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h n think of th gr at ag o an By th · h ntury th i ntific i n 
l r i n ·n · · , w a and th h t had thoroughly int ratio-

nding ' ry in nali m a m among all 
t rm ly th ri adding a io th n 

n ctual pr 

r 
l -

tion f -
ing 
and 
poin 
Eur 
patr 

FROM THE 
HELM 

natural rid into ati-
all · la 
f an of 

Koyre
izati n of natura 

by Ray Ashley, 
Director 

o lu-
ntl to 
o hy, 

in hi h ha 
mor r tly al hi-
all p 2 t i-

all th i link b tw th 
un or law of motio gr 

rant, fo n o a · · a , voy-
a hart. - agin h rry out th pro-
far p In l j orld into rational 
Pa ri . rin r never laim d i II mp lling vi-
p n had · t · it co o alth and 
pos ition on a ha n id ti p tim or than a 

n -foun t Euro b . to th Ian-
th y might laim to o n, and u ually did. ju tifi ation for taking po ion on 



an unp nt d l . 
On periph ry o an g ographical 

a ar n , t h Am rica ofi r d a 
dangerou t t of thi 
unfolding thr ugh t rti l arrang d 
hronologically ith · ' Haul. In 

Mark Al r of 
Carl I f go . 

f i ug-
a ig io I 

, d11 n by 
urvy g at 

c of latitude and long1 into 
i al ror. in 
on th ilot E t ban 

J v1gatio provid d the 
alificati hip in a polici-

n to ain' claim of 
h and Ru · itorial a pira-
w t. I n e, 

Ma f a minor Bri l on chi di -
tant r int rnacional n arly to ar. 

mix of navigation , curvy, cartography, and int rna­
tional diplomacy al o play d a rol in th car r of 
B d ga Y Quadra , a am in Fr man To II' nar-
rativ of chi important figur . Finally in Enriqu 

Porrua ' portrayal of Mali pina' voyag , w th full 
flood of th pani h Enlightenm nt turn d to di cov ry 
ju t b for larg r orld v nts, b ginning ith th 
Fr nch R volution, brought pain' r vitaliz d Pacifi 
und rtaking to an nd. 

In th i ury, 
Coa a t i ain ' ht nm nt 
Proj T pu by m who 
tru at h nd in al capa-

bility to tran nic fill d ith corm , 
di nd mp into a rationaliz d 

a out our own · ay, 
qu nc of that · h orld 

d th iv : 
u · arch di al 
i bur h 
in orth althy and 
co nity but an 
alcit d chroug lab 
Tru to form, w ar y t ta in

1 Al xandr Koyre , Galileo tudie (Atlantic Highland , .J.: 
Humaniti Pr , 197 ), 73. 

2 Da id Wo dward , "Map and th Rationalization of 
G ographi pa , in Jay . L ven on, ed. Circa 1492, Arl 
in the Age of Exploration ( w Hav n: Ya! niv r ity Pr , 
1991) . 
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la 
I':' "So ...................... 

El 

Extended
and Painful
a Voyage T he voyage of the San Carlos , overlaid on an 1802 

Spanish map. Th · , ba on Pilot 
dia i r to cu 

r al oyag Th h 
noon o f lati · · of 

A arrative of 
the 1769 Journey 
of the San Carlos 
to San Diego 

By Mark All n 

4 

longitu uch a 
or c w rate 
r exp rs-

I Engl t ari 
ii th ir longitud by i ta 

tra I iv n tim , u ing in tru h to 
ing log and pair of half-minute hour in t 
an Carlo ' 1777 in ntory. ila m on from 

'the meridian pa ing through Guarachico on th nd of 
Tenerife' in th Canary I la hi or · artly 
a f national prid t f ty of 

idian G g i
pt d m r p co · 
th Gr ich and ma c n 
le by ting o ition r lati to tual 
andma e o d, from which h at d 
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T h pani h olonization of alif rnia in 1769 ur a fa t 
in th hi tory b ok a actually a gambl hi h a ry 
n arly lo t. Of th nin ty oldi r and ail r who am by 

a to cur pain' claim to California 11 ov r a third lay buri d 
b id an Di go Bay by th y ar' nd. Th ir tory ha b n told 
b for but it b ar r t Hing, for in th ir traordinary tru 1 again t 

ind , urr n , and g graphi al mi info rmati n th voya highlight 
th rdinary diffi ulti all pani h marin r fa d in ailing north off Baja 

alifornia' oa t. Thank to th urviving diary k pt by th captain of 
th an Carlo one of two hip hi h arri d th fir t ttl r n rth t 
Alta alifornia- uffici nt information ap to b mad 

f th j urn y, nablin u to vi ualiz it a . 
Th 1769 p dition pito in' · ntury 

att mpt to accompli h ambitiou it r ource 
a ailabl on th fr nti r. m in 1521 a 
n r n w and t hich had chara t riz d 

pain in th · lar l · y ith th · 
fortun . xc ption rthw 
th old dy kindl d in 1767. 

Th r , not far from th pr nt-da of Pu rta allarta, am ng 
th m · it -ridd n i o g, y 

limat o · d r call d t rr r of humani 
na al ba Ii in ith an Di go and th n rth t for 
thirty-fi al D partm nt of an th brainchild 
of a ingl po rful individual Jo e d Gal z, ho found d it in 1767 

rom hich to tag th military pacifi ation f on ra, and 
from hich to laun h hi plan to coloniz Alta California. 

Th ph nom nally ambitiou Galf z had ri n fr m impov ri h d 
Andalu ian nobility-h had for a tim b n a h ph rd-to b com 

r Genera ial r pr ntati in charg of r forming 
in' poli t f hi · · impro ing fronti r 

d , and Gal id d to proacti · ta alifornia for 
pain, ba d on long randing f ar that a · n f othold th r could cut 

th Manila galleon trad and provid a ba m hi h to atta k th 
M i an int rior. hat finally purr d pain to a t on f ar which had 
b xpre d for ov r a c ntury a a combination of Galv z' z al 
and r ports in th 1760 fr m pani h diploma in t. P t r burg that 

making prob tward. 3 

Hi xp dition to · lifornia' p rts of Mont r y and an 
Di go- an Franci o till b ing unkno n to Europ an - a hurri dly 
plann d and x cut d with minimal n thr hundr d 
m n ould b par d. 'A maritim itio olv d upon,' 
r ord d an offic r pr nt ith Galv z at a 68 council in an 
Bla "and th hip in hich it a to b un n w r a i 

hoo ing for thi purpo th an Carlo and 
of gr at r iz and tr ngth" than th f oth r tiny craft availa t 
four month aft r · · ion the an Carlo 
Bia to fulfill h r mi i n. 

Th v l aboard hich o many hop r riding, al o kn wn a 
th Toi on de Oro, a ixty-four f t long in th ke l with a tw nty­
thr foot b am. ' h wa on of a pair of paquebote pack 
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Jose de Galvez. 
· arian, trug r and 

rful royal ad , h a 
re b hind th 

pation of Alta California. 

Mark Allen became editor last year after 

receiving his Master's degree in History 

from the University of Colorado . Interested 

readers may wish to visit the Serra Museum 

in San Diego's Presidio Park, where a mural, 
designed while he was curator of exhibits 
there, depicts the routes of the land and sea 

expeditions of 1769. 

5 



This is perhaps the only sketch 
made of the San Carlos while 
she existed Mi lab l d La Goleta 
onora-a far mall r I-it 

app ar on th dg of a 1775 map 
of th an Franci Bay r gion 
dra n by Fath r P dro Font. 

•p •p 

con tru t d of th r gion fin timb r in th n hipyard upri r from 
an Bla and laun h d in 1767 .6 A hip right nt from eracruz built 

h r and h r i t r hip an Antonio a tr p arri r , int nd d to aid 
military m v m n in th protra t d Indian ar in onora. 

Th plan hich Gal z ultimat ly ttl d upon for th xp diti n 
all d for two group to trav 1 o rland t an Di g through Baja 

California , hil th an Carlo , aft r alling in La Paz , would 
r nd zvou i t r hip at Bahia an B rnabe n ar Cabo an 
Lu a . Aft r arri ing tog th r in an Di g th y r to ail on to 

ont r y to tabli h a tronghold hil th mall r an Jo e ould 
i rry uppli to th b achh ad to n ur th xp dition ' urvival. 

G alvez'sz' plan b gan unrav ling alm t imm diat ly. H had n t 
r kon d on th int r ath r hich b d vil d th an Carlo 
and h r captain i nt ila , an Andalu ian pilot ith a 

d ad ' n capital hip in pain. Aft r di app aring for 
month in a oyag hi h n rmally la t d fift n to tw nty day 

th an Carlo r app ar d on Chri tma Day 176 .7 Galv z' r tary 
r p rt d that we fir t itn d th ntran of th an Carlo into th 
port of La Paz on th tw nty -fifth of D c mb r, takin ab ard mor than 
ix in h of wat r p r hour hort of er h r ta kl and ri ing in 
hr d with two brok n anchor ; th car o wa dama d x pt i r 
om barr l of flour and h wa ithout any fr h provi ion 
hatso v r. ' 8 

Th military ngin r igu 1 Co tan 6 waiting in La Paz to b ard h r 
for th long journ y north mu t hav b n parti ularly di may d: th 
hip had cl arly labor d mu hon th a trammg ith th ind 

whi h had 1 n d th am whi h pat ut oakum , taking in wat r. ' 
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116° 115° 113° 111• 

By February 18, the San Carlos 
was at the northernmost point on 
this map, only 150 miles south of 
San Diego-but would spend 

31° 

another two months at sea. Th 
primary r a on he ail d so far we t 30° 

a xplain d by urvivor Migu l 
tan 6: 

igation of the outer coast of 29" 

ta is inherently difficult given the 
stant north winds and northwesters, 

Isla Guadalupe 

It o mak Islas San Benito 

n 
in ar ning "an Isla NatMdad .. 

hi h had i diffi ulti in 
f 

r a n 

ork und rtak n on th b a h d arfed anything 
n at th littl outp t. Th y lab r d at th 

tim and in tall d n ta kl and ri ging on th 
1, and th y fabri at d rop and ha r Galv z' 

er tary not d optimi tically, 'quickly d liv ring th tapl in 
ab ndan and an quis 1te m upply for ight month , ith 
d pro i ion nough for on y ar. ix t r room 

truct d on board in hi h rything a a commodat d with 
r ord r,' and a living ompartm nt for th tr am n 

a in tall d. 10 

g ith th upp ila found room aboard for ixty-two 
p a ti- thnic r of tw nty-thr ailor , ond Pilot Jorg 

an haplain Fath r P dr Parron, Fr n h-b rn 
Prat four ok , two black mith two boy and 

Li ut nant P dro g with tw nty-fi oldi r of th Catalonian 
Volunt r R gim nt f li ht infantry. 11 Th y ould journ y north in th 
company of ix liv o a oop of h n r rv d for th i k 12 

0 n unday m ming, January 9, unfp ro rra climb d 
aboard ith Gal z. In th tight pa on d ck th 
app int d Fath r Pr id nt of the mi ion plann d f: r Alta 

California bl d th hip, h r flag and tho aboard h r; h him If 
ould tra l north by land. t midni ht, ila ord r d hi er to igh 

an hor for th Bay of an B rnab e and an Di g . 
Th ir fir t morning at a da n d ith high pirits, a th y pa d 

Gal z on th tiny Concepcion, gr eting him ith houts and a alut 
from all ix cannon . Lat that aft moon till ailing in tand m ith 

ich with little interruption last 
oughout th ear and are directly 

sed to the voyage d because] the 
ine happens to s h northwest to 

t, which requires every vessel to 
from it and run out to sea until 

more variable and favorable
ich they can go as far 

and successfu llystand inin 
eport to which they 

Map courte syof Karina Bu to and 
Manuel O eguera, niversidad Aut6noma 
de Baja California ur Mexico . 

The reconstructions of the San Carlos accompanying this article have 
never been published. Th ar · n b tw n th 
d in nd i circa 1975. Th 

n vi ion an n · · ro 
n g ch Ii qu all in pa 
abov t gun k. Mr. primarily upon 

ip and plan al v I of th p riod. 

Courtesy Raymond Aker. 
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Soldiers and sailors endured 
eemingly endless trips for water 

in a launch like this. Thi 
conj ctural r tion of a 
tw my-one i on 
inventori n 
da it in h r ri 
an hor hi d ip 
fr m grounding. 
Courtesy Ray mond Aker. 

8 

Concepci on , th er put on a ailing d mon trati n for hi b n fit. Th 
train wa b ginning to t 11 on Gal w ho n rout to theth 

Bay of an B rnabe to att mpt un fu r p San Antonio
in tim to ail north ith th an Carlo as d. 
in i ting that h had ians in Baja California 1 o 
unhin d p rhap b of th till-un rtain outcom of hi Alta 
California gamble and by th ar i nora within th y ar h 
laiming t m nci and b lieved him if to 

b by turn th king of Pru ia an d n , and G d Himself
toni h · uld r and ri to till more alt d h ights in 

th King' 

A 
n horing in th bay of an B rnabe on January 14, Vila paid 
Gal z a la t call aboard Concepcion . nding a da 
topping off hi at r ca k -crucial for g along a 

coa t-h put to ea again . On January 22 h h hie 
cau d an.xi ty" from th hip ' caul o r ort nd 
on -half · f at r in th pump . 1 da n 

a had gro n o rough that th bar ly-controllabl 
h Im ma our lat r in condition " hi h y 
with th trong pitching that it cau d th paque at 
th · g fr m damag d ca k . Tho at th 
150 ca n prop rly towed , during th ug 

i h napp d th till r at · r cor th 
d ind in upply .15 

On F bruary 1 th cour to 
th north aft r ailing a a ord r ing 

uadalup I land lat r, th mainland 
Baja California on y n ar d i ing day , in 
fog and tr m c a hi fir t k Ip, ' a k or a oni n 
of on id rabl iz t m two fathom Ion day , an Carlo 

d a po ition 5 mil outh of Th r 
ituation ho · · al· in later report d 

not nough n . to r pl ni h 
at on of th fe rin pla rt r r . 17 

On Mar h an hor d n ar ho l 
Indian th fir human th y had n ov r a month. 
In a udd n gu t of ind , ho th anch forcing ila to 
cut n and con · th .18 Five day lat r land wh r h 
kn that ba in t pani foun r 
167 y ar b unch an nant P dro 
Fag and d oldi r a hor . find rickl of wat r 
ab ut half a mil inland , th y damm d it a 
th aft moon Fag brou ht th oth r of 
th it ; all d cid d that th bra ki h at 
ho a in p ril of running agroun 
h r an hor on th andy b ttom and d 
for d to k dg -a laboriou man uv r in hich th launch haul d on 
of th hip ' anchor a di tan to · · or on th hip 
h av d around th cap tan to pull h r cl ar of dang r. Th 
nin -foot draft , hi h probably imp d d h r ailing qualiti , no doubt 
h Ip d av h r. Whil Fag and hi oldiers pt n th i land , 
pr umably grat ful to b a hor , Vila conf d to having "pa d an 
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119° 

Isla Santa 
Catal ina 

Isla San 
Nicolas 

anxiou 
until da 

118° 

0 n xt v ral day , 
Fag i m n' 
adrrur h l ing 
manh uphill to 
th at · and ba k. 
Whil n 6 fo nd a b tt r 

at rin ac ithin a d 
gr th 
C ck wh n 
triumphantly-th ta k of 

at rin quir d a w k, 
during h the launc 
mad a xhau ting 
fift n nd trip to 
hor an back. 

F :;: a 

m n in 
th laun h 

ila p nt the 
we k truggling
to maintain a 
po ition within

anc 
quali 

117° 116° 

Islas San Benito 

or t a om b hind and ail d 
t again t contrary wind and curr n captain and ere alik began 

to acut ly i l th ffec of urvy-and to ick n furth r from th bad 
wat r th y had o laboriou ly oll t d. On April 19, F rnando Alvar z, 
th co ain of th launch di d, a did Pilot Manu 1 R y th follo ing 
unday v ning. On April 24 ho v r, an i land app ar d, and at da n 

the n xt day Vila found hims lf b tw n four i land and th mainland, 
ho di tant no app d h ights r mind d him of m untain n ar 

Mains'/ Haul Winter 2000 
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The agonizing second 
half of the San Carlos's 
voyage to San Diego, 
February 18-May 1, 1769. 

Map courle u of Karina Busto 
amd Man uel Oseguera, 
Untversidad Autonoma de 
Baja California ur, Mexico. 
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34° 

33• 

32° 

31° 

30° 

29° 

28° 



A cutaway of the San Carlos. 
In 1769 h r hold wa probably 
t mporarily bridg d by d kin 
(not ho n) hi h upport d h r 
tw nty-fi unfortunat oldi r . 

CourtesuRaymond Aker. 

ranada hi h h had n from th M dit rran an. If hi h art ank 
however on recognizing th Chann l I land from arli r xplor r 
d cripti n of th m, h did n t onfess it in hi diary; th y ignifie d that 
h had mi d an Di g ntir ly. Hi ord r , ba d on inaccurat 
a coun hich plac d an Di go' latitud b tw n 33° and 34° north, had 

nt him hundr d of mil 
Bun t d by v ry rough hip anchor d in an P dro Bay, but 

th an hor dragg d. In t ad ila rot , I mad ail to look for th port of 
an Di go, h r confid ntly exp ct d t find th 

n d d-e p ially th i k-a ur at r upply 

A 
t nin on th mornin of April 29 in n - m th a , th 
C ronado I land app ar d, 'th b t and ur t mark for making 
th port f an Di g . ' 23 Eight h ur lat r th an Carlo doubl d 

Point Loma ith a ailor in th bo calling out th d pth on th leadlin 
and br k out h r color to hail th an Antonio, riding at anchor in id 
Balla t Point. ailor only two of horn r main d h althy aft r th ir 
110-day voyag , r 'unabl to l t do n th launch to obtain wat r r to 
do any oth r ork; half th oldi r r pro trat ith curvy a 11. 21 

ith littl ind and th tid again t h r, h an h r d outsid th bay, but 
aft r dark th an Antonio' launch pull d alon id arrying h r ond-in-
ommand, Pilot Migu l d Pino. Though th an Antonio had ail d a 

month lat r than th an Carlo Pino r p rt d and d pit having b om 
di ori nt d among th Chann l I lands, h had b n aitin in an Di go 
for ight n day . Th d p rat : hi aptain, Juan 
P er z, and half th er urvy ith only th 
in th laun h fit for rk. 

t midnight th wind impro d, and b for da non unday May 1, 
th an Carlo an hor d in id th bay at la t. Aft r Ma and th firing of 
annon on both hip th an Antonio' b at br ught Captain Per z and 

d part d again ith a hor party to k a wat ring plac . From high r 
round Kum yaay Indian m n arily ob rv d th nty-on tumbling 
ickly trang r . On f Fag oldi r wa nt ah ad to th m alon 

laying hi apon on th round and making g tur th y hop d would 
communicat p a ful int ntion . Th Kum yaay l t him approa h, and 
aft r ac pting hi gift , dir t d th party by ign to ard wat r amid th 

l oming illo and otton o d by th an Di g 
I 

80
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Alta California' d p rat ly ill occupying fore ould continu to 
d p nd for th ir urvi al on th Kum yaay , ac pting hat v r fi h and 
gam th y could obtain in trad . 

Aboard an Carlo , P erez told hi up rior, ila, ju t ho n ar th 
xp dition had alr ady com to failur : th an Carlo had app ar d on 

th v ry day P'r z had cho n to abandon th p rt for Mont r y, in th 
b li f that ila hip had Ion in om and gon . In rd r to t up 
a t nt ho pital on hor , und r ail brought fr m hi hip ila ord r d 
any u h voyag t mporarily po tpon d h pin that th land xp dition 
or th upply hip an Josewould arrive quickly. Failing that th 
Andalu ian aptain ont mplat d a ui idal mi i n: a a la t r 
hop d to nd off on f th tw paquebote with four or ix m n 
(though it m d fo !hardy to think of to an Bla ... t inform th m f 
our ad condition and to b g th authoriti to nd u th n ary 
uppli ithout paring time .' 25 Th ag rly await d an Jose ho r, 

would n v r om . Aft r b ing delay d by h r o n at r difficulti , 
h wa lo t ith all hand om wh r off th Baja California oa t. 

T o k aft r an Carlo anchored in an Di go Bay, th fir t 
of th two d ary parti nt ov rland by Galvezz hov 
into i 

Fr m a littl · on thi plain... aught ight of th hip ' mainma t , 
arc ly i ibl u of our di tan fr m th m. I d n t know how to 

tell the happi nd joy we all felt at ing the h ur arr f our 
r a hing the -for harb r of an o , r at s
pack tb ats t Carl os and the an Antonio

Though th lat d rit r Fath r Juan Cr pi joyou ly 
DIEGO in giant l tt r in hi diary h a ob r d by th n h 

ncount r d, riting on month lat r that f of th m an k p on th ir 
fe t. Only by a mira l will m t of th m abl to e ap ith th ir 
liv .' 27 ila' diary r ord th ace l rating d ath of hi m n-fir t on 
Filipino ailor th n hi abin boy th n anoth r Filipino . "Ev ry day two 
or thr of th m di d " rot Co tan 6. Wh n Fath r rra arriv d by 
land in Jun h ho ked at th ondition of th m n h had bl d 
in January : 'th rlo i · ailor for all ha di d f curvy , 
a on and a o k." 28 By th nd d ath uld claim 

fifty-on of th a party . 
Though for a y ar th y all i ar d that th aband nm nt of an Di go 

a lik ly th urviv r h ld on and r co r d. In July , Vila ord r d th 
an Antonio outh to an Bla with a k leton crew to bring h lp; 

p tponing h r mi ion to Mont r y until th ir urvival a cur . Th 
d arth of ailor trapp d Vila and th an Carlo in an Di go Bay for 
on and a half y ar b for h could ail h r back to an Bia · day aft r 
hi arri al th r , h too a d ad. Th an Carlo h r If ould return 
to California-though n v r again und r u h gru ling cir um tanc -
and in 1775 b am th fir t hip to ent r an Fran i o Bay. Th l gacy 

hich th an Carlo left b hind in outh rn alifornia ho 
qually ignificant. On th day in 1769 wh n th Kum yaay 
ila' m n con tru t th ir mak hift ho pital to h It r m n of Europ an, 

M xican, Afri an and Filipino d c nt , an Di go a born a a multi­
thni ommunity. 
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A survivor recalls 
arriving in San Diego 
in 1769: 

We entered the port 

of San Diego

110 days after leaving

La Paz: but the crew

and the troops aboard

whose gatigue in so

extended and painfull a

voyage and in the rawest

of winter could not be

less than excessive

arrived in ai11 a deplorable

state. Scurvy had

strongly infected all

without exception upon

entering San Diego two

men were dead of the 

sickness, and most of the

seamen and half the

soldiers found themselves

prostrate in their beds'

only four sailors

remained on foot and

rallied, helped by the

soldiers, to trim and furl

the sails and perform

other manual tasks

- Military Engineer Miguel 
Costans6, 1770. 



A late-eighteenth-century 
Spanish drawing of a 
"pacabote" of eighteen guns. 
Though much larg r than th 

an Carlo , h how what a 
pani h pa k t a lik . 

Courtesy Mu eo aval, Madrid . 

12 

N O TES 

Fran i o Bod gay Quadra , Journal 1792 M HMl 1, Huntington Library, an 
Marino . 

2 e H rb rt I. Prie tly, Jose de Galvez, Visitor-General of ew ,pain B rk I y: 
niver ity of California Pre , 1916) . 

3 nald . Cutter , "Plan for the O cupation of pp r California . A w Look at 
th 'Dark g ' from 1602-1769 ' Joumal of an Diego History 2 no . 1 (Wint r 197 ): 

-90. 
4 iguel Co tan 6 , Diario Hist6rico De Lo Viage De Mar, Y Tierra Hecbos Al orte De 

La California De Orden Del Excelentissimo SenorMarque De Croix, Virrey, 
Governador, Y Capitan General De La ueva Espana: Y Por Direccion Del Illustrissimo 
enor D. Joseph De Galvez, Del Con ejo, y Camara de .M. en el upremo de India , 

lntendente de Exercito, Vi itador General de e. le Reyno . (M xico City: Impr nta del 
up rior Gobi rn , 1 0). Thi and all oth r quotation from Co tan 6 ar author ' 

tran lati n . 
5 Toi on de Oro r fe r to th Ord r of th pa for 

military m r aft r the 1571 B panto . Dim ulat d 
ed on informatio · · · t mad in 

and o r e 
w . h C w 

t inn le her cabin held a pair of 
d whi i cab! wov n of 

o " r : an Carlo wa 
er O e 975): n.p. 

6 im pro ti p th · 
i itio t o b r for 

ma . · d Pin da an officer on Mala pina ' ition , in 
Mi an , al Department of an Blas ( I ndale : Arthur H. lark , 
1967), 39. 

7 Ibid ., 69. 
8 Juan Manu I d ini gra , in Ibid ., 69. 
9 tan 6 , 1 -15. 
10 iniegra , in Thurman , 70. 
11 Th ompo ition of her 1769 er w i ompl of 30: a 

captain , mate , haplain econd ur , "p pilot , 
arp nt r, aulk r cox wain , bloodl gu ight ailor ,, a 

grommet and a page . '·Inventori Mar , California , 
ol. 8, Ar hivo n ral d la a i6n , Mexico City. 

......... 

Mains'/ Haul Winter 2000 



12 According co her manife c the an Carlo wa al o laden with 3,800 gallon of water , 
,676 lb . of dri d b f 1,7 3 lb . of dri d fi h, 6,67 lb . of hardtack , 690 lb . of 

whit br ad , 450 lb . f ch , 300 lb . of hili p pp r, 125 lb . of garlic, 17 bu h 1 
of alt, 5 jar of brandy and 6 of Baja California wine , ugar , flour, lard , corn , ri e 
garbanzo b an , bran, I mil vin gar, fig , rai in , date chocolate , ham , mok ed 
b f tongu , oil and pice . Room had co al o b found for agricultural impl m nts , 
5 ton of wood, 16 ack of coal , and 112 pound of candle . Ow n Coy, "Th an 
Carlo , Mayflower of the We t," California Historian 22 no . 1 1975 6. H r 1769 
complem nt i numb red in "Invencorio del Paquebot ... an Carlo ," February 1769(?), 
Provini ia Interna AG . 

13 Warr n L. Cook , Flood Tide of Empire: .pain and the Pacific orthwe. t 1543-1819 
( ew Haven : Yale, 1973), 53. 

14 Vi nt Vila, 'Diario d aviga i6n d I Paqu b t d .M. ombrado El an Carlo 
Alia El Toy on ... " in Robert Iden Roe , Ed., "The Portola Exp dition of 1769-1770: 
Diary of icence Vila," Publications of the Academ y of Pacific Coast History 2, no. 1 
(B rkeley : niver ity of alifornia , 1911), 12. Thi and all th r quotation from Vila 
ar author ' tran lation . o comparabl e docum nc urvive which record th cour 
of th an Antonio . 

15 Ibid ., 14. The injur d eaman wa Agu tin M dina . The numb r of ca k i in 
"Inv ntorio d I Paqu bot... an Carl ," F bruary 1769 (?), Provini ia Interna , AG 

16 'Galvez had giv n trice order to Captain Vila a al o to th oth er captain to ail out 
into the o ean and proceed a far a latitud thirty-four d gree and then co crui in 

arch of aid port ... " Fr. Junip ro rra to Fr. Franci o Pal6u , 3 July 1769, in Fr. 
Zephyrin Englehardt an Diego Mis ion ( an Franci co : Jam H. Barry Company , 
1920), 18. e al o Co tan 6 , 17. 

17 rra to Pal6u, 1 . 
18 ear Punta an Antonio . 
19 Vila, 45. 
20 Co tan 6 , 17-18. 
21 erra to Pal6u , 18. an Diego ' actual latitud 32° 42' north . 
22 Vila, 87. 
23 Ibid. , 89. 
24 rra to Pal6u , 19. 
25 Vila, 95. 
26 Fr. Juan Cr pi in Ri hard F. Pourade , The Call to California ( an Di go : Copl y 

Book , 1968), 87. 
27 Fr. Juan Cre [o to the Fr. Guardian f the Colegio d an Fernando , 22 June 1769, 

in Engl hardt , 15. 
28 rra co Pal6u: 18. Vila records that the d ad Filipino ailor were Agu tom

Fernand z de Medina and Man o Franci co , and th cabin boy wa Manu I 
anch z. 

Courtesy Raymond Aker. 

Mains'/ Haul Winter 2000 

13 



14 

Esteban Jose 
Martinez: 

A Naval Officer who Steered Spain 
to the Edge of War 

in the Pacific Northwest 
By Vivian C. Fisher 

E 
teban Jo ' Martin z a an important figur in ight enth 

c ntury pani h oyag along th Pacific c a t. Hi car r in th 
orld b gan ith a oyag that tr t h d pain l nd r 

fronti r r ourc to fulfill two bar ly compatibl aim : th d liv ry of 
uppli to th young ttl m nts of Alta California and a mi ion of 
xpl ration . Lik i , th uniqu d mand of rvi at th dg of th 
mpir tr tch d Martin z him lf b yond hi u ual ta k of piloting 
upply hip into an una u tom d rol a th prot ctor of pain ' 

int r ts ho , in a ingl incid nt, catapult d hi nation into an 
int rnational cri i . 1 

pani h-b rn thirty-on -y ar-old offi r arri d in an Bla on 
th t coa t of M xico lat in 1773. H a n wly app int d t th 

a al D partm nt th r hi h rv d th fun tion of naval yard upply 
ba for th mi ion and pr idio of Baja and Alta California , and 
d partur point for xploration farth r north . A pilot by training h had 
ail d from pain to outh Am ri a and th Caribb an inc 175 . 

Martin z' fir t a ignm nt wa a cond -in- mmand to th mo t 
xp ri n d pilot in an Bla , Juan Jo e P erez H rmamdezz. Martin z 

untri d in th coa tal rvi not e fir t or n ond hoi 
hi pr f r n ith r ill or on anoth ignm nt , both common 
probl m in th unh althy climat f th tafi d naval ba . In 
M xi o City, ic roy Antonio <aroa Bucar Ii had b n planning an 

pl ring p dition for v ral y ar . Th hip to b u d a th 
antiago (al known a ueva Galicia) , a 225-ton frigat n ly 
ompl t d in an Bla . h , in fa t, that th r a no tim 

i r a hak d wn crui if h a to ail on h dul in January 177 . 
Gi n th thinly- tr tch d r ourc pain ' far north , ho r, 
th p dition ould fir t n d to d liv r uppli to th Alta California 
pr idio , b for plorin and harting th oa t to 60° north a Bu ar Ii 
had ord r d.2 
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Th voyag from Bucar li point of i a un ucc ful. 
Probl m dogg d th antiago ithin day : li t d badly , taking in 
wat r through h r gunports; h r rudd r a not prop rly con truct d; 
and b th ma la k d tr tl -tr . {er z and Martin z call d at an 
Di g for r pair h r th y di mbark d uppli and l v n of th 
tw nty-thr e ttl r . Among th m a Fray Junip r ixty-
y ar-old fath r-pr id nt of Alta California ' fi 
r turning from M xico City h r h had ucc 

ic r y for hang in th gov mm nt of th n 
mor funds for hi mi ion . 3 

T h antiago anchor d in Mont r y to unl ad h r r maining 
pa n r and uppli and mak furth r rudd r r pair , and 
th n pro d d north ard into wat r unknown to pain. Th y 

did not r ach 60° north a Bu ar li had ord r d , though th y u d d 
in r aching a latitud of 55° ', an haring for a t day ju t outh of 

tka ound on hat ould lat r b nam d ancou r I land . H r 
th offic r and er trad d for a ott r p Its brought by th ar a' 
nati p ople , ho am out to th hip in tw nty-tw can . Martin z 
omm nt d in hi diary that , 'Th Indian ar ha but th y ar of tra 

lik tho in th anta Barbara Chann l. I aw a ladl mad f d 
and coll ct d two I gant arro alth ugh th y ar not lik oth r u d 
in w pain. ' ' Th y did not go a h r to tak i rmal po ion for 
th n at any tim , ho r b cau Pere z t ar d that th big frigat 
might b damag d if h brou ht h r t o lo to unkno n hor . Th 

plor r th n turn d back outh . En rout , th y con id r d 
r connoit rin an Franci o Bay, pr viou ly n by th pani h only 
from th land, but th rigor of th long , cold oyag had l ft th r w in 
bad ondition , and P erez thought it b t to all at Mont r y in t ad and 
allo th m to r cup rat . 

Martin z a aboard non of th thr hip nt north in 1775 t 
d liv r uppli and continu th north rn hi 
up rior d cid d that h n d d mor xp ri n .5 H a a ign d 

in t ad to a i t hip Li ut nant F rnando B rnardo Quir6 y Miranda 
on th an Antonio (al o known a El Principe) to make th annual 
d liv ry to an Di go. In 1776 and 1777 artin z arri d uppli to 
L r to Baja California in ommand of th an Antonio. In th latt r 
y ar h a caught by a torm and for d to limp into Guayma , a p rt 
n rth of an Bla , for r pair . Thi in id nt may hav cau d hi 
up ri r to qu tion hi omp ten b au 177 found him ond in 

command again thi tim to Fir t Pilot Jo e Camacho y Br n on th 
an Carlo (al o kno n a El Toi 6n de Oro), on th familiar upply 

voyag to an Di go. 

T h y ar 1779 a n of gr at maritim acti ity along th Pacifi 
oa t of orth Am ri a . pani h official a ar of th ya 

ar und th rid mad by Captain Jam Co k th pr iou 
y ar urg ntly n d d to kno h th r Cook had I ft b hind a 

ttl m nt north of an Fran i co for no pani h hip had ail d that far 
north inc 1775. In th n climate of urgency the pr i u pra ti of 
ha ing v l of xp loration doubt a upply hip a dropp d . Too 
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Vivian C. Fisher, of Oakland, served for 
many years at the Bancroft Library, Berkeley­
perhaps the greatest depository for California 
historical documents. If you find yourself 
intrigued by the early descriptions of 
California excerpted here, you need not wait 
long to read more; her translation of 
Martinez's entire 1779 diary, published by the 
Bancroft, should be available late this year. 
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The rocky point at bottom 
left is the ame one which 
appears in the photo on 
pages 2-3. Thi map of an 
Bia a dra n by Fran i co 
Mour II , him If a 
di tingui h d Pa ific xplor r .. 

Courte o, Mu eo aval Madrid . 
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mu h pr ciou g od ath r had b nl adi els for th 
ttl m n . Th lar t hip in an cho n to 

arry uppli ornia pre idio 
ight mi ion and th to n of rything from 

corn and b an t h an t aitin for th 
annual upply hip al ay b a ary part of lif in pani h 
California a th mi ion and pr idio b lf- uffi i nt, th 
car gradually hift d from n lik grain and m a t luxury 
go d . Fir t Pilot E t ban J nam d captain . Alth ugh 
h had n r b n to th an Fran i o , ho mi ion and 
pr idio r not y t thr y ar old h kn M nt r y and an Di go 
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H pain takingly r ord d th 
antiago' 1779 oyag in a 

diary hi h rv d th dual 
fun tion of a ailing log and an official 
r p rt. It i a r markabl r cord of th 
travail in olv d in a typical California 
coa tal voyag in th lat ight nth 
c ntury, filled ith d tail to aid futur 
marin r giving advi fo r xampl 

b t our to chart in 
. Whil gal 

ord uir d all aptain to k p 
diari Martin z a mor thorough 
than m t. H int omm nt 
and omplain aga la 
official , r ord d pr · hi hip and er 
topo raphy and th marin lif aw r lating it to 
had non hi vo ut . o doubt writing th running 
comm ntari h l monotony of th t n- yag . 

ariou d lay k pt him in an Bla until th t nth of pril. 
it a o late in th on fore d to ail outh a ell a e t, 
battling th north rly ind and making a many a ix chang of 
h ading an hour in ord r to truggl n rth. Martin z ail d fir t to an 
Fran i and quickly mpl t d unl ading d pit th fact that argo 
had fir t to b lab riou ly tran fe rr d to hor ab ard th launch and 
mall boat hich antiago arri d b au th California lack d 

wharv . 7 From th hor , th mall v l r turn d ith barr l of 
fr h wat r, fir ood and balla t for th n xt l g of th voyag all of 
which had to b to d car fully to k p th hip in trim. Whil at a 
hi m n v n day a k, but in port th y r gi n tim off 
on unday and oth r holy day . 

Hi d partur for Mont r y a difficult, b cau e it r quir d fift n 
day of airing for a br ak in th pr vailing we t wind to l av th bay. 
Aft r a thr -day voyag outh, Martin z d crib d Alta California 
capital on th v nt enth of Augu t: 

The Pr idio Carlo y i d on a plain 
anchorag ab mu w ction i qu 
120 a vara I - and with four ba . 
In th y two cann to the b ach . 
I than ra nd and o 
thick. than two hundr at a , an p , 
and th d r than fiv hu rd of 
Th y h although they m r th 
troop .8 

T h work at Mont r y r quir d long r than anticipat d b au 
Gov rnor Felip de ev ord r d him to load om pin log ut 
for n con truction at an Di go. Once again, h found hims lf 

at th m rcy of th ind, th lack of hich d lay d him a furth r tw Iv 
day . Whil waiting, h d crib d the difficultie in ailing from Monter y: 
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The pre idio of Monterey , about 
fift ee n years after Martinez 
vis ited it. 
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From th a · · the warp and ... to ho r th 
wind in ord · t of Ano o. 
And th mo et w 

rd r to go and to 
wait r th a 
th r , but 

Taking car not to ntan l hi anch r in th bay' k lp Martin z 
a for d to ail north and w t to find a ind to tak him outh. 

Martin z had ncount r d fog almo t continuou ly in hi approa h 
to an Franci o in mid-Jun . It a no th nd of Augu t, and th fog 
blott d ut all but th bri i t glimp of th anta Lu ia rang , which 
r d him that h a on our . ot anting to ri k having to 

av hi ay b tw n th Chann l I lands, h plann d to ail through 
anta Barbara Chann l by u ing a ro k n ar an Migu l I land a a 

i ual mark r to k p him b tw n th mainland and th i lands. 10 

Wh n h a ak n d from an aft moon nap, h v r h a alarm d to 
find that 'th ya of th h lm man r taking m do b tw n anta 
Cruz and an Migu l I land . 11 H ord r d th h ading hang d t 
n rth a t to tak him do r to th mainland and u c d d in cl aring 
th hann l. For th b n fit f futur marin r , h r mm nd d 
k ping quidi tant b tw n th mainland and an Migu l and anta 
Cruz I lands a th af t our . 

That hazard pa t h b gan lo king for th di tinctiv outlin f 
anta Catalina I land and an P dro Bay, noting that thi chann 1 hould 

b folio d until Point L ma a ight d. H am d marin r to avoid 
th hallo bay that th pani h nam d Fal Port (mod m Mi i n Bay , 
b au n arby landforms look d imilar to Point Loma and Fal P rt 
ofi r d n anchorag but a andy bank. 

Th antiago anch r din an Di go Bay on th t nth of 
Durin th v yag Martin z had v ry littl tim to vi it th mi 
though h not d om information about th ir h rd and harv hi h 

ro ing t adily. Aft r m ntioning th pr idio Martin z d rib d 
an Di go' mi ion, hi h had b n r built aft r it a d troy d in an 

upri ing four y ar b for . Th mi ion, h 

i f p n of the
y m 

n g h ti w 11 
o il ified or 

th 5 o cattl , 
colts, ith du 
a neg t o hich 

1 th y p y · mor than 50 
and f tion i t known 

t havin ha y. It 30 Chri tian 
lag _13 

T h antiago p nt almo t a month an h r d in an Di go 
b cau of a hortag f mul to haul h r argo, and b au 
th difficulty in unloading th timb r fr m Ont r y. Work a 

of 
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bar ly ompl t d h n Martin z r c i d ord r from an Bla to r turn 
a qui kly a p ibl b au of th thr at of ar ith England. Th 
inad quat ly arm d and mann d antiago ould not b lik ly to outrun 
or outman uv r anoth r hip. 

ot antin to ait for th ind , th r ourc ful aptain u d hi 
laun h to to th frigat out of an Di go Bay. H follo d th 
familiar Baja Calif rnia outh ithout incid nt , th ugh 

arning of th hazard f b ing pull d by urr nts into th Gulf f 
California at Caba an Lu a , it b ing aim t impo ibl to g t out if 
mbay d at that tim of y ar. H finally anchor d at an Bia on th 

tw nty- ixth of tob r, mor than ix and on -half month aft r hi 
d partur . 

artin z ontinu d to arry uppli t Alta California making 
v ya in 17 0 17 2-17 3 and 1785-17 6. Hi a ignm nt in 17 2 
in lud d d li ring uppli to th n pr idio of anta Barbara and 
finding th b t an h rag th r hil hi junior offic r furth r 
r onnoit r d and hart d th hann I. Hi r putation ith hi 
up ri r had I arly ri n, b au th 1782, 1783 and 1786 voya 
a h in olv d two hip und r hi command. 

I 
n 17 6, v n on pir d to pu h Martin z to ard th orld 
potlight. Aboard hi flag hip , hi conv r ation ith ic nt 
a adr y ga , a xi an m rchant li n d to organiz a trad in 

marin mammal p I to b x hang d in China for quick ilv r, park d 
hi int r t in th fur trad . hil hi two hip r d at anchor in 
Mont r y th y r join d by a pair of Fr n h hip command d by 
th C mt d La Per u , on a voyag ar und th orld. Th y had 
r c ntly topp d at Con p i6n , Chil , artin z I arn d , and had air ady 
b n a far a 61 ° north b for i iting Mont r y. Martin z rot to th 
vi roy, th Cond d alvez, ith c mp llin n : th Fr nch had 
p k n t him f Ru ian at nala ka ngag d in trading ith th nati 

inhabitan for p I hi h r th n old in China .16 

Martin z' r port , a II a tho fr m offi ial in Chil and fr m 
P dr d ormand , th pani h amb r to th Ru ian u 
au ing gr at alarm in Madrid in arly King Carlo 

ord r d an xp diti n nt north to v rify th r p rts , and Martin 
th only availabl · ith · nc in far north rn and in 
uffi i ntl I ad it. Alm th m m nt hi two 
hip arri d · · tinati n, illiam ou 

Martin d hi junior offi ho r 
all r lativ ly n to th rigor of th Bia rvi . (Th ir rancorou 
int ra tion , hich b an ith a di m ongitud n a 
parti ular day alat d into all gation that Martin z hit and pat up n 

n of th m, drank t o mu h, and v n car ith th ian . In 
pit of thi th xp dition fo und and r port d n iv Ru ian 

cupation from T h ad d I land to nala ka . al o I arn d 
that th Ru ian r planning to xpand a ound th 
follo ing y ar. 

Th vi r y imm diat ly m unt d an th r p dition again ith 
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Anchored at Spain ' ootka outpo t, 
a British merchant hip trades busily 
with the nati ve people. An angry 

n unt r h r b tw en th aptain of 
an th r Briti h hip and Martin z I d 
th two countrie to th brink of war . 

Courtesy Mu eo de America , Madrid . 

20 

Martfn z in command. H 
ail d fr m Bla in 

F bruary 1 ar ly two 
month a · from th 
n rth, i to r ct an 

utp tat a f of 
pain ' claim to th r gion. 

Wh n h arri d in ootka 
ound how r h found 

Engli h and Am ri an fur 
trad r but no Ru ian . On 
En li hman, Captain Jam 
C In tt arriv d two month 
aft r th paniards and in i t d 
on hi right t b th r ba d 
on aptain Jam Cook ' vi it 
th r in 1 7 . Martin z 
ount r d that pain ri ht to 

th ba d on hi o n 
in 1774. 

n uing argum nt , 
artfn z arr oln tt and 

imp und d hi hip, th 
Argonaut · o n d by 
an · ndi Me of fur 
tra b · hi 17 6 
on r ation it m r hant 
a adr y pani h 
aptain nlarg d hi thinkin to 
n ompa pain ' int rnational 

int r , i ualizing th 
onomic pot ntial of th fur trad , parti ularly if England and oth r 

for ign po lud d. Martin z a t d b idly: arching th 
Engli h hip , h found nough pr - ut lumb r to build an outp t and a 
mall hip all th pr f h n d d to ju tify k ping ln tt a pri on r. 

Alon ith th Argonaut h imp und d two oth r En 1i h hip and a 
oon a po ibl nt th m and th ir r und r guard a to an 

Bla .16 

W nn w ofL ndon 
n lat 1 9, a publi out ry rupt d h ight n d by m r han 

h ou ht to br ak pain monopoly on Pa ifi trad and 
pr ur d Prim Mini t r illiam Pitt to a t. Th r ult wa an 
int rnational cri · alating from Engli h prot t at th pani h ourt 
to rumor and · h n ith r po ant d or could 
afford . In th fa of · of · nc and abandon d by h r 
Fr nch ally in th thr luti 1 p ll d to 
compromi . Th 1790 onv ntion provid d a p a ful 

ttl m nt ith both id n r inta t, but pain · 
up h r ootka outpo · in un ttl d ar a Engli h · r 
p rmitt d to top for n c ary r pair and to tak on at r and 
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fir o d. ith r country a p rmitt d to r t any p rman nt 
tabli hm nt. 11 

Martfn z a n v r r primanded, a far th r rd ho , though h 
fad d rapidly from th n . Th vi roy, th Cond d R villa Gig do 
and th ommandant of an Bla Juan Franci co d la Bod ga y Quadra, 
orr pond d ab ut th wi dom of hi action but did not m ntion 

taking a tion again t him. Th follo ing y ar 1790 briefly a Martfn z 

again at o tka ound, but not a ommandant of an xp dition. H 
r turn d to M xi o n th fir t uthb und hip, b au ju t b for th 
xp dition ail d from an Bla a royal ord r am r quiring him to 

o n a h could b par d from hi duti . Hi 
had fi1 d a complaint that h had not n him for ight n y ar in 
h rtly aft r th birth f th ir daughter in 1772. Little i kno n about th 

final chapter of hi car r in pain, c pt that h command d a f 
m rchant voyag . H r turn d to M xi o in 1796 and di d th r two 
y ar lat r, at th ag f fifty- ix aft r rving hi untry ably for forty 
y ar. 

E 
t ban Jo e Martin z had a long and ari d car r a a pani h 

naval offi r. B tw n th y ar 1774 and 17 6, h mad mor 
upply voyag to th two California than any oth r pilot, 

ommand d two p dition to th Pacific t and participat d in 
two oth r . H a a ignifi ant figur in ight nth c ntury pani h 
voyag along th Pacifi oa t, a coa tal pilot h t pp d bri fly but 
d ci iv ly into th int rnational potlight. 
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The little outpo t of anta Cruz de 
Nootka, under the protective guns of 
the fort of an Miguel, would not 
remain panish for long. Th 

pani h frigat Concepcion, minu h r 
topma ts and cov r d by awning , Ii 
at anchor b lo , hile Tetaku, a hi f 
fr m the trait of Juan d Fu a, i 
paddl d aero for a i it. 

Courte y Mu eo de America , Madrid . 
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This 1758 Russian map 
hows unknown lands along 

the rim of the western 
Pacific, where enterprising 
Russians envisioned great 
commercial possibilities. 
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Hi ton , . , aut tran lation . 
5 Antonio arfa Bu , Au ia d Guadalajara 

516, Ar hi o G n 
6 Th following ace iario d aviga i n d dn . E tevan Jo f 

Ma · z ... para lo tr P n ... l 9," Th Ban roft Library , 
B r y. 

7 Mart z no at an Fran i o Bay ould only b approach d ucc fully from th 
n hie tat d wa al o th ca in Mont r y and an Di go. 
Mart z, fo -55v. 

9 Ibid ., fol. 57r. 
10 Martfn z' " liff of Lobo " ( a lion ) is known today a Richard on R k. 
11 Ibid. , fol. 61v. 
12 fanega i a m a · y quival nt to one and on -half bu h 1 , or 120 

allon . Th word mount ow a fanega of grain. 
13 Ranchera wo villag r of dw lling , ith 
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A recon truction of the little 
Sonora-not the ideal craft in 
which to explore the Pacific 
Northwe t. 

Courte y Raymond Aker. 

24 

B d a y Quadra cupi a uniqu 
p ition among pain' ight nth ntury 
Pacifi xplor r . H tand midway 

b n an ab! orkaday coa tal pilot lik 
E t ban Jo ho und rto k ploration 
in addition to hi r gular duti and a truly 
int rnational-mind d figur lik Al jandr 
Mala pina ho d ir to furth r pain imp rial 
int r a m Id d ith th pirit of th 
Enlight nm nt: ci ntific curio ity. In t ad 
B d ga y Quadra i b t n a an organizati n 
man -b th in th of hi ambition to rise

ithin · h n ph r and in th organizational 
kill . h h brought to Pacifi c a tal 

plorati n. A hi int raction with th c d 
Engli h pl r r G org an ou r att ts 

far from paro hial-mind · tra agant ho pitality and haring 
g graphi al informatio tati of pain' longtim 
n · . Lik Mala pi val ffic r of th 

n t th Marina Jiu trada. nlik him 
d n rld omp achi 
Id ith th limit ailabl on pain' 

north rn fr nti r. Th on lu · i th fru tratin 
hi h typi ally tunt d th paniard b rn in 

th · 2 E n a man lik gay Quadra possessed of 
traordinary ambition, ould n t ri to · ought h d rv d 

for hi a · rr d on th frin mpir , far from th 
of ni h ourt and h lack d nn tion in adrid 

n hie pani h-born ould r ly. Th fir of hi ambition hi h 
h Ip a ount for th ing ntradicti n b tw n th ra hn h 

hibit d arly in hi ar r and hi m th di al lat r practi a an 
plor r and n gotiator, a n t nough to m lt th ic f hi r ol 
. . 3 on ins

"The impulsiveness of two spirited youths" 

B od a y Quadra' arly ar r dramati ally pitomiz th 
tran ition fr m ad ho ploratory xp dition to car fully-
mount d m th dical on . Born in 1744 in Lima, P ru h 

a criollo paniard born and rai d abroad. Hi family' nobl 
an try, hi moth r lin ag among north rn P ru' land d g ntry and 
hi fath r bu in u c and po ition a a nior offi ial of th 

rchants' Guild n ur d th ir on ntran to th Real Academia de 

Guardia Marina th na al acad my in adiz pain. Aft r graduating 
h bri fly a in th M dit rran an but thi rath r routin lw 

nd d h n, a on of a group of ix promi ing young offic r h wa 
l t d for in pain to tak part in th program of 
ploration of th Pa ifi orth t. 

In D mb r, 1774 h r port d for duty in an Bia in th wak of 
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that aval D partm nt' incon lu i 1774 
p diti n north ard in hi h Juan P erezz had 

fail d to find any Ru ian ttl m nt -th 
purpo of hi voyag -or mak any formal 
laim to po ion. From hi pala in M xi o 

City ic roy Antonio d Bu ar Ii imm diat ly 
ord r d a ond p dition. With th arri al of 
additional offic r B d ga among th m thr 
hip r d ignat d to b nt north ; th 250 

ton frigat antiago ommand d by Li ut nant 
Bruno d Hezeta , the onora a fifty-nin ton 
ch n r und r Li utenant Juan d yala for 

in hor xploration and th 200 ton pa k t b at 
an Carlo und r Li ut nant Migu 1 Manriqu , 
harg d ith making th fir t chart of an 

Fran i Bay. 
Th thirty-on y ar old junior li ut nant wa 

di app int d wh n h 1 am d h ould b 
taying b hind and in t ad volunt r d to rv 

a an tra offi r on th tiny onora. Th y ail d 
from an Bla on arch 16, 1775, but thr day 
out anriqu d lop d i n of in anity and had 
to b nt back. In th r huffling of ommancls 
B d gay Quadra a gi n th onora, a twi t of 
fat that launch d hi ar r. 

T h voyag had b n ha tily put tog th r 
a ituation that Bod ga ould n r tol rat 

a in charg of p dition planning. Th onora a a po r 
choic for exploration only thirty- ix i t long , not built for th op n 

a and bar ly capabl of thr kno und r full ail. h riou ly 
d lay d th p dition progr for at tim th antiago wa r quir d 
to tak in ail in ord r not to lo h r ntir ly and on on o a ion n 
took th little onora in to . 

Th untri d er w of fourt n wa mo tly compo d of ranch hand , 
and only four had pr viou ly b n to a. Th onora carri d no urg on 
nor m di in of any kind and a minimal upply of food and at r. 
mall deck hou mad a cabin of orts for th two offic r , but th 

had to 1 p in th cramp d torag ar a or itting up on d k xpo d 
to th lements . 

Aft r making landfall at Trinity H ad in north rn California , trag dy 
truck ju t outh of Cap Elizab th , n ar th ntranc to th Quinault 

Riv r on th coa t of pr nt-day Wa hington, wh n fiv of Bod ga ' 
m n and hi b a wain r kill d a th y w r btaining wat r and 

ood a hor .1 v r again would Bod ga allow him lf or hi m n to 
b unpr par d in th ir d aling ith ativ Am ri an . Th y continu d 
north ith th ix r pla d by am n from th antiago . Off th 
ntranc to th y t-undi ov r d trait of Juan d Fuca Bod ga y Quadra 

and hi cond in command , th tw nty-four-y ar-old Franci o M ur 11 , 
b cam convinc d that H z ta ant d to turn back b cau th 
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Francisco Mourelle as he 
looked in 1819 , long after the 
reckle s young ex plorer had 
matur ed into a re pected 
officer. 
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This map of the coast between 
San Francisco and the Alaska 
panhandle was made by Bodega 
and Mourelle after their daring 
1775 voyage in the Sonora. 

Courte yMu eo aval , Madrid. 
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xp dition a far b hind ch dul and th antiago ' r tri k n ith 
urvy. Huddl d in th ir tiny quart r for two hour that night, th two 

di u d a radical plan. Th n, und r o r f darkn on July 31, 
1775, th tiny onora d lib rat ly lipp d a ay to ontinu alon h r 

yag into th unknown. 
a ' th impul i n of Yi ar lat r Mour 11 d 

two pirit d youth . Mour app ar to hav nth plan' 

hugg d th oa t a 
a ay from land h 
trait of Juan d Fuca . 

originator, though a "b th r of th 
am mind it a not difficult to obtain 

[Bod ga ' ] agr m nt. ~ In on of 
hi tory ' m r radical a of p r 
pr ure, th y ju tifi d th ir d ci ion 
partly by a king th m l h th r 
th y ould fa th ir fri ncls in an Bla 
if th y mad no att mpt to fulfill th ir 
mi ion. 

T h · ion to go it alon 
h r, a mor than an a t 
of in ubordination; it wa 

madn Continuing north into th 
fi re autumn torrns-in on of hich 
an wamp d and n arly 

manag d to r a h 
a nond rip ar pr nt-day 

itka Ala ka . and ts 

of xpo ur 1 ft th tri k n 
that only B d ga y Quadra Mour 11 
and th cabin boy r main d trong 

nough to ork th hip. Though th y 
manag d to r a h 58°28 ' north, Bod ga 
y Quadra d in hi two 
att mpt to th latitud 
p cifi d in iti · tion. 

Comp 11 d o 
B nt r d and na t 
Bucar Ii t of 
Prin o I land. 7 hart d 
ar fully and th a t ion wa 

p rform d for with an y to th futur 
h thought i r limat and 

nt ha ould mak th bay 
a g d ju · ff p int for lat r 
xploration tinuing outh h 
· ; had · els for d th onora 

th fir t to ight th ntranc to th 

Wh n onora limp d into p rt in Mont r y, th capital of pani h 
California , o ak r th two offi r and th er that all had to b 
arri d a h r . Th ir voyag und niably had pi qualiti , and in hi 
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r p rt to Madrid ic roy Bucar Ii ignor d Bod ga ' in ubordination and 
prai d him in t ad for hi "h roi con tancy and di r gard of ri k . ' 8 

H wa r ward d ith a promotion to Li ut nant , v n dra ing th 
att ntion of King Carlo III, ho t k th unu ual t p of rd ring that 
both a noti and B d ga ' chart b pub li h d.9 

Th voyag had afford d a r markab l di play of aman hip and 
d t rmination not to ay a harrowing xp ri nc . Thou h no ignificant 
di cov ri had b n mad nor Ru ian ttl m nts ncount r d , th 
con qu nee .10 B au th 
p rform d c r monial acts formalizing th ir claim to p ion at four 
lo ation th pani h mpir in th Am rica a xt nd d om 1,500 
mil furth r n rth . 

11 
E ntial kno l dg of harb ur and anchorag 

had b n obtain d , a had d tail d information on th nativ p opl with 
wh m futur xp dition would int ra t. 

12 

Bod ga y Quadra ' dogg d , m thodical approach to fulfilling hi 
m 10n i p ially appar nt in th p dition ' mo t tangibl r ult , th 
g n ral chart of th voyag which h pr par d . For the fir t tim , a 
r a onab ly accurat indicati n of th dir ction of th oa tlin from an 
Franci co Bay to th Ala ka Panhandl xi t d on pap r a va t r gi n 
which pr vio u ly had b n a virtual blank on th map. To Vi roy 
Buca r li , the chart a p cially ignifi ant , giving him and m 
authoriti r a on to riou ly doubt wh th r any of th mythi al 
navigabl pa age aero orth Am rica xi t d . 13 B cau a numb r of 
po rful individual in Madrid ant d ab olut proof , ho r--

p cially th dynamic Mini t r for th Indi Jo e d Gal z-- pain ' 
arch for th orth t Pa ag continu d , with Bod ga y Quadra 

promin ntly involv d. 

Bodega y Quadra 's Second Voyage: 
An organizational triumph 

N 
pain ' hroni hort ag of mon y, man pow r, and 

p cially hip d lay d B dega ' cond voyag for four y ar . 
Whil th vie roy in i t d that th r upply mi ion to th 

California ttl m nts a y t far from lf upporting , hould hav 
priority ov r furth r exp l ration , Mini t r Galv z di agr d , citing public 
kno 1 dg that Jam Cook wou ld oon mbark on hi third voyag in 

ar h of a Pa ific ntranc to th orth t Pa ag . Galvez ord r d 
th p dition to ail promptly ith a twoi ld mi ion : to xp lor 
Ala kan at r a far a 65° north , and to k and arr t Cook for 
tr pa ing in pani h at r .11 

To avoid th ri k evident in ailing a 1 ne hip into unkno n 
north rn wat r , it wa d id d that th xp dition hou ld b carried out 

ith two frigat . Th Prince a as to b built in an Bla hil 
Bodega y Quadra wa nt to P ru to pur ha anoth r, a m rchant hip 
nam d th Favorita which h ord r d conv rt d to hi p ificati n to 
mak it mor uitabl for xp loration. Thi voyag of xp loration ou ld 
b both th co tli t , and th b t pr par d , f all th pani h north rn 
xp dition . 15 
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These eighteenth century 
drawings show the Favorita 's 
stern , before and after the 
alterations ordered by Bodega. 
The ship , rechristened 
Remedios , had a higher stern 
affording more space for her 
enlarged complement of men. 
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••· .. .... . 

How does one convert a 
merchantman into an explorer? 

th ight nth ntury b for -
and-aft r dra ing ho , th 
m ticulou Bod ga ord r d 
ext n iv alteration to th P ruvian 
m rchant hip Favorita to r ady h r 
for exploration-evid ntly ven 
changing th femal figureh ad to a 
mor uitably military lion! 

28 

Th almo t ca ual approach hich had charact riz d th pr paration 
of th Per z and H z ta-Bod ga xp dition , Bod gain i t d a not to 
b r p at d. Th offic r a ign d to th two frigate h Id planning 

ion , chair d by Li ut nant Ignacio Art aga ho by virtu of 
niority had b n appoint d by th vie roy to l ad th xp dition. 

Arteaga a a comp tent ailor but la k d B d ga y Quadra ' boldn 
p r v ranc , planning abiliti , and p rhap hi judgment , inc h had 
ju t b en r l a d from thr y ar in jail for in ulting a pri t. 16 Tog th r, 
they car fully on id r d l on l am d from th two pr viou 
xp dition parti ularly in matt r of organization communication and 

logi tic . B d ga and hi t am of pilots pain takingly r ar h d th ir 
our , th ind and curr nts to b xp t d , and r ommend d 

plac wh r xploration hould b cone ntrat d . 
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A 
n imp rtant k y to u a th pr paration of th 
xp dition ' chart . Having d mon trat d on hi pr viou 

voyag th unr liability of map by promin nt th oretical 
g ograph r of th day, Bod ga y Quadra and hi t am r at d a large , 
co lour-cod d chart to ho hat a known to xi t and b li v d to b 
a curat from th xplo ration of Ru ian navigator , p cially B ring 
and Chirikov , and th publi h d map of mor r liabl cartograph r , 
in luding tho of th Ru ian Acad my of ci nee . After four y ar of 
pr paration and d lay , th xp dition et ail from an Bla on 
F bruary 11 1779, thr e day befor Cook , th man th y r ord r d to 
app rehend if encounter d, wa kill d in Ha aii. 

Art aga ace pt d Bod ga ' r omm ndation that Bucar li Bay hich 
lay in th am g n ral latitud a th uppo d pa ag of Admiral 
Font b xamin d mor thoroughly and a month a p nt in th ta k. 

From th r , th two hip continu d north , p rforming ac of po ion 
at Port Etch on Hinchinbr ok I land at th entrance of Prine William 
ound, th north rnmo t point v r claim d by pani h plor r , and at 

Chatham Bay on Cap Elizab th at th to what i pr ntly 
known a Cook inl t h r , 
unknown to t k him If 
had p rforme ame 
ceremony the previou y ar. 
Al o unkno n to th m, a 
Ru ian trading po t tood 
n arby · a littl mor arching 

ould have r v al d fur trad r 
h r and 1 h r , for th 
Ru ian had a numb r of mall 

ttl m nts and trading po ts in 
th vi inity. 

W ithout any warning 
or on ultation with 
B d ga y Quadra, 

ho v r, Art aga abruptly 
d id d to ail ba k to an Bla 
B au th 
tr nding outh t, th r 

m d n p ibility of 
r aching 65° north a call d for 
by in tru tion . Mor ov r th 
viol nt torm , bitt r cold , and 
blinding now h n it a not 
rammg r condition to hich 
Mexico-ba d ailor r hard ly 
accu tom d and mad 
navigation in th rou 
wat r xtr m ly hazardou . curvy too , had incapacitat d many of 
Art aga ' It i vid nt from Bod ga ' non -too-di ere tly- ord d 
journal that i h d to continu exploring : ' I agr d to r turn [to 
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Bodega spent many hours poring 
over this composite chart, part 
of his elaborate preparations for 
the 1779 expedition north with 
Arteaga. 

Archivo General de India , evil/a. 
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Mont r y] in pit of my d ir to continu our na igation ," h not d , 
but grumbl d that ' I did not hav th opp rtunity to prop any oth r 
cour . "17 With ag , p rhap , ame gr at r aution , but in fact h a 
without viabl alt rnativ for both Art aga and ic roy Bucareli had 
pla d him und r tri t ord r to r main in company ; th r a to b no 
r p tition of 1775. 

T h folio ing d cad a Bod ga o upi din a ari ty of ta k . 
For a y ar h command d th aval D partm nt of an Bia and 
th n mad a ond voyag to P ru and p nt a tint in Havana .18 

H in pain from 17 4 to 17 9, aft r arranging th tran fer in hop 
ould h lp him obtain an a ignm nt that ould l ad to hi 

advan m nt to flag rank. H al o hop d to gain th r quir d 
i n to marry th daught r of a militia col n l in T pie. ith r 

qu t a ucc ful. 19 

B d ga pur uit of ad an m nt wa thwart d by th doubtl ly 
aggravating di ov ry that nior naval offic r p ially Antonio alde
th Mini t r of Marin r pon ibl for all nior appointm nts, r quit 
indifi r nt to or una ar of hi accompli hm nts a an xplor r. Twi 
h mad th long journ y from Cadiz to th royal palac of El E orial , 
ou id Madrid , to k an int rvi with th mini t r, but it i appar nt 
that h had no friend at ourt to p u hi ca . In addition h 

n ount r d oppo ition for a mor ubtl r a on : th ll kno n 
pr judi again t ' colonial b ing giv n nior appointm nts in any 
bran h f th rvi th gov rnm nt or th church. Mor ov r a 
confid ntial a m nt mad of him at thi tim by hi up rior damn 
him with faint prai e: 

Known worth , g d ondu t, m d t tal a fulfilling hi 
ommi ion , ati fa tory int llig n , h d d and ho n an 

aptitud for it.20 

W hil in Madrid h ubmitt d a propo al hi hi charact ri ti 
of th man, d mon crating int ll tual int r mid ay 
b twe n tho of a pilot lik Martin z all d on to und rtak 

xploration, and a truly int rnational-mind d figur lik Al jandro 
Mala pina . B d ga propo d a car ful charting of th ntir Pacifi oa t 
from Ti rra d l Fu go t a far north a po ibl to ompl m nt 
con urr nt pani h fforts to d v lop an accurat atla of th lb rian 
p nin ula coa t. Hi propo al, ho v r, ould not hav r at d a 

i ntifi p dition on th mod l of C ok and La P erou , ho 
voyag brought th ir countri pr ti in both th i ntifi ommunity 
a hol and among th g n ral publi . King Carlo III ought th 
opportunity to promot th natural and phy i al a a m an of 
h ddin pain ' int ll tual i olati n and Bod ga ' propo al off, r d 

n gligibl int r t to th ci ntific community and w uld n t hav 
brought pain th d ir d int rnational acclaim . Mala pina ' propo al of 
a mor ambitiou exp dition mbra ing a numb r of di iplin , 
ho v r, r iv d prompt r yal ndor m nt. It did Mala pina no harm 
that b th h and Mini t r Antoni Vaid ' r b th m mb r of th 
Ord r of Malta a p ial link th lik of hich Bod ga y Quadra uld 
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only dr am. ot for th la t tim h 
mu t ha th ban of hi 
ambition: hi colonial birth and la k of 
highly pla rt. 

Fae d with un mploym nt Bod ga y 
Quadra volunt to r turn to th Am · nd 
wa ap · mmand th aval nt of 

,llJ.. 
. 

-

-

an Bla p rh au ov r · d to mak 
. 

u of hi unri al d kno of th t. Whil 
thi i th r a on giv n · · of app intm nt, it i al o cl ar 
that hi d ci ion a an · nation d p ration. 
Ev n , two y b for hi ace pt d. Apart 
from th fa t that hi fruitl y ar in pain had riou d hi 
finan ial po ition , an Bla did not promi th · m nt lik ly to 
ati fy hi ambiti n . Th only naval a tiviti on M xico ' t oa t 

r routin upply mi ion to California and th prot ction of th 
coa t again t pirat and muggl r . 

A Surprising New Future 

T h pi tur ould hang dramati ally h n Ru ian fur trad r 
r n ount r d in th Gulf of Ala ka in 17 a di o ry 

hi h l d to th d i ion to tabli h a tt1 m nt in tka 
und to for tall a rumour d Ru ian plan to do th am . Captain 

B d ga y Quadra' r turn coincid d ith th b ginning of th p ri d of 
gr at t pani h a tivity in th Pacific orthw t and hi or anization 
kill r imm diat ly n d d to manag th udd n in r a 

r p n ibiliti of an Bla . Reporting to an abl hands on ' vi roy , th 
ond Count f R Gig d , h had fir t to r activat th naval ba 

virtually dormant r ight y ar and to int grat n civilian and na al 
p r onn 1 in ludin ffi r nt from pain t augm nt th handful h 
had r main d. r hip had to b built to m t th d mand f th 
r n w d xploration pro ram. nd r B d a' dir ti n , fi major 
exp dition w r plann d and arri d ut. 21 Intimat ly r lat d to th 
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Bodega's general chart, made 
after his 1779 voyage. 

Court e syMus eo aval Madrid . 
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The celebrated British explorer 
Captain George Vancouver 
served under Captain James
Cook until Cook 's 1779 death, 
when he took over command of 
the expedition. 

32 

voyag a th looming int rnati nal cri i o r th v nts at o tka . 
In 1792, Bod ga y Quadra a plac d in command of th E p diti n 

of th Limi hich brought him to ootka to n gotiat ith Captain 
G org Van ouv r. In igning th ootka conv ntion in 1790, pain had 
ba k d do n from th brink of ar with Britain , but th d um nt had 

riou d fec , t mmin from th fact that it had b n n gotiat d ha tily 
on th ba i of incompl t and inaccurat information . K y articl 
op n to diffe ring int rpretation . For xampl north f hat point n 
th coa t could th Engli h tabli h trading po ts? a it north of an 
Franci o a th Engli h maintain d or in variou pani h int rpr tation , 

a it n rth of th trait of Juan d Fu a, th north rn part of ootka 
ound or v n th north rn hor of Fri ndly Cov its if

To att mpt to r l th and oth r matt r th two gov mm nt 
app int d th ir r p ti 1 ct d 
B d ga y Quadra ' b cau of my go d opinion of you warrant d by 
your z al, kill and onduct. Your kno l dg and p ri nc in th 
north rn oa of thi Am rica a ur th gr at t u in thi 
important mi ion . ' 22 Th Briti h appoint d an ouv r to und rtak th 
a ignm nt hil ngag d in hi urv y of th north t coa t. 

B d ga y Quadra and Vancouv r m t twic , fir t at ootka 
b tw n Augu t and pt mb r 1792, for ab ut thr k 
and th n lat r at Mont r y for about v n k . Whil 

ancouv r xp ct d a rath r c 1 r c pti n at o tka hi ho t in t ad 
prov d fri ndly and ho pitabl providing a hou for ancouv r' 
uppli and daily bread m at and v g tabl for hi hip . In th 

hou hich Bod a y Quadra r novat d and nlarg d soo a b tt r 
t r c iv th Engli h " h nt rtain d offic r , r gardl of nationality , 

ith ix- our dinn r rv d on hi p r onal ilv r a feat r marked 
on ond r by all ho vi it d that r mot wild rn .23 Th 
omm nts of vi itor uch a John Ho kin , th mat of Rob rt Gray ' 

Columbia, ar typical; th y found th pani h captain r ally a 
g ntl man, a fri nd to all th human ra ."24 Gray v n nam d hi 
on aft r him. Almo t nightly th r r parti ith inging and 

dancing, hil lat r, in Monter y th diplomatic adv r ari continu d 
o ializing repl t with hor back riding, hunting, country id walk 

and vi its to th n arby Franci can mi ion of anta Clara Carm l 
and anta Cruz . Int rnational t n ion naturally did not vani h· in 
Mont r y for xampl , a bullfight organiz d by th pani h di gu t d 
th Engli h vi itor , hile a dan ing exhibition on Discovery, put on at 
Vancouv r' r qu t by th Hawaiian om n aboard, hock d th 

n ibiliti of Mont r y oci ty. 

W hil th n gotiation th m elve nd d in tal mat and 
ootka remain d pani h until 1795, th p r onal 

r lation hip b tw n th two explor r h Ip d 
int rnati naliz kno l dg of th rth Pacific Coa t' g ography. Th 
b t indicator of their rapp rt in g o raphical matt r i p rhap th ir 

deci ion to b to th plac nam Quadra' and ancouv r' I land " 
long in hort ned to ancouv r I land. 25 Mor importantly, h r a 

pain had al ay b n v ry er tiv about h r xploration , th 
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aptain provid d ancou er 
ith copi of om of hi 

mo t imp rtant harts, a 
g tur th Briti h xplor r 
r ipr at d .26 

aturally uch 
ho pitality a not 
di · hil g nuin 

it a al o politi al. 
Bod ga ' outgoing 
p r onality a 
cong nial at for 

hat oth rwi might hav 
b n a ti ky 
h is mi 

diploma ti to 
allo n t in a 

m f th and 
tatur lo t aft r h r 

humiliation by Prim 
Mini t r illiam Pitt. 

aturally t the forty- ight-
y ar-old B d ga mu t ha 

n in a ucc ful d fen 
of pain int r hi la t 
opportunity t btain that 
promotion to flag rank h o 

ag rly ou ht. 
Hi d aling with th 

r gion ' nati p opl 
lik d mon trat a far-from-parochial minds t.27 Th r i a good d al 
of id n in th ac ounts of i itor that h a lar ly u e ful in 
thi d Heat ta k. ancouv r rot that h ould n t ' avoid ob rving 

ith a mixtur of urpri and pl a ur ho highly th paniards had 
u d d in gaining th confid n and good pinion [of th nativ ], 

tog th r with the ord rly condu t of th latt r on all o a ion to ard 
th paniards ."28 Again B d ga ' moti r not pur ly altrui tic , for it 

a important to h th Engli h that th inhabitants upport d th 
pani h pr nc . Mor ov r, th paniard and Maquinna th tka 

Chi f r highly dep nd nt on ach other for the tability of th ir 

r p tiv po ition . 29 

What v r hop for promotion in r ard for thi killfully conduct d 
mi ion that B d ga y Quadra may hav ch ri h d er di appoint d . 

pon r turnin to an Bla from ootka and Mont r y h un u c fully 
ought a tran fer to th Governor hip of Calla , th p rt n ar t hi 

family in Lima h r th co t of living ould b lo r and h could 
impr v hi criti al finan ial ituati n . In 1794 hi 
had h lp d him a umulat d b amounting to mor than fiv y ar ' 
alary .30 Mor ov r hi h alth rapidly d din d r fl ct d in hi l tt r by 
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Santa Cruz de Nootka. B d ga 
la i hly nt rtain d u in th 
Commandant ' Hou mark d A on 
th map . 
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At Nootka-drawn by one of his 
subordinates , Jacinto Cammano
Bodega occupied the two-story 
building at center left. 

increa ingly fr quent r ference to fatigue and difficulty in carrying 
out hi r pon ibiliti . To ard th nd, thi r olut explor r wa too ill 
v n to ign hi offi ial orr pond nc . Although th i roy trongly 
upport d a tran fe r to Callao and th p n ion hi h h had long 
elicit d from th Military Ord r of antiago to which h b long d h 

r c iv d n ith r. Ev n r imbur m nt for th h avy p r nal p n 
incurr d r c iving ancouv r lud d him· th b t th vi roy wa abl 
to in from Madrid aft r o y ar of ffort a an x-gratia paym nt of 
on y ar' alary. It had to b paid into hi tat , for b for appr val 
wa finally obtain d Juan Fran i co d la B d ga y Quadra di d in 
M xico City on Mar h 26, 179 , at th ag of fifty.31 

0 n y ar aft r hi d ath, hi untry ' flag a lo r d at 
ootka, but th ou randing rvi he r nd r d in hi tw nty-

y ar a o iation with th Pa ifi orthw t i today honour d 
in hi native P ru, M xi o pain and Canada. In California, hi nam 
liv on in B d ga Bay h r h topp d in 1775 whil r turning from 
hi fir t, p rilou voyag into north rn at r . 

"The Island of 
Quadra and
Vancouver " on this 
1802 Spanish map 
is today known as 
Vancouver Island , 
British Columbia. 

34 Juan Fuca 
. 
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3 

5 

6 

7 

9 

NOTES 

Thi articl i an abridgm nt , wit · · and m ndation , of two articl publi h d 
in the Fall, 1995 and pring , 199 olulion , the journal of the Maritime 

m of Briti h olumbia . It by the kind p · ion of th publi h r. 
ception co thi rule n-b rn i ro a ig do . Th r 

uch a Bod ga ' b I, who wa ap Oidor in th 
n atemala and wa ber , in Madrid , of th Coun ii of 

The be work on Bod · Warren L. Cook ' Flood Tide of Emp ain 
and th rtbwest, 1543-1819 ( Ilav n: Yale ni er ity Pr , 1973) , ith it 

ibliography . Th author of article ha ompleted th manu ript of th 
fi phy of B y Quadra . 
T ot Punto de lo Martire. . 
t i parat d t xplor an Fra 
F , s nda Explora ion M . 331, 
other quo e or ' tran lation . 

an Carlo wa no long r with 

o Bay and r turn d to an Bia . 
u o aval , Madrid . Thi and 

tip of Kruzof d in ali bury ound which Bodega all d Puerto de 
nown today a a Lion Cove . 
K tchikan , . Th name giv erto de Bucareli. 

ga , #2073 of 27 December 177 pond n ias de lo irreye , 
Archive G d I n (h r aft ) . 

app ar d in th Official Gaz tte of 19 March and 1 May, r pe tively . Mourell 
w nt on to a di · d car rving od cond-in-command on th 1779 
Art a a-B d ga ition , with a notable r xplor r of th Pacific in hi 
own right. Ile rv d a er tary to i roy R Gig do , aw a good d al of 
acti n in th M dit rran an in the lat 1790 , and ro to th rank f r ar admiral. I le i 
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The bustling anchorage at 
Nootka , seen from the Spanish 
establishment. 
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36 

buri d in th Panth on of aval Her , adiz . 
10 Freeman M. Tov II, "The Ilezeta -Bodega Voyag of 1775: It ignificance for pain ' 

Pre ence in the Pacific orthwe t," TerraeIncognitcaeXXVII (1995) : 57-65. 

11 Th formal act of taking po ion wa p rformed in California al Trinidad Bay, in 
Wa hington at Gr nvill Bay, and in Ala ka at ea Lion Cove and Bucar Ii Bay. Like th 
Fr nch but unlike the Briti h, th pani h c remony wa both an elaborate politi al and 
religiou one , featuring the rai ing of a cro , the chaplain ' rmon , and variou 
ymboli c g ture . The c remony its If varied omewhat , d pending on circumstance . 

Th d ed , a copy of which wa aled in a botde and buried at the foot of the cro , 
alway tated that po ion wa taken in th nam of th king and ( uppo edJy) with 
the native ' con ent. The full t de ription of the a ts a p rform d by the pani h 
are to be found in th journal of Manuel Quimper , when xploring th trait of Juan de 
Fuca in 1790. (ramo Hi toria 68, AG ). e al o Henry R. Wagner , "Cr ation of Rights 
of over ignty through ymboli Act ," Pacific Historical Review, (D cember , 193 ): 297-
326. 

12 Th Yurok Indian of north rn California , the Qu nault Indian of th tat of 
Wa hington and the Tlingit of the Ala ka Panhandle . De ription by Bodega and 
Mour Ile of their cu tom , governm nt and conornie remain a major ource of 
information for tho e tudying the pr -contact p riod. 

13 Th e includ d tho attribut d to F rr r Maldonaldo (latitude 60° ) , Admiral Fonte 
(53° , and Juan de Fuca ( 0 

) , and the Rio de Martin de Aguilar (43° ) which wa 
beli ved to lead to the Great a or River of the We t. 

1 pani h a ither Entrada de Valdes (after th 
Mini ter of Marine) , or Bahia def Principe Guillermo . 

15 It i u ually rd rr d to by hi torian a th third Bucareli xpedition , to differentiate 
berw n the attempt to locate Ru ian ettJements , and th remaining expedition 

ar hing for the orthwe t Pa age. 
16 The prie t had refu ed to eel brat Arteaga ' marriag , for the Ii ut nant had not 

obtain d the requir d perrni ion from the navy . 
17 In hi "Comento ," M . 618, Mu o aval , Madrid . 
18 When pain d dared war again t England in upport of the rebelling American coloni , 

Bod ga and the other an Bia officer were ordered to pain ' main Caribbean ba e, 
Havana , for war duty . Bod ga managed to cave off hi tran fe r for three year , 
p nding 1780 in command of an Bia , th n ail d the n xt year to P ru to k 

mer ury d p rately n ed ed by the Mexican mining indu try . ince no extra upplie 
were available , the voyag failed , and prov d co tly for Bodega per onally : a cu tom 
official in an Bia accu d him-with ome ju tification-of muggling wine and other 
good for per onal u . Th charg coincided with the viceroy ' r commendation of a 
promotion to full captain , but it took ome time to clear up the matter . After payment 
of a tiff fine, the promotion wa ventually approved , but it wa hi la t. 

19 The documentation of thi critical p riod of Bod ga ' care r i very thin . Tepic i 
located in the hill behind an Bia , a healthier location wh re naval officer and enior 
civilian taff re ided . 

20 M . 1538, Mu eo aval , Madrid . 
21 The expedition were the irnm diat r -occupation of ootka aft r it had been 

t mporariJy abandoned , and four exp dition in earch of th orthwe t Pa ag : 
alvador Fidalgo ' urvey of Prince William ound and Cook InJ t, the fir t exploration 

of the trait of Juan de Fuca by Manu I Quirnper (both in 1790), Franci co Eliza' 1791 
xploration with Jo e Marfa arvaez of th Haro and Georgia traits , and Jacinto 

Caamano ' 1792 urvey of the Qu n Charlotte I land and lower Ala ka Panhandle . He 
al o provid d upport for the 1792 Alcala Galiano -Valde xpedition , the fir t to 
circumnavigate Vancouver I land in a continuou voyage . 

22 Revilla Gigedo to Bod ga , 29 October 1791, ramo Hi toria vol. 67, AG . 
23 John Boit, Columbia ' awe truck fifth mate , commented in hi log that , 

Th governor gave a grand entertainment at hi hou e , at which all the Offi er 
th Fleet partook . fifty four per ons at down to Dinner , and the plate , which 
wa solid ilver, wa hift d five tim , which made 270 plate . the Di h , Knive 
and fork , and indeed everything el e , wa of iJver and alway replaced with 
par on . Th r could be no mi take in thi a th y nev r carri d the dirty 

plat or Di h from the Hall where we dined . 
F.W. Howay , d ., "The Voyag of th Columbia to the orthw t Coat , 17 7-1790 and 
1790-1793," Massachusetts Historical ociety, (1941) : 411. 
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2 Ibid ., 85. 
25 On a per on , Van ouver make many cordial and ev· tly · nee to 

8 in hi of th ir meeting and in t ount of vo hi 
ho lity g ity and b n vol nee . That a re · te nt; hi 
pa contain nothing comparabl about an r. Thi uld ed a 
indicating a lack o m; th journal of p arin i ti h 
naval offic r of th , ar fri tratingly imp I in n . 

26 in th Briti h Admiralty's hydrographic offic in Taunton , 
t. 

27 ningful di · of Bo int raction with th r gion ' nativ p o and 
ifica tail d ob rvation to today ' thnologi ts would r quir 
artic I to not h r that h exhibit d unu ual 
and ety. 

2 Lam d., The Voyage of George Vancouver: 1791-1795 (London : Hakluyt 
1 

29 aquinna for urity of th ir tabli hm nt, and 
Maquinna on Bod ga ' upport nior po ition in th regional 

· hy a pow rful neighbour . included Tatoo h, who e main 
wa on and at the ent t it of Juan de Fuca, Hannah of 
ht, and Wickanini h, ho domin h oa Va uv r I land from 
at to Barl;euy ound . If Bod ga u aquinna to b th pani h !aim to 

ov r ignty, the o tka hi f pro ed hi equally ad pt in ain to tr ngth n 
hi wn po ition

30 Bod ga' xtravaganc i aptly illu trated by a ingl incid nt : wh n Broughton wa 

31 

I aving for England with ancouv r' r port , h a k d him to purcha in London four 
doz en hirts "of th fine t material a ailable ." They o t Bod ga a tagg ring £78 4/ 6d. 

far a can be d t rmin d from th d umentary eviden e, h di d of ith r a brain 
tumor or th ever t form of hyp rt n ion . I I wa buri d in th onv nt of an 
F rnando , M xico City. 
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Artists with the Malaspina 
expedition drew Nootka in 1792, 
with the frigate Concepcion 
anchored at left. 
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Alejan dro Malaspina. 

Malaspina in 
the Pacific: 

Spanish Scientific Exploration 
in the Age of Reason 

By Enriqu Porrua 

diti n a n t nly th larg t i ntifi ffort 
er made pani h monar hy it a. al th m t 

im nt n in ·panish i tory of th attitu f th 
ighteenth European Enlight nment hi h hi t rian hav 

chri t ned of R n. The fact that tl e ex · · 
n idc ain i a re ult of one 

f · · mm f 
ity at th entu and the cha hi h 

foll d it. During th ight ury h p liti al r i rm, 
ial d lopm nt, nomi gr · · nization and 

rationalization through ci ntifi kno ize nati nal life
of pain and alm ry c untry i . arli r 

nturi , pain play d a ignifi ant p an affair· thank t th 
· ir d from th i · · ri a. 

ain t t nth c n · n and 
d lin th ight ry a , a m nt. 
pain in fa t xp · pa · ly und r 

th twenty-nin y ar rul of Ki 
In arli r tim , b · nt u 1a m 

adv ntur rs to in a man t rritori s a p ibl 
motiv s r li iou s pan ion and financial gain: 
G d and Glory." 1 In th lat ight nth c ntury, l h 
attitud to ard h r domini p r d by t id als. 
The Enlight nm a not th ponta f a 
r olutionary ne ay of thinkin a in t f th 
maturati n of id as introduc d by th Humanist m ement during th 
fift nth and ixt nth c nturi , c mbin d ith the rationali m of th 
sci ntific revolution of th s v nt nth century. Lik th ir pr de e sors
th " nli ht ned' explor r · al o l oked for conomi ain, but did so
fr m a ry differ nt p r p ti . Th hung r i r onqu t a 
und r to d in th conquista<l r ra, tingui h d; in t ad, th 
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ilustrado (' nlight n d on ' r - xplor d pr viou ly di cov r d 
t rritori and ob rv d th m through th y of i n king gr at r 
kno l dg and an improv d xploitation of th ir r our . In th phra 
of th hi torian Iri Eng trand, "th h p of th paniards how v r, 
unlik th French Philo ophes, a that th di co ry and application of 
u ful knowl <lg would improv life in a pra tical ay." 2 Utilitarian 
thinking thu guid d th many ci nti t , naturali t , and am n ho 
believed with blind faith in the potential importan of th ir dis overies. 
The id a of int grating th n w r gion into a oh rent i ntific and 
economic y tern fit more clo ly with Enlightenm nt id al than th id a 
of m rely r i ing control over th m. Thu , ci ntific rigor 
charact riz d th p dition a did th broad obje tiv of r gulating 
th kno n orld by subj cting it to rational analy i . 

In g n ral t rms, the i ntific nt rpri laun h d by th Europ an 
monar hi w r a p a ful ar na wh r th mo st out tanding holar 
from diffe r nt European ci ntific in titutions participat d in common 
proj ts with an unpre dent d coop rativ aim. It i important 
ho ver to note that fficial int r t in cienc oft n hid other purpo 
uch a th athering of trat gi information to furth r military 

obj ctiv or the und rtaking of o ial and economic tudi int nd d to 
improv productivity and revenue. 

In addition to th i ntific moti ti n for th e enterpri e , th 
m rg nee of ri l rop n p r a eriou threats to panishh 

heg m ny in the ew World as a factor. England had cured her 

Enrique Javier Porrua is a native of Madrid, 
where he graduated from the Universidad 
Complutense. He came to the United States in 1995 
and received his M.A. in History from Texas Tech 
University, writing his thesis on the Malaspina 
Expedition diary of Antonio de Tova Arredondo. He is 
presently at Texas Tech, working towards his Ph.D. in 
Spanish, where he also teaches as a 
Graduate Part-Time Instructor. 

p rman nt seed ments in orth merica. hil her hip , along with the
Fr nch and th Dut h r hunting hal off Cap Horn in a 
claim d by pain, oth r Engli h ubj cts o a ionally hara d pani h 
ports in th coloni chall nging national urity. In th nam of 
cien , Engli h di h G rman and Fr n h holar , 1 d by 
xp ri n d am n, xplor d th orld a far a th ir hip ould tak 

th m. Th p dition r , to a gr at xt nt, al o rganiz d to 
id ntify trat gi t rritori b yond pani h ontrol hich could offer 
advantag ou po iti n t ounter pani h h g mony. For thi r a on, 

pani h ci ntifi p ditions had the additional rol of ob rving th 
mo em nt of for ign ompetitors." 

0 
n O cob r 10 1788, captain. l jandro ala pina and Jo e
Bu tamante y Guerra pr s nt d th ir prop al for a p litical­
ci ntific exp dition around th w rid to th offic of Don 

Antonio aldes , Minist r of Marin . The thirty-four year old Mala. pina 
b rn in Italy had nt red the Spanish nav in 1774, wasa commissioned 

n ign two year. lat r, and by 1789 had as nd d to ship captain. 
Bu tamante fi e y ar - his junior. had joined the panish na in 1770.' 
H a ommiss ion d ensign in 1774 and r ach d the rank f frigate 
captain a d ad lat r. Their prop sa . which a intend d to be similar 
to the xp diti n f Captain James Cook and the Fr nchman J an F. G. 
d La P erou , a to sail to th Pacific coa t of the Am rica and 
pro eed n rth to 70° latitud , s unding, charting, and b rving 
g ological, z ol gical, b tanical, and ethnologi al phen m na, and 
d finitiv ly det rmining th xi t n or non- xi t n of th trait of 
Anian upp s dly linkin th Pacific ith th tlantic. Th ir plan 
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Mount St. Elias towers over 
Descubierta and Atrevida as they 
venture into Alaskan waters. 

Cowtesy Museo de America, Madrid. 

9 



This cutaway view lay bare 
Malaspina 's corvettes 
Descubierta and Atrevida. 
Con truct d p cially for th 
xp dition th y includ d 

for laboratori and 

40 

r iv d p dy approval from King Carlo III on Octob r 14; ith royal 
p rmi ion to d t rrnin th organization and pr paration of all a p c 
of th xp dition, th two offic r b gan planning th d tail of th 
nt rpri .5 

For th xp dition to d, th utmo t att ntion to d tail a vital. 
For thi n, Mala pina and Bu tamant orr pond d ith th t 
important Europ an d i ntific in tituti n of th ir tim . Th 
atm ph r of ci n · · · in Europ mad · 

n ultation ith f L ndon, th Royal cad mie of 
Pari and i ntific o i ti in T rino, M d na, and F rrara. Mala pina 
and Bu tamant al o ught advi from individual ci nti , including 
Italian naturali Lazzaro pallanzani, Paolo Gr ppi and Gh rardo 
Rangoni th Engli h ch mi t G org P ar on Captain King of Cook' la t 
voyag , C k' botani t ir Jo ph Bank , g ograph r Al xand r 
Dalrympl th Fr nch a tronom r Jo ph La Land and horologi t 
F rdinand B rthoud. 6 Th ir purpo a to fulfill th ci ntific aim f 
th xp dition u ing th m t inno ativ t chniqu , th mo t accurat 
ta onomic pro edur and th n w t ci ntific information availabl in 
Europ . 

T hr factor d t rmin d th typ of hip 1 ct d for th 
xp dition: th pr viou xp ri nc of Mala pina with th frigat 

A trea in th Philippin (17 6-17 ) th r ults of oth r 
Europ an xp dition particularly tho of th Briti h and Fr nch and 
th xp ri nc of g n rati n f pani h maritim xplor r . All of th m 
ugg t d th u e of mall hip . Difficulti ith th initial plan to 

1 anta Ro a de Lima into a corv tt 1 d to a 
d i ion to build two n in t ad, inc th xp dition, 
plann d to la t thr and on -half year , ould r quir two p cially-
quipp d hip to compl t th long trip ucc fully. Each of th m wa 

d ign d to carry on hundr d m n, and includ d larg tor room 
int nd d to hold th gath r d by b tani and naturali t , and 
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ach a arm d ith tw nty-
two cann n .7 Th y r 
chri t n d Atrevida-- "Daring' -­
and De. cubierta -- Di co ry ' -­
or mor prop rly Th 
Di o r d ,' a nam in 
k ping ith h r mi ion of 
r - xploring pain ' xi ting 
t rritori . 

M 
ala pina and 
Bu tamant l ct d 
th offic r 

p r anally. In D mb r, 
17 8, Li ut nant Antonio d 
Tova Arr dondo ho join d 
th xp dition at Bu tamant ' 

ntru t d ith 
r w, hi h h a to r ruit from th m n of th 

ar nal of l F rrol. Th final ompl m nt of a h orv tt con i t d f 
102 m n. In addition to am n and tro p , th r w r offi er-
a tronom r naturali phy ician pri , a ma t r chartmak r and 
pilots . Th exp dition ' two naturali t , Lui e and Tad o Ha nk , 
w r to arch for botanical p ci and oth r natural r ur . Th 
arti t Juan d l Pozo , Jo e Guiu Juan Rav n t F rnando Brambila , Jo e
Card ro and Toma uria ould dra th it m coll ct d along ith 

thnographic imag of th nativ population , both Indian and Cr ol , 
and impr ion f th town th y vi it d. 

Th xp dition al o carri d extraordinary ci ntifi quipm nt. Th 
importan gi n to th nt rpri i appar nt from th fact that of th 
ixty- ight in trum n borro d by Mala pina from th Royal 

Ob rvatory of Cadiz to quip th orv tt ixty-two r acquir d in 
London p cifically for u on th xp dition. Thirty-two of th ixty-

ight r in trum n for a tronomi and g od i ob rvation , twelv 
r l k (among th m four Arnold hr n m t r ), and ight wer 

m t or l gi al in trum nt .
8 

On July 30 17 9 Captain Mala pina and Bu tamant ord r to 
i h anchor in Cadiz . For mor than ixty-two 

month , th Descubierta and Atrevida 
command d by Mala pina and 
Bu tamant r p ctiv ly urv y d 
th c a ts of th pani h mpir in 
Am ri a and th Pa ific O an . 

One of the Arnold chronometers 
carried by Malaspina. 
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Malaspina 's two corvette 
encountered heavy weather , as 
shown at Cape Horn , but proved 
themselves sturdy. 
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At Port Mulgrave , in pre ent -day 
Alaska , Tlingit people trade with 
Malaspina 's men. 

Malaspina dispatched a 
contingent from his expedition 
to explore the Inland Pas age 
between present -day Vancouver 
Island and the mainland. 
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Th ir f tlantic port of Mont vid o , 
p nt day gath ring information and a compli hin ci ntifi 

Th n th y ail d from Mont vid o to Pu rto D ado wh r th y 
an hor d to mak om b rvation that r ult d in c 11 nt 
thnographi data ab ut th nativ p opl of Patagonia . From Pu rto 

D ado th y ail d to Pu rto Egmont in th al ina (Falkland ), and 
th nc by way of Cap Horn , which th y round d without in id nt to 
an Carlo in Chil . H r th y b gan th ir ob rvation again gath ring 

important information ab ut th ar a' nativ population lo al conomy 
and natural r ource . For th n xt nin month th p dition i it d 
th imp rtant ports on th Pa ific coa t of outh Am rica, in luding 
Tal ahuano alparai o , C quimbo , Arica, allao uayaquil , and Panama. 
E rywh r th offic r and th naturali ts ace mpli h d th ta k i r 

hi h th y w r commi ion d . n D c mb r 16, 1790, th two 
orv tt w igh d anch r and ail d to apulco . Fr m thi p rt th 

Atrevida ail d for th port of an Bla , on th M xi an coa t oppo it 
Baja California. After ompl ting th ork of r -provi ioning ith food 

at r, and o d and a quiring a hip boat th y ail d ba k to 
A apul o wh r th De cubierta as aitin . Th follo ing gm nt of 
th voyag took th m dir ctly to th orth t Coa t, h r th y w r 
ommand d to k th lu iv orth t Pa ag , thi b ing on of th 

mo t important obj ctiv of th xp dition. Th two corv tt 
Pu rto Mulgrav in Yakutat Bay, from hich th y pro d d to 
on hat i pr ntly kno n a an ou r I land . Th 
r ult d in m of th mo t int r ting narrativ 

p dition ' offic r one ming th ir xp ri nc ith ativ Am ri an . 
From o tka th y r turn d outh, anchoring in Mont r y. 

th ir only mi ion in thi California port a t a curat ly 
d t rmin i longitud and latitud , th day w r d di at d to r t, 
and th m n p nt mo t of th ir tim hunting fi hing , and taking 
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g ographical and thnographical not on th urrounding ar a. Th two 
rv tt r r ady for a again on pt mb r 25 1790. Both r turn d 

to Acapulco, but follow d differ nt our . Whil th Descubierta ail d 
dir tly to h r d tination th Atrevida xplor d th oa t from Mont r y 
to capulco, vi iting an Di go n rout and charting Point Loma. From 

apul o, th voyag b gan a n pha , ailing tward to th 
Philippin . En rout th y all d at matac, Guam th n in th Mariana 
I land and vi it d in turn Palapag or ogon, Manila Taipa, Ma ao, 
Manila again, Zamboanga Pu rto Jack on ( ydn y), and Bahfa d l 
D an o in th Fri ndly I lands. All th pla provid d valuabl data 
for th xplor r , h a mpli h d ta k imilar to tho th y had 
compl t d on th Am ri an oa ts. 

T h exp dition ' original int nt, whi h a pur ly i ntifi , a 
int rrupt d by n th y r c i ed in Callao: pain a at ar 

ith Franc . Imm diat ly, th ci ntific xp dition a 
tran form d into a military mi ion and ord r d to cort a on oy of 
m r hant hip fr m outh Am rica to pain und r th pot ntial dang r 
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CourtesyyMuseo aval Madrid . 
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of n my attack . Aft r gath ring all th hip from th comm r of 
Lima and Mont vid o , th convoy igh d anchor at Mont vid o on 
Jun 21,1794. Thr month lat r on pt mb r 21, 1794 th xp dition 
finally and happily r a h d th port of Cadiz aft r fiv y ar and two 
month of hard work in th rvic of b th ci nc and th pani h 
cro n. Only t n am n, four on th De cubierta and ix on th 
Atrevida, er lo t to di a or accid n , a virtually unh ard-of i at. 

T he daily activity of Mala pina ' exp dition i kno n to u thank 
to th on id rabl numb r of do um nts it produ d , but 
circum tanc pr v nt d i ork from b coming w 11 known in 

its command r' o n lifetim . Wh n th xp dition depart d Cadiz in 
pt mb r 17 9, th implication of th Fr nch R volution w r till 

uncl ar. Returning ther fiv y ar lat r, th y found that th R volution 
had riou ly afi ct d pain and th n king, Carlo iv ith hi 
Marfa Lui a wa gov ming th country through th omnipr nt and 

rratic Mini ter of tat Manu l Godoy. Largely du to Mala pina ' 
difficult political circum tanc aft r th exp dition ' return, th 
publication of hi r port and oth r do um nts produc d by the officer 
during th trip a imp d d .9 

Ma i n s' / Haul Winter 2000 



At adiz , Mala pina ord r d hi offi r to coll t all ritt n informa ­
tion about th xp dition in ord r to pr par th offi ial r port. In addi­
tion to th pr paration of th final rk, h a on rn d ith oth r 
matt r . Pr bably influ nc d by th anti-G doy atmo ph r in Madrid , 
Mala pina a un omfortabl ith G doy and th un a y p ac h had 
mad ith r olutionary Fran .10 H addr d an un olicit d l tt r 
ntitl d 'R fl tion b ut th P a B tw n pain and Fran ' to 

G doy urging that h r on id r hi p Ii y. Thou h th l tt r a 
v r ly criticiz d at C urt , G doy an mpted to r con il th diffi r nc 

b tw n th m by igning Mala pina promotion to capitan de na vio. 

M 
ala pina , how v r a le int r t d in promotion than h 
wa in th pr p rity f hi adopt d country . 11 Th Italian­
born offic r did not c a hi intrigu again t G doy ho h 

rightly fear d a ruining pain , and form d a con piracy to ov rthro 
him. Thi pl t, h n di ov r d by G doy co t Mala pina d arly. H 

a arr t d and all manu cript , b ok , and d um nt n ming th 
p dition confi cat d and k pt in a afe pla " und r th u t dy of 

th ar hi i t of th r tary of tat and avy Flor ntino Pozo . A fe
day lat r th Count d l Pinar took th pap r ith him to El E orial. 

ala pina a tri d in ar rat d for ix y ar and th n xil d to Italy for 
th r t of hi ife . 12 

D pit th cir um tan Mala pina till had tim to d al ith th 
publication of th offi ial r port of th xp dition. By royal ord r f July 
26, 1795, h r c iv d p rmi ion to pr par hi diary for publication 
und r th up rvi ion of Manu l Gil, ho a nam d c n or and g n ral 
ditor of th ork. ala pina , ho cho not to <lit th r port him If 

b cau of hi inf rior pani h and la k of kill a a writ r, n v rth l 
oppo d Gil id a on ho to ompo th tr ati and ant d to k p 
p r onal ontrol ov r its compo iti n. 13 Thi onfli t d lay d publication 
of th r p rt for th r maind r f i author ' life tim . 

Du to Mala pina unfortun at lu k th publication of th r ul of 
th xp dition e m d t b om irtually impo ibl . In 1795 Dioni io 
Alcala Gal ano on of th xp dition ' ffi r and lat r ommand r of 
th util and Mexicana , s nt at Mala pina ' urging for n final ar h 
for th orth t Pa ag in 1792) a k d Mini t r of Marin don P dr 

ar la not to nam him in th royal ord r i u d aft r Mala pina ' arr t 
in an un uc ful att mpt to pr v nt th xp dition ' do um nt from 
b ing confi cat d. 

On ov mb r 29, 1795 h ev r, the king ntru t d Jo e E pino a y 
Telllo of th Hydr graphi Bur au with th publication of Al ala 
Gal ano ' mat rial r garding th trait of Juan d Fu a parti ularly th 
map and th account f th oyag . Thu , th do um n of on a p t 
of th xp diti n r finally publi h d in abbr iat d form by th 
Impr nta R al in 1802.' 1 Aft r diffi ulti du to th political and trat gic 
importanc of i ont nts, an atla ontaining th xp dition ' map 
al o publi h d in 1 02 ith th titl Atta Maritimo de America . 
until th 1980 and arly 1990 ho r, w r th Mala pin a 

p dition ' d um nts at la t publi h d in full a I ng-o rdu t timony 
to pani h xploration in th g of R a on. is 
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NOTES 

k, Flood Tide of Ernpire: Spainand the Pacific Northwestt, 154 -1819 ( e 

Ha n: Yale niv r icy Pr , 1973). 
2 Iri Eng trand, panishh cienti t in the ew World. The Eighteenth Century Expedition 

( attl : niv r icy of a hington Pre , 19 1), xi. 

3 e . on s, la historia natural de la Expedici6n Mala pina en el contexto cientifico
de la epoca (Fauna y fl ra d I ruguay , Montevideo: Mu o d Hi toria arural , 1996)-

.P. H rda, Mala spina among the Enlightened Explorers: ationa/i tic aturalism or 
intellectual lmperia/i m? ancou er : imon Fra r niver . icy, 1992); . al ra 6m z, 
La the traci6n etpanola y el conocirniento de/ uevo Mundo: la ciencia naturale en 
la Expedici6n Mala spina (17, '9-1794): la labor cientffica de Antonio Pineda (Madrid : 

n j up rior de Inve tigaci6n Ci ntffi a 19 ); Ang I alatayud Arin r , 
Cat6logo de la expediciones y viaje cientfjicos e spanolesa America y Filipinas si iglo 
XVII y XIX) ( adrid: C IC, 19 ). 
Th r a on for th two young Italian j ining the pani h na are n t ntir ly !ear, 
although it i kn n that Mala pina ent to pain und r th influen of his uncl , 
th Duke of Fogliani. Carlo Ca telli, Alessandro Mala spina (Milano: Edizioni Alp , 
1929) , ~ -12; Emilio ol r Pa ual, La conspiraci6n Malaspina (1795-1796) (Ali ant 
In tituto d ultura Juan Gil-Alb rt, Diputa i6n de Ii ant , 1990), 19-20. 
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5 Marfa D lor Hi u ra , Cat6logo crftico de los documento de la 
expedici6n Malaspina (1789- al (Madrid: 
Mu 9 5), 19. Th' u · e work. 

all do um n in tion 
onomi , poli at hi tory, 
c. Each · natory 

intr du ti n . Two fu in d 1992. 
Thi "official" diary wa ter M Palau, 
Blanca ainz, and Arezazu Zabala. 

6 Ibid . 21-22. 
7 Juan a tan do Galan, "El ci6n d I tipo d barco para la 

xp di i6n mandada p r Mala pina ," Malaspina y Bu tamante '94 
(Cadiz: Mini t rio d unto Exterior . ni r idad d 
Cantabria, 1992), 26-30. 
Fran i o Jo e Gonzal z, "In trum nto d I R al b rvatorio 
d tinad a la Exp di i6n Mala pina ," Malaspina '92 (Madrid : 
RAH, 1994), 230. 

9 Eri B erman, El diario del proce o y encarcelamiento de 
Alejandro Mala spina (1794- 1 0 ) (Madrid: Editorial a val, 1992). 

10 bid., 3 . 
11 Ibid., 7. 
12 Higu ra , 21· Beerman, 57-
13 B rman 9-55; oler Pa cual, 35. 
14 Relacion de/ viaje becbo por las go/etas util y Mexicana para 

reconocer el e trecbo de Juan de Fuca (Madrid: Impr nta R al, 
1 02) . In 195 , Jo e Porrua Turanza publi h d a limit d fa imile
edition in adrid , and in 1991, Dolore Higu ra and Marfa Lui a 
Martfn-M ra of th Mu o a val publi h d a nd fa simile 

diti n . s th f rm r diti n ran nly to 250 opi s
latter only 1,500 and wa n t fo r ale, thi d um nt i ly 
diffi ult to find . 

15 M r ed Palau , Blan a ainz, and Aranzazu Zabala, els. Viaje 
cientifico y politico a la America Meridional, a las co tas de/ 
Pacifico ya las l la Marianas y Filipinas verificado en lo anos de 
1789, 90, 91, 92, 93, y 94 a bordo de las corbetas Descubierta y 
Atrevida , mandada por los capitanes de navio D. Alejandro 
Malaspina y D. Jo e Bustamante y Guerra (Madrid: 

u eo niver al, 19 4 Th larg st olle ti 
concerning the Mala ·pina expedition is o 

a al, adrid . 0th r docu 
harts, letters , and maps ar d the world . 

b found in Madri Jardfn 
, which h Id u al tudi 

p and dra in erica, hi h 
h important i nographic 
artifa t ; th Ar hi u aturale , 
holding documents of Anto a ; th 
Archi o · 6r cional, and finally d ala io 

wh h lie tion f d u 
pi n y. In addition to t Madrid , 
a lie in the Archivo Ge a, El 
a ; t hi eneral d I 

ry, Lond n; th Ar hi um , 
Prague. Other materia f inter st a 
pri ate and publi ar h in pain , t 

ruguay hile, Fran e, and Italy. 
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Con y, non thought worth aving b for Pilot, 
long nough to acquir a d gr 

of not lone, and ultimat ly a dawning 
public app hi torical ignificanc . Th latt r, 
a you will t o oon. 

W 
kind of cultural myopi · 
ting th ignificanc of h 

u u in our own time 
With a bit of ndabl arroganc , 

e th larg , th xtra agant, and th 
, forgetting that from a di tan ti

a pr entativ of our r al Ii lu 
littl of th v ry y xp · that our ants would 
find compelling. r of India, for in ta 

· fir t large al p · pr 
of ordinary p op rly · r 

t into d dine and ar to 
the tory of h · to g 
y not orthy. a rath r or in ar 

rigg r that endur d u long to em ju t curiou 
and romantic enough not to thro a ay. Yet today, h 
r gard d int rnationally a on of the gr at maritim 
tr a ur of the world, and th fa t that h i repre entative 

of typical hip of h r day i on of h r mo t important 
hi torical a 

Th myopia of ignifi an n a long tanding 
affliction and xplain for in tance hy it ha be n fairly 
a y to to k r tor d plantation horn ith xqui it 

original furni hing but virtually impo ibl to do o for 
r pli at d !av cabin . o on thought the material culture 
of uch p op! worthy of note or of pr rvation, and in 
on qu nc it ha no b com rar and pric I . Maritime 

hi tory i no differentr nt. Future g n ration of Am rican ill 
have th mixed ble ing of aring for a many a ight 
air raft arri r and ight battl hip , one of th large t 
oc an !in r v r built, and a larg nuclear pow r d 
m rchant hip, all a aging mu um ve I . Yet the fireboat 
Hoga, with a long and di tingui hed car er a a an 
Franci o Bay 

orkboat and th la t urvi ing v I that fought at P arl 
Harbor on D mb r 7, 1941, ill probably b lo t b cau 
our urr nt und r tanding of ignificanc for her p riod 
hav y t to outgrow our conv ntional infatuation with th 
monum ntal. 

We can't av rything of cour , o hav to mak 
hard d i ion about what to k p and hat t I t go. e 
do, it i p rhap w 11 to r m mb r what v ry hi torian i 
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mundan d tail of ev ryday !if and th larg r curr nts of 
hi tory that th tory of an ntir ra tak form, lik th low 
whit ilhou tt of Pilot m rging from th fog. 
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Laid bar in the mu eum' 
r toration hop in th B tr t Pi r, 
Pilot awaits h r r turn to th Bay. 
Her keletal hull hold th 
of generation of pilots. 

DMM Collection 

Robert G. Wright has been involved with the 
Maritime Museum since 1962. He has had a 
personal interest in Pilot since the early 1950s, 
when on several occasions he sailed out to 
meet ships aboard her with his father-in-law, 
Pilot Captain James Sorensen, and Captain 
Harry Krog. His oral history interviews are an 
outstanding resource available to researchers 
at the Maritime Museum and the San Diego 
Historical Society. 

4 

T h vital proi ion of harb r piloting in an Di go Bay dat back 
to 1857. For ighty-two of tho y ar , in v ry kind of ath r, 
pilots l ft an Di go Bay to board incoming v l from th d k 

of Pilot, a turdy craft no b ing r tor d by th an Di go Maritirn 
Mu um. urrounding that boat ar th m mori of g n ration of 
pilo , and thi arti 1 i int nd d primarily to pr nt th ir though , 
captur d in oral hi tori , about thi fl ating w rkplac and th pilot' 
job. 1 

Ev ry larg v l that com into an Di go Bay i th r p n ibility 
of on p r on: th harbor pilot. mmand f a hip 
th mom nt h nt r th bridg , and r linqui h it aft r th hip i 
do k d. From th b ginning lo al pilot ha b n ind p nd nt 
bu in m n, and throughout th tw nti th c ntury, an Di go typically 
had i ur harb r pilots rving to th r. "It a al ay a d in om ,' 
r all d Captain Lloyd Maland, pilot from 1961 to 19 6. 'Wi own d th 
bu in and w ach bought hat you d call a har . That a for th 
o n r hip of th pilot boat. We would d duct all th xp n e , 
op rating xp n , th n hat a l ft <livid d qually.' Th nior 
pilot h n Maland b gan a Captain Harry Krog, pil t from 1942 to 
1972, ho pitomiz d th imag th pilot ought to c nv y. 'H had 
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hi pil t dr ing in bu in uit and hats-w 
wer bu in m n. We r th fir t 
r pr ntativ of th community that a 
for ign hip would ha . H aid , We ar 
going to put on a ho for th p opl - w 
ar going to giv th m a go d impr ion . "'2 

The Port Pilot 's Art 

P 
il ting in an Di go , or any port , ha n v r 
b n a r utin job . In 1969, cond-
g n rati n pilot Captain Hilt n John on 

explain d hy pilots r n d d in an Di go ' 
hallo harbor in th arly 1900 . At that tim , it a 

v ry narro . . .It had a hoal on th orth I land id 
and th n you had to com up and go around hat th y 
call d th 'Middl ground '. Ju t aft r pa in' Balla t P int , 

hy , you had a hoal th r , you had to com 'round Balla t 
Point ... And that a v ry v ry tricky . Th r r a 1 t of 
gr unding . om of th kipp r th ught th y 
gonna g t a t ath r in th ir hat-it ' gonna av th 
company ' towboat bill-and fir t thing you kno , th y'd tart 
out , and th y'd land in th mud , and th y'd hav to g t a tug , and pull 
' m out. '3 

Dr dging and m d rn maritim t hn logy hav not liminat d th 
pilot ' job . On chart , th Bay' chann l look like ll d fined road , 
but th mall t rror an p 11 di a t r. Captain Maland timat d that 
fog and tidal urr nts er ate th mo t ignificant dang r in harbor 
piloting , and d mand d th mo t artful touch . H d rib d bringing a 
hip into an Di go through the fog : ' Contact i mad with an incoming 
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Captain Kri tian Qam ) or ns n' 
1946 Pilot' Lie n 

A utb or ' collection 

Captain E.B. Dunn ll , a ond-
g n ration an Di go harbor pilot, 
r lax with family and gu about 
1916. 

DMM Collection 



A approaching an Bay 
a 91 would have m 
c : a harply-d i 

chain fla hi n dy 
to board from Pilo ck. 

DMM Collection, P2 15 

6 

hip by radar and radio. Th pilot boat b ing at r, w 
don 't pick up a targ t much m r than tw lv or thirt n mil at mo t 
on radar. We k p in touch by voice radio ... A th hip g ts a littl 
n ar r th y tart blo ing th whi tl . We mak th approach and dir t 
th m how to om on in. We t 11 th m hich id to put th ladd r on, 
on th l id . D p nding on th condition ith th fog, om tim 

com in and om tim e don 't com in v n ith radar. If it i a 
d n fog all th ay in to th dock, you ar taking a chanc . If 
om thing happ n it i on thing to b und rway and g t caught in th 

fog. But to mak your mo ith th fog pr nt that i con id r d 
car l n 

"You hav no t rul . You play it according to th individual ca 
and in d n fog ould al ay by radi , b in conta t ith th 
Harbor Control. Th y ould giv u th vi ibility ch ck in id ith our 

alki talki that had, or would call th T nth Av nu T rminal 
or th Broadway pi r, hich ver plac r going to, and contact th 
wharf and a k ho th vi ibility wa in th r . ' 

We ould nd th pil t boat do n into th chann l [from out id 
th Bay] and wh n h g ts to buoy fiv h ould ay, 'I can 
buoy, I can buoy ight or buoy t n.' H wa kind of lik 
y dog a littl bit. Wh n h would g t into Balla t Point h 

'It l k good in id . Balla t Point ha op n d up. I an 
or a mil .' ould th n pro d." 

a ing 
ould ay, 

a half mil 

We 'r ju t era ling along on a lo b 11, two or thr knot , mayb a 
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littl m r but k ping it und r ontrol. But y u ha radar . Th thing 
i on m of th for ign hip h r th r i a languag pr bl m y u 
can 't r ly to much on m on I looking at th radar and th n trying 
to ommuni at ju t hat th y You ar d ing it all y ur If. You 
ar running in t th radar-ch king it-back ou id -Ii t ning forr 

hi tl and o forth-and wat hing if it i nighttim , to pi k up a light 
off f th buoy ... ' 

Th mo t hazardou part of bringing a hip in, b id fog, i 
mi judging your tid or wind h n you ar appr a hing th do k. o 
many tim comin int B tr t or Broad ay pi r for in tanc if you 
g t a rtain tid aft r it r a h a rtain point in tr ngth off th 
pi r y u an g t an ddy h r it i r v r ing its If. o you have t b 
con tantly a ar · you hav to allo for a flood tid for in tanc , or an 

bb tid . But you ha to b a ar that h n you ar g tting right up 
to th la t hip I ngth off th pi r, th n you can g t an ddy hich i a 
r v r urr nt. .. But that ju t om ith xp ri nc and b ing a ar 
that it ould happen. 

n of th thing my dad told m y ar and y ar ago h aid, 
Lloyd, you can al ay go ah ad ith a hip , y u annot al ay ba k 
do n. If y u ha too much p d on your hip and you hav to ba k 
do n all of a udd n, th hip ill mo to on ay or th oth r .. .It i 
b tt r to a littl Pilot aptain Jam or n n put it, ' it' 
lik trying to top a 

Before Pilot

A 
pr d or to Pilot as
th forty-tw -foot ailing 

h n r Tom Elli 
hi h rv d from 1 93 to 1913. 

I p nt all my umm r a ati n 
do n on th pilot b at th r ith 
my fath r on th hoon r, ' 
r call d Captain Hilt n J hn n 
of hi fath r' y ar a pilot 
b tw n 1910 and 1925. ' H 
u d t ak m up b for 
daylight and I u d to hik up on 
top of Point Loma to look fo r 
ailing hip . " H ntinu d , 'It 

rk d lik thi . Th y had a 
ailing hip do n th re [off 

Balla t Point] th T. Ellis-it wa 
a pil t b at...And th y u d to 

alk up thr u h th fortrt and up 
on top of Point Loma b up 
th r in daylight during th 
morning b au vi ibility i 
b tt r than any oth r tim . 
if th y a a ailin hip ut 
th r ... if th tid a right th y'd 
g t ut, and th y'd go out th r , 

p of an Di an njoy an x ur ion ab ard th 
r Tom Elli around th turn of th ntury. 

DMM Collecti on, Pl 1003 
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J Br nnan ith m gaphon , 
brin a I g raft into an Di go in 
1907 ith th Bahada ' r w . 
Br nnan and the pil t did not 
al ay y to y . 

an Diego Historical ociety 
Photograph Collection 

Th 'Pil t' R o t. ' 

DMM Collection P274 

8 

pa t th a buoy and th y'd k p on goin ut th r , until about fi 
t n mil ut ... and board ' m and tak ' min ff th b 11 buoy ."' 

Th y built a ha k up on top of P int Loma ; t d it th Pilot 
R t',' John on r m mb r d. ' And tho pilots , t d to alk up 
th r , you k th all g tting along in a d... a tin , 
and th in to b at th band and th pilo 'H 

build a pla u t out of 
ry · go up th tak a b ard on ur 

up th r , and finally it y a mall plac , about 
t n by t n I gu ... I'v kill d many , many rattl n in up to that 
plac ... ' 

Th hack prov d to b a t mporary r fug , ho 
lov r ... you kno , found out about th thing and th y u d to u that 
pla up th r , and th y did thing up th r my fath r didn t lik H 
ay , ' I 11 fix th m and up h nt on day and tor th hol darn 

thing do n . "5 

T u b at Captain J Br nnan-lat r th Port Dir tor-d rib d 
th pilots ' ork in th arly 1920 : ' ould g t a r p rt 
thr u h th hipping r gi t r h n th hip had ail d fr m 

ur p . m tim th y ould b r port d along th ay if om th r 
hip uld ight th m and h n kn ab ut ho l ng it uld 

tak th m to arriv th pilot ould b on th l k ut for th hip. 
On th y mad i ual ontact th pilo ould tart ut ith th ir littl 
b at t pi k th m up... m tim ould ha to · a di tan 
out , but u ually w ould go ut about fi mil of 

R lati n b tw n th pil ts and tu boatm n could b train d. 
Br nnan r call d to ing a fr ight r do n to th harb r from n ar 
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Oc an id ith th tug Bahada prior to 1913: "It wa g tting lat and 
coming do n I want d to tak th anta Ro a Chann 1 through th k lp 
b ds .. .it wa o thi k you ould alk on it. .. [Pilot Captain Jam K ith] 
didn 't ant to f, fp11 u through th r . we had him n th tow lin and 
h had to follo ... K ith y 11 d through th m aphon and gav m 
h 11. I a k d him hath wa g ing to do about it and h aid h 

ould ho m . H put th h 1 [of th fr ight r] hard v r and h 
mad a gr at big wing and gath r d up ab ut a hundr d ton of k lp at 
the to lin and, of cour , th to lin part d. We got th t lin in 
and b nt it tog th r again ... and finally got him in id th harbor 

h r h wa g ing to r port m for di ob di n ... H aid h a th 
b b cau h a th pilot, " Br nnan r all d; "h finally fprrgav m 
but it took him a long tim ."7 

I n 1907 th pilot choon r Tom Elli as join d by a mall r v 1. 
Dad took on a ontract to build on of th fir t m toriz d pilot 

boa ," r all d th on of boatbuild r Jam t. w t a th 
lighthou k p r at Balla t Point, and had op n d a mall boatyard 
th r . ' H ork d ry do ly ith th four harbor pilots. Th 
laun hing of th pilot b at on Balla t Point a a gala affair. .. Moth r 
brok th champagne bottl on th t rn and chri t n d th n w 
Point Loma. Dad had de ign d and in tall d ompl t living quart r 
on board in luding a d k in th pilot hou and al o a gall y and 
bunk for four m n ."8 Th n boat wa thirty-two fe t long ith an 

ight foot b am, dr ab ut four fe t and a pow r d by a t n 
hor p w r ga olin ngin . Th harbor pil ts at that tim , Jam K ith, 

Ed Dunn 11 , P t r John on, and A. A. Morri wer vid ntly pl a d, 
for th y n long r had to d p nd on wind and tid to m t 

in oming hip . Thi mall raft al o rv d a a 

tend r for th Ellis .' 

• • • • 

.. : . . 

Th 1907 pilot boat. 

Courtesy of Jim weet 
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A Pilot's Life 
Could Turn Deadly 
in an Instant: 

T he son of Captain 
Peter Johnson recalls 

a scene aboard Pilot in 
November, 1925: 

"There was a steel company ship 
that was anchored off of Point 
Loma, had come in during the night 
sometime; they didn't want her in 
until seven o'clock in the morning. 
So, Father went out there; it was 
kind of a dirty day, the sea was 
rollin' pretty heavy, and he was out 
there to board the ship. And he got 
over to the jacob's ladder, and 
started goin' up the jacob's ladder, 
and they had some guy ... [holding] 
on one side of the ladder, and he let 
the ladder slip that way, and he 
[Captain Johnson] must've jammed 
his fingers, and he fell right 
overboard, and so then the mate 
and one of the sailors jumped 
overboard after him ... " 

"Father says, 'I'm all right,' 
so he shouted to the other guy to 
throw a rope around him, and he 
started climbing up the ladder 
again and he got halfways up and 
he fell right back overboard again 
and that was the end of him. 
Heart attack. And they pulled up 
the ladder, and they pulled him up 
on deck, and they put him on a 
hatch cover ... He was seventy-two." 

" ... He always said ... When I go, I 
want to go with both shoes on."' 

-Pilot Captain Hilton Johnson, 1969. 



Pilot in 1993. 

Courtesy of George R. cbneider 
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San Diego 's Veteran Pilot Boat: 

W ith a hand hak in 1914, Captain P t r John on contracted 
with Manuel Goularte to build anoth r pilot boat in hi 
boatyard on Atlantic Avenu (now Harbor Driv ) at th foot 

of Hawthorn he ould b larg r: fifty-four fe t ith a b am of 
fourte n fe t, a draft of four i t and a crui ing p d of t n knots. he 

rved the harbor pilo from 1914 until 1996. 
H r a orthin and turdin uniformly dr prai from tho e 

ho kn h r b t. As Captain Hilton John on r m mb r d, " ... I've 
b n ut th r in a that, it ometim took m thre hour to get from 
Balla t Point out to th a buoy in that pilot boat. And boy, h ure 
rid ' m ut lik a duck. Oh, h ' a g d a b at. "10 "That i the 
b t-riding littl a boat you could v r want," agr d Captain Maland. 
"Who ver de igned the boat knew hi bu ine . "11 Captain Ed ilva, a 
pilot inc 1977, wa particularly nthu ia tic: "I thought, and till think, 
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Pilot, in wartime trim, is 
dwarfedd by the troopship U 
Gen. G.M . Randall, launched 
in 1944. 

Author 's collection 

11 



Th boat op rat r and a d g look 
on a an Diego ' four pil p 
at th ~ t of Broadway in 1933. 
Captain Hilt n at d at 
right, I i fa b at. 
'I b rou 
life all 
pi i Di g fe II 
o board and d 
om ba k h r 

DMM Collection , P9681 

Pilot, dra n in 19 6 
by Bill K lly-Fl ming 

12 

it on of th mo t b autiful b ats in d ign that you 'll v r . ' H 
ontinu , "I a in all kind f ath r in that b at out th r and it 

p rform d b autifully all th tim including a oupl of r al big torm 
that th r boats r afraid to go out in and nt out and did 
fin . That b at i gorg ou . 12 

Mo t importantly for a pilot b at, Maland r all d ' it an take a 
b ating along id of a hip. " H prai d th "good , olid , two-in h 
planking ' hich nabl d h r to urviv ighty-tw y ar of m ting hip 
at ith tand a g d bump. "13 A Captain ilva xplain d, "th 

boat i built to tay a ay from oth r b a . You don't ant to 

0 
--------

•• 
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hit another boat. The pilot boat wa built to lam into every hip that 
com in h r for one purpo e-to either put a pilot on or off. o the 
tr on that hull ar normou . .. 14

D uring World War II the v l' op ration wa taken ov r by 
the military, and he doubl d a a patrol boat while continuing 
to carry th civilian pilots out to hip . Juanita Krog helped her 

hu band , pilot Harry Krog, from her home on Point Loma, which had a 
weeping view out to the Coronado I lands. A he recalled , "they had 

no lookout on Point Loma at that tim and N ita Krog wa the lookout. 
They would call from avy headquarter and a ked m if I aw anything: 
'Do you e anything coming up outside?' .. I would wip the fog off my 
gla e and 'ye 'or 'no ,' I would an wer . Th n , 'How far out i h ?"'15 

At th war ' nd , th boat 1 ft military rvice with a new engin and a 
pilot hou r built by th Coa t Guard , which had operated h r under 

avy au pice . In gratitude for the avy' u of th boat, th cretary 
of War nt a 1 tt r authorizing Pilot to di play ix ch vron on her tack, 
one for every ix month of ervice . 

Restoring Pilot 

he ' a gr at old boat , but h ha r ally tak n a b ating over th 
y ar , g ing into t 1 hull v ry trip ," r mark d Captain ilva.16 H r 
ag finally 1 d th pilots to tak h r out of rvice in 1996 and arrange 
for h r donation to the Maritim Mu um. ilva d rib him lf a 
re ally pl a d that th mu um i putting th tim and ffort and mon y 
into it that r ally hould hav b n don all along ." H ontinu d, We
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At the foot of Broadway in 1992, 
the la t four pilots to work aboard 
Pilot donn d i lt hats lik th ir 
pr d c or and ho d th ir po e. 
From 1 ft, Captain Paul B rr y, Eric 
Ir land, Philip Ryan and Edward 
ilva join boat op rator Jack Pinhero 

and P pp r. 

Photograph by Barbara Martin Pinhero. 
Courtesy Capt . Philip Ryan 



14 

ju t didn't hav th tirn to tak it out of rvic and do th ork n it 
that really ne d d to b don . o wh n e d cid d to buy a n 
boat ... all I wa r ally orri d about a that it a v ntually going to 
di int grat and I want d to that it a going to tay around, o I 
decid d that the Mu um a going to g t that b at come hell or high 
wat r."17 

S 
ince January, 1999, Pilot ha b n itting in a cradl at th a t nd 
of th B tr t pi r und rgoing r toration. Th entir 
up r tructure, decking and engin hav b n r mo ed and are 

gradually b ing r plac d a mon y p rmits. "... in v rything ha 
b n taken out of the boat, the engin and now including th d ck,' 
Captain ilva not approvingly, 'th y can r ally g t in th r and do it 
right. "18 pon compl tion, h r futur ill b a far a i r on . Ba d at 
the Maritirn Mu um, a ton ' throw from the it of h r con truction in 
1914, h ill carry choolchildr n out onto th Bay for field trip and 
work hop cov ring all th ci nc of afaring , including navigation, 
cartography, magn ti m, and th hi tory of an Diego Bay' conomy and 
ecology. 

In 1969, Captain John on affirm d that the k y to Pilot' long life wa 
th calib r of th p opl involv d with h r: " h alway b n tak n 
care of. I think everyone that' ver had anything to do with that Pilot 
down there have all b n afaring m n, and b n captain of a hip. 
And th y can tak ar of a b at." A h und rgo r toration in th 
killed hand of Maritime Mu eum taff and volunteer , that tradition of 

care continue , and a n ra of ervic i in ight. 
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A Glimpse at Pilots Restoration 
"In early February 2000 I contacted the an Diego 

Maritime Mu um," wrrites volunteer Tom Mc iff, who 

immediately found himself placed where the need was 

greate. t: r no ating Pilot's machin ry. Continued 
donation of kill like his, along with monetary 

contributions and the expertise and service provided by 
everal lo al maritime firms, will enabl the mu eum to 

fulfill its vi ion of restoring Pilot to ho t an acti e 
waterborne educational program on the Bay. "It has been 

a refre hing xperience to work with the local maritime 
community and to learn how ready and willing they are 

to help in thi · renovation proj ct," ·ays Mc iff. 
In late 199 America' longe serving pilot boat wa 

plucked from the water and installed in the restoration
area provided by the Port District in the B treet Pier. 
taff and volunteer shored her up to preserve her hape, 

painstakingly recorded her condition, and removed the 
decayed cabin and d ck, along with the engine. Tedious 

cleaning and the removal of paint to permit an accurate 
survey followed, as did her Coast Guard inspection. 
Original rib , battered by decades f encounters with the 

id s of steel ship. , have been replaced with laminated 
ones, and soon he will receive replacements for rotted 
planks and her tern. 

Restoring an old boat for a new use is fraught v ith 
challenge.. As the Museum wants the v ss I to be 
certified by the Coa. t Guard to carry paying pa ssengcr , 
strict attention is being paid to the nited tates Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR), which p rtain to the 
inspection of commercial small passenger ve sels In 

1914 when the Pilot was built, the CFRs were not in force 
so each step in the renovation must be reviewed with the 
current CFRs to ensure that Pilot will earn her Certificate 
of Inspection ... The e CFRs can be complicated; for 
example, the CFRs require an automatic engine shutdownn 
system for the halon fire protection system as well as 
many other safety requirements." 

The engine on which Mc iff and others labored is 

actually the third power plant in Pilot's history, a 255 
horsepower Caterpillar D334 built in 1967, which had 
powered a tuna boat's net skiff before it was installed in 
1981. The re.stored engine was reinstalled on May , 
2000, along with the renovated propeller and a 
replacement propeller shaft and coupling.. oon the pair of 200-gallon diesel fuel tanks 
previously fitted to Pilot will be replaced with due 100-gallon tanks better suit d to her new rol 
as a platform for educational activities. W hen the tanks are mounted, the task of re coring the 
fuel systerns, cooling systems, bilge-pumping systems, electrical sy terns, etc, will commence," 
notes Mc· iff. Recaulking, painting and the reconstniction of h r d k and deckhouse r main to 
be accomplished. "It has been a fascinating challenge," he says, but much more olunteer and 
staff effort and money must be expended before Pilot can begin her new career. 

-Editor 
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Tom Mc iff 
give turn 
to t 
hol h 
r fi 
pro to 
its ne haft. 

For and aft, Pilot 
r quire pati nt work by 
Museumeum staff m mb r 
Kim Bla kford, above, 
and Mark Peverley. 
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By Contrast: 

Pilots Under 
Sail in San 
Francisco 
By tephen Canright 

An mbarra ing day for 
an Fran i co' pilo : 

On Jun 23, 1941, a tug 
truggl to pull th pilot 
hoon r California off th 

r k in th Gold n Gat , 
where he had b om 

dg d whil carrying 
pil out to a. 

DMM Collection P6358 

B ginning in 1850 an Franci co offered the cond gov rnment-lic n d bar 
pilot ervice on the We t Coa t, following that at th mouth of th Columbia 
River.• The narrow, rock-bound Gold n Gat i partially block d by a 

ere c nt- haped andbar extending about t n mil off hor , cut by thr e channel . 
In v r condition of wind and tide, thi bar can br ak a ro it ntire width. 

Th n d for pilo wa r cogniz d during the Mexican p riod, wh n an informal 
u ing a whal boat a on r d. el traffic exploded ith the Am rican 

conqu t and Gold Ru h: 3,100 nt r d th Gate during the firstt three year of gold 
i v r alon . After private attemp to offer a pilot rvice during 1849 fail d th third 
act of th California L gi latur , in D mb r, 1849, provid d for tate-r gulated, 
mandatory pilotage at an Franci co. 

Th Pilot Act of 1850 provid d for companie of ix tat -Ii n d pilots to own 
and maintain a ve el at their own xp n . In an Franci co thi y tern develop d 
into two or ven three comp ting pilot lin , ach op rating two or more choon r 
own d by th m mber pilots. Th Jin cooperated nough to a ur that at l a t 
on chooner wa alway on tation, but at tim comp t d to be th fir t aboard an 
incoming ve 1 until In 1869 th y w re con olidat d into a ingl Bar Pilot 
organization. 2 

B tw n 1850 and 1973 a pilot cho n r wa on tation at all tim el ven mil 
outsid the Gold n Gate. Pilo w r tran i rred from choon r to hip aboard 
ight n-foot ya l pull d by two-man er w until outboard r plac d oar in th 

late 1950 . ix to ight pilo ail d ith th hoon r h n h w nt to r liev th 
boat on tation for a crui of about a w k. Th an pilots, with th ir 

tation o far off hor er th la t rvic on th oa t to r tain ailing 
v ot until the 1970 th ir ch ac d by a cla of ighty-fiv 
foot pow r boat d igned to p rmit th direct r of pilot . 



Fort Point about 1900. Built by 
1 and n r fin d with an ngin h i 
d to hav b n th fine t xampl of th typ . 

an Francisco Maritim e NHP, Walton A . colt Collection 

Th choon r w r ba d on th Ea t Coa t mod I, and alJ but 
on of th boats in u prior to · -1 w r t Coa t-built, 

Th r rovided boat 
am typ . Mo t w 1g ong, r gi t ring in 
of ighty gro ton . The Hall Broth r of Pug t ound and 
Turn r of an Fran i o and B ni ia r build r of om of 
b a . 

o an Franci o pilot boats r ived ngin until 1913. Th 1 95 
Gracie . gain d h r n in in 1914 and continu d in pilot rvice 
until 1947. The la t of th hooner a the California , built a an 
auxiliary yacht in 1924. Acquir d in 1931, h ontinu d to carry ail 

a r tir d in 1973. Both h and another of the 
hoon r the conv rt d yacht Adventure , 
ail today on Pug t und. 

The Columbia Ri er Bar Pil w ere authorized by Oregon' territorial government in 
and began operation fr m a h ner in 1 9. Am ng the appr ach to rnaj r 

w t Coa t po rts, only the olumbia' entrance i con idered more dangerou than 
the old n Gate. 

2 ot until 1910 wa the an Fran · o Bar Pilots Benevolent in rporated 
to own and manage th v to pay pen ion to 

Stephen Canright has worked at San 
Francisco's National Maritime Museum 
since 1965, and today is Curator of 
Maritime History at San Francisco Maritime 
National Historical Park. 



W orkboats are bottoms 
available for hire for 
work in harbors and 

along nearshores: survey , 
carriage , patrol , construction , 
dredging , and the like . Th fir t 
workboat built in local water wa 
a barca plana, an oar d and 
ailed flatboat u d in 1796 to 

cany worker and material to 
construct the pani h fort at Punta 
d Guijarro . 

Quite po ibly a thorough 
hi torical account of the mall 
hip and craft, probably 

numb ring und r two hundred, 
will never b written, inc th 
formal r cord i o incomplete. 
The li t b low, however, i a 
fir t tep, confin d to v el in 

rvic b tween 1885 and 1990. 1 

Date indicate a ve el' p riod 
of local rvice or a y ar in 
which it app ar in the record. 

Dredges 

Alamitos 1914 
Dallas 1946-1949 
E.M. Capp 1914 
La, Encina 1954-

ewport 1934 
alt Lake City 1903-1905 

Santa Margarita 1957-1965 
eattle 1961-1966 
.G. Hinds 1940-1942 

Silver Gate 1911-1913 
Texas 1972-1983 
Tualatin 1936 

Ferries and Excursion 
Vessels 

Bahia Belle 1981-1983 
Barney Google IV 1936-1941 
Benicia 18 -1903 
Gabri/lo 1972-
Coronado (1) 18 6-1922 
Coronado (2) 1931-1938 
Crescent 1915-1929 
Crown City 1954-1969 
Della 1 85-1889 
Del Mar 1942-1945 
Dolphin 1903 

18 

Some Vessels of San 
Diego's Workboat Fleet 

Rob rt L. Eb rhardt 

On of the Bay' fir t ferri 
Benicia , at the turn of th century. 

DMM Collection, P3192 

Th Coronado, high and dry in 1912. 

DMM Collection, P31 9 

Crown City. 

DMM Collection, Pl 1273 
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Cabrillo, a i rry of a mor r c nt 
g neration. 

DMM Collection, P3599 

an Di go' cond Coronado, n 
from th d ck of th Crown City in 
196 . 

DMM Collection, P315 



Estrella 191 -19 1 
Fortuna 19 -1910 
Gen. de Ru syl 90-1 99 
Glorietta 191 -19 1 
Golden Wet 19 -193 
Tbe Grant 191 -1920 
Lucille l 9 9-
Mari tta l 969-
Mi Le Meridian 19 9-
McKinley Junior 19 -
Monterey 1952-19 9 
Morena 1929-19 

autilu l 9 -1902 
ortb 1 land 19 2-1969 
ellie l 9 

Point Loma 1969-1972 
Ramona 1903-1929 

ilv r Gate l 1 -1903 
ilver Gate 2 19 0-
ilverr trand 19 -1969 
ilvergate 192 -19 1 
tory l 6 

Tortuga l -1 9 
ndine l 90 
. .L. . 19 0-1902 

Warrior II 191 
Warrior IV 1933-193 
William D. Evan 19 9-

at 

DMM C 1/ecli n, Pl 1290 

DMM Coll ction , P 164 

r n pa t 
rietta ar und 

an Diego Historical o iety 
Photograph Colle lion 

DMM Collection , P 016A 

DMM Collection , P3171 

DMM Collection , P 189 



General 

Aliccil kelp r 1916-1918 
Bacchus k lp r 1916-1919 
Bo un t nd r 1900-1917 
Butcher Boy tor ' t nd r 

1 18 6-1901 
2 1902-1905 

Clamshell d rrick 1941 
Coronado cran barg 1947-1949 
Co ay co 1871 
Cygnet pilot loop 1872 
Deep Que t ubmarin 1969-
Derrick barg 1941-1986 
Dorothy R. t nd r 1913 
El Capitan kelp r 1946-1951 
El Rey k lp r 1946-1982 
Ke/stark lp r 1987-1990 
Little Auggie t nd r 1946-1949 
Loma pilot 1889 
Lotitia pilot 18 4 
Martha wat r hoy 1880 
Monte Carlo ca ino 1936 
Pilot pilot boat 1907 
Pilot pilot boat 1914-1996 
Pinole k lp r barge 1929-1944 
Point Loma k lp r 1918-1928 
Robert Henry alvor 1914 
Runner vidett 1939-1940 

harpy (tend r ) 1890-1910 
T Ellis pilot choon r 1893-1913 
Tuck cow 1903-1905 
Turbine dr dg 1928 
Utilissimo garbage cow 1889-1897 
Vulcan cran barg 

1 1985-1989 
2 1990 

Waba h k lp r tug 1943-1944 

Patrol and Fire Boats 

Ballast Point 1967-1975 
Bill Kettner 1919-1961 
Chief Almgren 1948-1961 
Harbor 1 land 1971-1995 
Louis Almgren 1961-1965 
Point Loma 1957-1976 
Point Loma II l 977-
Shelter Island 1964-1978 
Point Zuniga 1973-

20 

Butcher Boy carri m at · in 
the harbor in 1905. Tod 
the tar of the an Di go 
Mu um' mall boat co . 

'DMM Collection, P710 

The fir boat Louis Almgren, 
photograph d about 1962. 

'DMM Collection P12241B; Robert Ely 
personal collection 

Th better 1 land demon trate her 
firefighting abilitie around 1961. 

SDMM Collection, P12240B; terling Suhre 
personal collection 
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Th k lp r Point Loma, lat 1920 . 

an Diego Historical ociety Photograph 
Collection 

Point Zuniga, 1999. 

'DMM Collection, P12130B 

an Diego Maritim Mu um 
pre erve the b 11 from the little tug 
anta Fe, een here in 1911. 

SDMM Collection, P3166 



Training 
and Research Vessels 

Bottom cratcher 197 4 
Pri ti l 99-1903 

ea Que t 1966-1975 
Transque t 1972-197 4 

.B. cofield 193 -1972 

Tugs 

Bahada 1902-1923 
Bullfrog 19 7-
Chore Girl 19 9 
Cuyamaca (1) 1937-1941 
Cuyamaca (2) 1951-
Defiance 1902 
Emma l 2-1901 
E. Whitney Ol on 1965 
General McPherson l 9 
Golden We t 190 -1938 
Hyack 1914-192 
J.D. Murphy 1987-
Katy 188 
Matt M. 1984-19 7 

Miter Don 19 7 
Pacific aturn 1967-1987 
Palomar (1) 1927-1990 
Palomar (2) 1980-1989 
Point Loma 1929-1937 
Rapidan 1914 
Relie/1887 
Rover l 85-1891 

anta Fe 188 -1919 
.preckel 1901-1903 
T 20 196 

N O TES 

in pr r of Pri at ly-
Own ernment 
Wor 
to 1 , n. 
It i n information found 
in , trad literature, 
u , and ar hi al 
o articularly th of 

the o Hi storic al ciety
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Th tar nt Company' 
Estrella, Cre cent, and Virginia 
await pa ng r about 1920. 

an Diego Historical ociety 
Photograph Collection 

Robert L. Eberhardt has previously published 
work in the Journal of San Diego History. 
Initially drawn to the waterfront by industrial 
research programs in which he was involved 
as a scientist, Mr. Eberhardt spent a second 
career teaching at Mesa and San Diego City 
Colleges. 
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The Bill Kettner: 

Po 11 Harri on 1 

ie g ds at l ft 
0 

r 

m and t ut 
and built th boat him If ith 
hi m n," aid fir man 
Cl Wood on. 

DMM Collection, P1471 



I 
n 1913, an Di go ' at rfront a a h dg podg of lumb r mill , 
cann ri , b at yard , r er ation pi r , and p trol um tank farm . 
All of th m had ood n fin r pi r that r ach d into th Bay, om 

for 1 000 i t. 
On unday O tob r 5, a fir broke out a t am tank r Mav rick 

tra d di tillat to th tandard Oil Wor chl y and T nty- ixth 
tr . A thirty-fiv -hour fir ulminat d in th larg t explo ion in th 

city' hi tory at 11:00 M nday night. A ga olin torag tank bl and 
t off t n of tw lv tank in th yard along with 1,260,000 gall n of 

crud oil, plu v nty thou and gallon of naphtha, tov oil and oth r 
flammabl pr du t . Flaming oil fl d into th Bay and ravag d 
Buchanan Lumb r Company and Whiting-M ad Comm r ial Company. 

Mains'/ Haul Spring/Summer 2000 

· irmn da 
ou bla rd the 
910, but wat rfront fir 

1 · i on finally prompt d an 
Diego to build a fireboat . 

DMM Collection, P1539 

On laun hing day, th Bill Kettner 
lid unc r moniou ly into th 

mud, waiting to b lift d by th 
tid . 

DMM Collection, P12233B; Roberl Ely 
personal collection 
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Powell Harrison comes by his interest in 
fireboats naturally; throughout his career he 
has been involved in disaster preparedness. 
Powell retired from the Coast Guard with the 
rank of Commander, and has held safety and 
health positions with the City of San Diego. 
He volunteers in the San Diego Marit ime 
Museum Library. 

0 mb r at 
rom 

fi for th 
t nchin . n 

bu y fightin 
w t bu y boat building ," 
r ir man Clar nc Wo don . 

DMM collection, P12233B 

Tu day morning ' an Diego nion blar d: 

WAVE OF BLAZING OIL 
SWEEPS LUMBER YARDS 

Quarter Million Gallon Gasoline Tank 
Blows Up Scattering Fire Abroad 

Hundr d of p ctat r logg d 
boa idl d in th Bay to atch. In 
onlo k r r lo t. 

and n arby pi r and doz n of 
of th mayh m n fir m n nor 

Fir Chi f Loui Almgr n , not a man to till hi t ling , wa quot d 
on th front pag : 

t thing I hav But I pr · om da 
i b blaz in an · tak th t and p 
th to unle we g t partm nt ,ghting for, for 
th o ars- a fir tug .2 

T h port a gro ing but it r quir d fiv y ar of badg ring by 
th hi f for th City Council to approv 100 to dra up plan .3 

Th chi f fir tug didn t g t its bottom t until lat 1918, but 
th harbor ar · fir during th ait. 

Thi tu · -prop 11 d fir York to k that 
honor in 1 or ir t on th attl float d its 
fir b at in , ol rtland Or y ar lat r. an 
Di go and K tch· un h d th ir · ·n 1918, on y ar 
ah ad of Lo Di go b at · r bigg t nor 
fa t t, nor did h thro mo r than h r p r , but h prot ct d 
th harbor for forty-thr y ar , d ing j b that fir ngin a hor 
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couldn 't touch. h had th fi · · in an Am ri an fir b at , Th Kettner monitor dou th 
p rhap th fir t in the orld , of h r ngin ring inn vation 
wer opi d out th fir rvic .5 

abandon d tar Cr nt 
company pi r in 1923. 

Th fir m uilt an Di go ' fir t fir b at in a h d n x:t DMM Collection, P3 157 

to tation 6 on th om r f Columbia and C dar (no th 
Fir hou Mu um) , about tw Iv blo k fr ch it . Chi f 
Almgr n r cruit d m n who had kill h t th b at · 
but th y · n fir t and th y · d boat building b n 
fir alarm . 

M 
a ani Hub rt Golay c · d Chari Wil on 
Hunt r a lie n d l · · I am d th 
ma hini t trad at pyar . unt r alt mat d 

hift ith Harry L mon in th ma · h y Dob ho 
I ar patt m making in hi fath ith h p , 
fa hion d patt rn for th inn ati pu · by alt r Forward . 
Th hop r m Id d and cast th pu nd ing 
for di harg al on th boat ' t n fi nn ction and at r-

anii Ids for th mai · and two pump ngin .7 

Carp ng th m our i k c untry for oak limb 
· ral b nd for rib and kn Id r had for nturi .8 

d rway by January 1916, but Chi f Almgr n had to r port 
1 a y ar lat r that th tug on id rabl a 

r unabl t t mat · a coun ar ct to ha 
th tug launch d th fir t half f 1918." ood : th anta 
F Railroad ofi r d fr d kag and er non b ing d ign d 25 
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Th Kettner a all d to th id 
of th carri r Langley in 1927, 

h n blazing aviation ga olin 
kill d n ailor and injur d four 

th r . 

DMM Collection, P10891D 

26 

harf. Th l ation b am tati n 16, or th 
Mark t tr t tation, h m for th fir boat for tw my-two y ar .9 

0 
n ov mb r 19 191 , Palm r Broth r h u mov r to 
n arly-r ady fir boat to th fo t of Mark t tr t and lid h r 
d n gr a d timb r into th mud at lo tid .10 hi f 

Almgr n r p rt d in January 1919 that h a r ady for m rg ncy u , 
but ith o many fir m n in th arm d for h ould not y t 

i n h r. H promi d th City Council that anoth r ix 
uld h rd mon trat 'a ompl t in both a orthin 

and op ration.' Commi ion d ith a r r n Jun 30, 1919, h 
co t ,500 outfitt d ith h and oth r g ar, x luding th labor of th 
fir m n who built h r. 11 

The New Fireboat 

d for a congr man a in trum ntal in in r a ing th 
avy' in an Di -hull d Bill Kettner a fifty-
ight fe · · nch l a am of nin t n fe t, n · 

and d r rat d tonnag fifty-fiv ton g 
H r ga olin main ngin a 22 w r, ix-cylind r Atla -
Imp rial ngin ith p ial qualiti y h r longtim ngin r, 
Bob Ely: 

it wa imp ibl th 
' e act o ing t at idle. Timin 

d on h linder ing ix on cylinder
h up t rank in on th Bay lik it 
" -pl ty-P -pu ty-Putput " and II around 
kn w wh n illKettn . 
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Th ngin 11: 

is I bell 
.an ngin t ra h nt d ad, th y 
th I v r it g a raph own 

I put a d g h ttl d. Ev ry 
t a n w to e had to p g t u d 

t th r ... a I t of p tic mart t amwork. 1z 

F 
alt r Forward' innovati fir pump r po r d by a 

ga olin ngin , mount d aft of th main 
ngin . 13 ign allow d thi pair of c ntrifugal pump to b 

link d n to anoth r in ri to maximiz pr ur out of on or two 
nozzl or op rat d in parall l to btain maximum volum out of 
multipl nozzl .11 A third pump a mount d forward and dri n 
throu h a clut h off th main ngin . Ea h pump had i o n a 
ch t-a r n d alt at r intak in th b ttom f th hull-and gr at 
ar hallo at r to avoid u king mud and d bri into 

th pump .15 

Bill K ttn r mad t n knots at top ould di charg thr 
thou and gallon p r minut through · am at one , lat r 
in to fi th u and gpm thr u · n tr am . Tw 
m nitor -fix d no or at r gun - t th ith a 
third atop a tw Iv o r on th ngin hou . Th high m nitor' 

t but it er at d ub tantial back-pr ur that 
afi t d th b at rati n. 16 In h r fir t ix month in rvi Chi f 
Almgr n' fir boat an r d only ight alarm . H r fir t big t t am 
hortly b i r Chri tma , 1920.17 
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Fir m n in th ir dr uniform 
po proudly n ar th fe rry landing 
in 1923. 

DMM Collection, P12192B 
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At work n th tar 
Company boathou 

an Diego Historical ociety 
Photograph Collection 

28 

Cr nt 
in 1930. 

A Fire Steams into Port 

T h fr ight r udbury radio d from 150 mil outhw t of an 
Di go on D c mb r 7, 1920 tor port damag d cargo and a fir 
amid hip aft r two day of rough ath r. 18 h carri d piano , 

ilk , and co m tic ; th hip' fu 1 tank w r b lo th inv lv d pac 
and fu 1 lin ran through it. ixty barr 1 of formald hyd r la h d 
do non d ck. 

mok and toxic furn invad d n pac on th hip, forcing 
th h lm man to abandon th ntly and run up ind to 1 ar 
hi lung . R d-hot d ck or i t. pump d 
t am into v ry op ning to th burning pac until udbury a low on 

at r. Pump r clogg d, at r a ven i t d p 
in th hold, and h li t d harply to port. Captain Walt r O Bri n 
d cid d to run for an Di go and radi d, 'Can you h lp m ?" 

A p rt pilot and Chi f Almgr n aboard Bill Kettner m t udbury four 
mil off th Point Loma hi tl buoy and urv y d th m rg ncy. 
Almgr n i lt that th er w had contain d th fir r a onably w 11. H 
dir ct d th hip to th Municipal Pier and call d hi truck compani to 
r pond with p ial quipm nt. Th fir boat pray d cooling at r on 
udbury' hull during th tran it. 

At 10:00 P.M. fir m n arm d ab hip 
xhau t d r . Kettner play d fiv tr am of wat r n th hip hil 

on ngin company w nt b lo , cut a hol through th ngin ro m 
bulkh ad, and p und d th fir ith ho tr am . Anoth r ompany 
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drill d h l in th id of th hull and pip d 1,600 gallon 
dioxid -produ ing ch mi al from agon on th pi r. Th 
out by :00 A.M. 

Th Chi f t k a calculat d ri k that th fir a controllabl , and 
di play d b th urag and kill in pr t ting th liv of forty-fiv 
r wm n , aving th hip , and pr v nting a 5 million lo to th o n r 

and hipp r . Mod rn ond-gu ing , ho r, ugg that udbury 
wa a pot ntial bomb that ould ha ip d out mo t of do nto n, and 
that th atta k hould hav b n mount d in a mor i olat d lo ation! 

D uring h r fir t d ad in op ration , th Bill Kettner an r d 
239 alarm , or ab ut two p r month. Forty- ight of th 
r quir d pump and ho r p n , an av rag f nc v ry 

two month . h p nt 231 hour at alarms durin th d ad , or ab ut 
1.9 hour monthly .19 

A f incid n r p rt d in th an Di go ni n ugg t th vari ty f 
ituation in whi h h rv d prior to World War II: 

At th Coronado F rry Landing arly n ov mb r 6, 1921, th 
incoming tid lift d a ub tantial oil Ii k to an abandon d fir on 
Coronado ' bay id b a h , and th r ding tid d liv r d flaming oil to 
lip h r th i rri Morena and Ramona ew r m or d for th night. 

Morena wa taking on fu l thr ugh a ix-inch lin that a trapp d to 
b ams n th harf a flam b gan to at a ay at th ood n 
tructur . Th Coronado and orth I land Fir D partm nts arriv d , 

alon ith launch full of ailor from hip in th harbor. Th fu l 
valv wa turn d off, th tw d partm nts b gan thr ing at r on th 
fir and th y call d for Bill Kettner. 

T o m n ran ab ard Morena and u d d in g tting h r cl ar of 
th fir , whil anoth r intr pid r cuer ran a ro burning appr ach to 
Ramona , hack d h r mooring lin fr ith an ax , and drift d ut ith 
h r on th tid . M an hil th fir b at arriv d , h r er augm nt d by 
m n from an ngin company . Th n xt day ' pap r r port d , ' Th tug 
Bill K ttn r i r <lit d ith aving th lip and doing much to ave th 
ferry building . With v ral tr am f wat r und r high pr 
tug team d into th tilling mok t dir ct its po rful ho 
thick t part of th fir . "20 

On th la t Friday in O tob r 1929, tramp or vandal t fir to th 
Mohican , a form r ailing hip hich had fall n on hard tim , b comin 
ucc iv ly, a argo barg , a m la torag tank , th n an oil barg , 

until h a a r li on th flat off ational City. A buck t brigad fr m 
un t Oil Company could not qu 11 th blaz and th fir boat wa 

call d. a r port r atch d , h r mizz nma t tump "flam d like a 
torch above th r k and th fir boat Bill Kettn r admini t r d th 
coup d gra to th old indjamm r, a 11-dir ct d tr am from a 
turr t nozzle triking th ma t and kno king it ov r th id , wh r it i 11 
with a mighty hi in th at r of th bay ."21 

Anoth r fir on January 11, 1930 brok out in th tar and Cr c nt 
boathou at th foot of Broadway , a d pot and lun hroom which rv d 
Coronado pa ng r ferri . In th mall hour of a tormy aturday 
morning, a fir in th ic machin room blew out windo on th fir t 
floor . When Engin Company 1 roll d up , "th blaz wa illuminating 
th w t rn ky . Firem n from land compani and the fir boat Bill 
Kettner found the top of the building a hurrican of fire, flam ri ing 
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from ry ind and from a gaping hole in the outh id of th 
roof." From wind ard Kettner "brought its big d k-and-t r nozzle 
into play. Aft r a hard truggl th flam r ubdu d. '22 

Hard Times 

T h City cut back on all taff, including th fir ervic , in 1933 
l aving th ngin r th lon urvivor n Bill Kettner. Th 
r gular atch at tation 6 b cam a flying quad: on a at rfront 

alarm, th b at ngin r tart d th tug ' ngin hil th tation 6 
ngin r drov i pump r to th pi r, follow d by th aptain and two 

fir m n in a Mod l A Ford. On hi arrival, th captain ho wh th r to 
r pond ith th fir boat or th pump r. 23 

Chi f Almgr n a k d th City to fully taff th boat , p inting out that 
only th tation 6 m n r train d for h r and that th ir mid-town ar a 

a abandon d during boat alarm , a pl a which hi ucc or, J.E. 
Parri h , continu d making to d af ar through 1942.2 Condition 
improved in 1940, aft r th Work Progr Admini tration (WPA) 
und rwrot a n tation and mooring for Bill Kettner at 402 Harbor 
Lan , n ar the car f rry lip .25 

World War II l om d, Chi f Parri h' app al for manpo r in th 
fac of mobilization and incr a d naval activity gr loud r and more 
urg nt. H d dared that the at rfront had the l a t prot ction of all 
parts of th city. oon P arl Harbor cam and nt, and th Coa t 
Guard draft d Bill Kettner. 26 

War and Gray Paint 

Th .. Coa t Guard came und r avy command in ov mb r 1941 
and a a ign d th curity and af ty of Am rican ports. B rt 
hankland , a r tir d fir captain of th Kettner , wa appoint d Coa t 

Guard Chief Warrant Officer and plac d in charge of fir prot ction 
around an Di go Bay. A private ixty- ight-foot boat , th Sportfisher, 
wa tak n on loan in Octob r 1942 and conv rt d into an Di go ' 
econd fir boat. 21 Wh n th Coa t Guard l a d Bill Kettner and tation 

16 from the city th follo ing May, h r c iv d about 20,000 in 
upgrad , and th er w gr w to v n, oon to twelv , on two wat h , 
including a cook from th Coa t Guard Bob Ely 
r call d th arrival of thi woman in th fir boat ' all-mal world : 

and d clar d that any man ho 
m d ith foul or languag , or ar d lay a hand 

on uld t him forthwith in a court martial. nt r d th gall y 
an ll hands with : "Wh r in h II can a co k fi harp #@&0/4 knife
in thi dump ?"28 

Th int n ity of ar chang d Bill Kettner lif abruptly. C mm rcial 
fi hing b ats till chugged out to ea and pr nt d familiar probl m for 
thefir m n, but th raft no dodg d in r a ing numb r of ar hip 
and ervice v l , and ction of th harbor b came r trict d ar a : 
hipyard , cargo pi r , c rtain anchorag , and fu l d pots . Th fir 

hazard of marin fu l handling , hip con truction mor aplane flight , 
and th ammunition aboard th war hip , compound d by th urg ncy 
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of upporting Pacific Th at r op ration , pre nt d ri k not n in 
p ac tim . Only day aft r h r artim nam chang to CG58016F, th 
form r Bill Kettner h Ip d xtingui h a fir on th Briti h auxiliary aircraft 
carri r HM Engadine. 29 

A 
noth r conv rt d fi hing boat join d th fir boat quadron in 

pt mb r 1944. From O tob r 15, 1942 to ov mb r 1, 1945, 
th thr boats an r d 318 alarms, r p nding to fir aboard 

L T , LSM , LCI , floating drydo k and ubmarin a w 11 a fi hing 
boa and oth r mall craft.30 Fir b at ork d at I a t four airplan 
era he , and to d by whil Con olidated Aircraft xp rim nt d ith n w 

aplan and r ck t-a i t d tak off . Th avy Landing float at th 
fo t of Fifth tr t wa a nui an ; CG58016F pump d it out a doz n 
tim . 

Far mor tim a p nt a ing floa and boa from inking than 
xtingui hing fir . Thi I d Chi f p ciali t Bob Ely to xp rim nt ith 
ductor , al o all d j t pump or j tor . An ductor tak advantag 

of a high-pr ur wat r tr am ability to ntrain, or u k, a cond 
tr am into th va uum er at d by th high-pr ur tr am. Th at r 

it draw in i di harg d out of a lar r ho . Th r ar no moving parts 
to maintain and grit and mall d bri ill pa through ithout ri k. A 

eek aft r in tailing a pair of the ductor h d ign d aboard 
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Kn in it i of B rt 
ill Kettner' 

ar cook-th 
an-and Bob Ely. 

DMM Collection, P12235B; U. CG photo ; 
Robert Ely personal collection 
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CG58016F, their action av d th avy tug atanta, ga h d by a 
tra port churning crew , and earn d Ely a commendation. 31 

The fireboat er w a al o call d to blaz a hor : doz n of crap 
and rubbi h fir , th un Harbor Cann ry, ba kup for a fir in 
do nto n Coronado, and th cort carri r Tulagi, in drydock at th 
32d tr t R pair Ba 

Civvies Again 

W h n artim er cy lift d, th pap r one again l t th 
l al know th go d d els f th ir Bill Kettner, a h n h 
av d th tuna boat Old Glory and its 10,000 cargo of 

kipja k from lo by fir .32 h and tation 16 r turn d to civilian 
control arly in ov mb r 1945 and th City Council r ogniz d th 
importanc of r liabl marin fir prot tion by r toring th er to four 
m n p r watch. H r black-and- hit liv ry r turn d, but oon h 
p rt d unambiguou fir ngin r d. 

With th ar ov r, an Di gan and touri ts took to th at r in 
pl a ur boats, but th y didn't do it v ry 11. Mor than half of all 
fir boat alarm from July 1946 through Jun 1947 w r for mall boat 
fire and a i ts. Wh n G org Cour r b cam Fir Chi fin April 1947, 
h tight ned fir pr v ntion at th bu y boatyards and marina , and 
acquir d a cond fir boat: th mall, fa t, te I-hulled Chief Almgren 
al o b rth d at tation 16.33 Th n w b at prov d ju tifi d; th 1948-1949 
fi cal y ar aw 104 harbor alarms, in r a ing to 173 th follo ing y ar.34 

Th two boats r. pond d to on of an Di go' mo t p tacular 
alarm , hich ip d ut v ral bu in on ov mb r 3, 1949. Th 
r on a i rry r turning from Coronado r port d a blaz in th Fi h 

Market Building at Pacific High ay and Harbor Driv , and Bill Kettner 
a qui k tor pond from a blo k a ay. pr ading from a lin n cl 

in Anthony' Fi h Grotto at tr t 1 v 1 th fir quickly laid a t to th 
r taurant and to Lauro & Goodman ' m n' clothing fact ry ab v . Th 
boa r pond d ith ho and monitor tr ams whil th Coa t Guard 
Cutt r P r u illuminat d th n ith its archligh although th 
bulk of th ork i 11 to the ngin companie a hore. Th morning 
pap r d clar d it th mo t co tly fir in th wat rfront hi tory.35 

an Di go gro ing tuna b at fl t r at d n fir fighting 
chall ng . Wh n th pric for tuna dipp d arly in 1951, mor than 160 
tuna boats r main d in p rt b th to prot t pri and a an onomic 

ity. During thi con nient tim for maint nanc and alteration , 
at an w r d thr alarm on fi hing boat in F bruary alon .36 

d ck fir in ngin room and among pr uriz d ammonia 
r frig ration y t m r tough on fir m n. Mor than one fir m n 
f 11 thr ugh op n hatch a th y tumbl d through unfamiliar, unlit 
pac pulling charg d ho lin through d n mok , ith inad quat 

br athing apparatu .37 

Bill Kettner's Decline 

D pit an ngin ov rhaul and th r pla m nt of rott d ood n 
hull m mb r , by 1956 th tug how d ri u w ar f r hich th Fir 
D partm nt lack d co t- ff tiv olution .38 H r p d had lack n d to 
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nin kn t and h r ability to thro 
gpm. h a carri d on th City' inv ntory for v ral y ar at 75,000, 
a figur that r pr nt d ith r i hful thinking or a con rvative hint of 
h r r pla m nt co t. A urv y found h r "not in uitabl condition for 
motor and pump r plac m nt, and th ational Board of Fir 

nd rwrit r r rd d "On fir b at, f in uffi i nt capacity, in 
rvi ... "39 Th titl f a 195 n w pap r articl ay it all: R Ii 

Fir boat Guards Rich . ' 0 

C 
hi f Cour r and Port Dir ctor John Bat pok fore fully to th 
Coun il in 1958 ab ut th n d t r b tt r pr t tion of hipyards 
and p rt d v lopm n . Bat r cit d a li t of 30 million in 

pr p rty at ri k, including 14 million in bal d cotton oft n tor d at 
harb r id and a fi hing fl t and pl a ur boat inv ntory orth p rhap 

5 milli n. H mpha iz d that th Harb r Commi ion 'i gr atly 
cone rn d ov r th qu tion of ad quat floating fir prot tion for an 
Di go Bay ' rai ing th p t r of punitiv in uranc rat hould that 
prot ction dimini h. ighborly though th avy a , th primary duty 
of its ix tug a th pr t cti n f th fl t, not th city. Th pr vi u 
y ar th Harbor D partm nt's poli fore had purcha d th Point 
Loma, a thirty-two-knot r u boat ith a 1 500-gpm pump for u on 
mall b at blaz . Di mi ing Bill Kettner ffectiv n , Bat mad it 

cl ar that th Point Loma and Chief Almgren r lightw igh mpar d 
ith th fir prot ti n h ant d. 11 
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boat but could pump 5,000 
gallon of war r a minut n 
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A Change in the Guard 

C 
hi f Cour r located a 
u r to th Kettner in th 
avy' mothball fl t: a 110-

foot harbor tug called Menatonon 
hi h ould b had t r 350 in 

t d ral pap rwork, plu th 
any modification th Fir D partm nt 
n d d . Th City Council agr d and 
th n w Loui Almgren nt r d 

rvi in Augu t 1961. 12 

Th Kettner fought h r la t big fir 
on July 25 1961, h n an ac tyl ne 
tor h t off a two-alarm fir on th 
third fl r of th Am rican Pro ing 
Company, a wa t -r nd ring plant at 
th foot of B ard l y tr t. Th 
fir b at play d it I ng-r ach tr am 
a urtain to shi Id the adjac nt 

Th tar of India, n wly 
arri ed on an Diego 's 
bu y wat rfront, r c i a 
thorough was hing down 
from the fir boat in 1927. 

DMM Collecti on, P850 7 
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lumb ryard , hil in id , ompani cop d with gr a y 
floor in ubduing th blaz 43 

In pt mb r, th to in rang for Bill Kettner wh n th City Council 
dir ct d th Purcha ing Ag nt " ... to adv rti for al and 11 th b at 
h r inabov d crib d. " Fir man' daught r Bonni Hunt r Laga and 
h r hu band ant d to a th boat in which h had play d a a girl , 
but the City' a king pric of 40,000 plu r novation co , no gall y or 
b rth , and an antiquat d ngin apable of only nin knots ank th ir 
romantic dr am.44 Bill Kettner went through v ral own r ov r 
ucc ding year , lo t h r fir pump , gained a 270-hp di I ngin , and 

incr a d h r tonnag from fifty-fiv to ixty-thr . By 1980 h 
only boat r gi t r d to ptune Fi hing Company of Palo Alto.45 Mr . 
Laga e h ard a rumor om y ar lat r that "h r ' boat wa confi cat d 
for running drug into an Franci co Bay and abandon d to rot on th 
flats.46 

Bill Kettner wa born of n ity and th ingenuity of an Di go ' 
fir m n, and op rat d on a limited budg t for forty-two y ar . h wa 
vi ible and efi ctiv fir in uranc whil th port a tran form d into a 
mod rn harbor, whi h today i virtually d void of flammabl pi r and 
cargo hed . Famili no longer liv over piling and next to the 
canneri h r th y ork , and m dern fir code , both for tructure 
and ve I , r fl ct advanc both in i n and in community 
con ci nc . Chi f Cour r wa right in 195 wh n h told th City 
Council that th Bill Kettner wa ' a tired old fir hor that hould hav 
be n retir d a long tim ago. "47 h rv d h r city 11. 
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converted to firefighting u e or de igned for multiple purpo 
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A Sanitation Struggle at Sea: 

San Diego's 
Early Garbage Scows 
Michael Buxton 

Michael Buxton became interested in San 
Diego's early garbage scows while diving, when 
he discovered late 19th century ceramics and 
other artifacts which the scows had dumped. A 
former commercial diver, he is now a professional 
archaeologist. 

38 

I 
n th 1 0 , an Di gan turn d to th oc an to olv a mounting 
ocial h alth probl m: th di po al of th ir booming city' garbag . 

Th orkboats they turn d to r truly unglamorou v 1 , living 
up to th p jorativ n of the ord s co ," and th ir tory ha a 
modern ring, ompl t ith city contractor ho cut corner , the 
probl m of urban growth, "not-in-my-backyard" truggl b tw n 
citiz n and gov mm nt, and tu le b tw n tate and lo al ag nci 
ov r om of an Di go' fir t p llution probl m . 1 

Th 1880 brought ma iv numb r of p opl to an Di go. By mid-
18 7, p opl w re arriving at the rat of ov r fiv thou and p r month. 2 

Cons qu ntly, th xi ting dump w re fill d. After xploring oth r 
options, Dr. T.L. Mag e, cretary of th City H alth D partm nt, 
r commend d to th City Council in April 1887 that tra h b haul d to 

a aboard a barg and dump d ov rboard. 3 Th City lik d th id a, and 
J.L. Paul n, o ner of a mall boathou , had a barg ready nin month 
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lat r. Th City hir d Captain ].D. Barton to to o ith a mall 
tugb at , at th rate of 60 p r month. 1 T o k lat r, Captain Barton 
r p rt d t th City that th n cow a orking "nic ly " but that th 
hatch r inad quate . H t lt that th trip out to th dump it took 
far too long-on full day-and that th co t of th tugboat , at 40 p r day , 

a too high. 5 

C 
aptain Barton a a buy man . From July to pt mb r 1 
mad fifty-thr trip dumping 2,154 ton of garbag . In 
addition hi cow dump d v nty ton of cond mn d m at , 

along ith th carca of 125 hor 165 dog , fift n cats tw lv 
co and thr g a .6 

, he 

Although Barton a r quir d to tow hi o clear of Point Loma in 
July 1 9 it a di cov r d that he had b n dumping hi load n ar Balla t 
Point, c n id rably hort ning hi trip.7 Th tid wa h d om f thi 
r fu back into an Di go Bay, attra ting th att ntion of th tat Harbor 
Commi ion. In an att mpt to di ourag thi practic , th Cammi ion 
imm diat ly pa d r gulations prohibiting th dumping of r fu into th 
Bay, worrying that tin an and oth rm tal ontain r would er at an 
artifi ial r f, hind ring harbor navigation .8 

Pr matur dumping a n t th only probl m ith th marine 
di p al of garbag ; rubbi h from around th city a c 11 ct d and 
cart d to a harf at th foot of H tr t, no ark t tr et.9 Th r , pil d 
to a ait loading on b ard th o , it would go foul , making th harf 
both un ightly and off n iv to th no . 10 

Thi combination of factor l d to hot p liti al controv r y, pitting th 
tate Harbor Cammi ion again t local gov mm nt. Bick ring began 
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40 

ov r th b t l ation fer th bnoxiou harf. Th Com.mi ion r 
ant d th r fu load d from a pi r at th feot of 9th tr t; th City 

pr ferr d a p t farth r a t. Th City H alth Offic r, Dr. D. G h nau r, 
felt that a n w, larg r o ould olv all th probl m ; gr at r 
arrying apacity ould liminat th n d for arbag to it on th 
harf r tting , hil ith fe r trip n ary, th r uld ha 

mor tim to tak th ir load farth r ffshor . And th n w uld 
b rigg d ith ail , aving mon y in to ing xp n . Th d , 
and authoriz d con tru tion of a n co on Augu t 17, 1 9.11 

Th Harbor C mmi i n, ho v r di agr d, and thr at n d l gal 
a tion , laiming that o much tra h had pill d off th H tr t harf that 
th at r n arby had s hallo d by four or fi fe t."12 Th y al o found 
th tug un a orthy , and that Captain Barton had continu d to j tti on 
hi argo n ar Balla t Point, d pit r gulation . Dr. Go h nau r, in an 
ffort to ay th ommi i n r , att nd d th ir n xt m ting and 
xplain d how th n c w ould olv th probl m . H al 

promi d to xt nd th harf and to build a bunk r to contain th 
r fu . Th com.mi ion r grant d th City p rmi i n to u th harf 
for anoth r ix month . 13 

0 n Augu t 1 18 9 Jo ph upple ubmitt d th ol bid to build 
a n ailing o , in th amount of 2,000.11 uppl o ned a 
boathou at th foot of D tr t no Broad ay, and in ixty 

day th v l a r ady . h a a flu h-d k d choon r ixty fe t 
long , ith a tw nty-foot b am , and quipp d ith - hap d car o hold 
d ign d to quickly and a ily dump h r load . h dr ight fe t, and 
h r bottom a h ath d ith opp r to prot t th hull from orms . 
uppl uld b aptain of th n co , th grandly-nam d 
tili imo. 15 

H r maid n voyag plac on O tob r 24, 1 9, from th Jorr 
harf at th fe t of . Dr. Go h nau r, aptain for th day , had 

p r nally invit d th · ' Ann x on board-doubt! ly t 
m lling m gant argo th ow ould v r arry . Th trip did not 

o minor probl m . Whil ailing out f th harb r, 
anoth r ailb at ut a r h r bo , lo t ind and had to b f nd d off; 

ntl man manag d to fall into th argo hold , mu h to th 
amu m nt ard , and had to b h lp d out. Aft r th 

ion , th hri t n d ith a bottl of priz inning in by 
Mr . Hill, pr · of th Ann , an by Mayor 
Gunn, Dr. Go h nau r, Captain Fri nd and Mr. d 

· on inging 'My Country 'Ti of T 9, 
nau r r port d that t had mad four or fiv trip , and 

a ailing two mil farth r off hor than th a 17 

Th City ontract d G. Jouvn ay to mak th t wharf 
impro nd build th ga bunk r. Th alt ration 
i · month aft r th k a ompl t , th harf a 
d , an . Th City authoriz d th u of th harf at 
th f ot of what i n ifi Coa t High ay, adj a nt to th H tr t 

harf o n d by JD c to b com a promin nt and 
influ ntial lo al itiz n . 18 

Th o op rat d fr m th pr ck l harf from D c mb r 12, 1889 
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through January 15 1 91.19 During that on -y ar p · th 
C mpany laim d that at I a t tw nty had b com 

· r f orking n ar th garba r in all part 
of th o unfavorably of an of th unpl a ant 
od r.20 

I 
n Mar h 1 90, th ity intr du d a olution to thi garbag 

harf pr propo ing that a t built at th foot of 
Hawthor t to to th garba at d tank, fill d ith 

r and quipp d ith a o d to pray th facility. 
r a natu · · nt, m ay.21 Th 

C mpa · id a; ar a r · and oth r c· · 
dift March 11, · iz ad d 

by Alonzo o th Har · · fi for a 
· · · ding t publi pa d a 

r ord ring th to th fo t o Th City 
r a k mplo m Uy y ar 

oft r d u · h t · i ity 
all agr . Jor · Jor n 

i d vi iting · · h uppli a r d th u of 
hi harf at th t t t for 50 p r month. 

Jorr atta h d thr ondition to hi ft r: h ant d th approa h 
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to his wharf planked, an apron built on th wharf to contain 
the garbag , and a p cial wharf mast r hired to ov r the 
op ration. and n. ur proper handling of th garbag . Th 
City agreed, and hired Captain upple to pr par th wharf

The Utili imo, though only two y ar. old, a. hawing 
the strain. On January 15, 1891, the Board of Public Work 
authorized recaulking the ve sel above the at rlin , a n w 
mainmast, boom and gaff, n w and larger sails, new 
turnbuckles, shroud· and lines, new blocks, and a fresh coat 
of "mineral paint.'' tructural improv ments, con isting of 
ironsiding and two bilge keels, were made.i.i 

T he improv ments notwith randing, Captain upple 
began to encounter the same problems Captain 
Barton had experienc d; once again, the vexing tidal 

curr nt b gan to play tricks. In Augu t of 1891, the City of 



Coronad complain d that tra h from th ow wa a hing a hore and 
r ating a public nui anc .21 

ometim a ingle trip could take two or thr , forcing uppl 
to tol rat living and l eping on board what · ally a floating 
dumpster. Th City b gan to fine the captain tim h xp 11 d 
hi argo too close to shor , again t which he argu d that h could 
nothing about "tid and wind,,' and r ign d.zs uppl , who had lo t 
everything w hen the local land boom of th 1 Os collap d, moved to 
Portland, Oregon and b cam a su c s ful build r of riv r t am r and 
freighters. 26

On April 12, 1892 the City gave the command of th cow to Jorre & 

on, who offered to tow or sail h r to s a once a w ek for 200 p r 
month. 2

- For approximately three years, the Utili imo as towed to sea 
with few problem by the fir t t am ve - el con tructed in an Di go, th 
fifty foot, eighteen-ton 1881 tugboat Emma.I); 

If the br z a blo ing from the 
north e t when thi 1896 photo 
was taken from atop th pr ck l 
wharf, lo king to ard Point L ma, 
th aroma can hardly hav b en 
pl asant. 
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William Jor ith orkm n 
by hi wha O , from 

hi h ti/ · b a ring an 
i go ' gar 
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On D iv d two bid for ailing th co 
and providing a garbag harf. Jorr & n bid 225 p r month , a 25 
in r a fr m th pr iou y ar. Giv n th financial turbul nc ping 
th nation during th 1 90 ho r th City a pt d a 160 bid from 
J.E. Harri in t ad but fail d to con id r th political impli ation : Harri 
plann d to build hi harf at th foot of B h tr t in th h art of 
do nto n. 

A 
Imo t imm diat ly aft r Harri a a ard d hi ontract, 
r id nt in th B ch tr t ar a b gan organizing oppo ition , 
ir ulating a p tition that dr 450 ignatur . On D mb r 30, 

Mayor Billy Carl on- an Di g ' young t mayor , at tw nty-on -call d 
a p ial ion of th ity C uncil an nd d by many itiz n 

h m ntly oppo d to th plan . Mr. Harri tat d that h plann d to 
build a two hundr d-foot-lon harf and tran fer garbag to the 

tilis imo , anchor d off D tr t, via a flat-bottom d kiff. To k p 
garbag from going foul on th harf , th mall boat ould mak at 
1 a t thr trip to th co a h day . Citiz n , ho v r, worri d that 
pr vailing w t rly ind w uld aft unpl a ant odor o r th 
r id ntial portion of th ity and th Council a r d; th m ting 

nd d ith th Coun il ord ring a halt to th n of th harf 
hil th matt r a in tigat d furth r. 29 

It a ub qu ntly 1 am d that Harri had r iv d 
nly t load s mall boa and o ' from th int nd d 

no m ntion that h plann d to handl th city garbag . 

rbal p rmis 10n 
harf , making 
Th 

commi ion r tat d that th y w uld not allo a garbag harf north f 
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th J rr harf, and void d Harri ntra t on January 3 1 95. Harri 
prot t d that h had a t d in g d faith, and did n t ant to b call d 
a liar and a thi f. H had alr ady tart d building th harf and tat d 

that h a out 400 in on tru tion co ts. Th City count r d ith a 
250 offerr, tipulating that it tak p ion f th harf and all unu d 

lumb r.30 Harri , ho ultimat ly ac pt d thi off r di d in 1903 hot 
during a di put o r a pil of plit d do nto n.31 

ft r th Harri plan a topp d Jorr a contract d to to th 
o for thirty day hil politi ian ar h d for a elution to th 

p r i t nt garbag pr bl m. On January 1 1 95, Jorr r port d that 
r pair ould b n ary in ord r to load garbag from hi harf, and 
that h ould not mak tho r pair unl h a a ard d th 1 95 
ontra t. Th City c mpli d, and, on again, th ti/is imo nt to a 
n th aft r nd of th Emma to lin . 

On July 25 1 95 JD. pr ck 1 a out yachting and 
co dumping i l ad off Balla t Point, cau in r fu and d ad animal 

to a h a hor .32 H r port d thi to th mayor, and on month lat r th 
City pa d an rdinan that provid d for a h fty 40 fin a h tim 
J rr r 1 a d hi arg too lo to hor . It al o r quir d that th 

o only dump during daylight hour o that offi ial uld monitor 
h r Jorr had b n dumping. 33 
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S 
p omplain d again th follo ing y ar, thi tim ab ut th 
"numb r f d ad animal that ar allo d to r main in an 
adva t of d c mpo ition ' o harf, a pro 

nough for to thr at n I gal a · City an h 
omplaint by authorizing th purcha of chl rid of lim to 

di in t th ach trip. Al o, hr hundr d p und of 
' Bann rma a purcha d for 35

In 1897, Jor contra t d to to th · k, for an 
additional r month. 36 It d tha u nt trip 
w uld k garbag fr m b oming ran id on the harf. During 
that y ar, it a pr po d that tw n w ga oli d b built, 
t mak alt mating trip ; on would load whil dump d 
of any fe It that th gar o id · ply not ffici nt, 

and p that an incin rator b built in t ad. Th City Coun il had 
r · from oth r citi r comm nding th "Dix n er matory" a 

dumping at a. Councilm mb r trav 1 d to Lo 
that ity' fa ility, and plan for on tru tion of n in 

an Di mad .38 

On r 15, 1 97, th in in rator a r ady, and thr day lat r 
Jorr · d to tow th co and it g ar until furth r noti 39 

On May 12, ity Ordinan 518 auth riz d lling th o at 
auction, for ca h, to th high t bidd r. On w k lat r, Jorr pur ha d 
th o for only 30, th n ubmitt d a bill for toring th v 1, which, 
at 5 p r month, am to a tly 30. In Jun th City paid Jorr , 
giving him th o for th pri f toring it. 10 

And hat did William J rr do ith hi 30 garbag an 
Diego nion r port d that th Utili imo as to b brok n up and u d 
for fu 1, ' in t ad of m eting h r nd at a lik th h haul d. 11 

Though an Di go' an mpt to u th an to olv i garbag 
pr bl m fail d, th ar ha logi al r ord indicat that dumping at a 
continu d. Today ith c rtain r triction , v l ar till allo d to 
dump at a pr iding th y ar at 1 a t fifty mil from th n ar t land. 
Th 1 al curr ms, in th ir tim l mann r, till o ca ionally wa h r fu 
a hor , p ri dically r vi ing an o an dumping controv r y that r fu 
tog a ay. 

N O TES 

1 b t r' Di tionary d fine a c w (d f.3) a an Id or lum y boat ; hulk ; tub. 

2 Elizab th C. MacPhail, Th tory of w ie nd of i Found r I nzo E. 

Horton Di go: an Di go · · al ty, 9), 72. 

3 the arbag , " an Dieg , J 1 p. 3. Th r fu prob! m gr 

o v r that th H alth Offi r tri d impr gnating th ground around th dump ite 

with rud oil, th n i niting th ar a. 

Ibid ., 11 Jan 1 

5 Ibid ., 25 Jan 1 

6 
ity of an Y, ar Endin D 

R ar h Archiv 

7 The Harb r C mmi i n r ," an Die o 

Mains'/ Haul Spring/Summer 2000 

B ard of H alth of the 

353, folder 1, an 



pt . 1 9, p. 6. 
9 Ibid ., " a 

10 Ibid ., 2 

11 Ibid ., " 

12 Ibid .," 

13 Ibid. , 2 f Publi rk , 

9, I. 1, Rl -9, 

1 

15 

16 

92, 

; Ya htin ," 3. 
17 Ibid ., . 1 . Th ubj 

1 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
2 

25 

26 

2 

2 

in th had 

day . 

B ard ut ," 12 D . 1 9, I. 1, 1 . 

Ibid ., , I. 1, 292-293 . 

an Di 90, p . 5. 
ar. 1 90, p . 6. 

B ard f ute ," 15 Jan . 1 91 , I. 1, 292-293 

Ibid ., 9 p . . 

a hir d t a um th r 1 harf ma t r 

fe r a m nthly alary f . "B ard of 

ni n , 26 ug . 1 91, p . 5. 

"Ya htin ," 3. 
n 2. 

P rk , M " 12 pr. 1 92, I. 1, 1 . 

n Jul d ad hors and 

w at La Playa , and J rr s wa 

· · ay . An i · · , ho er , fe und that th 

his 

had been hit by a train and had n r been 1 ad d aboard 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

3 
35 
36 

37 

an Dieg ni n, 5. 
"Minute ," 3 Jan , 4-2 6

arbag " an Diego ni 

Barb ag Di po al 12 Jan . 1 95 p . 5. 
Ibid ., 7 pt. 1903. 

D n, 5, p . 2. 

B ard f P inu pr. 2, 21. 

Ibid ., Ma 25; il d eb I. 3, 1 . 

' 

Jan. 1 9 , p. 5; B ard f 

rk ," . 3, 226. 

3 "Affairs f n 
39 Board f Pu 

0 Ibid. , 19 Ma 

20 Ma 1 9 p. 5. 

Ibid . 

I. I 1 

ni n , 

ATTENTION
AUTHORS! 

Mains'I Haul is on the lookout for articles 
on all aspects of humanity's relationship to the 

Pacific, from amateur and professional scholars and 
students alike. 

In the near future we are particularly interested in 
Pacific-related articles on these topics: 

Piracy and privateering - Submarines - Yachting -
Lighthouses - Whaling - Historic Ship Preservation 

To reach us, see the information inside the front cover. 

Light Source that 

has proven itself 

throughout history ... 

Press Plus 

O,e Printing Source 

that has proven itself 

throughout its history . 

Mains'/ Haul Spring/Summer 2000 



Whether you are buying a boat or transporting 
or hauling out the vessel you own there are many 
options to consider before you select the vessel or 
service that is right for you. So it should be when 
selecting insurance . 

At Hall & Malone, we have the marine insurance 
products to fill your every need-we also have the 
experience, service and pricing you expect. 

(619) 226-8661 
2385 Shelter Island Drive, #201, San Diego, CA 92106 

MAR N E 
SALUTES THE FINE JOB THE MARITIME 

MUSEUM HAS DONE IN 
RESTORING THEIR CLASSIC VESSELS 

LET US HELP YOU RESTORE YOUR 
CLASSIC VESSEL 

DOWNWIND MARINE 
Serving Your Every Yachting Need 

From the crew at Downwind Marine. 

We are located at 2804 Canon Street 
San Diego, CA 92106 

(619) 224-2733 WHX 369 

homepage : http ://www .downwindmarine .com 
e-mail : downwind@IBM .net 



R T 

Jack L. Gray 
"Brought to Gaff - International Tuna Tournament, Wedgeport, Nova Scotia" 
oil on canvas, 26 x 36 inches, circa 1955 

David Thimgan 
"Ship WOOLTON Off California" 
oil on canvas, 22 x 34 inches, dated 2000 

{EC LI T 

Antonio Jacobson 
"GUYANDOTTE of the Old Dominion Line" oil on 

canvas, 22 x 36 inches, dated 1892 

SPECIALIST IN 18TH 19TH & EARLY UES 
1610 We t oa t Highway, ewport Beach, alifornia 92663 

hone - 949 642-7945 fa - 949 631-3161 e-mail - a11e·o ailer earthlink.com 

Catalog available $20 . Visit us at artnet.com /vallejo .htmi 
WE ARE ALWAYS SEEKING TO BUY FINE QUALITY MARINE PAINTINGS 

Support "Mains'I Haul" & San Diego Maritime Museum 
Mention this ad when contacting the gallery I I 

FINE ART 

FAD A 



Look how far we've come ••• 

L
ast fiscal year, maritime cargo passing through 

the Port of San Diego reached an all-time high -

2.4 million metric tons. That's a lot of autos, 

oranges, cement, lumber, steel, sand ... and much 

more. Like high-paying jobs for San Diegans ... a 

vibrant working waterfront ... and just one example of 

a Port that's working to boost the region's economy . 

Maritime MUSEUM 
AsSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGO 

Bark tar of India 
1306 . Harb r Drive, 

an Di go, 92101 

Port of San Diego 
www.portofsandiego.org 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
San Diego. Calif. 
Permit No. I 089 



Mains’l Haul
Maritime Museum Association Of San Diego

A  J o u r n a l  O f  P a c i f i c  M a r i t i m e  H i s t o r y

Vol. 36, No. 4    FALL 2000

$4
.0

0

Scourges of the South Sea:
Piracy, Privateering and Crime in the Pacific



California’s Boating Newspapers
Since 1971 Council of American 

Maritime Museums

Conference of California 
Historical Societies

International Congress 
of Maritime Museums 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

William Dysart 
President

Kenneth Andersen
First Vice President

Ray Carpenter
Second Vice President

Chuck Allen 
Secretary/Treasurer

Raymond Ashley 
Executive Director

Ronald Carlson
Keith Cruickshank 

James Dalby 
Merrill Day 
Chris Frost 

Patrick Goddard 
Donald E. Hillman, Jr. 

Phyllis Hom 
Kipland Howard
Paul Kettenburg
Morris Landon

Don Lenox 
Robert Loomis 

VAdm. Edward H. Martin
Robert Sharp
Karen Sowell 

Martha Von Der Wische

MAINS’L HAUL 
is published quarterly,

wind and weather 
permitting, aboard the 

ferryboat Berkeley. 

(619) 234-9153 x.118
FAX (619) 234-8345 

editor@sdmaritime.com

Mark Allen, Editor
Tony Enyedy, Art Director

The Log Supports 
The San Diego 
Maritime Museum

“Mains’l Haul—An order 
in tacking ship bidding 
‘Swing the main yards.’   
To loot, steal, or ‘acquire’.”
	 —John Masefield

A Coast Miwok mariner watches 
as Drake’s men careen their ship. 
Careening—scraping and burning 
away the marine growth that slowed 
them—was frequent for pirates and  
privateers, to whom most dock-
yards were closed but whose pro-
fessions demanded swiftness. To 
impede shipworms and marine  life, 
Golden Hind was sheathed with a 
double layer of tar and animal hair 
under deal boards coated with a 
mixture of tar, tallow and sulphur 
which could be scraped away as it  
deteriorated, invented by John 
Hawkins for tropical operations.

For stability, much of her top-hamper 
has been removed, and she is lashed 
to a captured Spanish vessel.

Detail from A Fair and Good Bay by  
Gordon Miller, premiering in the current  
exhibit Pirates! In Story & History at the  
San Diego Maritime Museum. 

Courtesy of the artist
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T his issue of Mains’l Haul is about pirates,  
but not about the pirates we have known  
so long in popular conception. Those pirates 

usually appear as fantastic figures 
shrouded in romance. In the 
maritime world we have constructed 
for them, they share some of the 
same attributes as the equally 
fantastical outlaws of the Old West. 
In their respective worlds, both 
pirates and outlaws lived far out  
on the frontiers of civilization,  
beyond reach of the law and the civilized  
society on which they preyed. Just as outlaws  
roamed our mythological wilderness, using the  
horse to grant them mobility and striking power,  
so did pirates roam the oceans of the world,  
using the sailing ship as their means of attack.  
Because outlaws and pirates had only themselves  
to depend upon, they established codes of loyalty  
and conduct that bound them together, in some cases 

into a brotherhood more closely knit than anything  
to be found in “normal” society. Or so we imagine.

The exhibit Pirates! In Story & History currently 
installed aboard Star of India 
poses the question of why we find 
seaborne outlaws of the past so 
compelling. The exhibit is less about 
historical pirates themselves than 
it is about what we have made of 
them and how we have transformed 
a modest amount of information—
gleaned from a selective reading 

of a few texts—into a captivating myth. Alexander 
Esquemelin, Robert Louis Stevenson, Gilbert and 
Sullivan, countless Hollywood directors, and the 
Disney and Jim Hensen Companies are among those 
who have so refined our impression of who pirates 
were, when and where they sailed, how they acted, 
and what became of them that we now think of 
pirates as old shipmates and trusted friends. Some 
of them were very bad men, of course, some of 

FROM THE 
HELM

by Ray Ashley,
Director
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The last of the great Chinese 
pirate armadas, led by Chui 
Apoo, was anihilated in 1849. 
This lithograph showed what 
British audiences wanted to 
see: their outnumbered coun-
trymen triumphing over a  
romantic enemy.

them were depraved even, but we are comfortable 
in their predictability. They tend, we think, to be 
Englishmen, to live in the late seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries, to operate in the Caribbean, the 
Eastern Seaboard and occasionally the Indian Ocean, 
tend to attack Spanish ships and possessions, to 
despise institutional authority and revere charismatic 
leadership, to indulge in every vice available, and to 
meet an early and violent end. Also, we don’t tend to 
hear much from their victims.

I n contrast, the following articles form a set of  
snapshots taken of individuals who fall well outside 
the bounds of our expectations. We have a legal 

inquest into the violent seizure of a Spanish exploration 
vessel of the sixteenth century, reconstructions of a 
privateer ship which ended its career preserved as one of 
the world’s first “museum ships,” to glorify and nationalize 
the exploits of a man whom his enemies loathed as pirate. 
We read of the misadventures of a Franco/Argentine 
privateer-turned-pirate who attacked Spanish California, 
and learn of the real and imagined plights of Western 

women confronted with Eastern piracy, and of the 
transformation of a minor historical figure into an Asian 
“Pirate Queen” by twentieth century authors. Finally, to 
put things in perspective, we see the effects of piracy in 
today’s world and the efforts of modern seafaring nations 
to stamp out an activity which we often prefer to believe 
ended in the eighteenth century, about the time Lt. 
Maynard decapitated Blackbeard at Ocracoke Inlet. Pacific 
stories all, and none provides a familiar voyage with our 
customary swashbuckling friends.  

So why, as the exhibit asks, do we continue to  
hang onto them? Perhaps one reason is because all  
of us at some point feel oppressed by the society  
we live in. Our “historical” pirates of the Golden  
Age broke with their own society, and allow us to 
sail with them beyond the limits of ours. The pirates  
of our imagination permit us to live, if only  
vicariously, free and unfettered beyond the horizon  
of everyday drudgery and control, on a sea of  
limitless possibilities.

3
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A rugged strip of the Pacific coast of Michoacán, Mexico, is called 
Motines—“Mutinies.”  This unusual place name resulted from 
a brutal mutiny which broke out in 1533 aboard one of the first 

Spanish ships to explore the region.  The outcome had unintended,  
far-reaching implications: the incorporation of the region known as the 
Californias into the Spanish Empire and into the awareness of the Western 
World.  Though the mutiny is fairly well known, this article presents 
excerpts of first-person accounts by its survivors, published here in English 
for the first time.

Background to Murder

During, and immediately following, the conquest of México in 1521, 
Fernando Cortés was informed of the existence of gold and silver mines, as 
well as pearl oyster beds, located to the west. Almost immediately, he sent 
out a series of expeditions in search of these potential riches.1

In 1528 Cortés traveled to the court of King Charles V, where he 
received the title of Marqués del Valle de Oaxaca. As a result of his 
petitions, he was given two royal orders and a provision which granted him 
greater rights to continue his maritime enterprises. The first of these, of 
April 1, 1529, amplified his appointment as Captain General of New Spain 
to include the Pacific Ocean, and the second and third of October 27 and 
November 5 of the same year granted him licenses and rights to explore 
and colonize the coasts and islands that he would discover.2

Upon returning to Mexico, Cortés intensified his maritime activities 
near Acapulco, and after finishing construction of two new ships, on June 
13, 1532 he ordered his cousin Diego Hurtado de Mendoza to explore to 
the northwest. Reaching the coast of New Galicia, however, Hurtado was 
repulsed by Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán, governor of the region and enemy 
of Cortés.  Reports of Hurtado’s apparent destruction reached Cortés, who 
ordered two more ships to be built in Tehuantepec to search for the lost 
expedition—and to seek an island rich in gold and pearls, rumored to exist 
for over a decade.3

C ortés gave command of the new expedition to Diego Becerra 
de Mendoza, a native of Mérida, as captain general aboard La 
Concepción, and named Hernando de Grijalva as captain of the 

San Lázaro. The key post of pilot major was occupied by Fortún Ximénez, 
a Vizcayan (Basque), the pilot was Martín de Acosta, Portuguese, while the 
first mate was Juan de Pinos, an Andalucían.  Nearly all the sailors hailed 

from various parts of the Iberian Peninsula—five from Castile, 
three from Andalucia, and a pair from Galicia—but 

sailors of Basque origin predominated,  
and were represented as well 

among the soldiers, 
storekeeper, carpenters 
and caulkers.4  Native 
speakers of a language 
far removed from 
Castilian Spanish and 

Murder,
Mayhem,
 and 
Discovery: 

The Mutiny  
of Fortún 
Ximénez  

by W. Michael Mathes

A 16th century-type swivel cannon, 
like those probably mounted on La 
Concepción‘s rail.

Exhibited in Pirates! In Story & History at the 
San Diego Maritime Museum; courtesy of the 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco; photo 
by John Wright 
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possessed of a distinctly separate cultural identity, 
the Basques shared an important link with Chief 
Pilot Ximénez.  

The commander of the detachment of soldiers 
aboard the Concepción had an even more 
important link to the chief pilot: Pedro Ximénez 
was the pilot’s brother.5 Three Franciscan friars, 
Fathers Martín de Jesús de La Coruña, Juan de 
San Miguel, and Francisco Pastrana, accompanied 
the expedition aboard the Concepción; they 
would be crucial players in the drama ahead.6  
The expedition’s purser, Juan de Carasa, also noted that “for the care of the 
sick the said Marquis had sent a pharmacist named Palacio who prepared 
for them valuable medicines, paying him a good sum of ducados for his 
services.”  Many would soon need his care, among them most of the six 
men whose testimony would preserve their memories of the mutiny for 
posterity.  These were Juan de Carasa, military commander Alonso de Ulloa, 
treasurer Bernaldino de Hinojosa and the seamen Juan de Perero, Martín 
de Bocanegra and Francisco Díaz.

  

“They declared and deposed, individually in secret and 
separately, the following:”

Six of the survivors attended an inquest in the mining camp of Los 
Angeles in the province of Colima on December 17, 1533, less than three 
weeks after the mutiny.  They gave their testimony, sworn “under the 
sign of the Cross and the four Holy Gospels,” at this remote location 
because, according to Juan de Carasa, “I fear that because they are seriously 
wounded they will die in the mountains and places where they will not be 
easily available.” 

The following excerpts of testimony were spoken by the witnesses in 
response to a series of nineteen questions about details of the events; 
for example, whether they knew if Cortés himself had been involved in 
constructing the ships for the expedition. In the excerpts, to restore the 
testimony more closely to the form in which it was originally spoken, 
ellipses (...) replace the formal legal phrase “the said” which was added by 
the scribe. The full document, housed in the Archivo General de Indias, 
Sevilla, has been published elsewhere in the original Spanish by the 
author.7

Constructing the ships:

The two ships “for discovery of lands in the South Sea in the name 
of His Majesty,” in Juan de Carasa’s phrase, were begun on the Bay of 
Santiago in the province of Tehuantepec in 1532 and were completed in 
October 1533.   Juan de Carasa testified that the Marquis del Valle, Cortés 
himself, 

was present at the said port in person, to have the ships completed and see 
them sail, during which time he spent more than a year in the...port suffering 

Michael Mathes is the author of numerous 
books and articles in English and Spanish about 
the region known as the Spanish Borderlands.  
His scholarship earned him Mexico’s Orden 
Mexicana del Aguila Azteca, the highest honor 
which that nation bestows on non-citizens. We 
were pleased to publish his article on Francisco 
de Ortega’s third voyage in our Fall 1999 issue.

This woodcut shows how 
Spanish shipwrights in the 
Americas computed the 
proportions of a ship’s hull.

From Diego García de Palacio’s 1587 
Instruciôn náutica. 
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much discomfort from loneliness and the intense heat in the...port, the dust that 
arose, and the mosquitos, so much so that all those who were there complained 
of his suffering.

Francisco Díaz, a sailor born in the city of León, attested that Cortés was 
so committed to the project that, when visiting there, and he “received 
news that his wife was ill, near death, he refused to leave the...port until he 
could see the ships sail.” Once they were launched, Cortés returned to the 
mosquito-ridden shipyard and boarded the Concepción where, in Carasa’s 
words, he reviewed the expedition’s men and addressed them,   

 
telling them that the fleet was going in the service of His Majesty to discover 
lands, and he urged them greatly to keep peace and agreement among 
themselves, and thus turned them over to the...captain, as well as to the...chief 
pilot, Ortún Ximénez, and to me, ...Juan de Carasa, and the other officers and 
petty officers and seamen, we all took a solemn oath in his presence, swearing 
that we would be faithful in the said service and obey...Captain Diego Becerra, 
and that each one would discharge his obligations faithfully on the...voyage. 
After the aforesaid, when we swore loyalty to him with the affection and good 
will he inspired in all, embracing most of the men, he left the galleon. He spoke 
freely to pilot Ortún Ximénez, telling him that if God should will that they 
discover lands, after His Majesty and his lordship, the one who would benefit 
most would be he. 

The Concepción, attested Carasa, was “very well furnished with artillery, 
powder, broadswords, swords, crossbows, and many other  
kinds of arms, and also abundant supplies and food for the sailors,” enough 
to last over a year and a half.  She also carried spare rigging, iron, steel, a 
forge, and a blacksmith, Carasa reported, “so that if it became necessary at 
any port they discovered they could build a caravel or brig to explore.” 8

The voyage begins: October 29, 1533

Two days after the speech by the Marquis, the ships set sail.  The 
Concepción’s purser, Juan de Carasa, thought that “I was going with other 
Spaniards to discover lands in the South Sea,” but what began as a  voyage 
of exploration soon became a voyage of horror.

The fleet left the...port without problems. The San Gerónimo [Concepción] 
reached the open sea and the other ship, San Lázaro, as she was leaving...port 
ran aground on a shoal and was unable to free itself for some time. For this 
reason, the...galleon waited at anchor for four or five days because, according 
to the instructions given by the...Marquis [Cortés] they were to sail together for 
mutual defense on the same course. After the said number of days, the...ship 
San Lázaro was free from the shoal or bar and joined the...galleon, signaling 
and following it, and they remained anchored together that day and night. The 
following day they set sail, taking forthwith the course that the...Marquis had 
given in his instructions. They sailed together six or seven hours. During the 
first watch in the night a storm arose and the ship San Lázaro was forced off 
course and separated from the...galleon. At about ten o´clock at night the lamp 
was ordered lit so that the...ship would recognize it, and with that light showing, 
the...galleon continued its course, sailing that entire night until the next day, and 
despite its light, the ship San Lázaro did not appear nor could it be sighted. In 
the morning, the captain ordered a seaman to climb to the topsail mast of the...
galleon and to look everywhere to see if he could sight the...ship. The seaman 

A 16th century-type crossbow.
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tesy of the San Diego Museum of Man;  photo 
by John Wright 



M a i n s ’ l  H a u l  F a l l  2 0 0 0

7

stated he could not see any ship. In view of this, the...captain ordered the 
galleon to sail with vigilance, waiting for the...ship, and it sailed for almost two 
days in this manner.

Since the...ship failed to appear, the...captain and pilot ordered the galleon to 
go back on the second course in keeping with the instructions. Pilot Xortún 
Ximénez stated that the said second course under the instructions could not 
be followed due to bad weather, and the galleon sailed without seeing land for 
some thirty days until, at last, they came within sight of land and explored the 
coast of Zacatula.9 

The separation of the two ships would last for the remainder of the 
voyage. Whether this division was accidental, due to bad weather, or 
resulted from Grijalva’s intentional action to withdraw from Becerra’s 
command is unclear; the latter was later asserted by Bernal Díaz.10 Carasa 
continued that,

after arriving at the...coast of Zacatula as has been stated, the...galleon 
anchored, and they lowered the launch which carried the military commander 
Alonso de Ulloa, accompanied by some petty officers and seamen, to find out 
where they were. They said they found some native Indian interpreters there, 
who assured them that the pueblo of Zacatula was only five days distant.  
After meeting this interpreter, they returned to the galleon and the...captain, 
pilot, and others, and stated what the Indians had told them. Early the next 
morning, Thursday, the galleon sailed, planning to go to the port at Zaguatán 
to take on water.11

  

Friday night, November 28, 1533

The mutiny occurred at sea, reported treasurer Bernaldino de Hinojosa, 
when he  

and other officers were sleeping, each one in his place, confident and secure, 
...Ortún Ximénez, his brother Pedro Ximénez, and other sailors, brandishing 
offensive and defensive weapons, suddenly rushed to where the captain was 
sleeping, which was at the stern of the said galleon, on top of a box, and struck 
him on his head and other parts of the body...

Hinojosa continued:

This witness, who was sleeping to one side of the prow, on hearing the 		
commotion, arose instantly, startled, and tried to go where the captain was to 
see what the trouble was. On his way he met, next to the mast, Master Miguel, 
caulker, brandishing an unsheathed sword. This witness seized him quickly, but 
at that time there came another sailor, whose name he does not remember, who 
helped the said Master Miguel, and the two, together, held this witness after he 
struggled with them as he has stated, and pushed him against a side where they 
gave him many blows on his back, calling him a traitor. In the meanwhile, other 
sailors arrived and one of them wounded him. He does not remember their 
names. They slashed him on his left arm, from which he is now very ill. 

According to Juan de Carasa, the uprising that broke out between eleven 
o’clock and midnight came completely without warning, for,

during the entire time he [the captain] was aboard the...galleon...Ortún Ximénez 
showed him great courtesy, honor, and good treatment both in speaking to him, 

…they beat  
me again, 
repeatedly 
knocking me 
down two or 
three times, 
saying “Death 
to the traitors  
of the sea!”



as well as during all the time he sailed on the...galleon he never had any quarrel 
or fight with him or anyone else, nor did he mistreat anyone.   

Carasa testified that the attackers struck while Ximénez was on watch 
and the captain slept, 

without any thought of disturbance, without offensive or defensive weapons, 
undressed to his shirt, and they attacked him with broadswords, swords, 
daggers, arrows, and other weapons, and slashed him on his head so much that 
his brains came out, and gave him other stabs in his right arm and a wound in 
his thigh so that they tumbled him from the chest upon which he was laying 
and left him for dead, however, on the deck as he was, they chained him with 
irons on his feet. The...captain, finding himself wounded and lifeless, asked for 
confession.12

Ximénez and his mutineers, continued Carasa, carrying swords, 
broadswords, and shields,

stabbed and wounded the other officers as they lay in their beds, undressed 
and completely unarmed. They gave military commander Alonso de Ulloa 
fourteen cuts on his arms, hands, and other parts of his body, as a result of 
which it is expected that he will be crippled, and left him for dead, and, in 
fact, they would have killed him had it not been for the [Franciscan] fathers. 
They wounded likewise...Bernaldino de Hinojosa, and I, ...Juan de Carasa, 
received many broadsword blows, and a bad blow on the head which brought 
me to the ground, and, stunned as I was, I got up and tried to go to the stern, 
and they beat me again, repeatedly knocking me down two or three times, 
saying “Death to the traitors of the sea!” But God miraculously saved me.  
They seized me and tied my hands, and I remained heavily chained for many 
days. The also wounded petty officer Francisco Díaz on his left hand, from which 
it is feared he will remain crippled. They also stabbed him on his nose and head. 
They also wounded...Martín de Bocanegra and Juano, a foreigner, the crown of 
whose head was penetrated by a slash. If the fathers had not intervened none of 
us would have escaped with our lives, for there were many polls and opinions 
among them [the mutineers], asking that we all be killed and cast into the sea, 
or at least on some uninhabited islands where no one would ever hear from us.

The seaman Martín de Bocanegra, a native of Sevilla, testified that when 
the mutineers rose, he 

was sleeping on the...galleon on deck at the stern, close to where the captain 
was sleeping, and when this witness awakened from his sleep they had already 
given him three knife wounds on his head. And, as he found himself wounded 
and maimed, not knowing what was about, he went to the stern without hiding, 
and there they gave him two more knife wounds. Simultaneously, he saw the 
captain, who had been sleeping on top of a chest, streched out on the deck face 
down and badly wounded, thought to be dead, and many threatening swords, 
and [heard] shouting: “Death, death to them, and long live the King, and Señor 
Ortún Ximénez!” 

Petty officer Francisco Díaz reported that at that moment, he himself

was asleep on mid-deck, leaning against a sail bonnet. He was attacked in his 
sleep by the three men who inflicted four knife wounds on him, as follows: 
two slashes in his hand and left arm, and one each on his head and nose, from 
which wounds he was presently ill and fears he will remain maimed. When he 
was wounded on the hand as he stated, he wrestled with one of the men who 
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“Give me 
your sword, 
for if they 
see you 
carrying  
it they will 
kill you.”
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had wounded him, and holding each other as they did, they rolled to the side 
near the water, and at that moment two other sailors, partisans of the said Ortún 
Ximénez, came and grabbed this witness and tied his hands with a cord over the 
wounds they had inflicted upon him. At this time he was able to go below and 
heard the said pilot shout, “Where is this Francisco Díaz? Kill him!” Father Fray 
Juan replied, “He is already dead, what do you want of him?” A short time later, 
the fleet pharmacist, Francisco de Palazuelos, came to dress his wounds. He 
told him that Captain Alonso de Ulloa and Bocanegra were seriously wounded. 
The following day, this witness and the others who favored the ...Marquis were 
chained around their necks, wounded as they were. Juan de Carasa and other 
persons were handcuffed.

The seaman Juan de Perero testified that when he heard the noise,

half dazed by sleep he got up and heard them shout toward the stern: “Death, 
death to the traitors!”  Not suspecting that there was such a mutiny, this witness 
went up, sword in hand, to the place where the shouting and disturbance were 
going on. When he reached the top he saw more than twenty unsheathed 
swords. At this juncture a sailor named Juan del Puerto approached this witness 
saying: “Give me your sword, because if they see you carrying it they will kill 
you.” The pilot Ortún Ximénez came to this witness, and placing a bare sword 
in his hand, asked me whom I was for, and this witness replied that he was for 
the King, and then Ortún ordered his hands tied to his back, and thus tied they 
took him to the top deck astern. 

His head wounded and bleeding, Juan de Carasa was thrown down a 
hatch, where Juan de Perero helped nurse him. Perero soon learned that 
their survival was by no means assured, for he “heard many sailors who 
brought their food say that if it had not been for the priests, they would 
have killed them all with sword thrusts, or at least they would have cut 
their feet or hands.” Juan de Perero continued:

This witness being tied up, and, as the cord was cutting his hands, he asked 
a Juan de Ochoa, for the love of God, to loosen the cord for it was cutting 
his hands. He replied that I should be quiet because I had not gotten what I 
deserved, and so I remained tied up until the following day when I was shackled.

Military commander Alonso de Ulloa recalled escaping death  
by a ruse:

When this witness heard this outcry, he pretended that he was dead and 
he believes that because they saw him with so many wounds and in such 
a deplorable state, they left him for dead. They even looked at his face by 
candlelight and raised him by his left arm, and still thinking he was dead, they 
said he should be cast into the sea. At this moment Father Fray Martín de la 
Coruña came where this witness was stretched out on the deck and spoke to 
this witness. When...Ortún Ximénez found he was alive, he ordered his hands 
tied, wounded as he was. His wounds were dressed by the pharmacist of the 
ship, and this done, he was ordered taken below decks. 

When Ulloa’s testimony was written down and handed back for his 
signature, the scribe noted that he “did not sign because he was unable to do 
so because he was wounded in his right hand...”

“Before we began to heal from our wounds, we were all imprisoned with 
chains, handcuffs, and leg irons,” Carasa testified. Francisco Díaz recalled that 
their captivity gave the Chief Pilot and his men considerable pleasure, for, 
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thus imprisoned, he heard the sailors boast of how they had seized and 
wounded them, and that they were thinking of casting them into the sea, cutting 
off their feet and noses, and due to the entreating of the fathers, they abandoned 
this in the manner which he related. He heard Father Fray Martín say he had 
heard that they wanted to kill them, and that he had begged on his knees so 
that they would cease causing more harm. And this witness believes they were 
saved through his pleading. 

The Death of Diego de Beccara and Election of a New 
Captain: December 1-2, 1533

The Captain lingered for three days, suffering greatly.  After he died, 
Bernaldino de Hinojosa testified that he watched,

on a Monday at sunrise when they brought out the body of Captain Diego 
Becerra from the chamber of the said Pilot Ortún Ximénez, and saw ballast 
brought up to wrap with it so that its weight would sink it to the bottom, and 
heard the splash on the sea when they threw it overboard.

The day after the Captain’s burial was the feast day of Saint  
Andrew. Ximénez assembled all of the ship’s company, and, in Juan de 
Carasa’s words, 

addressed them in a loud voice, telling them that he wanted to be the captain 
of the galleon and to command, therefore, they would swear that they took him 
as their captain and would obey him in whatever he might order. The...seamen 
gave him the said oath. From that time, he proclaimed himself the captain and 
forthwith named his brother, Pedro Ximénez, as master of the...galleon, and...
Juan de los Pinos as chief pilot. He disarmed everyone except certain Basques 
from Vizcaya who were allowed to keep their machetes, and had the arms kept 
in a box. 

The Chief Pilot’s rise to captain placed another of the ship’s innocent 
officers in a difficult position.  When Ximénez shouted for First Mate Juan 
de los Pinos, Juan de Perero witnessed him “answer the call trembling.” The 
chief mutineer spoke: “‘Juan de los Pinos, do not be afraid, if you want my 
post as chief pilot, you can have it.’ Juan de los Pinos answered: ‘Yes sir.’,” 
recalled Francisco Díaz. “He accepted more due to fear than to his desire,” 
Carasa noted sympathetically. 

Cast Ashore

Later on the feast day of St. Andrew, reported Carasa, the Concepción

raised anchor and sailed, carrying us; me, ...Juan de Carasa, as well as the...
fathers and other officers and petty officers, and kept us imprisoned as 
previously stated, sailing along the coast for eleven days, at the end of which...
Ortún Ximénez ordered the...galleon to anchor. When at anchor, he ordered the 
launch lowered with some articles and crossbows, and cast all of us, including 
the fathers, ashore on the coast...

The wounded opponents of the mutiny and the three Franciscans were 
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hustled into the launch, which ferried them to shore in two or three runs.  
Their plight seemed grim, for as Carasa reported:

Ortún did not give us any of our belongings or food or arms or anything else. We 
were naked, for they removed the good shirts we were wearing, and gave us in 
exchange others that were in worse condition. Thus, we were left on the...coast 
without our knowing where we were or which way to go.

Abandoned on the desolate shore of what is today Michoacan, at a spot 
later named Motines, the men searched for a way back to civilization:

I, ...Juan de Carasa, and Father Fray Juan started to walk down the beach with 
great difficulty and hunger. After walking five or six leagues [fifteen to twenty 
miles] we met some native Indians who served as interpreters. We were told 
we were in the ...pueblo limit and that...Manuel de Cáceres [the absentee 
administrator of the Indian pueblo of Apoztlán] was there. They led us to 
him and we told him of our great misfortune. Because the two other fathers, 
...Alonso de Ulloa, and the other wounded man remained on the beach where 
we were cast away, ...Manuel de Cáceres sent for them with a Spaniard named 
Domingo and many Indians carrying food and supplies. These Indians helped us 
to reach the mines of Los Angeles where we are now.

The Aftermath

Treasurer Bernaldino de Hinojosa died of his wounds not long after 
his testimony. Among the survivors, only Juan de Carasa continued in the 
service of Cortés, participating in the expedition of 1535 together with 
Francisco de Hinojosa, Bernaldino’s brother. Of the Franciscans, whose 
intercession had saved their lives, Fray Martín de Jesús de La Coruña later 
founded Michoacán’s Franciscan province of San Pedro and San Pablo 
in 1565, and Fray Juan de San Miguel, a highly venerated missionary in 
Michoacán, founded the town of Uruapan.13

A month after the inquest, on January 8, 1534, Hernando de Grijalva 
and the San Lázaro returned to the Colima coast.  Grijalva’s voyage had 
been free of major incidents, save his discovery of the islands which, in the 
eighteenth century, would be renamed for Viceroy Revilla-Gigedo.

 

Why a Mutiny?

What is missing from the inquest testimony is any sense of the motive 
for the mutiny, for the inquest was conducted solely to establish events, 
not causes.  Bernal Díaz later wrote that the captain was an arrogant and 
ill-tempered person, but no other contemporary account confirms this, 
and it seems a weak motive, given the nature of the times and the ship’s 
isolation.14  Virtually the sole explanation that could justify risking crimes 
of the gravity of mutiny and murder of the legitimate authority would be 
that Ximénez and his followers imagined that, once free to chart their own 
course, the discovery of great wealth would be theirs.  With this fortune, 
they may have imagined they could have purchased a pardon or protection 
from Fernando Cortés’s arch-enemy Nuño de Guzmán.  

At the inquest, Yñigo de Mondragón, speaking on behalf of Cortés, 
warned of the mutiny’s potentially disastrous consequences;



The mutiny ended 
south of La Paz on Baja 
California’s Gulf coast, 
perhaps near Bahía 
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if the said Ortún Ximénez should discover any good land, he would, of 

necessity, report this to some other nation, since he would not have the 

authority or means to conquer and settle new lands. He must have become 

a corsair. He boasts, or at least it is said that he proclaims, that he is going to 

seize the Peru ships.

Cortés therefore sought to obtain royal permission to hunt down, in 
Juan de Carasa’s words, this “Chief Pilot whom we may now call a pirate,” 
and confiscate his property. The former, at any rate, proved unnecessary. 

Ximénez sailed La Concepción northwest to the coast between 
Cabo San Lucas and La Paz, on the Baja California peninsula.  There, he 
and twenty-one mutineers were killed by Pericú Indians. The survivors 
returned aboard La Concepción to the coast of Jalisco, where they 
were imprisoned by Guzmán. This action led to Cortés taking personal 
leadership of an expedition to recover his ship, which brought him to 
Santa Cruz (modern La Paz), where he took formal possession of the 
Californias for Spain on May 3, 1535.  Thus, the Fortún Ximénez mutiny 
led indirectly to an unexpected outcome of vast historical significance: the 
incorporation of Baja and Alta California into the Spanish Empire and the 
Western world.15
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     N O T E S 

1     �Cortés began in 1521 to send expeditions to the Pacific, ordering Juan de Valle to explore 

the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. In 1522 Cristóbal de Olid entered the region of Michoacán, 

and Pedro Alvarez Chico explored the coast of Guerrero, all reporting that they had 

found no maritime passage from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific. However, they saw 

many ports potentially useful for maritime expansion on the Pacific, so as a result, in 

May 1522 Cortés, with forty blacksmiths and carpenters under Martín López, began 

building two brigantines and two caravels in the bay of Zacatula (Petacalco) to seek 

supposedly rich lands offshore. Contemporaneously, Magellan and Sebastián Elcano’s 

1519-1522 circumnavigation discovered the Philippines and Moluccas. Therefore, in June, 

1523, Cortés was ordered to postpone explorations until a new expedition following 

the Magellan-Elcano route could report. This enterprise, under Jofré García de Loaysa 

reached the Moluccas in late 1526. In the interim, on 22 June 1526, a royal order 

authorized Cortés to send a fleet in search of Loaysa, who was feared lost. While Cortés 

prepared his ships, one of Loaysa’s vessels reached the coast of Tehuantepec, giving 

further impetus to Pacific exploration. As a result, in July, 1527, Cortés dispatched his 

first maritime expedition under his cousin, Alvaro Saavedra Cerón, which was lost in the 

Moluccas, with survivors not reaching Spain until 1534.

2     �W. Michael Mathes, Cortés en California 1535 (Mexicali: Universidad Autónoma de Baja 

California, 1978), 16-20, 41-44, 80-81, 84-94.
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3      �Ibid., 30, 43-44; Miguel León-Portilla, Hernán Cortés y la Mar del Sur (Madrid: 

Ediciones Cultura Hispánica, 1985), 31-100.  On Hurtado’s voyage, see Martín Fernández 

de Navarrete, Colección de los viajes y descubrimientos que hicieron por mar los 

españoles desde fines del siglo XV, Vol. III (Madrid: Ediciones Atlas, 1954-1955), 151-172.
4      �Sailors whose place of origin can be determined are the Castilians Martín de Burgos, 

Andrés Feros, Bartolomé Benítez, Juanes de Arieta, and Juan López, the Andalucíans 
Juan del Puerto and Juan de San Juan, and the Galicians Alberto González and Martín 
Pérez de Bayona.  Pedro and Juan de San Remo were Genoese, and Juan Francés was 
presumably French.  Three slaves were among the crew; Estefano de Lesana, Juan 
Esclavón, and Gaspar, a diver, who was of African descent.  Basques included Pedro de 
Ochoa, Juanes de Velastegui, Juan de Balzola, Domingo de Colizabarchoruy, Martín de 
Asprunza, Domingo de Lexaldochemy, and Basque carpenters and caulkers were Juan de 
Bilbao, Juanes Zuaszo, and Miguel de Urbieta. The storekeeper, Pedro de Casanova, was 
Basque, as was one of the boatswains, Martín Pérez de Lezcano; the other boatswain was 
Juan de Malta.  Also aboard were two more caulkers, one Mendoza and a Portuguese, 
Miguel Peréz, and a blacksmith, Master Nicolás de Mocana. Fernando de Alvarado was 
overseer; Pedro de Fuentes was chief constable, and Juan Ochoa was scribe. 

5      �Land army personnel were Martín Picarte, also Vizcayan; Juan Sobrino, Lope de Arellano, 
Garcí Ramírez, Francisco Díaz, Adriano, Juan de Xerez, Juan Cortés, Juan Peres de 
Guevara, and one Mota, crossbowman.  Juan Oliver of Lombardy was cannoneer.

6     �Fray Martín de Jesús de La Coruña had been among “The Twelve,” the first missionaries 
to arrive in México in 1522. 

7     �Michael Mathes, “Asesinato y descubrimiento: El motín de Fortún Ximénez y la 
incorporación de California al Imperio Español,” Meyibó, segunda época, I (julio-
diciembre, 1990): 31-44.  The original document is Patronato 180, Ramo 52, Archivo 
General de Indias, Sevilla. Elimination of the phrase “the said” also eliminates a great deal 
of legal dreariness; as, for example, in this translated sentence from the inquest: “The 
said petition being presented in the stated manner, the said gentleman stated that he 
accepted the said petition as presented...”

8     �Salaries and assistance for the expedition amounted to 8,203 pesos and 4 tomines, 
and the trade goods aboard Concepción were worth 800 pesos. “Cuenta de lo que ha 
gastado el Marqués del Valle, 1533,” Colección de documentos inéditos relativos al 
descubrimiento, conquista y organización de las antiguas posesiones españolas de 
América y Oceanía, Vol. XII (Madrid: Imprenta de Frías y Cía., 1864-1884), 298-313.

9     �Fortún Ximénez’s first name appears with two spelling variants in this document, as 
Xortún and Ortún.

10    �Bernal Díaz del Castillo, La conquista de Nueva España (México: Editora Nacional, 
1958).

11   � �Cihuatán, Colima.
12    �The murderers of Becerra were Pedro Ximénez and, probably, Juanes de Arieta, led by 

Fortún Ximénez. The mutineers were Miguel Pérez, Alberto Gonález  Juan de Balsola, 
Pedro Escandón, Pedro Ochoa, Estefano de Lesana, Pedro de Casanueva, Juan de Pinos, 
Juan del Puerto, Juanes Zuazo (Elmón), Martín Pérez de Lezcano, Juan Francés, Andrés 
Feros, Juan Olivers, Maestro Pedro, Miguel de Urvieta, Pedro Esclavón, Master Nicolás 
de Mocana, Juan Sobrino (Cuerno), Adriano (Camacho), Juan Peres de Guevara, and 
Gaspar, almost all of whom lost their lives in California.  Besides the Franciscans and 
those who testified, only Francisco de Palazuelos (Palacios), Juan de San Remo, and 
Juan Cortés appear to have remained loyal to the captain. Mathes, Cortés en California, 
44-45.

13   � �Alonso de la Rea, Crónica de la Orden de N. Seráfico P. S. Francisco (México: Viuda de 
Bernardo Calderón, 1643).

14   � �Bernal Díaz del Castillo,
15   � �Mathes, Cortés en California, 29-32, 41-46, 53-61, 95-105.
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The 1974 Golden Hind II makes reconstruction 
problems vivid. Inaccuracies include a mizzenmast 
stepped too far forward, an imaginary stern gallery, little 
sheer in her lines, hawse holes too near the waterline, 
and instead of small-arms ports, this warship sports glazed 
windows. Her hind figurehead, too, is unlikely in a ship 
launched as the Pelican. Significant inaccuracies also 
marred her sailing abilities. She was designed to be carried 
from England to San Francisco aboard a freighter, but in 
mid-construction it was decided to sail her instead. Before 
her sea trials, stability tests showed that her insufficient 
displacement and ballast would likely cause her to capsize, 
so ballast was increased from 40 to 114 tons, deepening her 
draft by three feet, and  styrofoam-encasing blisters were 
added at the waterline. Faults aside, she has weathered two 
voyages around the world.

This model  
typifies the best 
early twentieth 
century attempts.  
G.S. Laird Lowes of 
London’s Science 
Museum designed 
it  
in the 1940s; it 
is displayed at 
Drake’s mansion, 
Buckland Abbey.  

Gordon Grant’s reconstruction 
is marred by–among other 
things–a stern gallery, which 
appears in no contemporary 
image of the ship.

From Henry B. Culver’s Forty  
Famous Ships, 1936.

This model appeared  
in a 1950s magazine.

Not-So-Golden Hinds

T wentieth-century English and American researchers spent 
a great deal of effort reconstructing the appearance of 
Drake’s Golden Hind, the privateer which made the sec-

ond circumnavigation of the earth between 1577 and 1580. Since 
the late 1930s, even more ink has been poured into an argu-
ment over the precise location on North America’s West Coast 
where Drake claimed Nova Albion for his queen. It seems that 
the Golden Hind is more than just a ship: for many on the West 
Coast, she is a link with a heroic English past, one which is hard 
to come by in a region whose colonists spoke the language of 
Drake’s enemies. 

The reconstructions on this page,  
we believe, are eclipsed by the  
drawings on the following pages.
—the editor

Would 
Drake have 
laughed or 
cried at the 
sight of this 
“replica” at 
Brixham, 
England?
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Raymond Aker

The drawings on this page are among the earliest 
views of Drake’s ship. Above, boats tow the ship in the 
Moluccas, from a 1587 map. At left, a 1589 image shows 
her aground in the Celebes as her crew heaves cargo 
overboard to lighten her, at a place the author identifies 
as Vesuvius Reef. She appears to have had open bulwarks, 
permitting boarding seas to drain off quickly.

The author’s background painting depicts Drake’s Bay, 
California, with details partly based on a 1589 map and 
shifting sandbars in the centuries since. While some 
argue over where he landed, the author believes that the 
evidence points strongly to this site.

Courtesy of the Yale Center for British Art, and the British Library

“From time to time drawings, models, and replicas of 
the GOLDEN HIND have been produced, all of necessity 
based on imagination and uncertain data,” wrote a 
leading authority on the subject, in 1945.

1

  This was the 
situation fifty years ago when I began the drawings on 
the following pages, which have never been published.. 
Since then, enough information has come to light about 
Drake’s privateer warship, which the Spanish called a 
galleon, along with data about similar ships of the era, to 
piece together a plausible reconstruction that Sir Francis 
himself might recognize.

Reconstructing  
  Drake’s 
Golden Hind:    A Fifty-Year Quest
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Raymond Aker lives in Palo Alto, California. 
His drawings of the Spanish packet San Carlos 
appeared in our Winter, 2000 issue.

The privateer the Spanish feared as 
“The Dragon” poses before his coat of 
arms—surmounted by Golden Hind 
perched atop the globe, guided by the 
cord of Divine Aid. This engraving was 
made posthumously, in 1626.

There is little contemporary information 
on the ship. Besides the images at left and a 
few others, she is engraved on a coconut shell 
which Drake brought home as a souvenir.  
The World Encompassed, published by 
Drake’s nephew in 1628, mentions only that 
she was a hundred ton vessel, complete with 
a cook room and rich furniture. Of the ship’s 
appearance, the book reports only that Drake 
“made provision for ornament and delight 
and divers shows of all sorts of curious 
workmanship, whereby the civility and 
magnificence of his country, whithersoever 
he should come, be the more admired.”

2

  The 
nearest thing to a dimension appears in conjunction with the grounding of 
the ship on an Indonesian reef, when thirteen feet of water were required 
to refloat her. English documents give her her tonnage variously as 100, 
120 and 150 tons, while Spanish accounts vary widely between 180 and 400 
tons.

3

 
A document discovered and published in 1941 provided important clues 

to the ship’s size, and added a new source of confusion. “An Estymate for 
the Dockinge, and inclosinge of Sr ffrauncis Draikes shipp, with a Brick 
waule etc.” gave specifications for a memorial to house the ship, a project 
which was evidently never carried out. A 15-foot-high brick wall 180 feet in 
circuit and 24 feet wide inside was to be built, covered by a tiled roof.

4
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Historians naturally assumed that these specifications were for a building, 
and reasoned that a rectangular structure with four walls  
to these dimensions would be too small. Leaving one end open, seventy-
eight-foot walls on each side would permit a ship of about one hundred 
tons to be a bare sixty-seven feet from stem to sternpost, with a forty-seven-
foot keel, a beam of nineteen feet, and a draft of little more than nine feet.

5

  
These became essentially the accepted dimensions, but problems bedeviled 
the interpretation of this document: how could walls only fifteen feet high 
support a roof over her, even if she was only displayed from the waterline 
up? And even with the much too narrow-seeming beam, there would 
be little space for visitors to squeeze between the ship and the walls, as 
specified in the document.

I n 1954 I began a large cutaway diorama of the Golden Hind as part of 
an exhibit to commemorate the 375th anniversary of Drake’s landing 
in California. As I worked, the accepted length of the ship based 

on these dimensions began to seem uncomfortably short.  A seemingly 
minor revelation helped me better determine her original size: instead 
of the specified walls being for a building, they must have been for a dry 
dock, surrounding the ship with walls 180 feet in circuit. With her deepest 
draft known to be thirteen feet, and two-foot keel blocks aft, the vessel’s 
waterline would come to the top of a fifteen-foot-high brick wall, and thus 
she would be displayed from the waterline up. But what of the specified 
space to walk around the ship? In a dry dock with vertical walls, the narrow 
floors of ships of the era would have allowed ample space to walk around 
the bottom of the ship, even if her breadth at the waterline was nearly the 
width of the dock. The question of the roof remained a problem until I saw 
a seventeenth century French print showing a galley ashore in a storage 

Rare early ship plans like the 
example at right by shipwright 
Matthew Baker aided the recon-
struction.  He thought that the 
ideal hull should have a “cod’s head 
and mackerel’s tail,” sharply taper-
ing aft. 

_._._ ,....,,.._w. Q ODM 



dock: above her stood a roof supported by vertical posts.
The dimensions of the dock led me to draw up plans for a ship of 

120 tons, the figure given by John Drake, the captain’s young cousin, 
and seconded by Edward Cliffe, who was aboard the Elizabeth.  In 1981, 
however, Drake’s application for a letter of marque came to light. In it, he 
states that he had the Pellycan of Plymouth built at his own expense, and 
that the burden of this ship, later renamed the Golden Hind, was 150 tons.

6

 
Armed now with the correct tonnage, dimensions became clearer: she 
was approximately eighty feet between stem and sternpost, with a breadth 
inside her planks of as much as twenty-three feet, and a keel about two-
and-one-half times as long as her breadth.

My efforts to flesh out the hull form using Elizabethan methods yielded 
results so similar to a six-section hull design by Mathew Baker  
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These previously unpublished drawings are probably the most thorough 
“plausible reconstruction” of the ship  ever attempted. The earliest of these 
was begun in 1955; the latest details were added this year.
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Small arms ports with carved 
arches and pilasters follow 
examples drawn by Matthew 
Baker, but the details are from 
carvings on a chair made from 
the ship’s timbers, which the 
author believes may echo 
features on the ship herself. 
She also probably mounted 
18 cannons like these.

that I decided to create the lines of the reconstruction by scaling his 
drawing to the length and breadth of the the dimensions I had arrived at. 
In effect, the reconstruction is Mathew Baker’s design for an all-purpose 
ship, with the hull corresponding to his ideal shape of a cod’s head and 
mackerel tail. Golden Hind’s actual lines may have differed somewhat, but 
not by much.

7

W hile the “inclosinge” of Golden Hind was never undertaken, 
what happened to the ship when Drake returned from his epic 
voyage? In order to create a fit stage for Queen Elizabeth to 

knight the privateer she nicknamed “My Pyrate,” the galleon was hauled 
into a small creek near the Royal Dockyard in Deptford, and walled in 
with earth. Once the Queen had gone, the world’s first ship preserved as 
a memorial gradually went to ruin. In 1618, the secretary to the Venetian 
ambassador noted in his diary that “We likewise passed along the banks of 
the Thames in sight of some relics of the ship of the famous Captain Drake, 
which looked exactly like the bleached ribs and bare skull of a dead horse.” 
Wood from her timbers was carved into a chair, now at the Bodleian 
Library in Oxford, and made into a table for the Inner Temple in London. 
Though the ship’s remnants were finally broken up by 1662, an intriguing 
possibility remains: future archaeologists digging in the earth at Deptford 
may someday uncover the remains of the hull of one of the most famous 
ships of all time.

A 17th century Dutch map 
shows “Captain Drackes 
Schip” high and dry, a for-
lorn sight near London.
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Golden Hind sails 
again, in a model built 
from these plans by 
Bill Brown.

In Pirates! In Story  
& History; photo 
by John Wright
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She is staunch when sailing 
with the wind astern if it 
is not very strong, but in a 
sea which makes her labor, 
she ships a good deal of 
water, whether sailing with 
the wind astern or with the 
wind abeam.
      —Portuguese captive Nuño da Silva
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O n November 19, 1818, two mysterious ships 
were sighted from near the Presidio of San 
Francisco, the fort which guarded northern 

Alta California for Spain. They quickly slipped away, 
but would return. When they finally sailed away for 
good, they left smoking ruins  
behind them.

     As Spain’s American colonies exploded in revolt,  
beginning in Mexico in 1810, the shipment of supplies 
to California dwindled  to a trickle.  Some Peruvian 
and Panamanian vessels, such as the San Antonio, 
Hermosa Mexicana and Cazadora managed to slip 
through, but by 1816, the Peruvian coast was tightly 
blockaded by the insurgents.  More bad news arrived 

in Monterey that June, where Lieutenant Pablo Vicente de Solá, governor 
of the undermanned province of California, received word from Mazatlán 
that several privateers had been sighted along the Mexican coast and might 
attempt to sail north.1 

The alarmed Governor had also heard from neutral vessels that the 
whole Pacific coast of Mexico was under observation by the insurgents.  All 
along the coast, rumors flew of frigates sailing in front of San Blas, mystery 
ships anchored off Acapulco, a ship blockading Tecapam, and full-rigged 
ships off Ventanas; one lookout in Tonatlán reported a phantom fleet of 
seven ships.2 

T he man who turned the Governor’s nightmares into reality was a 
French privateer carrying a patente de corso, or letter of marque, 
from the Provinicias Unidas de La Plata, present-day Argentina.  

The document authorized Hipólito Bouchard, a private individual, to 
attack Spanish shipping wherever he found it and divide the spoils 
with the insurgent government in Buenos Aires, a task he undertook 

Hipólito Bouchard:  
Pirate or 
Patriot? 

Carlos López

A portrait of Bouchard, uniformed as an 
Argentinean Navy captain—a rank he 
never attained, though he was briefly a 
captain in Peru’s navy. There is a great 
deal of misinformation about this elu-
sive and interesting character.

Museo Histórico Nacional, Buenos Aires
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with characteristic vigor. By all accounts, Bouchard was a difficult man, 
unfriendly, quarrelsome and extravagant, and capable of duplicity  
and even forgery when it suited him.  But he had enormous personal 
courage, and as a leader made quick decisions and carried them  
out fully.3 

Recent research affirms that André-Paul Bouchard was born in 1780 in 
Toulon in Southern France. Enlisting as a nine-year old boy in the French 
Navy on the cusp of the French Revolution, he apparently served aboard 
Le Genereaux at Aboukir Bay. Captured and repatriated, he re-enlisted 
and served in the Caribbean. After returning to France he emigrated to the 
United States where, by 1809, he resided in the major privateering port of 
Baltimore.4 The date he arrived in Argentina is unknown, as is the reason 
the young expatriate soon changed his name to Hypolite, the name of his 
younger brother.

Like many other Europeans and North Americans, Bouchard sought 
glory, fame, fortune and employment in the protracted Wars of American 
Independence against Spain.5  He was evidently a skillful self-promoter, 
for this ordinary seaman obtained command of a schooner in a small 
Argentinean squadron, the first to operate on the Paraná River. They  
were disastrously defeated at San Nicolás, however, and Bouchard ‘s 
schooner, the 25 de Mayo, was captured by Royalist forces.  The new captain 
and a few surviving sailors made their way by land to Buenos Aires, where 
Bouchard was court-martialed for failing to assist his captured commodore, 
and even of firing on his own crew. Absolved, he commanded launches 
armed with cannon in the defense of Buenos Aires against Michelena’s 
Royalist squadron. Evidently unable to persuade the authorities to entrust 
him with another ship, he turned soldier, and joined General José de 
San Martín’s Grenadiers Regiment.  He fought with such courage at San 
Lorenzo that he was awarded Argentinean citizenship on April 29, 1813 and 
promoted lieutenant. This, however, is the final entry in Bocuhard’s record 
as a grenadier; he left the army for reasons never fully explained.

Bouchard apparently served 
as a seaman at Aboukir Bay in 
1798, where Nelson crushed 
Napoleon’s ambitions in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.

Carlos López teaches at Menlo College, 
California, and is the author of eight books 
in Spanish and English; his Spanish-language 
biography of Lord Cochrane is in press. We 
were pleased to publish his article “When the 
Chileans Invaded Baja California” in our Fall 
1999, issue.
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T he unemployed lieutenant, now married and expecting his first 
child, managed to convince several investors to purchase a ship 
and a letter of marque for him. He joined other privateers in a 

small squadron under William Brown, an Irishman who had successfully 
commanded an Argentinian squadron on the River Plate. Brown’s plan 
was to round the Horn and attack Spanish shipping along South America’s 
Pacific coast. This unexpected move caught the Royalists by surprise, and 
Brown’s squadron successfully raided the commerce of the Viceroyalty of 
Lima from Chile to Ecuador.  The campaign nearly ended catastrophically 
at Guayaquil, however, when the commodore’s ship ran aground and he 
and his men narrowly escaped death. Brown managed to negotiate his own 
release by exchanging himself with Royalist prisoners on Bouchard’s ship. 
Reduced to two ships, the squadron sailed to the Galapagos Islands, where 
the captains quarreled over the distribution of prizes, the responsibilities 
for their failure at Guayaquil, the loss of ships and other matters. Brown 
agreed to give Bouchard the captured 677-ton frigate Consecuencia, and 
Bouchard returned alone around the Horn to Buenos Aires.6

Back in the Argentine capital, he formed a partnership with Dr. Vicente 
Echeverría, who invested the money to fit out the Consecuencia for a 
privateering voyage without parallel in the Wars of Independence. Renamed 
the Argentina, she sailed from Buenos Aires for the Indian Ocean on a 
marauding cruise around the globe, carrying a heavily-armed multinational 
crew. 

In Indonesia, the privateer claims to have repelled a pirate attack: “After 
an hour and a half of firing and clashing of weapons, the captain of the 
proa, seeing that all his efforts failed, stabbed himself twice and jumped 
overboard. Five others followed suit and the rest surrendered a little after. 7 
According to Bouchard, twenty-four younger prisoners were made part of 
his own crew; tying up the rest, his men placed them back in their own 
craft and sank it with cannon fire. 

He also claims to have blockaded Manila for five months.  There he 
tells us that he faced the galleons San Fernando and Rosel and a Spanish 
naval frigate.  “I expected an attack, the enemy finding themselves with 

such superior forces. I took my precautions but was not afraid. The 
Argentinians had resolved to do or die, in spite of the few 

people we had left.”  His only worthwhile capture off 
the Philippines, however, was a small merchant brig 

that cost him fifteen dead, including his second-in-
command Lieutenant Somers. Worse, the brig and 
its prize crew of eight sailors and an officer then 
disappeared. After enduring Pacific storms, sickness 
and scarcity of foodstuffs, the Argentina’s marine 
ensign joyously reported sighting the island of “San 
Duche”—the Sandwich Islands—on August 17, 1818.  

T he cruise thus far had brought little in the way 
of glory or prizes.  Bouchard had not captured 
a single large prize and had little booty to 

show, though he claimed to have taken sixteen 
merchant ships loaded with colonial products; these 
were probably small Filipino praus engaged in inter-
island transport.

The American-built 34-gun Argentina 
in Hawaii in 1818.  

Drawing by Gregory Irons, courtesy of 
Bellerophon Books
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Eight years after 
Bouchard’s visit, 
California’s capital of 
Monterey remained a 
primitive outpost.

Upon reaching Hawaii he learned at last of a potential Spanish prize 
anchored at Kealakekua. It turned out not to be a Spanish vessel at all, 
however, but another privateer from Buenos Aires, the corvette Santa Rosa 
de Chacabuco. The Chacabuco’s crew had mutinied off the Chilean coast, 
marooned the officers, and turned pirate. The meeting proved fortunate for 
Bouchard, however, for the mutineers’ hold was laden with bullion. Also 
fortunately, the Chacabuco’s Hawaiian hosts, more familiar with silver, did 
not value gold particularly highly.8 

Bouchard immediately forged documents that authorized him to 
confiscate Chacabuco and any other rebellious Argentinian ships, an 
arrangement Hawaii’s King Kamehameha conditionally accepted. In his 
diplomatic efforts, Bouchard presented his own epaulets, a sword, and even 
a commission as Lieutenant Colonel in the Argentinian Army to the King, 
though he had no authority to do so.9

The privateer’s effort to capture, judge and punish the pirates were 
likewise conducted without authority. Peter Corney, an English adventurer 
Bouchard recruited in Hawaii to captain the Chacabuco, watched as the 
mutiny’s leaders were shot and others lashed, “which tore their backs in a 
shocking manner.” 10 The pardoned mutineers joined a truly international 
complement of sixty aboard the corvette, including thirty Native Hawaiians, 
Americans, Spaniards, Portuguese, Creoles, blacks, Filipinos, Malays and a 
few Englishmen. 

A new dilemma confronted Bouchard, however, for his letter of marque 
was about to expire, leaving him legally no less a pirate than the men he 
had executed. While he later argued unconvincingly that the expiration date 
was automatically extended because his weeks spent capturing and refitting 
the Chacabuco did not count, Bouchard was technically a pirate before 
he sighted the California coast, albeit one flying the sky-blue and white 
Argentinian flag.11

H e made no secret that he planned to sail for California, sack 
Spanish properties there and spread the cause of independence. 
The captain of the American brig Clarion carried the news from 

Oahu to Santa Barbara, where he alerted Presidio Commandant José de la 
Guerra.12 De la Guerra hurriedly dispatched a mounted messenger to Solá, 
and sent warnings to the missions. 

Solá had heard such rumors before, but this one was sufficient to 
provoke elaborate precautionary measures: he ordered missionaries 
to obey all orders from presidio commandants, and valuables from the 
missions, such as sacred vessels, were packed for shipment inland. 
Ammunition and supplies were to be gathered where presidio garrisons 
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could regroup. Women and children were to stand ready to leave the 
presidios at the first sign of attack, while cattle and horses would be 
herded inland.  At twenty-five spots along the coast, pairs of Indian men 
from the missions were ordered to be posted with horses, ready to carry 
news of any sighting.13 

When an uneventful month went by after the Clarion’s call, however, 
civilians returned to coastal settlements and emergency measures were 
relaxed. But the governor’s continued vigilance proved justified on 
November 20, 1818, when the two warships were sighted from Santa 
Cruz.14 That evening, the lookout at Punta Pinos gave the alarm: the ships 
were approaching Monterey. Despite the governor’s preparations, he 
could muster only forty men in the capital’s defense: twenty-five soldiers 
of the presidio garrison, four regular artillerymen and eleven militiamen. 

The adobe presidio was useless for defense; better was the battery 
of cannons behind a low V-shaped wall on a hill overlooking the beach, 
grandly termed the “castillo.” For the emergency at hand, the Governor 
also moved six small field guns to the beach, siting them himself for 
maximum effect.15 That task accomplished, Solá ordered women and 
children inland to the Rancho del Rey, the area near present-day Salinas 
where most of the presidio’s livestock grazed. With nightfall approaching, 
the Chacabuco anchored near the beach while the larger ship kept further 
to seaward. Bouchard planned to take the castillo by surprise by landing 

Badly mauled by Monterey’s guns, the 
300-ton, American built Santa Rosa 
de Chacabuco could bring few of her 
eighteen 12- and 18-pounder cannon 
to bear.

Drawing by Gregory Irons, courtesy of 
Bellerophon Books
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nearby, and he sent the Chacabuco for her shallower draft, and because 
Corney knew Monterey Bay from an 1815 visit and could better choose a 
landing place. Corney, however, did not know of the cannons placed on 
the beach to receive him.16

Unbeknownst to the Californios on shore, the lack of wind that night 
endangered the flagship and forced Bouchard to lower boats and have her 
towed further offshore. Following this maneuver, the boats carried two 
hundred men, armed with muskets and pikes, over to the Chacabuco. 
From her decks they were to land and take the fort in the morning.17

D uring the rainy night, the Californios tried to communicate 
with the ships through a speaking trumpet, to no avail. At dawn, 
instead of sending a boat as the watchers ashore anticipated, 

the Chacabuco opened fire. The Californios returned fire with their six 
cannons at close range for two hours. Solá reported that his artillery “kept 
up an effective and constant fire, making much damage to the frigate, 
assisted by the presidio soldiers who ran up to the battery with unshakable 
serenity, in spite of the many bullets that were falling.” 18

Corney realized the gravity of his position: Chacabuco was aground 
and unable to effectively return the unexpected fire from shore. 
He ordered his men into the boats on the seaward side and, to the 
Californians surprise, lowered his flag.  Not surprisingly, Corney’s account 
omits this detail, but other witnesses confirm it, including Bouchard, 
frustrated that “after seventeen shots from the fortress I suffered the pain 
of seeing the flag of my country lowered.” 19 It was not the shots from the 
castillo, however, which were battering Corney; Bouchard probably could 
not see, with the Chacabuco obstructing his view, the thick fire pouring 
from the beach.

Seeing the flag struck, the jubilant artillerymen demanded that the 
captain land, but were disappointed to hear that he had left in one of the 
boats. A man who landed under a flag of truce was arrested and jailed 
at the governor’s orders, while a second messenger brought a written 
request from La Argentina. Accounts of this exchange conflict: Bouchard 
claimed that he requested only to be allowed to move the Chacabuco 
without interference; Solá claimed that the message demanded the 
province’s surrender to the insurgents. The supposed contents of the 
responses they received also differ: Bouchard claimed that he was asked 
to pay a high ransom to free his stranded ship, while Solá ostensibly 
proclaimed that he would defend California in the name of the King as 
long as there was one person alive, and that he would spill his last drop of 
blood in defense of his country.

T he next day the Chacabuco remained at anchor near the beach, 
under heavy rain. Most of the insurgent troops apparently still 
huddled aboard, tired, many wet, without food and with no boats 

to escape. Bouchard found the situation grave: “The boats returned from 
the corvette with little order, bringing at most, five men each. I had but 
forty men on board the frigate, including the captain and the last page. 
All the people in the corvette were under the enemy, but they had not 
been landed…it was a dangerous situation but I tried to keep a serene 
spirit.” Circumstances seemed to lean in the Californians favor: though 
outnumbered, they were well-led, determined to resist and sufficiently 
armed, and were anticipating reinforcements.  They had just forced the 
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Led by naked Hawaiians with pikes, 
Corney’s men stormed the castillo as 
the defenders mounted and fled.

Drawing by Gregory Irons, courtesy of 
Bellerophon Books

surrender of an enemy vessel and confined his superior numbers where 
they could do no harm. 

During the night, however, the wind rose and allowed the Argentina 
closer inshore. Under cover of darkness, boats rescued the bulk of the 
men from the Chacabuco. Those remaining aboard claimed they heard the 
dancing and singing of the Californios all night, celebrating their victory.

At eight the following morning, nine boats, four carrying cannons, 
rowed towards Punta Potreros, between Punta Pinos and the castillo. 
Solá sent cavalry under Ensign Estrada to intercept them, but the officer, 
seeing “four hundred armed men and four field pieces” ordered a retreat. 
Conflicting accounts share only exaggeration in common: the insurgents 
actually had fewer than half that number, while the landing force claimed 
to have scared away between three and four hundred mounted lancers, 
rather than the twenty-five present.20  

At the same time, the Chacabuco opened fire upon the beach. The 
artillerymen were ordered to spike their guns, burn the powder and retreat 
towards the presidio, from which a few shots were fired. Solá ordered a 
retreat inland. Dragging a twelve-pounder field gun, two boxes of powder, 
six thousand rifle cartridges and all the documents in the archives, Solá’s 
men began a hurried march towards the Rancho del Rey. Bouchard’s 
troops entered the capital behind their chief, followed by a standard bearer 
and accompanied by fife and drum. 

B ouchard claimed he fought alongside his men to conquer the 
presidio. “They put up a strong resistance and therefore, with 
blood and fire we finally managed to force the surrender of the 

whole town and to liberate the prisoners,” an astonishing feat for one 
entering an empty town.21  As a Californio recalled, “Bouchard’s troops 
marched unchallenged into the presidio which had been abandoned.” 22 
One man was captured, a Californian named Molina who, left behind, 
had stumbled into town in an alcoholic daze. As the Argentinean flag flew 
above the presidio, in Corney’s words, “all the sailors were employed in 
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searching the houses for money, 
and breaking and ruining every 
thing.”  A few silver bars were 
found, and two of the castillo’s 
guns taken, but almost nothing 
of value had been left behind. At 
Bouchard’s orders the presidio 
went up in flames. Gardens and 
orchards were destroyed, and 
the livestock the residents left 
behind slaughtered, doubtless 
alienating those whom Bouchard 
had hoped to inspire with the 
insurgents’ cause.Solá received 
reinforcements but dared 
not attack, limiting himself to 
observing the privateers from a 
distance.  On November 26, the 

relieved governor watched the Argentina and the repaired Chacabuco sail 
southwards, leaving behind smoking ruins and two prisoners.23

     Alarm at where they would strike next, along with hurried 
preparations for resistance, spread through the isolated Franciscan 
missions. Even as Father Señán of San Buenaventura railed at the 
insurgents who had forced him to abandon his church as “heretics, 
schismatics, excommunicated, idol worshipers and moors,” he sent ten 
armed vaqueros north and promised that a company of Indian archers 
would leave the next day to reinforce Santa Barbara; Indian auxiliary forces 
were mustered and trained at several of the missions.24 

Others took advantage of the confusion. When unruly inhabitants of 
the pueblo of Branciforte, near Mission Santa Cruz persuaded the Fathers 
that they had come to help pack the church’s belongings, they robbed it 
instead. 

The ships next anchored north of Santa Barbara, at Refugio, sacking 
and burning the isolated property of the Ortega family.25 As at Monterey, 
the men turned to vandalism: decapitating three stallions. Next day, they 
re-embarked hastily when troops from Santa Barbara appeared nearby. A 
party of raiders was ambushed and the Californios lassoed three men and 
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Mission Santa Barbara 
overlooks the beach where 
some of the more farcical 
events of Bouchard’s raid 
occurred.
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Lieutenant Taylor, who claimed to be from Boston.26

On December 6, the ships anchored in Santa Barbara, where they were 
not expected due to the open and shallow bay, unsafe during the winter. 
A messenger sent ashore could find nobody to deliver his message to, and 
finally left, leaving a letter pinned to a stick planted on the beach. In it, 
Bouchard requested an exchange of prisoners and promised to stay away 
from the coast if his conditions were met.27 Commandant José de la Guerra 
stalled for time and answered that he needed the governor’s permission. 
Meanwhile, he tried an old trick, ordering his men to march in and out of 
the pirates’ view, making his force appear larger than it was. Finally, the 
exchange took place, and Bouchard’s lone prisoner, the alcoholic Molina, 
was left behind, along with four men who either deserted or were too drunk 
to return to their ships. 

Ignoring his promise to leave the coast, Bouchard anchored off San Juan 
Capistrano on December 14.  He sent a message inland to the mission, 
stipulating that “if they gave us an immediate supply of provisions, we would 
spare their town.” The missionary in charge answered insolently, in Corney’s 
words: “we might land if we pleased and they would give us an immediate 
supply of powder and shot.” Bouchard, “very much incensed at this answer,” 
decided after consulting with his officers to send Corney with 140 men and 
two guns. A cavalry party watched the raiders from the distance, feinted an 
attack, and retired at full gallop. Corney occupied the mission and adjacent 
buildings and after breakfast allowed his men to sack them: 

We found the town well stocked with everything but money and destroyed much 

wine and spirits and all the public property; set fire to the king’s stores, barracks 

and governor’s house, and about two o’clock we marched back, though not in 

the order we went, many of the men being intoxicated, and some were so much 

so, that we had to lash them on the field-pieces and drag them to the beach, 

where, about six o’clock, we arrived with the loss of six men.28

Three had been killed and three deserted, and twenty of his men were 
flogged for drunkenness the next day.

Peter Corney found 
San Juan Capistrano 
“a most beautiful 
town and mission” 
before he burned it.
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Bouchard’s twenty-five days in California produced little booty, cost 
him several men, and one of his ships had barely escaped destruction. 
No desires of independence took root among the populace, and not until 
after the insurgent victory in Mexico three years later was the Spanish flag 
peacefully lowered over California.

The privateers landed on Cedros Island where they exchanged food and 
supplies with sea otter hunters, hunted deer, and feasted on the hearts 
and tongues of elephant seals and sea lions. Five men deserted with a 
whaleboat. After caturing a merchant brig on Christmas Eve, they landed on 
the Tres Marías Islands, where the Hawaiians discovered a taro-like plant 
from which they tried to make poi; instead, twelve died painful deaths from 
poisoning.

On their voyage south they offered no real threat to the Mexican coast, 
although they did land parties that communicated with local insurgents.29 
Three bizarre actions were fought against other privateers, evidently due to 
the confusion occasioned by the common privateer practice of deceptively 
flying enemy or neutral flags.  The first was fought at dusk against the 
Chilean Insurgent brig Chileno off San Blas, and the second with the 
Royalist corvette Fidelidad. A Royalist prisoner aboard El Chileno described 
the former encounter: 

…several actions took place during the month and days in which we were 
prisoners. The first was with a large and a small frigate that initially raised the 
Spanish flag and, after the Insurgent from Buenos Aires fired, despite the fact 
that the Chileans raised their flag, this signal did not prevent them from fighting 
all night...30

 

Bouchard sailed on to Sonsonate, El Salvador, where he captured four 
small vessels, including the schooner María Sofía—the neutral property of 
an Englishman. Another encounter with the brig Chileno, in full daylight, 
resulted in a prolonged exchange of fire because Bouchard, aboard the 
Chacabuco, was again flying a Spanish flag. Three men were killed and 
three severely wounded before he exchanged flags and the Chileno 
suspended her fire. The Chacabuco sustained considerable damage that 
had to be repaired in Sonsonate before they could resume sailing south; 
the Captain fumed, “I would have taken the proper revenge, but I had no 
force to do so.” 31

Bouchard received no hero’s welcome in South America. Arriving in 
Valparaíso low on provisions and water, and having lost about forty men on 
the voyage, he was arrested by Lord Cochrane, commander of the Chilean 
Navy. Court-martialed for the second time in his career, he was charged 
with piracy and with attacking and capturing neutral and allied ships, and 
heard crewmen testify about his inhumane treatment of prisoners and 
other violations. Bouchard’s arrest by Cochrane actually saved him from 
hanging, for the British commodore at Valparaíso intended to send him 
in chains to London to be tried as a pirate, but Cochrane refused to hand 
him over. Thanks to political connections—his former superiors in the 
Grenadiers Regiment were now Chile’s victorious liberators—he went 
free.32

In June, 1822, Bouchard was sued by his financial backer Echeverría, 
who claimed to have not yet received any share of the profits. Nothing 
came of the extended trial, and Bouchard was soon in command of his 
ship again. The Argentina, no longer a privateer (her expired license 

The extraordinary Lord Cochrane, 
expatriate Scottish commander of the 
Chilean Navy.

Sea otter hunters in their baidarkas 
assisted the privateers at Cedros Island, 
Baja California.

Drawing by Gregory Irons, courtesy of 
Bellerophon Books



Where the pirate ships which the 
Californios called the fragata negra 
and the fragata chica would strike 
next, no one knew.

Drawing by Gregory Irons, courtesy of 
Bellerophon Books

M a i n s ’ l  H a u l  F a l l  2 0 0 0

32

could not be renewed), regained her old name of Consecuencia and served 
as a transport in the Liberating Expedition which finally broke Spain’s 
hold on Perú. General San Martín rewarded his former subordinate with a 
commission in the new Peruvian Navy and command of the frigate Prueba, 
but Bouchard evidently did not like naval life. Resigning his commission, he 
was rewarded with a Peruvian estate; he never returned to Buenos Aires and 
his wife and child. 

Death claimed the fifty-seven year-old Bouchard with something of 
the same suddenness that marked the privateer’s descent upon California 
nineteen years before. His death certificate states that “Captain Hipólito 
Bouchard was buried, after he was killed the night before last by his own 
slaves, suddenly.” 33
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1     �Further news stressed the dangers posed by privateers blockading Callao and Guayaquil. Hubert 
Howe Bancroft, History of California Vol. 2 (San Francisco: the History Company, 1886), 211. 
Californios whose memoirs Bancroft collected believed that the privateers had licenses issued 
by San Martín.  Bancroft followed suit, but this was not the case; San Martín never issued licenses 
because he was never head of state in Chile or Argentina. 

2     �Legajo 33, Mexico 14, documentos anexos, Audiencia de Guadalajara, Archivo General de Indias, 
Sevilla. The unreliable Juan Alvarado memoir in the Bancroft Library states that in 1817, a ship 
anchored in Monterey, whose captain, later suspected to have been Bouchard, claimed to lead  a 
scientific expedition. His second in command, one Gómez, invited Commandant Estudillo and 
Solá aboard. Both refused, suspecting these “Englishmen” who drank and smoked freely and 
spoke Spanish too well, and the frigate sailed next day after firing a salute. Alvarado reports that 
a song, “La Remadora,” was composed to celebrate the suspicious visitor’s departure. Bancroft 
dismisses the episode as false. While it could not have been Bouchard, Chilean privateers 
under English captains were in the Pacific at that time, and a French author who sailed the Gulf 
of California wrote of hearing about a Mexican ship captured by an English privateer off San 
Francisco. Bancroft, History of California Vol. 2, 251; Cyprien Combier, Voyage au Golfe de 
Californie (Paris: A. Bertrand, 1864). 

3     �A scholarly, well-documented biography of Bouchard has yet to be written. See Héctor R. Ratto, 
Capitán de navío Hipólito Bouchard.(Buenos Aires, 1961); Manuel Chichero, El Corsario del 
Plata: Hipólito Bouchard y su viaje alrededor del mundo, (Buenos Aires: Sudamericana, 1999) 
and anonymous,  Hipolito Bouchard: marino al servicio de la independencia argentina y 
americana, (Buenos Aires, 1968). Bartolomé Mitre’s El Crucero de la Argentina (Rosario: Ed. 
Biblioteca, 1968) deserves to be classified as “historical fantasy,” according to preeminent Chilean 
historian F.A. Encina. There are at least four books of fiction about him.

4     �Patrick O’Dowd, “Pirates and Patriots,” La Campana: A Quarterly Publication of the Santa 
Barbara Trust for Historical Preservation (Winter 1997-98): 2-16.  While Mr. O’Dowd does not 
cite his sources for these facts about Bouchard’s early career, he attests to having undertaken 
significant research in French archives.  At present, scholars must eagerly await more formally 
documented research from Mr. O’Dowd and these promising new sources. 

5     �No books in English or Spanish are devoted to the naval campaigns of these wars, besides 
memoirs by participants and naval histories of Peru, Argentina, Chile and Brazil. Two works in 
English discuss Pacific campaigns: Donald Worcester, Sea Power and Chilean Independence 
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1962) and Carlos López, Chile: A Brief Naval History, 
(Valparaíso: Imprenta Armada, 1999).

6     �This expedition is well documented by Royalist and Insurgent sources. See Estudios Históricos 
Biográficos Críticos y Bibliográficos sobre la Independencia de Chile, Tomo IV (Santiago de 
Chile: Fondo Medina, 1995).

7     �Bouchard, “Diario de Navigacion,” Gobierno Nacional 1810-1828, Guerra, Campañas Navales, 
V-XXIV-11-6. AGN, Buenos Aires. Presented during his trial, this narrative is the only full account 
of the circumnavigation. Interrogation of the crew by the Governor of Valparaíso, Luis de la Cruz, 
proved its inaccuracy, and that it was primarily written after the dates given.

8     �Kamehameha would accept only silver bars in payment, forcing the pirates to barter with their 
gold at a rather reduced rate of exchange. Lewis W. Bealer, “Bouchard in the Islands of the 
Pacific,” Pacific Historical Review (Winter 1937): 337.

9     �Ratto, Capitán de Navío, 88. Historians, particularly Argentineans, have maintained that these 
actions constituted a treaty by which Hawaii became the first nation to recognize Argentina’s 
independence. The documents Bouchard gave the King were forgeries, however, and even 
the customarily self-promoting Bouchard does not mention a formal agreement but only the 
return of the sloop. He was merely a privateer and had no authority to sign treaties nor act as a 
commander of naval forces. The apparent source for this misinformation is Marine Ensign José 

~------------... ---- ---_;;:--___ 

·--------

--



M a i n s ’ l  H a u l  F a l l  2 0 0 0

33

María Piris:

We celebrated a Treaty of Union for peace, war and commerce, and the King was 
obliged to return to our government all the ships that would arrive in that coast, such 
as the Chacabuco and to give us men and assistance whenever we asked for our needs, 
recognizing thus our Independence. 

      �Piris, untitled manuscript, Armario 1, cajón 16, Archivo Mitre, Buenos Aires.
10   �Peter Corney, Early Voyages in the North Pacific, (Fairfield, Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 

1965), 121. He states that Chacabuco’s new complemt numbered 100.
11   �Argentinean and Chilean privateers operated under the Spanish Ordenanza del Corso, under 

which licenses were issued for a limited time, one year in Bouchard’s case. The law also 
stipulated that captured vessels be taken to the privateer’s home port to be condemned as 
prizes.

12   �Guerra, Doc. Hist. Cal. MS. III, 110. Bancroft, 223. Clarion’s American captain Henry Gyzelaar 
was a friend of de la Guerra’s, despite the fact that the Commandant had arrested him in 1816 
when his ship Lydia was caught smuggling at Refugio. O’Dowd, “Pirates and Patriots,” 11.  
Mitre, and later Ratto, claim that Clarion carried artillery and ammunition. See Ratto, Capitán 
de navío, 50.

13   �Solá, “Instrucción General a los Comandantes sobre lo que debe practicarse contra los 
Insurgentes,” 1818, Bancroft Library, Berkeley.

14   �The privateers had stopped en route to trade with Russians from whom they obtained eggs, oil 
and other supplies.

15   �The castillo stood on the site of the present Monterey presidio, while the battery was near 
where the old customs building stands today. The guns were initially commanded by Lt. 
Manuel Gómez; when he returned to the castillo to take command there, the artillerymen on 
the beach were led by Ensign José Jesús Vallejo, older brother of a future California governor. 
Vallejo’s actions are described in Juan Alvarado, “Recuerdos históricos y personales tocantes a 
la Alta California,” Bancroft Library, MSS. I, 182-241. 

16   �Argentinean authors stress that Corney anchored too close to the castillo, but actually, Corney 
did not anchor too close, but had simply not reckoned on Solá’s new battery. 

17   �The landing party was led by Lt. Sheppard, one of the ship’s officers; apparently because 
Bouchard distrusted marine commandant Piris he frequently put a naval officer in command of 
landing parties.

18   � Antonio María Osio, The History of Alta California, (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996), 46. Gómez allegedly ordered a cease-fire out of compassion for the sailors, but Solá, 
fearing an enemy trick, ordered continued firing. When the shore battery resumed firing, 
Gómez, furious at being disobeyed, ordered the castillo to fire on the battery!

19   �Bouchard, “Diario,” n.p.
20   �Extensive firsthand accounts describe the Monterey attack from both sides. See also   “Noticias 

de lo acaecido en este puerto de Monterey con dos fragatas pertenecientes a los rebeldes de 
Buenos Ayres, 1818,” MS XX, 70, and “Testimonio de dos prisioneros acerca de los Insurgentes 
de Bouchard, 1818,” MS XLIX, 70, both in the Provincial State Papers, California State Archives, 
Sacramento.

21   �Bouchard, “Diario,” n.p.
22   �Osio, History of Alta California, 46.
23   �Prisoner Joseph Chapman claimed to have been impressed in Hawaii and wanted to desert; 

others claim he was Corney’s second in command. He became a distinguished and useful 
California resident. 

24   �Father Señán to Father Baldomero López, January 2, 1819, Hacienda, Archivo General de la 
Nación, Mexico City. The raid caused at least one mission asistencia, or outlying chapel and 
farm, to be permanently abandoned: that of Santa Gertrudis, belonging to Señán’s mission. 
Missionaries’ war efforts are described in Bancroft, History of California Vol. 2, 236.

25   �The Ortega rancho was a known haven for smugglers.  It was suspected that the alcoholic 
Molina had provided the pirates with this information.

26   �Taylor probably joined the privateers in Hawaii. Bealer, “Bouchard,” 144.
27   �Bouchard claimed that he offered to pay for the supplies, but a note, probably in his own 

handwriting, demands the delivery of 20 sacks of potatoes, 10 sacks of wheat and 4 cows. “If 
this contribution is met, I will retreat without causing any damage...” Bancroft Library, Berkeley.

28   �Corney, Early Voyages, 161.
29   �Argentinean historians have claimed that they blockaded San Blas and Acapulco, or that he 

captured Acapulco, but no such events appear in Mexican sources. 
30   �Legajo 33, México 14, Documents 3 and 4, pp. 1-2, Audiencia de Guadalajara, AGI, Sevilla. With 

two exceptions, all Pacific privateers in these wars were Chilean.
31   �Bouchard, “Diary,” n.p.
32   �Bouchard gave Cochrane, San Martín and O’Higgins many headaches, for American and English 

representatives complained to Chile’s government during preparations for the crucial final 
expedition to Perú. The court martial is summarized in Teodoro Callet-Bois, El proceso de 
Bouchard (Buenos Aires, 1936).

33   �Death certificate, issued at the San Javier Hacienda, Perú, January 6, 1837. Former subordinate 
Peter Corney had died the previous year in England, cheated by Bouchard, he claimed, of his 
share of the plunder.

Born the son of a French inkeeper, 
Bouchard has risen to the status of 
national hero in Argentina.

Bust in Pirates! In Story & History; courtesy of 
the Government of Argentina; photo by John 
Wright 
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“A more villainous set of faces  
I never saw”

Encounters Between Captains’ Wives and Pacific Pirates, 1831-1883

Joan Druett

Malays like this Ilanun man were 
the most feared marauders in Asian 
seas by the mid-1800s. Whether he 
deserves to be labeled a pirate is an 
open question, for attacks on ships 
were often  sanctioned by local authori-
ties.  Baffled by European attitudes, the 
Sultan of Johor explained in the 1830s 
that “Piracy is our birthright, and so 
brings no disgrace.” 

 “The Malays are a piratical, bloodthirsty people: under the frenzying influ-
ence of opium they execute deeds of violence & of blood!” wrote Dr. John 
Wilson, surgeon of the London South Seas whaler Gipsy in May 1840, when 
the vessel was cruising off the northern shore of the island of Timor in the 
Flores Sea.  A little later he added, “upon the little shrub covered rock called 
Pulo-Batto or Batto rock, a merchant-captain lies buried who was slain in 
defending his vessel against an attack made by a set of Malay Pirates.”  Equally 
nervous was Dr. Robert Smith Owen of the South Seaman Warrens, writing in 
December 1837 while traversing the Celebes Sea, “here the Malay pirates are 
so plentiful we think it prudent therefore to prepare our guns &c. in case of a 
surprise.”1   

Such entries are common in the journals written by those who voyaged in 
the South China Sea.  Here, there is a long history of sea-raiding by the Malay 
peoples, whose native craft, the prau–a long, narrow vessel, usually with an 
outrigger, propelled by oars and a large triangular or quadrilateral lateen sail–
is naturally fast and admirably suited for piracy.  Indeed, in times of strife and 
privation, maritime looting has often been the only means of economic sur-
vival, and traditionally easy to get away with.  In a vast sea dotted with remote 
islands and bays, deserted except for the occasional prau, native pinisi schoo-
ner, Chinese junk, or lumbering South Seaman, apprehension was unlikely.  
Once the vessel they seized was set adrift or sunk, the pirates were indistin-
guishable from innocent fishermen.  

Accordingly, any fishing prau was an object of nervous suspicion, for the 
captains—and surgeons—of South Seamen were acutely aware that knives, 
pointed bamboo stakes, and the local curved short sword, or kris, were to be 
found on all such craft.  Captains’ wives were equally conscious of the hazards, 
for stories of pirate attack abounded, both at home and on voyage.  In August 
1831, having arrived at the island of Celebes (now Sulawesi), Eliza Underwood, 
wife of Captain Michael Underwood of the London whaler Kingsdown, was 
regaled with just such a sensational account.  Mr. Burns, a compradore (ship’s 
agent) had just come home to the Celebes port of Manado from Ambon, 
where he had been conducting a very satisfactory trade in muskets.  Because 
business had gone so well, he told Eliza, he had been carrying an unusual 
amount of cash: three thousand rupees (about $1500), and a large amount of 
gold as well.  In view of this, it is not surprising that his spirits plunged when 



M a i n s ’ l  H a u l  F a l l  2 0 0 0

35

A Malay prau
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he spied “seven Maggandanna prows” steering for his small and leaky old 
schooner.2  

According to Eliza’s retelling of his story, these “Maggandanna” pirates—
actually Ilanun, for they hailed from Illana Bay, Mindanao—had a particularly 
savage reputation, for “their custom is when they take prisoners to braise 
their knees and elbows every day by hard blows so as to keep them too stiff to 
make their escape till they can dispose of them.” The unfortunate compradore 
took the best evasive action he could think of, steering close to the nearest 
beach, hoping that the large pirate vessels with their deeper draft would not 
be able to follow.  However, the instant his schooner made shallow water, his 
entire crew jumped overboard and ran for their lives.  Aghast, Mr. Burns sat 
alone in his boat as they dashed to the shore and vanished into the jungle, 
“looking on them in utter despair.” 

The Ilanuns hove to within gunshot, and called out to him to surrender 
and deliver.  Instead, Mr. Burns gathered his wits, a cutlass, and “a great par-
cel” of rupees, and jumped overboard himself.  He made it to shore a few 
yards ahead of the pirates, demonstrating the stuff of which resourceful trad-
ers were made.  Dumping the coins from his bag at the edge of the trees, he 
sprinted off into the jungle in the wake of his crew—and “as he had hoped, 
they staid scrambling for the money,” allowing him to escape.  It was a des-
perate (and expensive) ploy, but it worked.  Mr. Burns had lost his money, 
his muskets, and his ship, but at least he came out of it with his hide intact.  It 
is easy to imagine Eliza Underwood clasping her hands to her breast in min-
gled sympathy and congratulation–and easy, too, to picture seafaring wives 
like Eliza relating similar stirring yarns to a breathless audience, once safely at 
home.  

T here were so many stories like these in contemporary periodicals 
that it is understandable that, when the bride of Captain Alonzo 
Follansbee boarded the Boston merchantman Logan for her honey-

moon voyage in May 1837, she felt disconcerted to find one wall of the cap-
tain’s cabin “lined with muskets, pistols, cutlasses and boarding pikes.” 3  The 
new Mrs. Follansbee was “horror-struck” when her husband lightly informed 
her that they were bound for the Straits of Sunda—the same notorious shoals 
where many men like Mr. Burns had endured encounters with Malay pirates.  
Accordingly, it must have been quite a moment when the man at the mast-
head of the Logan called out, “Pirate vessel in sight!” at dawn on April 22, 
1838.  The merchantman was becalmed, while the pirate prau had the distinct 
advantage of being propelled by oars.  “Our cannon, swivel guns and pistols 
were soon got in readiness,” Mrs. Follansbee recounted, “swords, cutlasses, 
boarding pikes and ammunition hustled on deck ready for them.” 

“There seemed little chance for us, as they were gaining on us every 
moment.”  By five in the afternoon the pirates were less than a mile away, and 
Mrs. Follansbee tried to comfort herself by recalling that she “had practiced 
loading and firing guns and pistols at targets all the way out.”  Her tightlipped 
husband informed her that her marksmanship “would be of little use,” how-
ever, for the crew of the Logan was vastly outnumbered.  Even more depress-
ingly, he went on to inform her that when she fell into the pirates’ hands, she 
could be sure that her fate “would be worse than death.”  But, by the grace of 
God, “a good breeze sprang up, and we were soon out of their reach.”4
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F ollansbee was by no means the only master to have that “fate worse 
than death” in mind.  In January 1851 the news reached Hobart that 
the Tasmanian whaler Flying Fox had run onto an uncharted reef off 

Sydenham Island in the Kingsmill Group (in modern Kiribati), and natives 
had swarmed onto the wreck, intent on plunder.  According to some 
accounts, the owner of the vessel, Captain Brown, was knocked on the 
head and his wife was carried off as a slave, to meet “a destiny worse than 
death.”  However, it seems that Mrs. Brown was spared by her husband’s 
quick thinking, for he dressed her in dungarees and passed her off as a 
man.5

C harlotte Babcock, marrried to the captain of the famous clipper 
Young America, experienced a dramatic and unusual encounter 
with Chinese pirates.  The episode commenced in late 1854 when 

she was on shore in Shanghai, where she had been left by her husband to 
get on with bearing her third daughter.  Everything went well, but then, 
when the baby was about a month old, Charlotte received instructions from 
Captain David Babcock to charter a steam tug, and travel with it to Ning-Po, 
some distance down the coast, where he was waiting with the ship.  

This was no small order, but Charlotte dutifully complied. Captain 
Dearborn, who was in command of the steamboat she hired, carried his 
wife and small child as well, which Charlotte found pleasant.  The quar-
ters, however, were cramped and hot, and Mrs. Dearborn was revoltingly 
seasick.  Then, when they arrived at Ning-Po, the Young America was 
nowhere to be seen.   As Charlotte found out later, her husband had sailed 
to Shanghai without the assistance of the tug when the wind unexpectedly 
improved.  In fact, the steamboat must have passed the Young America in 
the night. 6

The cavalier attitude of his fellow American must have annoyed Captain 
Dearborn greatly.  Not only had he missed out on his towage fee, but he 
was stuck with Babcock’s wife and screaming baby.  Glumly, he turned back 
for Shanghai, but was intercepted by a Chinese merchant vessel flying a flag 
of distress.  The Chinese captain spoke no English, and Dearborn did not 
speak or understand Chinese, but the river pilot he had just taken aboard 
acted as interpreter.  

Thus, Dearborn learned that the Chinese merchant had been robbed 
of a bag of gold by pirates, whose junk was still in sight.  The merchant 
offered a fat fee for retrieving the treasure, a bargain the steamboat master 
agreed to readily.  Without any more ado he chugged off in pursuit, order-
ing his cannon run out, and ignoring the nervous protests of his passenger.

One shot across the bows was enough to bring about the junk’s sur-
render, which tends to raise one’s suspicions about the story the Chinese 
merchant had spun.  Mrs. Babcock, however, felt no doubts at all.  “A more 
villainous set of faces I never saw,” she declared when she saw the twen-
ty-two “pirates” paraded on deck.  And it was such a pleasure to see the 
Chinese merchant’s delight!—“he laughed and jabbered, rubbed his hands, 
and said, ‘Hi yah!’ and when they recovered his bag of gold seemed unable 
to contain his joy.”

The rapture was short-lived.  When the merchant called out that it was 
to be thrown to him from the deck of the junk, “by some stupidity it was 
thrown short, and fell into the water.”  His plunge into despair, according 

As Captain Babcock sailed the clipper 
Young America to Shanghai, his wife 
experienced pirates firsthand.

Courtesy of the artist, Ron Druett
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to her story, was terrible to view, but meanwhile two of the junk’s crew had 
jumped overboard and drowned, rather to Captain Dearborn’s chagrin, as 
live pirates were worth a bounty.  Hastily, he steamed back to Ning-Po to 
hand over the remaining twenty—much to Charlotte’s annoyance, for she 
was anxious to get back to Shanghai.  However, within hours of arriving 
at Ning-Po the pirates had all been beheaded, and Dearborn was free to 
leave.   There had been no kind of trial, but Charlotte saw no harm in that, 
merely observing, “Chinese justice is summary, but they well deserved their 
fate.”  After all, as she had remarked a few weeks before, after viewing three 
chopped heads on poles, “there are such multitudes of them, a few killed 
here and there are seldom missed.” 7 Though this seems callous, it was a 
typical response from a woman of Charlotte Babcock’s time, social class, 
and background, when faced with the mass of Chinese humanity.    

E qually pragmatic was the wife of the master of the tea clipper Living 
Age, which sailed full-tilt onto a reef in the South China Sea on New 
Year’s Eve, 1855, and hung there, impaled and helpless.  In the 

midst of the panic, glimpsing what he took to be a large junk approaching, 
one of the men screamed, “The pirates are waiting for daylight to come 
aboard and murder us!”  Hysteria reigned—but then Mrs. Robert P. Holmes 
hove into sight on deck, dressed in “trousers turned up at the heels, a 
roundabout jacket … short hair and cap, and armed with a dirk.”   Her 
demeanor was perfectly matter-of-fact.  Embarrassed by her coolness, the 
crew made an effort to control themselves.8   

As day dawned, it became apparent that the “approaching” junk was 
another wreck, but when the ship’s company managed to make its way 
from the reef to the island, they found it littered with human skeletons, 
apparently mute evidence of recent pirate depredations.  Luckily, they 
remained unmolested until February 25, 1856, when rescue finally arrived.  
Throughout the emergency, Mrs. Holmes’s nerve did not fail her—but once 
she returned home, she flatly refused to go to sea again. 

O ne of the most arduous challenges was faced by Mrs. Brown, wife 
of the master of the English South Seaman Henrietta.9  On June 
7, 1860, when the ship was anchored off the seemingly tranquil 

Chinese pirates remained active over a 
century after Charlotte’s encounter, as 
this photo attests, taken aboard a pirate 
junk bearing down on its prey.

From I Sailed with Chinese Pirates, 1931, 
SDMM Library
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island of Isabella in the Coral Sea, Captain Brown sent a boat and six men 
to shore with orders to cut firewood.  Just one returned, swimming to the 
ship with the ghastly news that the woodcutting party had been ambushed, 
and the rest of the men slaughtered.  Within moments they were board-
ed by a rush of islanders, intent on seizing the ship.  Brown and his wife 
escaped to the cabin, “where they kept up a constant firing” until the 
pirates retreated to their canoes, but not before kidnapping “one of the 
children, a fine little boy about five years old.”  The Browns never saw the 
child again.10

E qually bloody was the unfortunate experience of Mrs. “Sunrise” 
Clarke, a remarkable woman who had sailed on every voyage since 
marrying Captain Robert K. “Sunrise” Clarke at the age  

of nineteen.11  Just before Christmas in 1885, she and their five-year-old 
daughter Carrie were with him on the big 1,647-ton windjammer  
Frank N. Thayer sailing from Manila for New York with a cargo of  
hemp and tar. 

It was an almost entirely new crew.  Cholera had broken out, and Clarke 
had been forced to leave most of his men ashore in the hospital.  Their 
replacements were local Malays, who became discontented soon after the 
New Year, on account of some rather summary medical care handed out by 
the captain to one of their number. The Malay seaman recovered, but nev-
ertheless he and his friends planned to take the ship.  Then, one dark night 
in January, they acted.  

F irst, they seized the quarterdeck, cutting the helmsman’s throat with a 
lance and tossing the body overboard.  When the captain came up on deck 
to find out why his ship had fallen off the wind, he was slashed across the 
ribs.  Mrs. Clarke, hearing shrieks, dashed up the companionway just in 
time to grab the assailant’s arm before he could thrust the lance again, and 
thus saved her husband’s life.  

“But by that time all hell was loose on the ship,” reminisced one of the 
survivors, Andy Harris, decades after the event.  Not only had he and the 
regular seamen retreated in disarray to the forecastle and the rigging, com-
pletely demoralized by the bloody slaughter of the first and second mates, 
but the cargo of tar and hemp had been set afire.  
Matters looked exceedingly grim, so much so that 
Clarke handed two loaded revolvers to his wife, 

Merchant captains had reason 
to be wary of even the most 
innocent-looking Malay praus.

Courtesy of the artist, Ron Druett



with the instructions to use them on herself and Carrie 
before falling into the hands of the pirates.  Like Alonzo 
Follansbee, he had “a fate worse than death” in mind.  
“By the grace of God I’ll do it!” Mrs. Clarke was heard 
to vow.12   

Instead, however, she held off the mutineers while 
the largest boat was hastily launched.  At last they 
pulled away, with the captain, his family, and the origi-
nal crewmen aboard, several of them injured.  “Sunrise” 
himself was so severely wounded that his left lung pro-
truded six inches through the hole the lance had cut 
in his chest.  His wife pushed the slippery organ back 
inside and bound the gash with strips of cloth, sew-
ing them tightly in place.  Clarke survived the ordeal, 
“but only because of his good wife’s constant care,” 
Harris claimed.  Mrs. Clarke otherwise devoted her 
attention to her little girl, Carrie, who had remained 
silent and still throughout the bloody mutiny, and was 
equally quiet during the two-hundred-mile escape to 
St. Helena in the open boat.  But then, in the words of 
the captain’s wife, “Carrie was a well behaved child the 
whole time.”  Indeed, both mother and daughter were 
remarkably stoic–-quite a contrast to Eliza Underwood, 
wife of the captain of the Kingsdown, when faced with 
a similar challenge back in the year 1831. 

J ust three weeks after listening to the nerve-wrack-
ing story told by Mr. Burns the compradore, 
the circumstances of his yarn must have come 

back to Eliza vividly, with all their ghastly implications.  
Matters could scarcely have been worse.  Her ship was 
stranded in a hostile bay, where the flames of fires lit 
by piratical Malays on shore leapt up into the night-
time sky.  Captain Underwood was bedridden with an 
attack of gout, completely incapable of taking charge of 
the quarterdeck.  Many of the men were crippled with 
scurvy.

Being in need of fresh fruit and vegetables, the 
Kingsdown had ventured too close to one of the Lesser 
Sunda Islands, which Eliza knew to be inhabited by  “a 
very savage tribe—said to be cannables,” and the ship 
had become becalmed in “a bay or bite as the sailors 
call it.” 13

 
...not long after that, I perceived that the ship had been 
going about.  I rushed up on deck, and to my great 
dismay found we were in an even worse situation than 
before.  The breeze is so light it only just enables us to 
stem the current, which means that, if a calm overtakes 
us, we shall certainly drift in shore among the savages. 
The night was made ghastly with my trembling fears.  I 
did not dread the pirates of Makassar nearly so much as 
the natives of this coast, for [these] are wild wretches 39
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who do not even spare their own race; they sacrifice life 
for the sheer joy of it, or to furnish their horrible meals.  
It is little wonder that a timid woman should dread the 
thought of falling into their hands.14

This, the entry for Saturday, September 24, 1831, 
is the last in Eliza’s journal.  She ends, “I hope I shall 
close my next book with a more pleasing reflection, 
surely I shall for the next will close in London, but 
yet I have much to dread.”  From this point on Mrs. 
Underwood vanishes from the historical record; it is 
impossible to tell whether she started another book 
—or even survived this nerve-wracking situation.  
However, if this “timid” woman indeed returned to 
London, her stories would have been guaranteed to 
chill the hearts of sister seafarers who were outward 
bound to the pirate-ridden shoals of the Pacific Ocean 
and the South China Sea. 
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O ne of the most fearsome pirate fleets ever to sail was commanded 
not by a Blackbeard or a Bartholemew Roberts, but by a Chinese 
woman.  That woman, Cheng I Sao (Ching Yih Sao), has captured 

the imaginations of Western authors more than any other Chinese pirate, 
perhaps because Western perceptions of seafaring as an exclusively male 
occupation created an inordinate interest in her life—an obsession that was 
not reflected in China’s own history and literature.1  During the 1920s and 
early 1930s, two writers, one an important historian and the other a popular 
non-fiction author, both wrote about her.  Philip Gosse’s now-classic 1932 
History of Piracy and Joseph Gollomb’s 1928 Pirates Old and New project-
ed onto this woman views of China as a mysterious, exotic, dangerous and 
alluring place, a fascination which colored and distorted their subsequent 
portrayals.2 The notion of a female pirate chieftain swayed not only popular 
non-fiction writers like Gollomb, but also to a lesser degree affected historians 
such as Gosse.  Their focus says a great deal more about Western fantasies 
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A fanciful depiction 
of Mrs. Cheng, from 
The Pirate’s Own 
Book, 1836
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    China’s Female Pirate Chieftain and Twentieth Century Authors
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and stereotypes of the day than it does about the actual 
pirate leader herself, a contrast revealed most clearly 
when one compares the elaborate imaginings of Gosse 
and Gollomb with the original source materials on which 
they based their work.2

C hinese piracy, though largely a male enterprise, 
did include women.  Cheng I Sao, literally, “wife 
of Cheng I,” became the leader of the Seven 

Flag Fleet, a confederation that arose in China during the 
aftermath of the Tay-son rebellion in Vietnam. At that 
time, pirates from China served the Tay-son as privateers 
and helped them unite Vietnam for the first time in 
centuries. In 1802 when the Tay-son were defeated, the 
pirates returned to their homes in China. Cheng I (Ching 
Yih), the husband of Cheng I Sao, emerged as the lead-
er of the surviving pirates, and five years after his death 
in 1807, Cheng I Sao herself assumed leadership and 
headed the pirate confederation’s largest squadron, the 
Red Flag fleet. At its peak, the confederation numbered 
between 40,000 and 60,000 individuals, eight hundred 
large junks and nearly a thousand smaller ones.3  

There were two primary sources about these pirates 
in English to which both Gosse and Gollomb claim to 
have availed themselves. The first of these, Yuan Yun-lun (Yuen Yung-lun)’s 
book Ching hai-fen chi was published in Canton in 1830 and translated into 
English the following year by Charles Friedrich Neumann as History of the 
Pirates Who Infested the China Sea from 1807 to 1810.  
This unofficial history was composed by an employee of the Governor 
General’s yamen (the headquarters or residence of a government  
official) who was acquainted with several of those killed combating  
the pirates. Grief-stricken, Yuan Yun-lun felt compelled to write an “objective” 
account to preserve the lessons of the pirates’ ravages  
and the spirit of those who died at their hands for posterity.  His book  
is based on eyewitness accounts from individuals who engaged the pirates 
directly, and focuses primarily on the activities of the Red,  
Black and White flag fleets whose members sailed the seas between Macao 
and Canton.  Cheng I Sao’s leadership is mentioned in  
conjunction with their operations, but the presence of this female leader 
aroused little comment.4

The involvement of women in piracy 
fascinated Westerners like this photog-
rapher, who posed La Choi San on her 
pirate junk in the late 1920s.

From I Sailed with Chinese Pirates, 1931, 
SDMM Collection
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However, a foreshadowing of later Western romanticization was already 
manifest in Charles Neumann’s translation, for in endeavoring to capture 
in English the spirit of the pirates’ noms de guerre, Neumann misread or 
mistranslated many of their names. For instance, the nickname for Green 
squadron leader Wu Chih-ch’ing was “Tung haepa” (Tung-hai Pa), translat-
ed by Neumann as “Scourge of the Eastern Sea.”  However, Tung Hae, or 
Eastern Sea, was the name of Woo’s native village in Kwangtung province, 
and in this case the character pa means “uncle,” “elder” or “earl.”  Instead 
of “Scourge of the Eastern Sea,” his nickname could be rendered more 
accurately, if prosaically, as “Uncle from Eastern Sea Village.” 5

T he second well-known English account is A Brief Narrative of 
My Captivity and Treatment Amongst the Ladrones by Richard 
Glasspoole, who was an officer on a British East India Company 

ship.  (Ladrone was the Portuguese term for the pirates.)  Glasspoole and 
seven other British seafarers were captured in September 1809 and held by 
the pirates for three months.  His diary of this adventure, prepared for the 
Company, was signed the day after his release.  It describes several battles 
and the movement of the pirates up the various branches of the Pearl and 
West Rivers to “levy contributions on the towns and villages.” 6
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“Ladrones” in action.

From The Pirate’s Own Book, 1836

SDMM Collection
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W hen read together the two sources tell a fascinating story of 
the rise and fall of this confederation, which—aside from some 
errors in the English translations—is entirely consistent, so 

much so that one may lay them side by side and track the pirates’ daily 
progress throughout Glasspoole’s captivity. Our two twentieth century ver-
sions, however, stray far from these 
sources as a result of the ways their 
authors misread, misconstrued and 
added to these texts.  The result has 
seriously distorted what Western 
audiences learned of  late-eighteenth 
and early-nineteenth century Chinese 
pirates. So great was the distortion 
that pirate histories became pirate 
stories. The authors’ embroidering of 
the facts clearly reveals the Western 
fantasies and stereotypes of the era.

Philip Gosse’s 1932 History of 
Piracy has provided a point of depar-
ture for nearly everyone with a seri-
ous interest in piracy, and although 
he refrained from sensationalizing his 
subject, Gosse failed to avoid simple 
factual errors that came from mis-
reading his texts.7 The phenomenon 
of a female pirate clearly fascinated 
him, however, and occasioned the remark that Neumann’s book “is chiefly 
devoted to the exploits of one pirate, and that a woman.” 8  In fact, neither 
the Ching hai-fen chi nor Neumann’s translation is chiefly devoted to the 
exploits of Cheng I Sao; in the Chinese text of 102 pages, her name appears 
only twenty-five times.   
The one devoted to her exploits is Gosse, not Neumann.

Gosse introduces the commanders of the various fleets as “Bird and 
Stone,” “Scourge of the Eastern Sea,” “Jewel of the Whole Crew,” and 
“Frog’s Meal,” demonstrating a fidelity to his  
English-language source which serves only to perpetuate Neumann’s trans-
lation errors.  Though Gosse errs in not having recognized that  
two other members of the Cheng family were important pirate leaders 
before Cheng I Sao even came on the scene, he cannot be accused of fabri-
cation or of willful distortion of historical evidence.  The Cheng  
I Sao he presents may even be said to be a respectful creation, for he 
makes her a good military strategist, disciplinarian, and “excellent business 
woman.” 9

T he same cannot be said of Pirates Old and New by Joseph 
Gollomb, who wrote popular non-fiction books on topics as diverse 
as Albert Schweitzer and spies. While lacking Gosse’s scholarly pre-

tensions, Gollomb’s error-plagued account was nonetheless influential; his 
chapter entitled “Mrs. Ching Goes A-Pirating” was reprinted in N.C. Wyeth’s 
popular 1935 anthology of true pirate stories, Marauders of the Sea.10 Like 
Gosse, he based his account upon Neumann’s translation and Glasspoole’s 
captivity narrative.

The Cheng I Sao Gollomb imagined “was larger than the women of her 

Prisoners await their fates aboard a 
pirate junk in the 1920s, whose  arma-
ment differs little from that of Mrs. 
Cheng’s day.

From I Sailed with Chinese Pirates, 1931.
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race, gloriously formed and, says a Chinese historian, ‘before the beauty of 
her face the eyes of men grew confused,’” a remark Gollomb might have 
applied to himself. 11  His tale’s opening exemplifies the ethnic stereotyp-
ing prevalent among Westerners in the era, for he “nominates” the nearest 
Chinese laundryman to guide us to “far regions in which is set the strangest 
story in the annals of piracy.” 12  The laundryman, says Gollomb, 

is our best guide if we want to see vividly the yellow pirates who will swarm 
through our story...  He will help us visualize a people among whom it is wom-
anly to wear trousers and virile to wear skirts…  When in our story we go back 
only a little over a hundred years the difference between one of Mrs. Ching’s 
pirates and the man you see busy over the laundry ironing board is largely only 
a matter of clothes.13

Revealingly, the year before Gollomb’s book appeared, a Chinese stu-
dent who listed American perceptions of this “mysterious and inscrutable 
race” in a magazine article noted that Americans frequently remarked that 
“Chinese men wear skirts and women pants.” 14  Just as Gollomb’s laundry-
man, a man in a Western woman’s role, is both unmanly yet potentially 
menacing, it is apparent from his account of the beautiful but deadly Cheng 
I Sao that her exotic inversion of the normal Western roles of the sexes is at 
the core of her allure.

C onsider the role reversal of sexual power he writes into the initial 
encounter between “Hsi-Kai” (Cheng I Sao) and Chang Pao (Chang 
Paou), the commander of the Red fleet who became her paramour 

and ultimately her husband after Cheng I’s death:1

The two fishermen [Chang Pao and his father] were seized and brought before 
Hsi-Kai for execution. . .  The young man crossed powerful bronzed arms over 
his deep chest, and with a grin of indifference looked the woman in the face. . 
. .He stood head and shoulders taller and broader than any of his captors, and 
the insolence in his flagrantly handsome face was such that Hsi-Kai could not 
dismiss it unnoticed. . . 

Hsi-Kai, however, who on so many other occasions was indeed the bringer of 
death, proved on this occasion that she was after all, a woman.  From the very 
core of him to his finger tips he glowed with vitality, with such health as models 
face and body into form of beauty and makes of the spirit so robust a thing that 
even death cannot make it cower.

“Paou, how well do you know the sea?” she asked.  

“Aside from women there is nothing I know better.”

She turned to her captains.  “Sink their fishing boat,” she said.  “Give the old man 
new garments and let him eat.  And as for Paou, I will attend to him.”15

The original account by Yuan Yun-lung and his translator Neumann, 
however, presents a less lurid scene: Chang Pao was originally captured by 
Cheng I, and it was in his eyes, not those of his wife, that he initially found 
favor:

Chang Paou was a native of Sin hwy [Hsin-hui], near the mouth of the River, 
and the son of a fisherman.  Being fifteen years of age, he went with his father 

Chang Pao tsai is seated aboard a junk 
in this woodcut from the 1830 book 
Ching-hai fen chi. Unlike the Chinese, 
Westerners have been more interested 
in his wife Chang I Sao, of whom no 
image appears in the book. 



a fishing in the sea, and they were consequently taken prisoners by Ching yih, 
who roamed about the mouth of the river, ravaging and plundering.  Ching yih 
saw Paou, and liked him so much, that he could not depart from him.  Paou 
was indeed a clever fellow—he managed all business very well; being also a 
fine young man, he became a favorite of Ching yih and was made head-man or 
captain.16

T he spectacle of a virile man under the power of a female pirate, 
however, was the ultimate example of Western norms upended.  
Besides the imaginary encounter with Chang Pao, Gollomb fab-

ricates a meeting between her and the captive Richard Glasspoole, and 
implies that Glasspoole “knew of the personal relation between the pirate 
captain and Hsi-Kai” and thus “realized the delicacy of his own situation.”  
“It was,” according to Gollomb, “a question of which would prevail, Paou’s 
jealousy of any man whose smile interested Hsi-Kai or his fear of what 
Hsi-Kai would do should ‘some unfortunate accident’ happen to Homer 
[Glasspoole].” 17  In fact, nowhere in Glasspoole’s narrative is there evi-
dence that he even knew that a woman was in command of the pirates who 
captured him, much less met her.

Equally exotic (but also historically unfounded) is Gollomb’s version of 
the scene when she assumed leadership of the confederation after her hus-
band Cheng I died:

Hsi-Kai arose before the assembled captains.  She was dressed in the glittering 
garb of a male fighting chief; gold embroidered dragons writhed over gorgeous 
purples, blues, and reds; gay jade and green, bits of painted ivory, gold and silver 
shimmered and glittered in the sunlight.  In her sash were some of her dead 
husband’s swords and on her head was his familiar war helmet.  

“Look at me, captains!” she cried.  They looked at her.  “Your departed chief sat 
in council with me.  Your most powerful fleet, the White, under my command, 
took more prizes than any other.  Do you think I will bow to any other chief?”

There she was, in their eyes a goddess of a woman with a record of leadership as 
proud as any man’s.  It is not surprising, therefore, that the captains of the fleet 
should rise as a single man and acclaim her their chief of chiefs.18

By contrast, the scene is sparsely depicted by Yuan Yun-lung and his 
translator Neumann:

It happened, that on the seventeenth day of the tenth moon, in the twentieth 
year of Kea king, Ching yih perished in a heavy gale, and his legitimate wife Shih 
placed the whole crew under the sway of Paou:  but so that she herself should 
be considered the commander of all the squadrons together, for this reason the 
division [of] Ching yih was then called Ching yih saou, or the wife of Ching yih.19

Gollomb is equally imaginative in his discussion of what happened to 
the pirates after their surrender to the Chinese government:

Paou [Chang Pao] was made a mighty commander and by edict became a “Son 
of Heaven” and was allowed to wear peacock’s feathers with two eyes in sign 
of his exalted rank.  And the unconquerable Hsi-Kai, whose beauty dimmed the 
eyes of all beholders, went to dwell in a great palace and bore three sons and 
one daughter to her beloved husband, Paou.20 45
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Fantasies about Mrs. Cheng  seeped 
into 20th century pop culture.  
Along with La Choi San, she probably 
inspired the Dragon Lady character in 
Milton Caniff’s memorable “Terry and 
the Pirates” comic strip in the late 
1930s.  Caniff re-imagines her as a beau-
ty of mingled European and Chinese 
ancestry, both deadly and alluring to 
Anglo male characters.
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Chang Pao assuredly did not become a “Son of Heaven;” only 
emperors received that title.  The privilege of wearing double-eyed 
peacock feathers was granted only to government officials for 

extraordinary service to the empire.  And in this instance, it was the 
Governor-General Pai Ling, and not Chang Pao, who was rewarded with 
them.  Cheng I Sao does appear to have had a son as a result of her rela-
tionship with Chang Pao, but the claim that she lived in a palace and had 
three sons and a daughter is unfounded.

The portrayals of these pirates by Gosse and Gollomb contrasts greatly 
with Chinese perceptions, for in China, piracy is a subject that not only 
has not been glamorized, but is virtually unknown.  Distorted and inaccu-
rate though Western tales are, Cheng I Sao and her confederation have 
received more attention in the West than in China.21   

One region where the pirates were somewhat familiar, however, was 
Hong Kong.  There in the 1950s they became the subject of two historical 
essays.22  Apart from greater historical accuracy, what differentiates these 
Chinese articles most significantly from the English examples discussed 
above is their focus on the male pirate Chang Pao rather than on Cheng I 
Sao, whose name is scarcely mentioned.  Chinese historians have simply 
not found Cheng I Sao either so exotic or so compelling as have their 
Western counterparts.



Decades after Mrs. Cheng’s 
retirement, the British East 
India Company’s Nemesis 
pounds junks in 1841. Patrols 
by better-armed and more 
maneuverable British steamships 
stemmed the tide of Pacific  
piracy--for a time.

A similar situation prevails in the realm of popular culture and legend.  
In the Cantonese play Chang Pao-tsai by Yao Han-liang, Cheng I Sao and 
another woman appear as supporting characters, but the hero is unmis-
takably the male pirate Chang Pao.  (Curiously, no Chinese author appears 
to have portrayed Cheng I Sao as a woman warrior in the Chinese literary 
tradition of the mythical Mu-lan.)  Probably the most famous of the Hong 
Kong region’s alleged pirate artifacts is a cave on Cheung Chou (Chang 
Chou) Island where the pirates were said to have made their headquarters 
and buried their treasure.  The cave is known as the Cave of Cheung Po 
Tsai; here again, Chang Pao, not his wife, is the figure of local fame.  And 
the story The Cave of Cheung Po Tsai, a Chinese variant on the classic 
search for buried pirate treasure, is without mention of a female pirate 
despite the fact that some of the child protagonists are girls.

O ne final tale of China’s female pirate chief merits mention, Jorge 
Luis Borges’ 1970 short story “The Widow Ching, Lady Pirate.”  
Along with adding a fresh set of errors, Borges contributes several 

additions to pirate lore, including his fable of a fox, protected by a dragon 
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despite the fox’s ingratitude.23  (Here, Cheng I Sao is the fox, who, despite 
thirteen years of piracy, was ultimately pardoned by the “Imperial Dragon,” 
the emperor.)  In contrast to authors who have imagined the female pirate 
as a sensual, voluptuous beauty, Borges instead portrays her as exemplify-
ing Oriental decadence, a “slinking woman, with sleepy eyes and a smile 
full of decayed teeth,” whose “blackish, oiled hair shone brighter than her 
eyes.” 24  Because so little is known about the actual Cheng I Sao, she can be 
re-imagined in any number of ways, to suit widely different Western visions 
of the East.

In the twentieth century, the character of Cheng I Sao has been a focal 
point on which Western authors, though not their Chinese counterparts, 
projected their fantasies of Chinese exoticism, sensuality, brutality, and a tit-
illating inversion of Western norms in which a woman could rule over men 
in one of the manliest of all activities, piracy.
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The wily Dragon Lady, in Milt Caniff’s 
“Terry and the Pirates,” fascinated a 
generation of comic strip readers.
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A recent biennial general meeting of the British officer’s union erupted 
in a verbal firefight over contemporary piracy:

     The time has come to fight fire with fire, one delegate is alleged 
to have said, whilst another Master said there were times when safety 
regulations had to take a back seat.  Other . . . comments apparently 
included “I am going to get guns for those guys,” and “If I am going 
to get bumped off I am going to get a bullet or two away first.” A 
tanker Master was also alleged to have declared that the ICC-Piracy 
Centre in Kuala Lumpur was a total waste of time and money, and 
should be shut down.  “What good is someone in a command centre 
doing me when I am being attacked by hatchets and AK-47s” . . .1

A ll is not peaceful in the Pacific, the former hunting grounds of 
Drake, Malay marauders, and Mrs. Cheng. Piracy in the Pacific, 
particularly in Southeast Asian waters and the China Seas, is 

alive, well, and—unfortunately for all with a stake in the region’s com-
merce and stability—thriving.2  

Figures on contemporary piracy are not totally reliable.  There has 
been much debate over what should or should not be included in 
the term, whether violence is required, or if sneak theft should also 
count.  Are attempts to be logged?  And how can the theft of a wrist-
watch or personal effects be compared with the hijacking of an entire 
cargo?  Some Asian commentators have even suggested dropping the 
term “piracy” as pejorative, employing “armed robbery” or “robbery at 
sea” instead.  Reportage by shipping firms also leaves something to be 
desired; the World Customs Organization in Brussels has concluded 
that attacks are under-reported to avoid regulatory delays, and perhaps 
a hike in insurance premiums.  Countries drag their feet when asked 
to air their dirty laundry–one need only compare the figures offered 
by the International Maritime Organization to those prepared by the 
I.C.C.-International Maritime Bureau (IMB), a non-governmental agency.  
Even allowing for their broader definition, the IMB numbers are much 

Modern 
Asian 

Maritime 
Crime
Samuel Pyeatt Menefee 

A Royal Navy anti-pirate 
detail strikes an action 
pose in late 1920s Hong 
Kong.

From I Sailed With Chinese 
Pirates, 1931



M a i n s ’ l  H a u l  F a l l  2 0 0 0

51

more comprehensive, but at the same time probably miss many raids on 
smaller local craft.  For the seven years from 1994 through June of 2000, 
attacks in the Pacific region have annually topped ninety.3 While these 
figures indicate that we are indeed in troubled waters, they are less 
helpful in defining the scope and complexity of the problem.

A good example of this is the December, 1998 arrest of Chew 
Cheng Kiat (alias Mr. Wong) on Butam Island, Indonesia.  He 
was implicated in the seizure of the Pulau Mas, a 399-ton tank-

er, the previous month, an incident which appears to represent piracy 
at a multi-national level.  Mr. Wong confessed that he was involved in a 
syndicate responsible for the hijacking of almost a quarter of the twen-
ty-one vessels reported to the Indonesian navy as having been com-
mandeered between November 1996 and 1998.51  These included the 
Suci,  boarded east of Singapore on November 19, 1996 by six armed 
men who hijacked the ship and set fifteen of her crew adrift, and the 
Atlanta 95, commandeered in the Arafura Sea on November 18, 1997 
and hijacked to the Gulf of Thailand where her cargo of fuel was trans-
shipped before the vessel was abandoned. Likewise, the Petro Ranger 
disappeared between Singapore and Ho Chi Minh City in late April of 
1998, and was then detained by Chinese authorities with twelve alleged 
pirates aboard at Haikou on May 1; these men were not prosecuted, 
but repatriated. 51  When the Pulau Mas, which served as a mother 
ship, was seized, fourteen masks and eighteen weapons were found, 
along with twelve containers of paint, and several ship and immigration 
stamps. Wong, a citizen of Singapore, allegedly employed Malaysians in 
his organization and was himself responsible to the syndicate head in 
China.  According to Admiral Sunardi,

Mr. Wong’s international network is placed in China, Hong Kong, 
[the] Philippines and Malaysia.  Through the evidence gathered from 
[the] vessel, all hijacked vessels and cargo were sent to China.  On 
board PULAU MAS they also found false ships’ documents ready to 
be used on newly hijacked vessels.  When a vessel was hijacked, Mr. 
Wong would change her entire crew.  Mr. Wong also placed his crew 
on a targeted vessel.  When the vessel entered international waters 
his men on board informed him [of] the route of the ship via hand 
phone.51

Wong was eventually convicted and jailed for six years in Indonesia.  
It is important to recognize that many of these attacks are not local,  
low-level Third World pilfering, but are part of sophisticated criminal 
schemes, involving multinational gangs acting in response to macro-eco-
nomic factors.  Just as the Chinese economy provides a useful destina-
tion for pirated cargo, there is little reason to doubt that the  
recent increase in Indonesian piracies is due to economic and political 
turmoil in that area. 

It should also be noted that attacks are becoming more deadly, with 
a rise in crew fatalities.  Twenty-three crewmen aboard the Cheung Son, 
which was hijacked in mid-November of 1998, were gathered on deck 
and riddled with machinegun bullets before being thrown overboard. 
Similarly, the Chinese and South Korean crewmen of the Tengu Maru, 
which disappeared late in 1998 and reemerged in Zhangjiang under a 
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different name, are believed to have been murdered.

P iracies do not occur in a vacuum.  While the hijacking of the 
Tengu Maru and the presumed murder of her crew might initial-
ly appear to be only a localized tragedy for the sailors’ families, 

and an economic setback for her Japanese owners, the loss has caused 
the Nippon Foundation, a Japanese group dealing with maritime safety 
to propose a Northern Sea Route (NSR) to Europe as an alternative to 
the Straits of Malacca.52  Insurers such as BIMCO have protested to 
national governments and threatened to raise the problem of piracy 
with the International Maritime Organization (IMO). Non-governmental 
organizations such as the I.C.C.-International Maritime Bureau, with its 
Piracy Reporting Centre at Kuala Lumpur, have adopted a “carrot and 
stick” approach, highlighting cases in which national governments have 
avoided coming to grips with the problem, while praising government 
units which have responded promptly to reports of piracy. 52  This 
prodding of governments must be done deftly, and is not without cost; 
Singapore reacted negatively to one individual’s reasonable comment 
that although its own waters were remarkably clear of piracy, those elec-
tronic goods and other luxury items being lifted in the Straits of Malacca 
must be finding a market somewhere. Similarly, Indonesian enthusiasm 
for the work of the Piracy Reporting Centre has been tempered by the 
Centre’s coverage of incidents in Indonesian waters.  On other occa-
sions, blame is diverted; thus government sources claimed that a pirate 
attack in Indonesian waters which left a British master dead was a muti-
ny. When complaints are raised on an international level, such as at the 
International Maritime Organization, the national response has usually 
been to duck and weave. A Chinese note in connection with a 1994 IMO 
fact-finding mission is not atypical:

The Chinese Government has investigated all incidents, which occurred 
along the Chinese coast in recent years.  According Chinese sources, the 
incidents at sea were very complicated.  The manifestations of the inci-
dents were varied.  Therefore it is not proper to regard all the incidents 
as “pirate attacks” without investigation and evidence.”52
Perhaps not surprisingly, this reticence is matched by government’s 
reluctance to hold other countries’ feet to the fire.  A rash of ship 
interceptions by pirates purporting to be Chinese government officials, 
which gave rise to an IMO mission, brought the following response:

The increased number of unlawful acts . . . may, in general terms be 
attributed to a combination of such factors as political developments, 
configuration of coast, large number of islands (many of which are 
unoccupied thus providing ideal places for pirates and armed robbers 
to hide), extensive uncharted areas, limited resources available to law 
enforcement agencies, etc.

W ithout belaboring this example of bureaucratese, it is interest-
ing to see an increase in attacks blamed on static geograph-
ical features.  While non-governmental organizations care 

about this problem, and will continue to raise it in multilateral interna-
tional contexts, only rarely will governments stir matters up.

On a nation-to-nation level, the possibility of action is much greater; 
a mixed blessing, depending upon the response.  During early 1993, for 
example, there was a concentration of attacks in the East China Sea—
twenty in all, of which seventeen involved boardings and/or detentions 
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of Russian vessels.  This resulted in the deployment of the Russian 
Federation Navy fleet in the region during the second quarter of the 
year to safeguard Russian interests.4 This would not be the first time that 
piracies and low-level harassment have served national interests; Rear 
Admiral J.R. Hill noted a similar pattern of maritime incidents in the con-
frontation between Indonesia and the newly formed nation of Malaysia 
several decades ago. Separatist Islamic groups in the Philippines such 
as the Moro National Liberation Front and, more recently, the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front and Abu Sayyal, have not been above resorting 
to piratical shakedowns to replenish their coffers. Similarly, while there 
may or may not be any direct relation to Philippine-Chinese territorial 
disputes over various island groups, consider the following:

During January 1996, the Philippine Navy engaged in an hour-and-a-
half battle with two identified “pirate” ships (sinking one), 72 miles off 
Capona Island.  According to CCI, “unconfirmed reports say the vessels 
involved bore Chinese flags.  Manila described the vessels as pirates that 
victimised ships en route between China and Subic Bay.”  The Chinese 
Foreign Ministry denied involvement but it is interesting that several . . . 
1994 attacks were said to involve Chinese-looking individuals in army 
fatigues operating from “mother ships,” while a score of Chinese pirates 
were arrested during the following month in Philippine territory.

The potential for disaster when such piratical activities take place in a 
disputed area should be clear to all.

On a more positive note, Asiatic cooperation significantly reduces 
the level of piratical attacks.  A prime example is the 1992 agreement 
between Indonesia and Singapore, allowing their navies and marine 
police the right of hot pursuit of pirates into each other’s territorial 
waters. Vessels from the two countries assist each other when pursuit 
is likely to cross territorial boundaries, while a joint coordinating com-
mittee of high level officers meet regularly to review progress. Despite 
an increase in such attacks following the East Asian financial crisis and 
Indonesian spending cuts, the agreement allowed patrols to be stepped 
up and has helped contain the problem.53  Prospective links between 
Indonesia and Malaysia or among the three Strait states, as well as joint 
Indonesian-Philippine patrols suggest other ways in which this coopera-
tion approach may bear fruit in the fight against piracy. 53

The problem of piracy in Pacific waters might appear to be far from 
our shores, with little potential importance for the United States.  While 
this seems to be supported by the small number of American flag ves-
sels attacked—fewer than one per year—nothing could be further 
from the truth; maritime use of flags of convenience suggests that the 
number of American-owned ships involved may be far greater.53  Nor 
can the impact of piracy on American seafarers be ignored.  Some years 
back, a lecturer on maritime security at King’s Point refresher courses 
asked how many people in the room had suffered piratical attacks, or 
were close to some one who had.  The great majority of officers’ hands 
went up.  Finally, there is the very real influence of Asian piracy on 
American cargo interests and indirectly on the United States economy.  
All these suggest economic reasons we should be concerned with pira-
cies which occur “over the horizon.”
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O n another level, Pacific piracy is a destabilizing force. It disrupts 
Asian economies, breaks down government control, and can help 
fuel insurrections.  Maritime crimes also act as sand in the gears 

of international relations, creating jurisdictional headaches and interna-
tional finger pointing, exacerbating existing disputes.  To the extent that 
the United States supports unfettered commerce, equitable relations, and 
a peaceful Asia, it follows that we should assist in the repression of piracy 
in Pacific waters.  We have a prior record in this regard in the case of the 
Gulf of Siam’s “Boat People,” although that aid had a humanitarian basis.  
Finally, under both the Convention on the High Seas of 1958 and the 1982 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, the United States has the duty to coop-
erate to the fullest extent in the repression of high seas piracy.  It is clear 
that the old story of piracy continues in the Pacific, and it is in American 
interests to help end this tale at last.
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Abbott and Costello Meet Captain Kidd (Warner  Brothers, 1952)
Against All Flags (Universal International  Pictures, 1952)
Anne of the Indies (20th Century Fox Film Corp., 1951)
The Black Pirate (Elton Corp., 1926) Catalina Island
Barbary Pirate (Columbia Pictures Corp., 1949)
The Black Swan (20th Century Fox, 1942)
Blackbeard the Pirate (RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 1952 )
Blackbeard’s Ghost (Walt Disney Productions, 1968)
Breed of the Sea (Robertson-Cole Pictures Corp., 1926)
The Buccaneer (Paramount Pictures Corp., 1938) Catalina Island
The Buccaneer (Paramount , 1958) Catalina Island
Buccaneer’s Girl (Universal, 1950)
Captain Blood (Vitagraph Co. of America, 1924)
Captain Blood (Warner Brothers, 1935) Diver’s Cove (Laguna Beach) and Catalina Island 
Captain Kidd (Captain Kidd Productions, Inc. / United Artists, 1945)
Captain Kidd and the Slave Girl (Reliance / United Artists, 1954)
Captain Pirate (Columbia, 1952)
Caribbean (Paramount, 1952)
The Crimson Pirate (Warner Brothers, 1952) Catalina Island
Dancing Pirate  (Pioneer Pictures Corp., 1936)
Daphne and the Pirate (Fine Arts Film Co., 1916)
Double Crossbones (Universal, 1950)
Fair Winds to Java (Republic Pictures Corp., 1953)
The First Kiss (Famous Players-Lasky Corp. / Paramount, 1928)
Flame of Araby (Universal, 1951)
The Fortunes of  Captain Blood (Columbia, 1950)
Frenchman’s Creek (Paramount, 1944)
The Golden Hawk (Columbia, 1952)
Hero’s Island (Daystar Productions / UA, 1962)
The King’s Pirate (Universal, 1967)
Last of the Buccaneers (Columbia, 1951)
Master of Ballantrae (Warner Brothers, 1953)
Moonfleet (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 1955)
New Moon (MGM, 1940) Catalina Island

The Pirates of Hollywood
A list of films from Hollywood’s “Golden Age” compiled by Gail Selinger

Old Ironsides (Famous Players-Lasky / Paramount, 1926) Catalina Island
Peg of the Pirates (Fox Film Corp., 1918)
The Pirate (MGM, 1948)
The Pirate’s Gold (Biograph, 1908)
Pirates of Tortuga (20th Century Fox, 1961)
Pirates of Tripoli (Columbia, 1955)
Prince of Pirates (Columbia, 1953)
Princess and the Pirate (RKO, 1944)
Raiders of the Seven Seas (Global Productions / UA, 1953)
Return to Treasure Island (Eclipse Films, 1954)
The Road to Romance (MGM, 1927)
Sea Devils (RKO, 1953) Channel Islands and surrounding waters
The Sea Hawk (Frank Lloyd Productions, 1924)
The Sea Hawk (Warner Brothers, 1940)
The Spanish Main (RKO, 1945)
To Have and To Hold (Jesse L. Lasky Feature Play Company, 1916)
Treasure Island (Fox, 1918) An early use of Catalina Island 
Treasure Island (Maurice Tourneur Productions, 1920)
Treasure Island (MGM, 1934) Catalina Island and Laguna Beach
Treasure Island (Walt Disney Productions, 1950)*
Yankee Buccaneer (Universal, 1952)
Yankee Pasha (Universal, 1954)

*  �Disney’s first non-animated feature film was shot in Britain, 
   but some studio artwork was created in Burbank.

To meet men who have boarded galleons, armed with cutlasses, one need not turn only to books. In Southern California, one’s neighbor  
may have done just that while working as an actor or “extra” in pirate movies. Many of these films were shot partly on Southern California beaches 
and waters, which are identified, when known, in the list below. The sea stories told by Hollywood are among Southern California’s most important 
maritime legacies, shaping the ways people across the globe have pictured humanity’s involvement with the sea. 

— the editor

Pirates at Laguna Beach:
In Southern California, the 
fantasy of pirate life was 
captured on film.  Michael 
Curtiz, seated with legs 
crossed, directs Errol 
Flynn and Basil Rathbone 
in the climactic duel for 
the 1935 Captain Blood 
at Diver’s Cove, Laguna 
Beach.  Swordplay was part 
of every pirate film, though 
historical accuracy wasn’t.  
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Ahoy Mates!  
W           e’ve discovered treasure on San Diego Bay! There are jewels aplenty.  

    Like sparkling marinas, scrumptious dining, exceptional shopping,  

and expansive waterfront parks. And gems abound. Like panoramic bay  

views and countless attractions…like the San Diego Maritime Museum.  

So make like a pirate and capture the charms of       San Diego Bay.
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