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By Millie Robbins
H]QY CAME By Sea” is a pictorial his-
of Bay. It is. not, as
or Jerry Mac Mullen states in the ,pr'ev
2 ~a"‘his\§0ry In terms of change-of-com-
i ceremonies or civie banquets.

It does not. tell about the social signifi-

| cance of the tuna industry, supply tables of

statistics on

cargoes or revenue from tide-
land leases.

i Rather it endeavors — to use Mac Mul-
len’s own words again — to plug up some of

. the holes left by those who in bygone years

apparently felt nothing of interest oceurred
from'the arrival of the seaborne elements of
Don Gaspar de Portola’s expedition in 1769
until the Navy began to fly  cloth-
and-bamboo aeroplanes on North Island.

(The book, published by the Maritime ;

‘Museum_Association of San Diego and the
Ward Ritchie Press commemorates the bi-
centennial of the Spanish explorer’s advent
in California and the founding by Father Ju-

' nipero Serra of the Mission San Diego de Al-

cala, first in what became a chain of 21).

O.K. If you crave statistics get them
elsewhere, or try to. Mac Mullen warns that
gathering material was not easy. No formal
port records were kept in early days. Local
newspaper files are indexed only 'th_rough
1879 and then from 1930. This eliminates
most of San Diego’s lusty days when the city
literally was brought in piece by piece an
sailing vessels and lumbering side wheelers.
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AJOR PORTION of the book, of
ﬂ/{:ugse, consists of the more than 290 old
photographs that give the flavor of life on
the waterfront of the once struggling llt}le
port, on through the years when it served the
entire Southwest as a large fishing and ship-
ping center, and as a Navy town.

ictures of all manner of venerable
umTéﬁdpme men who sailed them undoubt~
edly will give nautical buffs a charge.

¥ is so lively and
. t Mac Mullen’s text is so live
entél]'i;ning that even benighted landlu)'abers
who can't tell a sloop frorgm a scl}loo:;n)tggc
1y baffled by suc i
‘ti;fmsc:l:g{(e;g’{yarder and stuns’l boom will
find it enjoyable reading.
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s pter titled “pagt.
C Buck Boys from Out-of-Towrlx,’FforFi‘:t-

This concerns the slippery Yankee

A fascinating footnote to Richar

Dana’s classic “Two Years Before thz IA_\}I;:{X
1s contained in this section, On the brig Pjl-
&rim out of Boston, Dana arrived in San Die-
80 in 1835 (which, by the way, he pro-
nounced 1_;he best place for landing and taking
on hides in California) and later wrote about
his experiences.

“For generations Dpeople read that book
unaware of the fact that they had been
short-changed” wrote Mac Mullen. “It seems
that some pious busy-bodies edited ' Dana’s
work rather heavily, excising those passages
which had to do with the frequently sulphu-
rous diction of the Pilgrim’s people; various
fqrms/ of trick and devise while getting to
windward of the Mexican Customs Service,
and such touching scenes as the one of a
priest. coming home by burro . . . utterly
stoned.”

In 1961 Dr. John Haskell Kemble, histo-
ry professor at Pomona College, got his
hands on the original manuscript and the re-
sult is a two-tone volume. Printed in black is
what Dana’s squeamish relatives and friends
left in, while the hitherto expurgated materi-
al was restored in brown ink. LY

\ “Some of those brown ink passages are
lovely” observed Mac Mullen, '

ok Tk e

ARNS ABOUT smuggling — everything

from Chinese, cigars, and matches to
guano — down to the rum-running days of
Prohibition are given in the chapter aptly
headed “Hanky Panky.”

Tales of riots and roistering among the.
tars, blue jackets, railroad and lumber men
in Stingaree, the town’s dive-and dancehall
ridden counterpart of San Francisco’s Bar-
bary Coast, are told in “Sailor Trouble.”

Links with local establishments and per-
sons are numerous. For one thing many a
ship that figured in San Diego Bay’s back-
ground was built in these parts.

Then San Francisco capitalist John D.
Spreckels, who had extensive shipping inter-
ests, went to the area in 1887 and changed
the course of history. He built.t_he first long
wharf to handle heavy commodities, and soon
owned much real estate in downtown San
Diego, two daily newspapers, the street e‘ar
system, the Hotel del Coronado and the Coro-
nado ferry.
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