16 July 1968

Dear Jeryy,

In the Octob
had an arti G ober 1942 (II:4) AMERIC,
o pg;z "CHEYSOPOLTS; Queen of the Goflon T
dug out my oo es my letter to him of 15 April 1941, which on
Py of this letter, which says in part,g 1. I bave just
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The fire occurr
Benibe rama ed on June 27, 1940, and illust:
P e e é? S{IZ gléELAND TRIBUNE for that day and ciztggyaxc‘ﬁg‘{ms
Bocounts. er Oakland and San Francisco papers also hg:ing.
Just before th .
Was relief boht for thz %?g\sﬁgﬁuon of bridge train service, the O,
ETWTRATO.. nis rats et and SIERRA NEVADA on the Alameda Pier
Havtée' farty of friends) L madslthe Tastieratin o s
P T oo as Teeii e ast roundtrip to Alameda Mole on it
6T & few dxys| weoks i1n)the ari Key System, painted orange, and used
Tapainted with a week Gosy of Whits neinliend setusacd to tuo sech
Ekierara snibyord, The b. sas ies dsoibe fos By it
few days, repainted white, .a.nd lat::‘ ‘;::&r:gdt:e Ié;y St rAS
1940 th, o e SP. Early in
wgre cuie:tgg; 3;&;:t;rirznio}gmgglicrappers Anosiciand, QNRIES wgrlﬂnen
Bro@dway, sparks from an acety. tgrxzﬁcggne}x;y e
f believe this started about 11 a.m. A frxeeg skt dnatle foa
with the news, and I Anmed lately set Stk e
| y set out for the scene. There w:
| open flame when I reached there, although the fire was T
inside, and great volumes of smoke were Lol
} pouring forth. One of the two
. SF fireboats was on the job, and many pieces of the Oakland f
apparatus were on the job. Hose lines extended several %ﬁl L
holding up traffic on the SF First Street mainline fo a fewol?:ks'
Two trucks aboard for hauling away salvage were dest¥oyed Tg;:rgl;l
other loss was the hull and cabin, as the accessories a.nd..usable ¥
machinery had previously been removed, The fireboat left the scene
at 4 p.m., the hull then resting on the bottom. Tie hull was later
pumped out, the rest of the metal removed, and the useless hulk taken
over th the Alameda mudllats, were it was sold for firewood, and

subsequently razed. .7’:.

The picture in Harlan's book facing page 95 is mine., I hope
you are not using this book for any king @m of reference without
thowough rechfecking of facts. I believe I gave him a full account

' of the fire, and pictures, at the time, for we then carried on rather

extensive correspondence.

Best regards, /;/% f“‘\




