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THR DOG-HOLRS OF MENDOOCINO

California's coastwise lumber trade

began !11:!1‘, the latter days of
the Gold Rush. People

couldn't go indefinitely 1iving in tents; thor-lm

an explosive domana for houses and for railrosd ties and for bridgo-jﬂ;bcrn.
8nd not too far away was an apparently limitless supply of redwood. ETi*xo only
Problem was that of transportation -- and in its solution there was born .
an era of rough-and-ready shipping by sea which is perhaps unique in <
@1t1u history. There were no railroads to bring in the lumber, and

What roads existed were wholly insdequate; the only answer was to ship by |
fen, and under conditions which called for courage, brute strength, and a
breed of mariners capable of mooting challenges which today would seem !
apalling.

Cutting and milling the lumber was relatively easy, and so would be
its unloading in San Franeisco and other coastal ports. The big problem was
how to get it aboard ship from along several hundred miles of rock-bound
and unfriendly coast which, with the exception of Humboldt Bay, offered

pracrically nothing in the way of harbors. By ity, they 1 a to
utilize the indifferent shelter of the coves at the mouth of some emall
river or creek, which came to be known as the Mendocino Dog-holes -- &

place into which o dog could orawl, turn around and, with good luck, got

out ogains
There were few wharves, because you can't lie alongside & wharf to
1004, When you are practically in the firet line of broakers. The answer
»
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" . ute |
in o sense, to go by air, eithor by a "rough and ready" wooden ch! 1

wos, ‘
lank ot a time, to slide by |
into whoee upper end the lumber wos dumped a p. "', g
avity down to the deck of an anchored veesel, or by the ’? %
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steol oable pormitted taking it considerably further \"lu-"“v'l
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