March 31, 1969

Mr. Jerry MacMullen
3659 Van Dyke Ave,
San Diego, California 92105

Dear Mr. MacMullen:

Recently, I spoke with Mr, Clyde Arbuckle of the Santa C:

torical Society and he suggested th
words "sicked me onto yo:%%) R e

lara County His-
(To use his specific

I recently came ix‘xto the possession of an o0ld American Bulldog .44 cali-
ber revolver, ‘_Wh:.le of little value in itself as an antique i;;s history.
or ra\“.her the history of its owner may be of interest. It bélonged to ’
one YV:Lll Je Ward, Mr, Ward apparently was born in 1850, served as a law-
man in Tombstone, Arizona, about 1884, and then as a deputy sheriff in
San Diego up to 1899, During 1899 he was escorting a prisoner to San
Quention prison when the prisoner hit him over the head with a water
bottle killing him, These are all the facts (?) I have concerning Mr.

Ward, except that a museum in Arizona (Tombstone?) has some of his pos—
sessions.

The revolver came to me in a very round about way. Mr, Ward's daughter
apparently had this revolver in her safety deposit box for many years,
Sometime back, she closed out her box and gave the gun to the bank
menager, one Mr., Newmen., Her instructions were to give the gun to any-
one interested in guns and Western history., DMNr. Newnan contacted Mrs.
Stewart N. Lake whose husband you undoubtedly lmew by reputation, if
not personally, Mrs., Lake thought of me because I collect, restore,
and write about entique firearms. She is a close friend of Mrs, Frank
H. Beck whose cartoonist husband you also may have known. Mrs. Beck

is my Mother-in-law, Thus the revolver finally reached me.

I have just written Mr. Newmen via my Mother-in-law to see if I or at
the least he can interview Mr. Ward's daughter. She apparently still
lives in San Diego although quite 0ld and possibly ‘somewhat senile.

I also plan to write the San Diego Sheriff's Department and then when
I get some names, places, eand dates the State Attormey General's Office
and Warden of San Quenton Prison. I also am attempting to check with
past personnel of the County Corner's Office. (My Father was an
autopsy surgeon there for some 25 years.) I was about to write the
San Diego Union when I spoke to Mr. Arbuckle. He suggested that I
write you first, especially since your Father was Editor of the
Union around the turn of the century.

While I never have done an historical article, I have written a
number of technical-type articles on antique firearms for such pub-
lications as THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN and GUN DIGEST. If research
warrents it, I would like to document the history of Will J, Ward &
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and possibly his last (2) gun.

i i t in my efforts
tly appreciate information on whom tz_) cogtac y S
iowiiicgr;:.lt\flarggs history or, if you feel so inelined, any information
you may uncover yourself. T look forward to hearing from you at your
earliest convenience.

Respectfullyy

=) an.

Robert E. Colby _



