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She was a beautiful and modern
‘ship on the day she sailed from
Liverpool for Calcutta on her maiden
~ voyage. Honestly built, with the fin-
est materials in her hull and rigging,
er masts towered one hundred thirty-
" nine feet and she could carry more
- than a quarter acre of sail. By to-
~ day’s standards she was small, two
hundred seventy-five feet long with a
thirty-five-foot beam, but she did use-
ful work for sixty years.

Indian ports saw her for several
years—Trincomalee, Bombay, and Cal-
cutta. Later she made more than
twenty voyages around the world, in
the New Zealand-Australia run with
emigrants, returning via Cape Horn
with cargo.

As steam grew ever more dominant
on the world’s oceans, the tragedy
common to all the beautiful sailing
ships came to her. She had to take

The Iron Lady

By JOHN ROBINSON

pickup cargoes, often the hated coal.
Finally, she was purchased by the
Alaska  Packers Association. They
used her to carry supplies and orien-
tal workmen north each year to the
canneries, and to carry them back
with a load of canned salmon each
fall, In this service her name was
changed to Star of India, but with
no official christening,

By 1923 she could not compete
even in this trade. Steam was cheaper
even there, and windjammer sailors
to crew her were becoming hard to

find.

She escaped the fate of many of
her sisters who were cut up fo
scrap, but she lay forty years in San
Diego harbor, a rotting and rusting
hulk, before a Restoration Committee

was formed and money was raised to
repair her. The hull was still sound,
but much of the rigging and decking
had to be replaced. Old men who

knew sail were found as advisers, and

everyone pitched in to help, includ-

ing many man-of-warmen from San
Diego’s Navy vessels.

On her one hundredth birthday, as
part of a happy celebration, she was
officially christened Star of India. To-
day, operated by the San Diego Mari-
time Museum, she is open to all
visitors, There is good parking right
on the quay, and a token admission
charge, with half price for children.

Although no lo to
swing freely inl MLy S,
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