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Dear Jerry:

Enjo
Brocrech Jjoyed your letter and photo about BFRKELEY in Sea

Had an interesting surprise. Once a week I try &
4 . o show
gi%trl%i%; my cl‘%siis :ndtl've been getting them from gle Whittier
ary, ) hat library closed tempmrarily for enl i
and T went to the D::wney City Library, z e

_Found a 40-minute film listed under title of "Huckle-
berry Finn," When I showed it, it turned out to be the 1931
version with Mickey Rooney and what looked like the CAPTAIN
WEBER (she was called RIVER QUEEN in the film), I had never
before seen the 1931 Huck Finn movie; assume the one at Downey
y have been cut a little to bring it down to 40 minutes,

I didn't see "Steamboat 'Round the Bend™ ®ntil 1949,
And it wasn't t111 about 1955 that I found out by looking at
one of Mathildafs displays that the 2 main steamers in the
film were the IEADER Eas CLAREMORE QUEEN) and the CAPITAL CITY
(as PRIDE OF PADUCAH), In the race they added the CHEROKEE and
T,C, WALKER under their real names,

: Yow mention the CRPTAIN WEBER fire of 1943 and add that
"her cold and sodden hulk was towed away to Rio Vista to be con-
verted into an elevator barge," Do you know what her subsequent
career was? We moved to Rio Vista in 1945 and I couldn't locate
her then, unless she was disguised and no one kmew enough to tell

me,

It was her sistership, the DAUNTIESS (later motaship x
SAN JOAQUIN) that got me interested in stegmboats. The bridge-
tender at Rio Vista told me she had been a sternwheeler and I
could find out more about her in a new book (yours), which T

promptly got.

The DAUNTLESS seems to have had bad luck in a number of °

You mention a fire about 1910, Even before that, I found

out in the Stanford law library, she had collided with a launch

in the Mokelumne River, had sunk, and Sga’{?d gn t}%e ‘;o;’g‘ﬁ :}:I:gi;ts
judge fro

a year. She did have her happy days an Jjudg Tron TR 203 ER

h on the river, However,
g£ Dep Thal e FO10 R on collisior'x with the tug

ber 1951 when she had a bow-
églgggeﬁear Collinsville, sank, and had a cargo of rice swell up
and literally burst her out of existence.

T remember Bob Parkinson showed me a photo of DAUNNLESS

they were built, and ;w‘
and CAPTAIN WEBER shortly after N yera.hu WEﬁER g

howgver
Took Adsutigal it L:fxzrl')AUI?ITiESS'shifted more to freiv

passenger facilities, 3
Best, W e j

Tine of

ways.



