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U, 8. FRIGATE CONSTELLATION

;. On March 2Ty 179‘-‘, the President of the United States approved an

Act. of Congress euthorizing the acquisition of six veseels for the
protection of our commerce against the depredations of the Barbary
powers. These vessels became the frigates UNITED STATES, CONSTELLATION
CONSTITUTION, PRESIDENT, CONGRESS and CBESAPEAKE. Construction on them,
started under the direction of the War Department,, as the Navy Department
was not formed until Act of Congress approved April 30, 1798. The Act of
Congress approved April 20, 1796, authorized the completion of UNITED
STATES, CONSTITUTION, and CONSTELLATION, but delayed the building of the
other three frigates.

Designed by Naval Constructor Joshus Humphreys, the frigate
CONSTELLATION was built at the shipyard of Samuel and Joseph Sterrett at
Baltimore, Maryland, under the immediate supervision of Captain Thomas
Truxtun, U. 8. Navy, and Naval Constructor David Stodder. She ccst
$314,212 to build.

The keel of the Baltimore frigate was laid in 1795. She was built
b of live oak, cedar, and pine brought from variovs parts of the country.
CONSTELLATION was launched on 7 September 1797, the second of the new
ships to go down the ways. The dimersions of ¢! N as
originally built were: length between perpeandicu. ‘:t; breedth
of beam, moulded, 40 feet, 6 inches; depth in hold, 13 Zeet, © inches.

Principal mast and spar dimensions (as issued by the War Department
on July 18, 1794, for a 36-gun frigate) were:

Mairmast, whole length 93:'4::
Foremast, whole length 86‘2II
Missen mast, whole length 86'2
Arms
Main yard, whole length [}'O: t:én i'{(’”
Fore yard, whole length e 5’6{‘6" 3'2" o
) Cross-Jjack yard, whole leng &g 263/

Boweprit, whole length ; L SRR

Jlb-ioom: whole length L3te" {3

36 gups,
g6

3 . Firet planned for

TELLA' vas initially of 1,265 “ons o

CONS! engigg she generally cerried ?:8; origi.:alll(y 23821122

g largedsck anc,l 10 and 12 poundsrs on her spar oegix.:e Ber S0
gﬂohz;fﬁ:rs awd men. Her sailing qualities were 8

W
nicknamed her the "Yankee Race Horse . \h‘




