A
Vol. XXVII, No. 1

_Wy
Ths

i i

+ &

)

74

FROM THE STEAMBOAT DELTA QUEEN

__DELTA QUEEN

STEAMBOAT MAIL

March, 1974

Delta Queen

The DELTA QUEEN is spruced up and
pretty and is steaming into the 1974 cruise sca-
son with new improvements valued at §
million.

¢ improvements range from a new
bowthruster for better mancuverability to
uniphone, installed on the sun deck with the
calliope and geared to provide added di-
mensions o the sound and power of the Delta
Queen’s “steam pi-ann:

“The bowthruster is a tunnel-like mechanism
on the botton of the boat. It contains two pro
pelers nd [ hydraulcally operated from the
pilot house

“The equipment will do just as its name im-

Queen, although they at

Bill Muster, president of the Delta Queen
Steamboat Co., said the bowthruster is im-
portant 0 the operation of the Delta Queen
for these reasons

used on river barges.

» It will enable the Delta Queen to land and
depart with greater speed and facility, thercby
assuring that the boat will be able to adhere
more closely 1o its schedules,

Best Part Of

Spruced Up and Fit As *74 Season Begins

© 1t will provide more sneuverabilty and
speed in passing through river lo

® 1t will provide passengers with a smoother
ide by eliminating bumps.

i llooen e wil nable he
Delta Queen to sir, faster turns in its
races with the Belle of Louiwvle and th Jule
Belle Swain

“The function of the strmwel i to push
the Delta Queen,” ust € needed
something to pr(m«l‘, mord maneUvera iy

New Galley
The Delta Queen also has added n new
ley which includes a walk-in refrigerator-
freezer which will enable the boat to carry up
10 10 days" supply of produce at a tim
Of course, the Dela Queen will b aking on
fresh food ly to insure the con-
tinued high uu.mly el menahand arcoad
the-clock snack s

plies d

Oak Pancling
Three walls of the M; e,
popular Delta Queen watering spot have been

The Cruise?

Just Being On The Boat
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What do DELTA QUEEN passengers enjoy
most about cruising on the grand, old
steamboat?

They enjoy cruising on the grand, old
steamboat

That is what a large majority of 1973 pas-
sengers stated on comment sheets that were
filled out at the conclusion of each 1973
cruise.

The passengers were ak:
Vorit activities during the
jority responded that what they
R et ocrincioa oo

mboat

(The DELTA QUEEN is the last steamboat
in overnight passenger service in the U.S.)
Ranked second on the list of passenger fa-
vorites was viewing the picturesque river
shores from the deck of the boat.
Listed third was the calliope concert on

board the boat followed by showtime in the
Orleans Room.
poptenty, e DELTA QUEEY e
some. er navigators last year be-
L e
of the ranked fifth among pas-
s lists of favorite activitie

spiring r
boat w

Next on the list of favorites was learning
about the iver and shore towns coupled with
making friends with other passenger

Pasengers also led the weathr and -
(ure 8 the best part of thei crui

The weather was followed by leisure soci
actvities while sing-alongs, daytime

ninth place among the passengers’ list of
favor

Thove were folloed i order of p
by shore stops and litter river towns and fi
naly, sightseeing n the bi cites

lined with original oak pancling dating back
o the construction of the boat 1926,
o mieor o mounted onth Lounge'sfourth
wall, the bacf
ak pancling is in srips, cight feet wide
and six feet high. The paneling
been in a stairwell that was removed to make
room for expanded crew quarters,
The pancls were removed e the pant
scraped off and installed in the Mark sl
ounge adding 10 the gay, s
o the boat, The pancls have been
varnished and they are fircproof
The Mark Twain lounge has been reduced
i size as part of the program to expand the
arters. The tables have been removed,
r and bar stools remain

Rooms Improved
Many of the cabins b

with bathroom facilties added.

room facilites are stee

been expanded
The bath-

“We sought (o retain as much of the .,u

atmosphere cor of the steamboa

bicr nd Muste, “out when his s appiied
¢ comfort and convenience we

854

New Boat Name

Bl Musier Photo

‘River Queen’ People’s Choice

The most-suggested name for the
teamboat now being built by the DE
QUEEN Steamboat Co. is River Qu

The $15.5 million boat, now under con-
struction at Jeffboat, Inc., Jeffersonyille, Ind
will be named prior to its

LTA

“Naming the boat s an important decision,
said Bill Muster, president of the Delta Queen

teamboat Co. “IU s the first vessel of its type
tobe bl i e g

T AT e
claborate and the most glamorous in the his-
tory of river steamboats.

The boat will include such features as @
swimming pool, a sauna, beauty parlor, cin-
emascope theater, automatic clevators and in-
divi
in each stateroom

dual sound and communications systems

The plea for help in naming the boat has
been extended to the public. Muster emp-
hasized, however, that the name of the boat
will not necessarily be based on the results of a
popularity contest

The sccond most-suggested name is Delta
Queen 11 followed by Delta Princess and
Mississippi Queen. Tied for fifth are the
names American Queen and Ohio Belle

Seventh is Delta
Queen, Spirit of 76, and M

King, then New Delta
ok Tyai
The name Liberty Belle is cleventh, then
City of Cincinnati, Abe Lincoln, New Orleans,
Robert Fulton, Grand Republic and
Constitution.
Thes abo b bern tappor (o the name
Lady Le Mrs. Leos ivan, US.
Congresswoman fron
of the House Merchant Mrl
Co St A e
Suted tae presen Delia Queen willremaln
1 passenger service at least through

Mis mmn i
¢ and Fisheries

—So Far

The name Natchez also has received strong
supp

Some names were suggested tongue in
eheek.

One suggested Em ner (master of the
Delta Queen) as the name for the new boat
while another suggested the boat be named
Betty Blake. (Betty is vice president and gen-
eral manager of the Delta Queen Steamboat
o hunlbes s tgsted (S TamRERE

Elvs, Another wa Musters Buster
Other names suggested so far include: Ohio
Belle, Stars and Stripes, Delta Belle, Delta
Consort, Robert E. Lee, Delta Princess,
Queen City Princess, Queen of the Delia, Mi
Dixie, Miss Scarlett, Southern Charmer,
River Belle, Mark Twain's Huck Finn, Prin-
cess Delta, Mark Twain's Tom Sawyer, Sam:
uel Clemens, American Queen, River Lady
Americana, Se The Whispering Belle,
Ohio Queen, Copl Exhibition, Delta
Lady, Conlennat Qucen and Super Queen.
John Fitch, Island Caste, Consiclk
Tallulah, Beauregard, Rhett Butler,
Meade, Delta Duchess, M
tury Queen, The Aquatic Queen,
of Aquas, Miss Regina, Gina Belle, River
Lady. Suilen Prid, Cncmnian Majestic
, Queen City Queen, Ciney's Favorite

Belle

o

Queen of Peoples, Alpha, Dove C

jasmine Jewel, Jasmine Brecze,
ze, Swance Lyric, Gay Gamel
Southern Crown, Delta Dawn, Mississippt
Belle, St Louie Belle, Mississippi Sojourn
River Sprite, River Nymph, and Emie Pyle.
Muster siid every name il be
xun\nh\ul He added, he "
ill is open 0
comes more suggested ‘L‘J‘
boat.




