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THE LOG-BOOK IS8 GosprL TRUTH
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For more than four coenturies
the history of the Pacifie Coast.
1t goes baok to 1642 when a retire

» People have been making, and recording,
S0 far as we in California are concerned,

d corporal of erossbow-men, a Portuguese
s =
Xplorer named Jodo Rodrigues Cabrilho discovered the

coast of Hpper Cali-
forniq,

Because he wag failing for the Spanish Kingdom, and becaunse to many
there 1s no virtue in any California history unless it be Sponish, we know
him better in the Spanish version of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo.

Cabrillo, to 80 along with the Spanish routine, man have been the
Tirst Caucasion to set foot on whah now is California soil -- and he may not,
It was in late September of 1642 that he landed in what we call San Diego
but he called San iiiguel -- but don't forget that Ulloa discovered the Colo-
rado River in 1539 and the following year Alarcon went up that river for an
estimated 226 miles. He must have landed from his boats overy night, and it
is unlikely that all of his landings were on the left bank of the river. If
he landed on the right bank, and that far up, he qualifies for membership in
either the Imperial County or Riverside County Chamber of Commerce. However,
to Cabrillo goes the honor of discovering our West Coast. hen he died at
Son Miguel Island in January of 1643, from injuries received in landing
through the surf, his faithful pilot, Bartolome Ferrelo, kept on to the north,
and Cabrillo'e ships probably sighted the Oregon coast before bad weather |

drove them home.
Uppor California, at the time, seems to have bored the top Spanish

g, for they did nothing about it. The overseas trade, rather than the ]
pross,

e
twise, had their interost, and some 20 yeare after Cabrille : o
coa? ’

¢t of the Monila golleons set out from Acapuleo, on a route
fgire ¥

to sail for more that two centuries; they dropped down Bon‘x\gﬂwn{m@gy
wero



