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Thaled > the steward and 1?15 department, the ship's officers and about 50 fishermen who
ed the ship. The Captain was in full charge and responsible for the safety, if not
comfort, of all, besides the safe navigation of the ship, and the medical orfice;- when
needed.  Now, the Captain in any ship, then and now, is supposed to be highly rated, and
likes to dwell in his Ivory Tower and not be bothered with trifles. Sq if a smart Captain,
l.le delegates all he can of his responsibilities to his officers through his Chief Mate who
is expected to carry out his orders, even impossibilities which takes a bit longer.

There's where I came in as Mate of the India, as doctor and surgeon, and to settle
or smooth all disputes. Although I have been a shipmaster for nearly 30 years and in two
wars, my sympathies are all with the poor Chief Mate who has to do what may be called "pick
and shovel" jobs both for himself and the Captain. Besides he is the one who has to get
work done on the ship and that automatically makes him an S.0.B. The Mate's job in a ship
is a lousy and unthankful one -- it is now as it was then.
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