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INTRODUCTION

Every four or five years a strange compulsion overtakes historians
of local matters. 1It's called the Holy City Syndrome. The symptoms are
predictable: a vague interest in the strange little settlement's beginnings;

a curiosity about the philosophy behind its founding; and, finding these
gquestions rather easily answered, a probing into the personality and charac-
ter (or lack thereof) of "Father" William E. Riker , creator and founder of
the World's Most Perfect Government.

It is obvious from the material that follows that I have also fallen
victim to the Syndrome ... but not without a struggle. John Young, Evelyn
Gallagher, and Barbara Bailey Kelly, to mention only a few, have written en-
tertainingly about this wart on the nose of the Santa Cruz Mountains, and it
would be difficult to improve upon their work, not to mention that it would
serve no useful purpose to re-do what has already been so well done. Only
the addition of fresh material that adds to our knowledge of the subject would
justify another Holy City "study". For this reason I resisted the temptation
to tinker around with the Holy City story, although hardly a day passed that
I didn't pause to stare across the canyon of Los Gatos Creek to the location
of the former colony, watching it gradually disappear behind the lush growth
of acacias and chaparral.

It wasn't until I looked across the canyon early this spring and
realized that the two remaining buildings across the way were no longer vis-
ible, that I began to feel the first faint stirrings of the Syndrome. The
four-or-five year cycle was drawing to a close, and it was clearly time for
another local historian to investigate Holy City. To make certain that every-
thing was still there, I made the perilous descent via the Holy City Hill road
to the open dusty flat of what was once, fifty years ago, the Entertainment
Capital of the Santa Cruz Mountains.
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The old Riker house and garage were still there, almost hidden by
rank shrubbery and weeds, the wide steps flanked by a pair of cracked con-
crete urns. Across the road, the boarded-up remains of the Eagle's Nest bar
and the old post office still stood. I remembered the sly satisfaction of
mailing Christmas cards from there -- postmarked "Holy City". ("Where is it?
Is it anything like Santa Claus, Indiana?" Hardly.) An independent artist
maintained an art glass studio at the extrems: end of the long low building,
but he had decided that this was not a scheduled workday, so Holy City was
mine alone.

Across the 0ld Santa Cruz Highway, the turquoise stone wall was
completely hidden by mounds of dirt piled against it by a bulldozer. The
yellow lettering on the wall, now unseen, vainly announced: Holy City Min-
eral Springs. A trickle of spring water dripped from a high ledge into the
dark, stone-lined grotto -- Father Riker's spring was barely clinging to life.
But motorists still stopped here for a drink. The bottom of the grotto held a
collection . of discarded beer bottles and peppermint schnapps flasks.

In 1953 elderly disciple Stephen Rozum was asked by an interviewer
what fate awaited the decaying colony. He answered, “Holy City belongs to
mankind." Unfortunately for the failed experiment, mankind didn't want it.

- iy -



Barriga Approximately 6,000 words

THE HOLY CITY SIDESHOW

At the end of World War I the United States began a ten year
binge celebrating the beginning of a new age. Anything and everything was
possible. The world had been made safe by the War to End Wars; new inven-
tions and marvels came thick and fast. The automobile was now an attainable
dream for the average citizen, promising the delights of "touring"; movies
were better than ever -- the age of "“talkies" had arrived; dance marathons
helped burn off the surplus energy of Flaming Youth; and labor-saving appli-
ances gave families more time for entertainment. The time was ripe for the
con artists and street-corner hucksters to move in on the more gullible mem-
bers of the public and show them what to do with their new-found time and
money. _

Into this fertile ground came William E. Riker, who, several
years earlier, had conducted a triumphal tour around the country with his
mind-reading act. Riker, a handsome man in his late thirties, astounded
audiences with his power to receive "messages" through his nerves { a power
acquired = - through meditation in a wooded grove near Chico). The "Professor”
had an electrifying manner that attracted followers; he exuded self-con-
fidence and invited trust, especially from the ladies in his audience. As
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he toured the country with his mind-reading act, he acquired not only money,

but wives as well. In Colorado Springs there was Marene; when he touched
home-base in California there was Bessie Zettie, by whom he had a son, Willis.
Inevitably, he found himself in trouble with the San Francisco district attorney
on a bigamy charge. Gathering up his son and his belongings he departed across
the border into Canada, to give the situation time to cool off.

When the Prophet returned to his homeland in 1914, he had had time
to think matters over and develop a new philosophy -- the Perfect Christian
Divine Way -- and to give himself a new title: "The Comforter”. The new philos-
ophy was simple (as time went on and The Comforter expounded upon it, it be-
came increasingly complex and contradictory): all disciples of the PCDW were
"brand new" (i.e., born-again); white supremacy was the foundation of the
philosophy, and segregation of the races all-important. In order to achieve
this state of perfection it would be necessary for the disciples to band to-
gether and become a self-sufficient communal society. Gathering followers,
Riker stopped off in Minneapolis, where he met a like-minded philosopher with
an unfortunate nickname, Irwin "Crazy" Fisher.1 Fisher was to move in and
out of Riker's life, at times appearing to operate his own version of the
philosophy in Southern California, but he came to San Francisco with Riker in
1915, and the disciples set up a commune on Hayes Street.

San Francisco was in the midst of a World War and the Panama
Pacific Exposition, celebrating the opening of the Panama Canal; it had no
time to concern itself with a fly-by-night street corner preacher/bigamist,

S0 Riker's return didn't even create a ripple. A photograph taken at the Hayes
Street ouse shows Riker and Fisher flanked by their disciples, a group of neat-
ly dressed men and women, who efficiently divided up the work to be done. The
women tock care of the cooking, laundry, and other household chores, leaving
the men to earn money through their skills as mechanics, electricians, and
carpenters. All money was to be turned over to the PCDW, of course, because
The Comforter had a great plan. He would establish a City on a Hill, a
shining example to all who passed through. It would be built and maintained
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by the disciples, and presided over by an all-wise man, "Father" Riker. And it
would be called Holy City.

By 1917 the plan was beginning to take shape. With money contrib-
uted by the working disciples, and a generous donation of $3,000 from the sale
of some property owned by disciple Frieda Schwartz, Riker was off to buy 75
acres in the Santa Cruz Mountains, about ten miles south of Los Gatos.2 This
acreage would later be expanded to almost 200 acres. During the next two years
the disciples hauled discarded lumber, hardware, window frames, doors, stamped
tin ceiling panels, light fixtures, beveled mirrors -- whatever they could ac-
cumulate from their construction work around San Francisco. There was a lot of
material to be cleared away after the Exposition ended, and the great earthquake
of 1906 was only a decade behind them, still leaving much clearing out necessary
as the new construction took place. Riker set up a drayage business, and the
disciples went to work hauling this windfall of material 50 miles south to the
proposed site of Holy City.

Finally, in 1919, everything was ready for the move. By now, Riker
had begun to elaborate a bit on some of the regulations necessary to ensure a
more perfect government: disciples would be supplied with food, shelter, and
clothing, but all earnings would be turned over to the PCDW. They were free
to leave the colony at any time, but could take with them only their clothing.
The sexes were to be strictly segregated, and marriage was forbidden.3 Then he
proceeded to violate his own rules. Riker married Lucile Jensen in what might
be considered an "autumnal"” wedding, since he was 46 and his bride 45 years of
dge. When the Rikers and their thirty disciples moved to Holy City, the men
moved into the cabins they had built, the women moved into their guarters,
"Building No. 2", and newlyweds William and Liicile moved into a comfortable
two-story white frame house on a knoll overlooking the colony.

This arrangement seemed agreeable to everyone except Frieda Schwartz,
who began to suspect that the Perfect Christian Divine Way was not quite as
perfect as she had been led to believe. Frieda was furious when she and her
husband arrived at the new colony. They were separated and sent to separate
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living quarters; her children were taken from her to be cared for in another
building. After investing $3,000 in this new experiment in living, Frieda
felt that she and her family should be treated with more consideration. She
filed suit against Riker, charging him with embezzlement, grand larceny, and
acts injurious to the public morals. At the grand jury hearing Frieda testi-
fied that not only had her children been mistreated, but Riker had pressured
her into undergoing an abortion. ("Future Generations is Not the Wise Man's
Way", admonished a sign in Holy City). Furthermore, Frieda claimed, the dis-
ciples were not observing the rule of sexual segregation laid down by the Di-
vine Comforter himself. Agnes Jenkins, married to another disciple, testi-
fied indignantly that when she returned to the famity home in>San Francisco
one day she found the house stripped bare of all furnishings, and her hus-
band and Riker busily packing up the silverware. To add insult to injury,
her husband abandoned her and their baby and went off to live in Holy City.
Despite this damaging testimony, none of the charges were ever substantiated,
and the suit was dropped after Frieda committed suicide while hospitalized
with a nervous breakdown. 4

The resulting publicity generated by this scandal only served
to attract more tourists to this curious new cult located on the two-lane
highway between Los Gatos and Santa Cruz. And Riker was ready for them. By
the time the first chugging, overheated automobile ground to a stop in Holy
City the disciples had ready a gas station, a restaurant ("Good Eats at City
Prices"), a comfort station {"Free 18 Seat Comfort Station"), a mineral
spring, and two print shops, busily turning out pamphlets extolling the
Philosophy. Furthermore, they had plans for a dance hall, Z0o, grocery store,
butcher shop, bakery, movie studio, radio station, and observatory, to mention
only a partial list of projects.

The visitor approaching Holy City during the Roaring Twenties
had his senses assaulted on all sides. Garish billboards adorned with trum-
peting angels and cartoon-like figures proclaimed: "Welcome to Holy City--
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Headquarters of the World's Most Perfect Government". Loudspeakers blasted out
the latest hit songs of the day. Larger-than-life Santa Clauses stood along the
sidewalk, hands jammed dejectedly in their pockets, their chests bearing the
message: "Holy City answers all questions and solves all problems." Everywhere
there were signs; the age of advertising seemed to have sprung full-blown from
this freak show designed to separate the tourist from his money. During this
period Holy City was attracting a $100,000 a year tourist trade.5 There was
something for everyone. Counseling: "See us if you are contemplating marriage,
divorce, or suicide"; Refreshments and entertainment: a large billboard above a
row of miniature churches (actualfy peep-shows) proclaimed: "Where There's Life
There's Acme -- Dietetically Non-Fattening Beer." Above this, farther up the
hillside, a sign on the observatory urged: "Come Up Here and See Something Mag-
ical, Educational, and Terrible." Two 14-inch telescopes -- open every night for
visitors -- provided a look at the moon for twenty-five cents; for another ten
cents the visitor could become the proud owner of a lunar lot. If all this has
a vaguely familiar ring to it ("Where There's Life There's Bud", for instance),
it perhaps only serves to show how advertising has served our society very ef-
fectively for many years. One shudders to think what might have happened had
television been available to Riker,

Not to leave any stone unturned when it came to publicizing the
wonders of Holy City, Riker studied the technique of a true master of the art
of flim-flam. Down in Southern California Sister Aimee Semple McPherson was
holding forth in the grand style of the ancient Roman circuses. Her staged
spectacles featured swooping angels, terrifying devils that burst upon the
stage in puffs of smoke, "wars" between the forces of Good and Evil, and con-
stant appeals for money -- readily supplied by her captivated audiences.

Riker himself could not resist Sister Aimee's appeal; he donated $10,000 to
her cause, although disciple Joe Albert, printer and business manager for the
colony, had serious doubts about this largesse.6 Albert's job was comparable
to that of a toothless watchdog. He tried to prevent The Comforter from be-
coming the victim of his own delusions of grandeur, but he lacked any real
authority. Occasional policy meetings were held at Holy City, but Riker held



- (SUOT3RI [0) [R12RCS
L) ees *97)

AQOBAdIAT
H04 ONTHLIIWOS

0343440 ALID ATIOH

SInox | pliop auy, Ajan

wy1poyd

uwmie Jjdoad 20w 9y M Ay

Nssas WuYD) ey smesp weop
v

H JHL 81 ADVH ALIHM FHL

A tumnp eyl Avd o Hesodun 31
nY Pl g w Jpey asay) uay) diay
- IAYTe MY IO A0 3G O saIRUNLI0)
MY YMmym 3w s i wioy Bureg
4 s u) UENRUNULIRIP 01 punos

-
apdee

B Lo

¢ ud .zE_..:u Wpaapulhe ry ipa pui panl .-.II (19
i wipuand v oje] paLm] 8 8 Y . pee
UM 0] RINOA Plow ) 1 {[ua Jou "Fuee) s oWy BqIRg W

Y LT WG YR anotr my =]
¥ PAQERIP (B Ju; uolleles an

f

t
L &
[T T By A3 T LIVEE 53
£310nb jou A 3 FHq s
e #v ‘alhureq

RALSAS TTHVHEOM PU¥ NV aoommdﬁm LOHAHH]
V LON SI L1 JACHd NVD AKO ANV 41 ‘GEVAMTYT 00014

“sAMTE} ® pum JuMmiMfoddesp Bupsuaw
2w sweLs pur suwpd Iayio e 133)134 Juad 1ad paspuny
e puw JuaIyp ‘feutdue ‘mau sy uwd |yl CewONE)
10 JOWIPA0T) IWOIIG | PNOYS UOHINIIND Qyuy Ind M | YITYM
amd Mol Py Am muedsa uumjod Jynafpied sy

s1dodd pojqesia pue LPION IV 304
UL BOYSUSS AMON 5,301 T WEINTM

SINOX Sf PIFOAA YL APPAn)SOd

ﬁ |

_

S




(SUOTID9[[0) [RIDRAS Zru) equeS *3°N )

SVYLINVS S, ALTD ATOH M3IIA SLSIANOL




Barriga 6

all the winning cards. 1In 1926 he filed Articles of Incorporation, assuring
the disciples of lifetime occupancy rights in Holy City, but all the property
was in Riker's name.7 As long as Riker upheld his guarantee to provide food,
shelter and clothing for the disciples, they carried out their promise to
work for the Philosophy and support the colony out of their earnings.

Riker could not begin to equal Sister Aimee's spectacular produc-
tions; compared to her three-ring circus Holy City was a small-time sideshow,
but a lucrative sideshow, nonetheless. The Comforter cast about for new ways
to entertain the steady stream of tourists. He bought a limousine which had
the distinction of having once been owned by General Jack Pershing, and the
disciples, who seemed to abhor an empty space, covered it with scriptural
texts and quotations from "The Wisest Man on All the Earth” (Father Riker,
naturally). The limousine attracted quite a crowd whenever The Comforter
journeyed to San Jose on business and parked it on a downtown street§ In
1929 Riker applied for a license for a radio station -- the second license
granted in the state. Before long, mountain residents fortunate enough to
own radios could tune in Father Riker delivering rambling discourses on white
supremacy and the evils of international bankers. Since the disciples were
not too familiar with the technical problems of operating a radio station,
KFQU regularly wandered off the assigned frequency, to the annoyance of lis-
teners who were not interested in the philosophy of the Perfect Christian
Divine Way. Complaints were made to the licensing authorities and after
two years of operation KFQU's license was revoked, leaving Holy City with
another eyesore, the ramshackle wooden transmitting tower. But there were
always other attractions. |

The Holy City Observatory was built on the hillside near the de-
funct radio station, and disciple Joseph Witzick became Holy City's official
astronomer. Witzick was a German immigrant, naturalized in 1915 while he
was living in Los Angeles. Since Irwin Fisher had spent ten years in Los
Angeles before returning to Holy City, it is quite possible that Witzick found
his way to the colony through Fisher's recruiting efforts. Next to the Ob-
servatory on the hill was the Holy City Zoo, a small wooden building housing,
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according to one long-time resident of the area, "two monkeys and an old
sick tiger."9 For those who preferred their entertainment down on the main
street, there was the "Museum of Philosophy", housed in a front room of the
Riker home, the restaurant {advertising chicken pot pie and coffee for twenty-
five cents, and "Celebrated Pea Soup"), the Sunshine Soda bottling works, a
souvenir stand (in the old post office building hauled from the nearby com-
munity of Patchen), the titillating peep-shows, and the dance hall. Although
children didn't figure into the PCDW scheme of things (no babies were ever
born in Holy City 10), Riker didn't count them out as a source of income.
As soon as Neilsen's Eatmore Creamery in Los Gatos opened its doors to the
public Riker was its first customer, and ice cream became another reason to
stop off at Holy City on the way to or from Santa Cruz. This of course ne-
cessitated building an ice storage plant, but the disciples were up to it, as
usual.

Disciples came and went over the years. In 1929 the number of
"true" disciples had dropped to sixteen, from the original thirty who set-
tled in the mountain colony ten years before. But there were some who found
their niche in Holy City and stayed there. Irwin Fisher, after a ten-year
absence in Southern California, returned to the colony and worked as a mech-
anic; Joe Albert and Stephen Rozum ran the printing shops. Rozum had studied
for the priesthood in his native Poland, but left the Church because it could
not satisfactorily answer the questions he raised about its doctrines. When
he came to the United States he became interested in Hinduism until he heard
Riker preaching on a San Francisco street corner and joined the Brotherhood.
Emil Reichsteiner ran the Holy City barber shop; Fred Rommel was an electri-
cian; Joseph Witzick was in charge of the Observatory, and Arthur Landstrom
acted as clerk in the community. The disciples referred to themselves as
the "Brotherhood", and essentially it was an all-male group, with the excep-
tion of Miss Winifred Allington, who stayed on as a disciple to the end, keep-
ing pretty much to herself and finding companionship in the company of her
fifteen cats. "Mother" Lucile undoubtedly could also be counted as a member
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in good standing of the PCOW. Since the Brotherhood had foresworn marriage
the number of women in the colony became limited to those who were among the
original members, or those who might have been attracted to the Philosophy for
other reasons. Their numbers never exceeded three or four in the later years.

As the decade of the Twenties played itself out, Riker continued
to direct the carnival in the main tent while the disciples worked behind the
scenes. The Comforter had the print shops run off some advertising cards that
could be handed out to the tourists, in an attempt to interest them in the
philosophy of the Perfect Christian Divine Way, and one such card must surely
have attracted some interest when Riker promised that "...you are going to see
only the White Race people Fly through space without any machinery in proving,
White man's Supremacy." However, the tourists were never as interested in the
Comforter's ideas as were his faithful disciples. A number of them were im-
migrants from northern Europe, and came to this country with only their skills
as a means of earning their livelihood and getting ahead. They were drawn to
William Riker like moths to a flame. He seemed able to convince his followers
that all things were possible if only they would embrace his Perfect Christian
Divine Way philosophy and trust the all-wise Father to look after their wel-
fare. Holy City frequently has been described as a "religious" colony, but
no church or temple was ever built by the disciples in their city. "Ritual
was never a vital factor in Father Riker's philosophy", said one writer11and
Riker himself frequently railed against "Churchianity", his term for the rit-
uals employed by conventional Christianity. The PCDW was a philosophy, not a
religion, and Holy City was a secular cult, founded on racism and a cynical
pandering to the baser elements in human nature.

Riker's background had prepared him well for his future role. He
was the second child in a family of six children, and the oldest son. His
father, Daniel Riker, a former Confederate soldier, came overland to Cali-
fornia in pioneer days and settled in Oakdale. William was born in 1873,
and later spent three or four years in school at Oroville, his only formal
education. He was seventeen when his father and clder sister died, both in
the same year, leaving his mother to care for four younger children. When
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she remarried two years later, William left for San Francisco, where he soon
learned the art of living by his wits. He held a variety of jobs: waiter in

a hotel restaurant, necktie salesman, mechanic -- whatever came to hand. He
became interested in "spiritualism", and soon discovered that there were easier
ways to make a living than waiting tables or repairing broken-down machinery.
He knew from his days as a salesman that he had a persuasive style and a brash
self-confidence that was attractive to some people. With the impressive title
of "Professor" William Riker, he set himself up in business as a palm reader.
The Professor must have been pleasantly surprised to find out how gullible the
public was, and how easy it was to separate them from their money simply by
telling them what they wanted to hear. Palmistry, however, had its limita-
tions -- the clients had to seek him out, so his range was necessarily limited.
Thus was born the traveling mind-reading act, the precursor of the great side-
show to come.

Since he was in the business of living by his wits, Riker studied
his subject -- people. He knew their fears, their ambitions, their prejudices
--whatever it was that made them tick. He found that people wanted security;
they wanted their jobs protected; they feared the threat posed by minorities
who undercut them by working for low wages. During this period of the early
Nineteenth Century, there was an ugly undercurrent of resentment against the
Chinese, as well as a residual anti-Black sentiment among older Confederate
sympathizers who had settled in California after the Civil War, bringing
their prejudices with them. Riker had grown up in the home of a former Con-
federate soldier, his own father; and he undoubtedly found himself in compe-
tition for work as a young man in San Francisco with Orientals who didn't
consider a waiter's job beneath their dignity. Anyone who could convincingly
promise a life that would provide financial security and protection of the
White race from the encroaching minorities could attract a following.

By the time Riker returned to San Francisco in 1915 after his
precipitous flight to avoid the bigamy charge, he was 42 years old, exper-
ienced in the ways of the world, and ready to test out his latest idea, the
Perfect Christian Divine Way. Since the PCDW philosophy was based on the
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insecurities and fears of its followers, they had to be provided with a
strong leader -- a father-figure, a "Comforter" -- who was wise enough to
know what was best for his disciples. The price of this protection and
guidance was obedience and financial support. There was never any possi-
bility of Holy City turning into another Jonestown, as Robert Hine suggested
in his California's Utopian Colonies, because it lacked the religious fanat-
icism of the People's Temple. Holy City was a tourist business, a shabby
Knott's Berry Farm, that grew out of the age of advertising and automobiles
and drew from the various media -- the press and radio -- for its sustenance.
The advertising attracted the attention, the automobile brought the tourists,
and Father Riker collected the money.

Even as the country slipped under the gray tide of the Depression
in the 1930s, Holy City continued to provide its special carnival of enter-
tainment for the summertime beachgoers. Then an interesting phenomenon occurred.
The population of the colony began to increase, at one time reaching 300 people.
But these were not disciples. They were the wandering jobless, the tramps and
hoboes, who came across Holy City in their search for food, shelter and work.
Disciple Stephen. Rozum recalled that during one dark year of the Depression
the Brotherhood served 42,000 meals to transients. They were allowed to stay
overnight, or longer, if they had no place to go. An hour's work would "buy"
a meal, and the old movie studio served as a dormitory]zRiker had hit on the
idea of a movie studio when Holy City was still in its formative years. The
idea was perhaps not as bizarre as it might seem now. Back in the early
1900s the Essanay Film Company, led by its co-founder, "Bronco Billy" Anderson,
located in Los Gatos to make a cowboy movie. For interior scenes they used
a roofless structure behind the old Lyndon Hotel, but when it was necessary
to shoot outdoor scenes they moved a few miles up Los Gatos Creek Canyon to
the small settlement of Alma. Another filmmaker, on the other side of the
summit of the Santa Cruz Mountains, used Boulder Creek as a movie locale in
1917, so it probably seemed reasonable to Riker that Holy City might attract
some Hollywood money, especially if it was prepared to offer a ready-to-use
studio. The sunshine and drier climate of Southern California won out
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over the rugged canyons and redwoods of the Santa Cruz Mountains, however,
and the Holy City movie studio was never used for its intended purpose.

While the disciples fed the unemployed, Riker worked on his
solution to the world's problems, which were definitely on the increase.

In order to bring his ideas before a wider public, he decided to run for
Governor of California in 1938, the first of four such campaigns. Accord-
ing to a newspaper article, “Riker's plan of perfect government calls for
state control of banking, pensions for all aged and disabled persons, dif-
ficult marriage and easy divorce, and government employment to eliminate
unemployment.” 13 It sounded good: but the article didn't mention that the
plan applied only to Whites -- Orientals and Blacks were prohibited from
owning businesses under the Riker Plan.

Riker was not content just to challenge local authorities with
his controversial ideas; he sent telegrams to heads of state and wrote let-
ters to Germany's Chancellor, Adolph Hitler, whose ideas about racial puri-
ty struck a responsive chord in the Comforter. But here was the most pre-
posterous contradiction in Riker's strange, convoluted philosophy: while he
wrote letters to Hitler, he was searching for a Jewish Messiah who would
unite Gentiles and Jews into a master race that would rule the world. At
one time, according to his nephew, Riker became converted to the Jewish
faith, although he was not certaim that his uncle's conversion was ever
formally confirmed. 14 Whether formally confirmed or not, there is a photo-
graph of Riker wearing a hat with the Star of David prominently displayed
on the front.

Obviously, logic was not one of Riker's strong points. His
philosophy constantly shifted ground to accomodate his changing arguments.
When logic lost ground he resorted to bluff and bluster, as in his intro-
duction to a treatise titled “"The Final Wisdom and Understanding for You":

"Riker, who is the Founder of Holy City, says when

you are dead you are plumb dead and He can prove it,

and any other teaching contrary to this is only an

ignorant gulling scheme to hold people over while

they are enjoying propagating the race and living in
ignorance and their Churchianity superstition.™
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A Special Message to you from Holy City, California, and
What We Must Now Have in this World is Explained

No. 1. Is a NEW INSPIRING GOD for ALL PEQOPLE

No. 2. Mystically speaking, GOD must now become active in this world.
No. 3. Whenever the Great White race people cease aciing erazy, it is only
then, that they will become the NEW GOD of this world, for all other people
No. 4. The power of money through the money-lords will soon be displaced
with a greater power, which is the true solution to our problems, advocated
enly at Holy City, and also you are going to see only the White race people
FLY through space without any machinery in proving, White man’s Supre-
macy.

No. 5. If you doubt this statement, come to Holy City and we will prove all
of these things to you.

No. 6. Remember, the Political, Racial and Spiritual Philosophy of Holy
City is the Salvation of this World, and Don’t Forget It.

Signed. THE COMTORTER

Headquartiers of the World's Perfect Government
HOLY CITY, CALIFORNIA

( Courtesy of Wilma Thampson)
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Women seemed to pose an especially knotty problem for Riker. His feelings
toward them were ambivalent, but , possibly based on his past experiences with
them, he generally believed that they caused a lot of trouble. In the
same philosophical treatise he wrote:

" Woman's greatest worth is either to worry a man
into Hell or praise him into Heaven. If she does
neither she is worthless to you."
Perhaps giving the reader a glimpse into his own marital situation, he con-

tinued:
"'Man is naturally happy but is eternally miserable

for the reason of trying to make some woman happy."

But while Riker was engrossed in spreading the word of the Per-
fect Christian Divine Way, the rest of the world had lost interest and was
moving on into a new era -- World War II was suddenly upon them. That Riker
didn't recognize the changes that had taken place became painfully evident
to him in 1942. The FBI had been keeping an eye on Riker and his strange
doctrine of racism since the start of the war; and when a group of sailors,
stopping by Holy City to take in the sights, were advised by Riker to lay
down their arms and refuse to fight the Nazis, they reported the matter to
their commanding officer. The officer, feeling that Riker's advice certainly
didn't contribute to the morale of his men, passed this information on to
the FBI.

On October 29, 1942, Chief FBI Agent Nat Pieper and his men
swooped down on Holy City and took Father Riker into custody. They gath-
ered up fifteen boxes of evidence and announced to the press that some of
his pamphlets described Hitler as "a second Martin Luther, freeing the peo-
ple from the ownership of the international bankers." Had the government
agents looked down the street from Riker's home, they would have seen the
Holy City limousine -- parked on the sidewalk -- with a sign on the top:

" $500 to the First Person to Bomb Tokio®
-- but this would only have served to further confuse the issue.

Riker had unwittingly stirred up a hornet's nest of fervent
patriotism and strong anti-German sentiments by mixing his philosophy into
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the explosive war-time atmosphere.. The closing statement in ane: news article
showed just how sensitive the times were to people who appeared to sympathize
with the enemy: " ...[Riker] was born in California and is of German descent."
This was certainly a far cry from Eugene Sawyer's impression of Riker when he
interviewed him for inclusion in his History of Santa Clara County in the
early 1920s: "Mr. Riker stands firmly for Americanism and the upholding of law
and order.”16 Riker was charged with thirteen counts of sedition and faced a
possible sentence of 100 years in prison.

When the local lawyers hired by Riker wilted in the face of these
monumental charges and advised him to plead guilty, he fired the lot of them
and went in search of a bigger gun to use against the U.S. government. He
found his defender in the person of San Francisco lawyer Melvin Belli. Belli
was amused and challenged by the case. He made no pretense of trying to un-
derstand Riker's philosophy, and described his 68 year old client as "a windy
old geezer" with "a mouth like a torn pocket", but he took the case. Perhaps
it was Belli's belief that World War II was being fought "to allow any man to
preach any crackpot ideas he wanted -- to anyone”!7or perhaps it was the $5,000
fee paid him by the Comforter, with the promise of an equal amount to be paid
if Belli won the case, that inspired the defense. 1In any event, Belli pulled
out all the stops, and according to the King of Torts, had the entire court-
room -- including Riker -- reduced to tears during his summation. "I myself
did not weep," said Belli," but I have never underestimated the power of tears
in the courtroom." Evidently the Wisest Man on All the Earth did not under-
estimate this power either.

The jury, confronted by this pitiful, befuddled, weeping old man,
acquitted Riker on allthirteen counts. Once outside the courtroom, surrounded
by the press and the photographers, Riker got a grip on himself and reverted
7 type. As Belli tells it,"...Riker was so grateful that he named me his
“second typical God' (whatever that was) in lieu of the second $5,000 I thought
I had coming." Warming to the occasion, Riker then promised the lawyer "a
seat in my Kingdom of heaven and that is far more emolument than a paltry

15

$5,000 -- mere money!"
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But money was the name of the game, and Belli firmly declined
the offer of future bliss for the more immediate reward of his earthly fee.
This prompted Riker to file suit against Belli, claiming that the lawyer had
defamed his character by continually referring to him as a "crackpot" during
the trial -- never mind that this very defense got him acquitted. Belli
countersued his former client and got his fee. "So it goes," Belli philo-
sophically concluded as he pocketed his paltry five thousand dollars.

It appeared that 1942 was not a very good year for the Perfect
Christian Divine Way. Just two weeks before Riker was taken into custody
serious trouble had erupted in Holy City. “Murder in Paradise!" announced
the October 14 issue of the San Jose News. After thirty years of brother-
hood and cooperation something went wrong. Disciples Arthur Kastner and
Joseph Witzick, the astronomer, were at work constructing ladders to fasten
to the sides of the wooden buildings in Holy City. Father Riker ordered this
work as a civil defense measure, in case Holy City became the target of Jap-
anese bombers. Any roof fires resulting from a bombing attack could be more
readily extinguished if there was quick access to the structures. The fact
that there were no fire hydrants in Holy City didn't seem to be a consider-
ation. Needing another ladder for their work, Kastner and Witzick went to
borrow one from Irwin "Crazy" Fisher. For some reason this request caused
Fisher to fly into a rage. He refused to give up his ladder, and when the
other two disciples persisted, Fisher picked up a crowbar and repeatedly -
struck Witzick over the head. Kastner ran, but seeing that he could not
out-distance Fisher, turned to defend himself and was also struck down.

The commotion attracted other disciples who managed to subdue
Fisher and lock him in a nearby cabin. They summoned an ambulance, but
Witzick died two hours later at the County Hospital. Kastner recovered
from his injuries and later became a witness for the prosecution during
the trial. During all the excitement Fisher managed to break out of the
cabin and escape into the nearby maze of canyons. Sheriff Emig organized
d posse to huni down the escaped murderer, but they had to call a halt
when darkness made further searching impossible. After ten hours
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of wandering around in the cold October night, Fisher finally realized that
Holy City was his only refuge, and returned there around midnight to give
himself up. wWhen told about the murder, Riker said that he was %oo shocked
to discuss the matter. Kastner, asked during the trial to describe Fisher's
appearance at the time of the assault, answered that "something very ferocious
seemed to overtake him." Fisher himself seemed dazed and repentant after all
the violence. "I'm sorry I did it," he told Sheriff Emig. "I would rather have
taken a beating myself than to have done this."” 18

Fisher had no previous criminal record, and after changing his orig-
inal "not guilty" plea to “guilty of manslaughter" he was sentenced to five
years at San Quentin. In two and a half years he was eligible for parole,and
it was granted, on condition that he stay away from Holy City. He moved a few
miles away from the colony on Summit Road, where he spent his time writing
philosophical treatises and called himself "Father Irwin B. Fisher, Metaphy-
sician". Many years later a reporter sought him out for an interview and
described him as a man who commanded respect and had "a certain toughness".
He had developed a self-sufficiency during his long exile from the Brother-
hood, but he still held to the Philosophy. He handed one of his treatises to
the reporter as she was leaving. One paragraph spoke of man's purpose on earth
as being the expression of"Life and Purification through our Sacred Bodies, here
and now, on this Earth, while we are living and have the Sacred Privilege.
Never mind the soul, that is God's business".19

Just as the automobile brought prosperity to Holy City, the auto-
mobile took it away. In 1939 construction began on a more direct highway to
the coast which by-passed Holy City by a scant quarter mile, but it was just
enough to upset the delicate balance of the declining tourist trade. An added
blow came with the war-time rationing of gas and tires; people had to save
their gas coupons to get to work, so there were fewer and fewer cars out for
pleasure drives. Formerly carefree beaches were now patrolled by the mili-
tary, watching for enemy subs. The fun and games attitude had changed to the
grim business of fighting a war. Holy City sat in the backwash, the empty
streets a forewarning of what lay ahead.
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In a final bizarre effort to attract tourists, Riker proposed to
construct his own Colossus of Rhodes on the crest of the Santa Cruz Mountains.
It was to be a heroic-size statue of a beautiful woman -- large enough to
contain twelve elevators.20 Fortunately, this idea never got out of the plan-
ning stage, but it did remind the public that Riker was still up there, alive
and well. In the meantime, he continued to enter the gubernatorial races reg-
ularly. He filed four times in all, but never received more than 14,957 votes
when he cross-filed in 1950, his last campaign.

"Mother" [ucile died at age seventy-six in 1950, stricken with a
cerebral hemorrhage on the Fourth of July. She had spent her entire married
life of thirty-one years in Holy City. Two years later, a count of the origin-
al disciples showed that their numbers had dwindled to twelve -- nine men and
three women. They were growing old along with their city; most of them were
now in their late 70s and early 80s. The Comforter himself was seventy-nine,
but that didn't stop him from putting up a billboard proclaiming to the trav-
eling public that he was the only person who could keep California from go-
ing "plum to Hell", because he alone held the only True Solution.

Not to be left behind by the younger generation, Riker added a
Lincoln Zephyr to his automobile collection ( some said that he owned a fleet
of six Cadillacs), and spent his weekends traveling around spending money
that Joe Albert vainly tried to control by appealing to the local bank to -
stop payment on Riker's checks.Clearly, Holy City was going to need an in-
fusion of money and new blood if it was to survive.

In 1946 a Hollywood director-producer- film editor (he was de-
scribed as holding all of these positions -- and more -- by the newspapers)
turned up in Holy City, looking for a film location. 21 Nothing came of the
visit, but ten years later, Father Riker bethought himself of this incident
and contacted Maurice Kline about coming back to Holy City -- not as a pro-
ducer-director (although the prospect of Hollywood movie money wasn't to be
ignored) -- but as the Jewish Messiah , who would unite Gentiles and Jews
and achieve Riker's long-time dream of a master race. Kline thought the
matter over, consulted his attorney who advised him to get everything in
writing in his dealings with Riker, and agreed to come to the New Jerusalem
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in exchange for one-half of the acreage held by Riker. In return for the
approximately 93 acres, Kline agreed to rejuvenate the decaying colony and
make it a paying proposition once again. He talked to the remaining seven
original disciples still living at Holy City, and on March 16, 1957, they
signed an agreement with him:

"We agree that the transfer of one-half interest
of Holy City from William E. Riker to Maurice
Kline {was] done with our consent."

Considering the fact that the 1926 Articles of Incorporation granted the
faithful disciples only the right to food, shelter, and clothing and as-
signed all other assets to Riker (ie., property and income from businesses),
this agreement with Kline wouldn't appear to carry much legal weight. Wheth-
er they approved of the transfer or not didn't really matter.

In June Kline delivered the coup d'etat to Riker. He obtained
a second deed for the remaining acreage of Holy City for $64,000. Riker
was in a Los Gatos convalescent hospital at the time, recovering from a
broken hip. While driving around San Jose the month before he ran a stop sign
at Stockton Street and The Alameda enc was broad-sided by a college student.
The police cited him for violation of the right-of-way and dispatched him to
the hospital.

When word of the sale reached Irwin Fisher up on Summit Road, he
filed suit against Kline in an attempt to evict him from Holy City, claiming
that the sale was illegal because Riker had no right to dispose of land that
rightfully belonged to the disciples, including himself. Kline had never
heard of Fisher, and said that the only disciples he was dealing with were
the ones who had signed the agreement: Joe Albert, Stephen Rozum, David
Capps, Arthur Landstrom, Emil Reichsteiner, Fred Rommel, and Winifred Alling-
ton, who had been appointed spokesperson for the group. Kline included Riker
as an "original disciple", a bit of a come-down for the Comforter, but at
least it made him eligible for the promised payment of $8,000 to each disciple
that was later decreed by the court.

Kline's San Jose attorney, interviewed twenty years later.after
all the legal maneuvering, admitted that "Kline had no outside money to give

the disciples outright, and never brought in any outside money". 22 But,
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having won the disciples' support and taken over asbusiness manager of Holy
City, he began to check out the books. Attorney Faber Johnston continued:
"Then Kline started asking, 'What happened to the money from 1915 to 19597'

Of course Riker wouldn't tell Kline anything, and no one could find Riker's
assets because they were all well-hidden." A few assets were not so well-
hidden -- the expensive cars, the small bag of diamonds reportedly carried by
Riker, and, according to Attorney Johnston, "a suitcase full of federal gold
certificates" -- not to mention the private plane Johnston claimed Riker owned.

The plane was supposedly piloted by Riker's son, a bricklayer who
lived in Weaverville, but according to a long-time resident of the area who
knew Riker, the plane was owned and piloted by Elmer Bailey. It made its
flights out of Reid-Hillview Airport in San Jése. One strange incident involv-
ing the plane occurred when it landed on one of the few level areas in Holy
City and was unable to take off again. (Perhaps it was at this point that
Riker became the owner of a private plane.)} After being partially dismantled
the plane was stored in the garage behind the "Opera House", the large two-
story building topped by a cupola, located at the end of the street?3 Riker
may have had in mind another tourist attraction, but the grounded plane was
soon forgotten.

Riker's famous mind-reading powers seemed to have temporarily
deserted him, but after mulling over what had happened since the Messiah's
arrival, they returned to him in full force. The Wisest Man on All the Earth
realized that he had been conned out of a piece of real estate conservatively
worth $250,000 by a slick operator he himself had invited to Holy City. When
the full impact of this financial disaster penetrated, Riker filed a two
million dollar suit against Kline in February 1959 to regain title to the
property. But the proverbial Riker luck failed, and Attorney Johnston suc-
cessfully defeated Riker's claim of fraud.. Holy City had passed out of his
hands, and even the faithful disciples deserted him. Five of them filed suit
against Riker in 1958 to find out what had happened to "thousands of dollars
in cash and realty" accumulated by the Comforter since the colony began its

operation in 1919.24 There was a feeling among the disciples that Kline treated
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them better than Riker ever had, especially since Kline gave them a share of
all the assets he turned up. The sleight-of-hand artists and legal jugglers
had now moved into the sideshow:; but the old carnival barker was getting tired.
He was 86 years old and losing his grip. All that saved him from being evicted
from Holy City was a court ruling that allowed the disciples the right to live
in Holy City for the rest of their lives.

Kline had already begun the systematic destruction of the old build-
ings. The Observatory and the long-abandoned zoo were the first to go, followed
by the old radio station in the "clean up, brighten up" program proposed by
Kline to remove health and fire hazards. The mineral spring and the curio
shop/soft drink stand were to be spared, however. Farther down the street, the
Holy City Bar was taken over by Joe Albert, and Stephen Rozum the printer and
Emil Reichsteiner the barber continued their buysinesses. The restaurant under-
went a name-change and became "Poor Richard's". The other printing plant was
now operated by James Wood,a friend of Riker's who had also been involved in
the lawsuit against Kline. Wood published The Holy City Clarion on an ancient
press housed near the Opera House. Several of the other businesses had been
leased by non-disciples who operated the garage, gas station and restaurant;
and of course the Holy City Post Office, opened in 1925 with Father Riker as
its first postmaster, continued in operation.

Riker stayed on in his house on the knoll, surrounded by the
wreckage of his city and the personal mementoes of past times. On a wall
in his "Museum of Philosophy" was a collection of photographs surrounding the
oval-framed picture of "Mother” Lucile. It was an unlikely grouping: Marilyn
Monroe in a low-cut gown, George Washington, Adolph Hitler, and Abraham Lin-
coln. Beneath the photographs a small sign stated: "Everyone is good in some
way." In Riker's mind this was probably no more illogical than his choice of
a location for Holy City. He had frequently prophesied the coming destruction
of the world by a devastating earthquake which would consume all men -- ex-
cept Jews and Gentiles -- and then went ahead to build his city practically
astride the San Andreas Fault.25

But now the final destruction began. The first of several fires
in Holy City was reported; it was discovered about ten o'clock one morning
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in the Comfort Station by a mountain resident, and did only minor damage, but
it was only the beginning. In July of 1957 a larger fire occurred, which
destroyed almost a third of the remaining buildings, including the "Mystery
Hall™. As the bulldozers pushed down the old wooden buildings and the dust
rose into the air, the people who had invested in small businesses in Holy
City began to wonder how long it would be before they, too, were bulldozed

or burned out of operation.

There was a brief Iull in the fire reports, until August 31, 1959,
when a fire broke out that destroyed the two-story building housing Emil
Reichsteiner's barber shop, the printing shop and the ice storage plant.

The Los Gatos-Saratoga Times Observer reported:"The building dated back to the
1920s. It was topped by a cupola and was a conspicuous landmark." All that
remained of the print shop was "the charred remains of the presses. ... It
contained a rare collection of old type faces, in addition to much printing
equipment.” According to a resident of Holy City at this time, no melted

lead was ever found in the burned-out print shop, leading to the speculation
that the type faces had been removed before the fire. This fire had been re-
ported by a barber shop customer, about ten o' clock in the morning. When
Kline was contacted about the fire, he estimated that the damage was about
$50,000 , and said that he was not covered by insurance. The newspaper noted
that water had to be brought in to fight the fire “as Holy City has no hydrants."

The residents of Holy City organized themselves into a safety
patrol, led by gas station operator Robert Clougher, to keep a look-out for
fires and vandalism in their disappearing city. But two months later on Oc-
tober 29 another alarm was called in at 9:04 in the evening, and seven fire-
trucks responded. The old garage behind the Holy City Bar burned to the
ground, as well as the plumbing supply store. By now a spokesman for Kline
was ready to give the press some background on all these fires “of Very sus-
picious nature", as the State Forestry Ranger described them. Kline reported-
ly had received threats by telephone and mail that Holy City was the target
of an arsonist. The day before this fire he received another call warning
that unless everybody got out of Holy City within two weeks the settlement
would be burned. Both the sheriff and the fire marshal were advised of
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the threats, but the arsonist evidently decided not to wait. "I don't care
if 1 go to the penitentiary for life," he reportedly told Kline during one

telephone call.26

The arson squad began checking on the whereabouts of a re-
cent resident of Holy City, and four days later, after another fire had been
set in a brush pile near a house where seven men were sleeping, they arrested
printer James Wood, who had been a member of the Holy City safety patrol. Un-
able to prove the arson charges, investigators had to release Wood, but the
fires stopped.

By now Kline probably realized that whatever plans he might have
had to spruce up Holy City were pointless, and it was at this moment that At-
torney Johnston and some business associates offered Kline a way out of his
dilemma. They offered to buy the acreage themselves, Since Kline was unable
to obtain a clear title to the land and owed substantial legal fees after all
the lawsuits of the past three years, he accepted without hesitation. The
H.C. Corporation, as the group called themselves, took over in June 1960 and
Kline left for what he undoubtedly hoped would be a more peaceful life in
Minden, Nevada.

California began to experience a population explosion in the
latter part of the 1960s, and real estate values appreciated rapidly. The
H.C. Corporation found itself sitting on an undeveloped gold mine at Holy
City, and they began to look around for ways to capitalize on their invest-
ment. History was on the verge of repeating itself: The H.C. Corporation
proposed to create a "commercial park™ at Holy City. Once again the bull-
dozer was hauled in, and the remaining buildings, with the exception of the
old gas station and Edmonson's Garage at the foot of the Holy City Hill road,
were leveled. A new flimsily-built building housing a bar, the post office,
and space for a store, was hastily constructed, and across the road from
the old mineral spring a bright purple cylone fence enclosed a redwood grove.
Bit the Corporation experienced difficulty in obtaining a use permit for their
proposed recreational area, especially after local residents objected to the
very real possibilities of increased traffic in the area and the danger of
fire. When residents in the area suggested that the purple cyclone fence
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was somewhat less than aesthetically pleasing, a spokesman for the Corporation
commented: that the developers might consider camouflaging the eyesore -- with
poison oak.27 Finding their plans for commercial development stymied,the de-
velopers then offered the acreage to the county -- for $600,000 -- but this plan
also hit a snag when a member of the County Park Commission was found to have
a vested interest in the property. If Riker was paying any attention to this
shell game, he might have figured out that the land he sold in 1957 for $68
an acre was now priced at $3,000 an acre, but he probably didn't care to dwell
upon the matter.

Riker had spent the last few years in and out of hospitals and
rest homes as his health declined. Upon returning to his home after one such

period he was enraged to find that someone had stolen his picture of Adolph
28

Hitler from the Museum of Philosophy. In 1966, at the age of 93, he announced
to the six remaining disciples and to the world at large that he had converted
. to Catholicism. A minor uproar ensued upon receipt of this piece of informa-

tion. The Divine Comforter was on record -- many times -- as preaching against
the evils of "Churchianity", and at one time considered flying to Rome{whether
with or without mechanical assistance was not clear) to straighten out the Pope's
doctrines. This was the final blow to the Brotherhood. Riker had sold their
land and businesses out from under them, grown wealthy as a result of their
labor, and now he had renounced the Perfect Christian Divine Way philosophy
that held the colony together. "I have been intelligently converted," he said.

Not one bit abashed by his betrayal, Riker took his case to the
local newspaper, and in a letter to the editor, in a column appropriately
headed "Rage, Reason, and Reaction", answered his critics:

"The biggest question answered: how and why were you
converted? After six years of deep spiritual medita-
tion and in a hospital sick spell, the Catholic nun-
nery nuns inspired me into all these herein printed
reasons.

If any person on earth can show me in error, °
I will recede. Story will continue."

29

. Here followed eleven points on Riker's concept of the Catholic Church's
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teachings. Then he concluded with his usual bombast:

"Join the Catholic Church and Forever You Are a Real Christian."30

Not long after this Riker's nephew was appointed his uncle's con-
servator, and since Riker needed care he was again placed in the first of sev-
eral rest homes. His irascible personality made him a difficult patient, and
he was moved from one nursing home to another because he upset the other pa-
tients.31Eventually he ended up at Agnews State Hospital, where he died De-
cember 3, 1969, at the ripe age of ninety-six.

Just three months before Riker's death, disciple Stephen Rozum
died, and the remaining discipleé began drifting away from the wreckage of
Holy City. They were elderly and without families; only a few had relatives,
but they hadn't seen them for yeErs. In 1970 Wally Smith, a reporter for the
ventura County Star, came to Holy City to do a story. He found two disciples
still living there, Harry Reynolds and Joe Albert, who had moved into Riker’'s
old home. "Five of Riker's disciples survive him," Smith wrote, "all in their
late eighties or nineties. Wally Stovell has moved the PCDW to San Jose. Here
he conducts periodic religicus gatherings next door to his TV repair shop."
Robert Clougher,{not considered a "true" disciple by some) who had written letters to
the San Jose Mercury News on subjects ranging from morals and world government
to nudism and health foods, was, according to Smith," /23 evicted from Holy City
in 1957 because of his involvement with the National Nudist Colony.“325mith‘s
date may be off by two years, because Clougher was mentioned in an October 29,
1959,news item as being the organizer of the Holy City safety patrol. In any
event, Clougher moved away, over the summit, to live in Felton.

Another long-time disciple, Arthur Landstrom, died of a stroke
while arguing about the PCDW philosophy with a stray tourist who had stopped
at Holy City. Joe Albert refused to give out any information about the col-
ony or its leader to Smith, and a few years later moved to Manteca to live on
his brother's ranch. After reporter Smith left, Holy City relapsed into its
usual somnolent state, which was not disturbed for another four or five years,
when a slow news day came along and another writer stopped by to do a Holy
City story. All that remained of the colony was the old garage and the Riker
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home on the knoll to mark the site of The World's Perfect Government.

In 1980 the only surviving disciple, Irwin Fisher, was ninety-eight
years old and still living in his small house on Summit Road. He had never
taken part in any of the lawsuits against Riker (his suit was against Kline),
nor received any money from the settlement promised to the disciples. He de-
scribed his_former fellow-philosopher as "a very unusital man. He was a meta-
physician.” = Fisher had out-lived them all; a little, wizened old man, in frail
health, whose only companions were his nine cats. Although Fisher had come to
terms with his isolation he kept a television set in the house -- his win-
dow on a world that he seldom ventured out into. The world of the 1980s must
have seemed a strange, confusing place to him with its computers and missiles;
but two things he surely understood about modern life: corporate take-overs
and television evangelists. Past experience had prepared him for them.

The Holy City story is a strange mixture of comedy and pathos, the raucous
sideshow atmosphere of its early days standing in stark contrast to the quiet
abandonment of its last years. It ended with a small group of ancient disci-
ples clinging to a way of life and a philosophy that was no longer viable.

In fact, the Perfect Christian Divine Way was headed on a dead-end road from
the beginning. It was founded on racism, separation from the mainstream of
society, and a belief by Riker and his disciples that their generation repre-
sented the apex of human development, therefore there was no need to consider
future generations. Holy City held together as long as it did because of its
leader's magnetic personality and persuasive abilities.

Once Riker began to really believe the strange philosophy he ex-
pounded, he put his foot on the downhill path. He fell victim to his own
hoax and became fair game for the very con artists he had outsmarted for years.
The old fox was finally run down; and with the loss of his "city", he was just
another crazy old man sitting beside an abandoned road, peddling pamphlets to
the occasional passing motorist. But for a blazing twenty years, while the
tourists and the money rolled in, he put on a sideshow that proved a sucker
is born every minute.
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“By THURE GUSTAFSON -

John Hanson was born 1715 at
Mulberry Grove in Fort Tobacco
Country of Charles County,
Maryland, The family was suffi-
ciently comfortable to glve him
an English education, and he was,
"trained : in the ways of the
colonial planters’", Handsome as
well as prosperocus, he married
beautiful Jane Contee, - herself
descended from a distinguished
family. Her ancestors, French,
Huguenots, had fled religious
persecution in their native land,
Mulberry Grove was near Hoe's
| Ferry, the mostpopular Potomac
| River crossing, and at his plan-
tat{on, Hanson kept open house
for the more elegant travelers,
There he entertained political,
business, military and social-
leaders of the states, among
them a vigorous soldler/sur-
veyor planter 17 his junior, who
j was named George Washington,
l  No -doubt about it, Hanson
| ranked high in the Maryland
Establishment of his day. Almost
yearly, from 1757 until 1781, he
served in the Maryland House
of Delegates. In 1771, ‘he was
deputy surveyor for Fredrick
County, a burgeoning area to
the west. Two years later, at.
.the graying age of 58, he did a;
puzzling ° thing. He pulled up
stakes and took his family to a
new home in the Fredrick Coun-
ty. Maybe, he was atiracted by
the prospects of new industry,
Iresh land for diversified crons
or the speculative possibilities
in a rapid growing area,

Had arrangements been made
for his removal at Maryland
legislative sessions, perhaps
j even at meetings at Mount Ver-
non? Certainly, "it appeared
timely to have an older, wiser
head leading the political af-
fairs of the new and growing
west', And it seemed the way
had been prepalred for him.

Within months of his arrival,
Hanson was presiding 2t most
of the public meetings in Fred-
rick County, He was almnst
immediately returned from that
County to the stale Hovse of
Delegates.

In the altermath of the Roston

A mm om waw'

Distinguished John Hanson Kept “Open
House™ . For:Distinguished Travelers .

Tea Party, chaired a mass meet-
ing that received support of New
England City and suspension
of import/export business with
England unt{i Boston was re-
lieved. He served as county trea-

surer’ and was commissioned

by the Maryland Convention to
set up a gun lock factory. His
adopted county also sent himtoa

""General Congress' at Anna-

polis which became a Convention
and dispatched delegates to a
""General Congress'' of the Colo~
nies. After the Battle of Con~-
cord, a '"Committee of Obser~
vation'' was set up to rule Fred-
rick County until a state govern-
ment was formed in 1777, Witk
his ‘gldest son, Alexander Con-
tee"Hanson, he was a member,
And Fredrick trusted hispatrio-
tism and discretion to such an
extent that he was given blan-
ket election to "'any provinsial
convention” that might be form-

ed.
John Hanson visited the Mary~
land troops camped in New
Jersey to encourage re-enliste
ments and spearheaded the rais«
ing of two companies of troops
te be sent to Cambridge, Mass.,
outside British occupied Boston.
He did more. Too old himseif
to fight, he gave his sons to

-the ‘eayse. - :

Alexander served for atime as
Washingtons private secretary.
Peter, a lieutenant in the Mary-
land line, was killed at Fort
Washington in 1776. Samuel a
suegeon with George Washinge
tons Life Guards, died in 1781,
of battle connected illness. Aside
from Alexander, they were his
only sons to survive infancy,

In Jupe 1780, following the
election by the Maryland Legis-
lature, Hanson took a seat in the
Continental Congress, and was
reelected in 1781. :

With Daniel Carroll, a fellow
Maryland delegate, he had the
honor of signing the ''Articles
of Confederation”, - by which
act the confederation of the
United States of America was
completed...." The words came
from the Journal of the Con-
gress itgelf. The following No-

(Turn to page 4)
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The California VECKOBLAD (news)
(A Swedlsh/Nordic/American NEWS)
4967 Melrose, Los Angeles,CA 90029

3 ocals 8aY..
"From Father RIKER's early radio
station broadcasts in 1924AD t1ll
the late 1930s era,JOHN HANSON
was referred to "...,as the REAL
first president! which shook-up
educators/politicians/scholars
who clalmed and taught otherwisel
-»edn fact, the guestlons ralsed
by RIKER (via radio), prompted

£ .
JOHN HANSON MANOR HOUSE, MULBERRY GROVE, MD,

& legal measure to outlaw RIKERs
'wild' Radlo Station call-letters
but, RIKER took it to Federal
Court{which determined that the
State of California could NOT
pre-empi{ nor over-rule an agency
of the Federal Government, which
assignedyregulated broadcasts)eta
(see(?)'35 Merc.NEWs/related info.)

Hubert Horatio Humphrey on the
presldential tours{guoted RIKERs
above comments re: JOHN HANSON)
sesand the mis-information being
taught In schools & accepted as
factual/truth! There was such an
uproar internationally, that the
USPC had to lssue a post-card...
"HANSON...PATRIOT! Educated
forelgn students were aware of
above situations historically and
"lavghed" at American-born who
were ignorant of their nations
true political/cultural history!"

{over) >
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(Continued from page 1}

vember 5, he received another
high honor.... Congress un-
animously elected him io the
presidency.

Though he was old and tiring
fast, his administration racked
up one major achievement after
another,

The Great Seat of the United
States was adopted, the concular
system and a stndard currency
‘established, the postalsetup fir=
thered, the countrys first cabinet
. formed, Hanson authorized ex-
ploration of lands and signed the
proclamztion of the first Thanks-
giving (the last Thursdayin April
17¢2) which was set aside for
" rasting, Humihation and Pray-
Qn.q-

It was John Hanson who
adressed George Washington
when he came to Independence
Hall after the Victory at Yorks-
town, T ,

In the spring of 1722, after his
66th birthday, Kanson found the
executive load almost too heavy
to carry. Congress assembled
without him, and his fellow Mary-

researched book,
ou; first presi-

Eo:no:.wEw
*"John Hanson,
dent*'.

A team to find the burialplace

of John Hanson, was led by
Luthern  minister Rev. Alan
Freed from Dundalk, Md, Freed
is the leader of a movement to
have John Hanson recognized

over George Washington as the
first president as history so

plainly reveals.

Mr. Freed has interested se-
veral Coengressmen to pursue
this goal, which many believe,
will be the ultimate goal., Rev,
Freed says he does not think
the absence of a body for an
additional matiopnal tomb will
affect any chance he and others
might have of getting the Mary-
lander declared the first presie
dent.

On June, 1776, ''after many
meetings, many questions, many
words™, a set of resolutions
proposed that the delegates be
allowed to vole lor independ-
ence. o
*A politician but not an ora-
tor'', John Hanson spoke only
one word on the subject, but if

*These resolutions oughtto be
passed and it is high time'".

They were passed, and amonth
later  Maryland’'s  delegates
jnined those from the other colo=
nies in founding the United States
of America. .

When all is said and done, and
sufficient information given to
the people, it will be agreed

_that John Hanson was indeed the
first President of United States.
-Thure Gustafson.

A ———————— i ———
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were educators,

cholars surprised,
stery

was the last word of the de-
bate'. The tall rather solemn
locking man with a prominent
nose and the beginnings of a
double chin rose slowlyand said,

o SR e . ¢ | lander, Daniel. Carroll, was
' - . JohnHanson. ..« Uiei o St f named to preside in his aosence.
 First in the presidency and last in the hearts of his no.;&QEm...w. However John Hanson signed all’
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