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Berkeley, Californis 94704  Attn: Chaptor President
Gentlemen:

This 1e porhaps the most unusual letter you heve ever recei:
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The BENNINGTON blew up in San Diego in 1906, ki1l 65 men.
Leo Strobel, now 84, wos one of hor mee boin'; mte:ngm! the
only ono of thom who 1ivede After the explosion the BENNINGTOR
wos tdwed to liore Island and abont 1910 ras £01d to an Oakland
wrecker. Hor bell disappeared and Mr, Strobel (who rocently has
sufforod a stroke) has boen trying to £ind it, with a view %o
gott it to the Bennington lonument, over {he graves of her
dead, at Point Loma.

Some months ago "The Knave" of n"—"mﬁ%—ﬁ&?‘ ran a story
about lir, Strobel's queet, and the poseibility that tho bell
was eomewhere in the East Bay area. It brought o roply from
the northorn part of the sta s that the bell was in one of two

Berkoloy fraternity houses; yours woe one of the two.

Ho question of logality of poseeseion ie being reised; tho bell
copld woll have boen bought from the Oaklnnd man by some
tndhusiastic momber of your chapter, as o house tro hye« Howover,
1f you have tho bell, I con think of no better pro-fraternity
pnbﬂoity than ite return after all these years, As o fraternity
mon mysolf and a UC graduate ('21) I am protty bittor about some
of tho anti-fratornity stuff boing handed out by =- among others ==
grand-gtanding collego presidents.

bell, by tho w is about a foot high and is lottered
HE0A TRGTON o 1690 "1 himk on 931 agroe with mo that if 1t
ie available, ite moet npgrogrinto location would be on tho base
of the Bennington Monumont. I am sending a letter identical with
thie to the other fraternity montioned. Am'l as Mre Strobel is
not going to bo with ue too much longor, I'd appreciato aa

oarly replys

Sincorely yours,

JERRY MaoMULLEN




