San Diego, Calir
30 Apria, 1956

Ed::grDaS:ngf:egto & Point lMegazine,
San Diego 21 Californin
Dear 8ir:
This being a so-called democracy, I suppose
everyone has a right to his ovn opinion. Nevertheless, I
think that Templeton Hinds' letter goes altogether toe far,
By what right does he classify the visiting
(ana tax-peying) public to our art gelleries as "rabble"?
Vhat is his quarrel with Whistler end Homer, other, perhaps, then
that they coumitted the unpardonable sin of being both
popular and successful?
Modern art, unfortunately, has become & cult
(I almost said racket) in which you may not like or dislike
a picture until you have referred to the rule-book, to be
sure that you are saying the fashionable thing. It is easy

&and perhaps human to criticize the things which we are incapable

of doing, and I would like to see eny one of today's slap-stick
painters produce enything even epproaching the work of Winslow
Homer, Today's art students are taught that they must regard
"Frederick Remington" as a dirty word, and to hate the work of
eny British water-colorist. This is pure propeganda; it stems
from & deadly fear of the British painters. If their work were

ever to become populaer in this country, & lot of our um'aﬁ-hﬂ%

celled artists would find themselves back at work in g

kind of smock, in some Super Market. G e J
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