighth, was the grand 
Solemn High Mass according to the ancient 
and beautiful Rite of Carmel. It was like a 
glimpse into the Court of Heaven with Mary’s 
chosen children doing homage to her Divine 
Son in the presence of His Holy Mother. The 
singing, in accordance with the “Motu Pro- 
prio” of the sainted Pontiff, Pius X., was all 
even he could have desired. The sermon was 
delivered by Reverend Martin O’Donnell. (). 
(’arm.. whose “White Friars’ Mantle” gave a 
mediaeval touch. The Solemn Benediction of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament was a beautiful 
sequel to the sacred ceremonies of the morning.

The remainder of the day was spent in joy­
ful family reunion, the nuns from Englewood 
Loretto, from St. Bride’s and from the Branch 
Novitiate coming to add their genialitv to our 

happy celebration, in which we did not fail to 
put in practice the injunction of our beloved 
Mother Foundress. Mary Ward: “Be merry, 
in these days mirth is next to godliness!” 
The Jubilee proper was followed by the devo­
tion of the Forty Hours which we trust drew 
us closer to Jesus Christ our King.

Miss de Roulet’s congratulatory address 
was as follows:

Reverend Fathers, Reverend Mother General,
Mother St. Edmund, Ladies of Loretto. Lor­
etto Alumnae, and Friends:

Twenty-five years ago, tomorrow, on the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Reverepd 
Father Cyril Kehoe said the first Mass at Lor­
etto Academy, Woodlawn, in the chapel up­
stairs. Father Kehoe, whom the older members 
of the Alumnae will remember, had been in­
strumental in the founding of Loretto, Wood­
lawn. In 1904 he was prior of the Carmelite 
Monastery of St. Cyril, and knowing and valu­
ing the work of the Ladies of Loretto, who 
had been his boyhood teachers in Canada, he 
urged Mother Seraphina, then Superior of Lor­
etto, Englewood, to open an Academy in the 
(’armelite Parish.

On the advice of Archbishop Quigley, it was 
desided to accede to Father Kehoe’s suggestion, 
and on March 25, 1905, the first sod was cut in 
the form of a cross, and turned by Reverend 
Father Murray of St. Bernard’s, in whose par­
ish the Ladies of Loretto were already estab­
lished. The corner-stone was laid on May 17, 
1905, by Father Kehoe, assisted by Father 
Cyril Feehan, then Pastor of St. Cyril’s, and by 
Msgr. Quille, who was for many years after­
wards associated with the NpwRhnvs’ Hnmo av»rl
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REVEREND EDWARD KELLY, P.P.

Congratulations to a valued friend. Rever­
end Edward Kelly. P.P. whose Silver Jubilee 
of Ordination, on Nov. 4th. was an occasion of 
rejoicing to clergy, parishioners and friends.

the Mission of Our Lady of Mercy, but then 
an assistant at St. Bernard’s Church.

The Classes of Loretto Academy, Wood­
lawn, were opened on January 6, 1906—and it 
is curiously appropriate that on the Feast of 
the Three Kings, observed by many peoples 
as a day of gift-giving, the Ladies of Loretto 
should have inaugurated their great work of 
giving a Catholic education to the girls and 
young women of Woodlawn.

ITis Grace, the late Archbishop Quigley, de­
dicated the Academy on May 20, 1906, and the 
first class graduated in June, 1909.

Seven years later in June. 1916, His Em­
inence, Cardinal Mundelein, conferred the gra­
duating honours on the Class of 1916, the first 
class of young ladies in Chicago whose gradua­
tion was honored by the presence of the new 
Archbishop.

Since the foundation of Loretto, Woodlawn, 
the new parochial schools of St. Cyril and St. 
Bride have been established, with the Ladies 
of Loretto as the teachers.

These facts are all interesting, not only to 
us who love Loretto, but also in the history of 
the Catholic Church in Chicago, bringing into 
focus, as it were, the relation between what has 
been one of the pioneer teaching orders—the 
Ladies of Loretto—and an Archdiocese that is 
one of the most thriving centers of Catholicity 
in the world to-day.

Loretto, Woodlawn, however, means some­
thing more personal, to every one of us: the 
memories of old, happy days, the reminiscences 
of which seem to begin whenever two or three 
Loretto girls get. together; the influence and 
example of the nuns, as well as their teaching, 
not. only of the Faith, but of all ways of high 
thinking and gentle living; the pleasant asso­
ciations and tender memories that cluster about 
the very name “Loretto,” vet can hardly be 

put into words—all this Loretto, Woodlawn, 
is, not only to the Alumnae, but even to many 
of our former companions who were in the 
school only for a short time.

To us all, Loretto, Woodlawn, was always 
“the Convent,” and the Ladies of Loretto were 
always “the nuns.” Other convents and other 
orders with which we might be acquainted 
were referred to by name, but if you heard 
Loretto girls speak of “the Convent” and “the 
Nuns,” you could be sure that they referred to 
Loretto—doubtless because Loretto represent­
ed our ideas and our ideal of the Convent.

It is, therefore, to the Convent and the Nuns 
that we wish to express our love, our loyalty, 
and our gratitude, on the occasion of the Sil­
ver Jubilee of Loretto Academy, Woodlawn.
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Earth’s noblest thing—a woman perfected.

(Snlbrn dlubilrp nf JInpe $ius 
the Ehiwntli

By REVEREND JAMES B. DOLLARD, Litt.D.

Our homage and our love go out to thee, 
Great Pope that sittest on St. Peter’s Throne, 
Where the Most High hath placed thee all 

alone,
Smiling to hear the chants of Jubilee
That fill the earth and skies, for this glad year 
When all thy people join in festive cheer, 
Praying thy life may long and happy be! 
“VIVA IL PAPA RE!” Eternal Rome 
Delirious shouts, and myriad bells acclaim, 
“Their thunder rolling from the Vatican!”
Lo! ’tis the Great White Shepherd — he has 

come
To bless the Earth in gentle Jesu’s Name— 
Glory to God, and Jubilee to man!
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184 TI1E RAINBOW

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF OUR HOLY FATHER 
POPE PIUS THE ELEVENTH

By REVEREND JAMES B. DOLLARD, Litt.D.

This year is the Golden eJubilee Year of the 
Sacerdotal Ordination of our Holy Father the 
Pope. On December 20th of the present year 
the Pope will have been a priest for fifty years’ 
Fifty years is a long life-time, but fifty years 
spent among the labours and toils and sacrifices 
of the priesthood—what shall we say of that 
glorious span? What glory has been offered 
to God ! What an immensity of good works 
has been accomplished! Is it any wonder that 
the Catholic people all over the world rejoice 
Is it any wonder that the Church has decreed 
feasts and jubilations? How many lofty “Te 
Deums” will arise to Heaven from the grand 
and immemorial cathedrals of Christendom! 
And our illustrious Holy Father is worthy of it 
all. His has been a life of constant holy zeal 
and of energetic striving in the vineyard of 
the Lord.

This is the Supreme Pontiff who was destin­
ed by God to put an end to the sixty years 
conflict between the Vatican and the Quirinal. 
When the articles of agreement were signed a 
prayer of joy and thanksgiving went up from 
all the Catholic world. The unbelievable had 
become fact. Two powerful minds, that of 
Pius XI, and that of Premier Mussolini, acting 
together, had accomplished what seemed to be 
the impossible.

The wondrous event took hold on the minds 
and imaginations of men, so much so that many 
acute observers predict that the title awarded 
to the illustrious Hildebrand will also come by 

popular vote to the present Father of the Faith­
ful, and he will go down the centuries on His­
tory’s pages as “POPE PIUS THE GREAT!”

The festivities and the special rites of the 
Jubilee Year were formally ushered in on Fri­
day, December 20th, 1928; and the first to send 
glad greetings to His Holiness were the people 
of Milan, of which city he was Archbishop at 
the time of his election to the Papal tiara. At 
Christmas, and on January 5th, the Sacred 
College of Cardinals and the nobility of Rome 
offered to Pope Pius their filial homage and 
their loyal love and duty, on his Sacerdotal 
Jubilee. All during the year the sacred 
festivities will be continued.

Rome the Eternal, will be continually en- 
fete and the church bells will ring out their 
glad pealings, announcing the countless solemn 
votive Masses of commemoration. From over 
the entire world throngs of pilgrims, and dioce­
san delegations, will crowd on to Rome to offer 
their congratulations to the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ. Truly it will be a happy year, an augury 
of the future glories and triumphs of Holy 
Church.

Happy indeed, to-day, is that Church which 
has for head and leader a man with the great 
and varied qualities and talents of our present 
Pope. He is a great Churchman, for nobody 
could handle as well as he has done the vast 
and difficult questions of ecclesiastical policy 
and procedure that have emerged in his time, 
lie is a great diplomat, for no man could have
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CARDINAL MERRY DEL VAL.

The Jubilee of his Eminence Cardinal Merry 
Del Vai, besides being an occassion of rejoic­
ing to the entire Catholic world, has a special 
significance for the Institute of the Blessed 
Virgin Alary, whose Cardinal Protector he is.

Before his elevation to the Cardinalate, His 
Eminence was sent to Canada in 1897 as Papal 
Nuncio, by Pope Leo XIII, to investigate the 
Manitoba school question, in the settling of 
which he played an important part. In 1904 
he was raised to the Cardinalate, only four 
years after he had been consecrated Bishop, 
and while he was still a comparatively young 
man.

During a brilliant career, His Eminence has 
taken a leading part in Church administration, 
being prominent in nine different congrega­

tions. He was Papal Secretary of State during 
the reign of Pope Pius X, whose personal friend 
he was, and later Archpriest of St. Peter’s. 
He has also acted as personal representative 
of the IIolv Father on many important diplo­
matic missions.

The Cardinal’s outstanding qualities of 
mind and his brilliant achievements have led 
to the establishment, of his reputation as one 
of the greatest intellects in the Church to-day. 
His Eminence has also gained considerable 
fame as a musician, and has composed some 
excellent Church music. In 1925 the Episcopal 
Silver Jubilee of His Eminence was celebrated 
at. St. Peter’s, to be followed this year by his 
Silver Jubilee as a Cardinal.

Mary Fitzpatrick, 3TO.
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Carbon of copy sent to Sr St Martha for one of the Sisters who wished 

a copy.

Rev Fathers, Rev Mother General, Mother St Fdmund, Ladles of Loretto, 

Loretto Alumnaj/e, and Friends:

Twenty five years ago, tomorrow, on the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, Fath r Cyril Kehoe said the first Mass at Loretto Academy, 

Woodlawn, in the chapel upstairs. Father Kehoe, whom the older members 

of the Alumnae will remember, had been instrumental in the founding of

Loretto, Woodlawn. In 1904 he was prior of the Carmelite Monastery of 
I

St Cyril, and knowing and valuing the work of the Ladies of Loretto, who 

had been his boyhood teachers in Canada, he yrged Mother Seraphina, then

Superior of Loretto, Englewood, to open an Academy in the '■'armelite 

Parish.

On the advice of Archbishop Quigley, it was decided to accede to 

Father Kehoe’s suggestion, and on March 25, 1905, the first sod was cut 

in the form of a cross, and turned by Father Murray of st Bernard’s, 

in whose Parish the Ladies of Loretto were already established. The 

cornerstone was laid on May 17, 1905 by Father Kehoe, assisted by 

Father Cyril Feehan, then Pastor of St Cyril’s, and by Msgr Quille, for 

many years associated with the Newsboys’ Home and the Mission of Our 

Lady of Mercy, but then an assistant at St Bernurdfts Church.

The Classes of Loretto, Academy, Woodlawn, were opened on January

6, 1906 — and it is curiously appropriate that on the Feast of the Three 

Kings, observed by many peoples as a day of gift giving, that the 

Ladies of Loretto should have inaugurated their great work of giving 

a Catholic education to the girls and young women of Woodlawn.

His Grace, the late Ai chbishop Quigley, dedicated the Academy on
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May 20, 1906, and the first class graduated in June, 1909.

Seven yea s later, in June 1916, His Eminence, Cardinal Mundelein, 

conferred the graduating honors on the Class of 1916, the first class 

of young ladies In Chicago whoee graduation was honored by the presence 

of the new Arohbsihhop.

Sinee the foundation of Loretto, Woodlawn, the new parochial schools 

of St Cyril and st Bride have been established, with the Ladies of 

Loretto as the teachers.

These facts are all interesting, not only to us who love Loretto, 

but also In the history of the Catholic Church in Chicago, brigglng into 

focus, as it were, the relation between tfiat has been one of the pioneer 

teaching orders — the Ladies of Loretto — and an Arcbdiocese that is one 

of the most thriving centers of Catholicity In the world today.

Loretto, Woodlawn, however, means something more personal, to

every one of use. The memories of old, happy, ocys, the reminiscences 

of which seem to begin whenver two or three Loretto girls get together, 

the influence and example of the nuns, a s well as their teaching not

only of the Faith but of all ways of high thinking and gentle living, 
and tender memories 

thepleasant associations that cluster about the very name "Loretto”, 

yet can hardly be put into words — all this Loretto, Woodlwwn is, not 

only to the Alumnae, but even to many of our former companions who were

In the school only for a short time.

To us all, Loretto, Woodlawn was always "the Convent", and the

Ladies of Loretto were always "the Nuns". Other uonven's and other

Orders with which we might be acquainted were referred to by name, but 

if you heard Loretto girls speak of "the Convent" and "the Nuns", you 

could be sure that they referred to Loretto— doubtless bees se Loretto 

represented our idea and our ideal of the Convent.

It is, therefore, to the Convent and the Nuns that we wish to express 

our love, our lSyalty, and our gratitude, on the occasion of the Silver

Jubilee of Loretto Academy, Woodlawn.
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