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Decidedly were we in need of a naval ar;
mement. In 1794, five years
:fter the adoption of the Constitution and the beginning of our government,
ongress passed an act authorizing the building or purchase of six war vessels.

One of the first three ships built under this act was CONSTITUTION, named
for the great bulvark of our government. Mr. Joshua Humphreys, a talented
shipbuilder of Philadelphia, was the designer. He reasoned that the number
of ships the United States could support would be far less than the number
owned by European countries and therefore our ships would need to be Just so
mch faster and better. He combined the best features of the French and
English ships, and the excellence of his design is proved by the beauty,
strength and intrepidity of the CONSTITUTION.

CONSTITUTION was built longer and troader than the existing type of
frigate, and higher out of water. Her length over all was 204 feet and her
breadth of beam, 43 feet 6 inches. Her original tonnage was 1,576 tons.
She was heavily ballasted, and designed to carry a large supply of powder
and solid shot; her wooden tanks and casks held 48,600 gallons of fresh
water and there was storage room for six months' provisions for a crew of
over 450 officers and men. Her length and stability allowed for a vast
spread of canvas and great speed, so that she could always lead ahead and
was never forced to go into action but on her own terms, except in a calm.
Her log book of 1809 shows a speed of 123 knots.
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The live oak, red cedar, white oak, pitch pine, and locust,
she was constmctéd, came from states ranging from Maine to South Gar:i::a
and Georgia. The heavier part of her original battery came from Mary. e

d Connecticut. Truly she was & National ship, reared from the “ﬁ:nfum
;:d best of our virgin forests. No other nation “:2 113 :Ak :11115&}.: s ng.

t of the original ship exists;
Today only about fifteen per cen LT R
tored at various times, but it is o

:i:ebgfent;:ss:ip, which has virtually kept 1t together and made it possible

to restore and rebuild her.

Paul Revere, wh

1ts and spikes were supplied by

h st:si:se:fb;usthat hz could furnish them "as cheap as anyo%."r
the




