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Steamship service from the United
States to Alaska began in regular fash-
ion in 1867 withmonthly sailings between
Portland and Sitka,via way ports,by the
North Pacific Transportation Company.
In 1875 theOregon Steamship Company as-
sumed the service, which had been sup-
ported by a mail contract since 1870.
The Pacific Coast Steamship Company en-
tered the Alaskan trade in 1880, and, in
addition to monthly vessels to care for
the limited needs of the settlements in
southeast Alaska, a brisk summer tour-
1st trade came into bei‘r‘? about 1885.
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to operate with her in the summer of
1903, and the next year JEFFERSON,first
ship constructed for the comp » en-
tered the "express" service. uslia was
a wooden steamer built by E. W. Heath
of Tacoma, and was the first vessel of
the fleet to exceed 1000 tons.

It was this very modest fleet of
4 ships which in 1908 was consolidated
with that of the Northwestern Steamship
» Ltd., under the name of the Alas-

The Alaska P Nes
organized in1895, and inaugurated serv-
ice on March 3 that year with the single
freighter WILLAPA. The gold excltement
of 1897-1898 brought less expansion to
the company than to others. While the

ka Steamship Company, under control of
the Guggenheim-Morgan copper interests.
In 1915 the company came under the own-
ership of the Kennecott Copper Company,
which retained it until May, 1937. The
1p Company had been
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ing in the trade to southwestern Alaska
and the Nome district, the company had
assembled a large and varied fleet. When
the fleets were combined in 1908, they
totaled 15 steamers of 28,160 tons in
all, and formed the largest steamship
fleet operating exclusively tp Al
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