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Preface

The histcry d Missicn Santa Clara is a lurg one which refleds ccurage and

dettrminatior in the fam of advasity. Sne it's inryticur, the histcry of this

prmperq"ls missicn has heen ccrnplicated by floodq firq and earths*es. Yet

despite these ccnvulsive wents, Mssicn Santa Clara de Asis has thrived and is cne

cf the most zuccessful missions in Alta Califcrnia

-1-



Frcrn the First Idea to the First Cross

In Septembr d 1W6, Vicmcy Bucardi cf Mecim wrote a ldter to Dott

Fsnando Fjver4 ccrnmanding cfficer at Missisr San Dego, infr:mring him that he

had leamed that two missions had besr founded in the vicinity d the Bay cf San

Franciscn Since Bucareli had prcnrided Rivera with military guards, he wrote that

he wa.rld be pleased to have a rryrt cn the missicns' PrqJress.l

Upcn rereiving the message frcrn Bucareli, Rivera kgan his jcurney to the

San Fhancism area and afts many days arrived at Mmttrey, where he was dismayed

to learn that cnly cne mi*sicm, the Mission San Franciscq had been founded.

Affinpanied hf Father Tqnas de la Pen4 who alcng with andhs priest had been

appcinted to puform the religicus duties c* the expditicn, Rivera mntinud ncrth.

ftr their journry they came upsl a spct near the scmthern tip d the San kancism

Bay and were awed by it's nafural beauty and lmatiffl near the Guadalupe Rivs.

Th*y dedded to retum there in the near future to build the secrmd missim that

Vi*.$r Bucareli had heard was already ccrnpleted.z

The missicn was txrilt to serve as a defs:lse measurq, to guard against British

cn Russian om.rpation of overseas Spanish latd. Up* ccrnpletion, the missiur at

Santa Clara wsuld be the eighth missim in Califcrnia with the fird hing at San

D[%o
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On January 72, 1777, the fcundatian fm Missicn Santa Clara was laid.s Priests

planted a crGS sr this site and made an arbcrr to ssve as a tenporary church. All

the plans fcr mnsfrudicn wtre finalized and thry waited for the arrival d Father

Jme Mtrrguia frcrn Mcnterey with the gmds, cattlq, and tmls. In a ferirr days

follcnnring the q'ettisr of the cross, Faths Murguia joined them with the nesessary

paraphanalia for their settlement, and cn January 78, 7777, the frymal cmemony of

fcunding Santa Clma Missicm took place. * This was the firct white seLtlement in

the munty. From this point the valley until then known as San Bernmdino,

became the vallry cf Santa Clara

The drurdr was justly called Father Murguia's drurch because he put his very

heart into it. He wcrked with the lmal hrdians to mdd the addre bni*s, tum and

dry thern, ffid lay then with precisicn to build the mmt beautiful churdr he m.rld

imagine. He lo*ed fcrward eagerly to it's dedicaticn, hrt or May 77,7784, Father

became ill and died.s Father Junipero Serr4 president cf Califcrnia Missicmq whc

had mme up frcrn lcmrm Califcnnia to San Francisco tr: visit sfine cf the missions

and hdd confirmaticm, had recattly retumed to the city after a visit tq the Santa

Clara Mssicn. So enfeetied was he by age that when the distressing neu/s cf Faths

Murguia reached hirq he was unatjle to attend the funeral. He was ahlq hr:urever,

tc go to the missisr fcr it's dedicatsy cerernonies that tod< place on May 76, 7784.

Assemtied to witness the imposing scene were many citizers, trcryq and a
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large number d unchristened Indians. On the fallcnving Sunday, Mass was

cdebnated and Father Serra alsoheld his cmfirmaticn.
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Origin cf the Mission's Name

The qpcf seleded fcn the Mssion Santa Clara was drmen Qr Juan Baufista de

Anza. The missicn rereived it's narrte frcm Father Francisco Palm in the memory

cf Saint Clare Saint Clare was bcm in the year 1193, and at the age cf nineteen

heard Saint Francis speak. l*Vhat Clme heard mmred ha deeplY, and smn thermfter

she entered the Csrvent d Patiuncula where she was later joined by h* mdher

and sists. Clare established a "seccnd Ords' whidr ncruv bws hs namq it's

mernbers are called, "The Pocr Clmes". Saint Clare was a gifted missimrary and

mmt capable administratcn. Yd while hs life sffil became a model of ptdy,

#ience, and devoticn to wcrh she is also rsnernbed as an e(ample of wit,

drarftl, and beauty. t€ss than thrre years dter her death in 1253, Clare was

canncnized by the Rcnnan Cathdic Church.o
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The Various Sites cf Missicm Santa Clara

There is scrne ddrate cnrer where the uiginal missistt (frunded in 1777) was

located, but none cmrerning it's fate At the time of the missicn's original

fu.rnding, the site was at the edge cf the then pnincipal camping and fishing grounds

fcn the lmal tribes. The Indians called the area 5*cr:-is*u-ka, meaning Laurelwood.

The first rnissicn d upright sapling lrys ddnked with a day and mrth rocf,

provided a peaceful beginning to the missicn and gave the Franciscans a chance to

win the dwcticn cf the lmal Indians. The site was named Santa Clara de Thamein,

fcr the laurel trees abcut it. It was locatd about 1,300 fed fron the Rio Guadalupe

waters and the westernly bank d the surface Mssion Creek. Here it remained fcr

two years until it floodd in January 7W9, fcncing the padres to resdtle temporarily

in a seccnd churdr while a third, rnore FerTnanent drurdr d thick addre walls muld

be finishd. W}rsr good weather returned, the third mnplete mrnpcund of drurcll

bruilding+ and ccrrals was h,rilt on highm and drier grcmnd nearly 4700 feet furths

south again cn Mission Creek's west bank. This missicn was fcnrnded on Ncvemk

9, 1781 by Father htft.rrguia Badly damaged by an earthquake in 1812 and 1818, the

third missicn was unsde and suffered ineparaHe damage from a sharpa jdt in

1822 that forced the padres cnce again to ahandor the drurdr and mcnre to a fcmrth

strucfurg tonpo'arily, fcn a feu/ years.T
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A strurga'fifth drurcJr was ccnskucted in 1825, this mle knornrn as the Santa

Clara Missicn Chur*r. It was dedicated August 71,7822. This almost cantury old

strucfure had withstmd San Francism's 1906 earthquake but was mmpletdy

destrcyed by fire on Octcher 75, 7q26. Mmy pidess relics and decraticns were

burned, induding the historic altaq, the dd recordg the altar rail and santuay, the

dd odagcnal pulpit and the Indian wmd carvings. The wood carvings cn the altar -

angels hearing flambeux, ffid statues of saintq all the work c# the Missisr Indians,

were lmt. Also destrcyed were two cf the histcnic missiol Hls, the gift cf the Kitg

cf Spain in early missicn days. Two d these bdls were cast in Spain in 1798, the

third in 7799; the Hl that esca@ damage in it's sixty-fcct fall frsn the Hfry , bears

the Latin inscription "Ave lvlaria Purisima, Santa C'wE 1798".s Nct ererything was

dmtrcyed, many prnceless histcrical altar ornamsrts wrye saved and thme have

been reinstated in the nsr $150,0CI0 steel and concrete reproduction d the Missicn

Churctr {the third cfrurch built}, in the fmrth drurch which was begun within a year

after the firg and steadily pushed to cmnpldion.

The sixth and prresent mi ssion @an m 7927. It was cnrrpleted in time fm a

dedicatisr cn May 13, 1928, at whidt Ar$bishcp Edward J. Hanna of San Francism

dficiated. Kirg Alphcnrse XIII d Spain pnesented the missicn with a nsru Hl crn

whidr translatd rmds "Alphcnse XII!, King d Sp"itl genmcusly durated to the

University d Santa Clara of the Society c# Jesus the bell in cnds that by the scmnd of

the bell, hslor might be paid daily to the Blessed Virgin".r Thebdl was dcnated to
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rrylace the cne whidr was givan ty Charlm IV. The Kingis Bdl, as it is knaurq

was mffint tn h rung each enrening fu the srr.rls d the duputt*{ a rerninder, alsq cf

the Franciscans that fs.lndd the drurdr ad the Jesuit fathm who follcnsed them.
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Relaticms with the Native Americans

At first the missicn did nct prosper, fm the Indians wtre nct attraded in any

number. It tmk a great deal d time fcr sorne tribes to undsstand the new way of

life dfsed at the mission sren thrrugh aftm they came to the missicn thry wene

always prmdded with food, dcthing and shdter. In rdurn fcr thesq, the Indians

agreed to drserve Spanish customsi take instructisr in Christianity, and to wcnk for

the mission.

Clrristianity was the main suqd taught in the missicm s*aol. Indian

drildrffi attenM dasses in Cathdicism at least twice daily. As a result of all the

rdigicus influenm, mcre than 11,000 bapisms were prfr:rmed.ro The

missianaries at Santa Clara also tzught bcth Indiffi children and adults hcnv ta read

and write in Spanish. The missicnmies or the skilled workers hired, tauglrt the

Indians suctr trades as bilacksmithing candle making leather working, weaving

wine rnaking, and wr:r:dworking.

Activities in the missisl f dlowed a regular schedule. The day began with the

ringing of the churdr bells summcning everyone to drurch. The missioraries often

ccrnbined these services with festivals and with cmemr:nies for kirths, baptisms,

marriages, ffid deaths.
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After the msning se'vicq, the Indians ate beakfast and went to wcrk. They

then had lundr at nour, enjcryed a two horr rest and ther worked sevsal rncil'e

hours. Afts dinner the krdians san& danced, m played. During planting cn

harvesting paiods, the mission Indians wcnker sevsal extra hcmrs each day and

had little time fcn recreation. This way of life was an trrotmmrs change from the

less crganized Indian way of life hefore the missionaries arrived.

Amding to missim recmdg the nearby Indians wtre friendly, but indined

to greed and thievtry.1l Their first mistake was to kill so{ne cf the missisr

soldiers's mules. A runner carried this news to the presidio in San Francisco which

sent a detadtment at srce. On their way to the missiott, the sddiers spctted the

}rdians in their villagq, feasling sr the meat cf the mules On attnnpted capture,

the Indians hid in the brush and shct vdleys of arrstrrs at the soldiers who then

rdaliated killing three Indians and capturing scme of the leaders.iz The sddiers

tmk the ring leadss to the missior ard flqged them, but despite the harsh

punishment the Indians smn resumed their theivery. Some sddiers assumed that

to them it must have only been a fascinating game to see hcnnr mudr thqr cculd steal

without beirg caught.m

$rrs the yearq many Indians acceped and adjusted to the daily routine of

missior lifg while cthers disliked fnllcruuing a sdredule arrd resented the loss cf

pmsonal freedryn There were also many tribes that nevs became part d the
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mission life. The missisrtris cfteri tried to keep dissatisfied Indians at Santa Clara

Missicm by cffering them gifts m special privileges Scrne missicms anen gave the

Indians a tw+week vacation evtry five weeks.t+
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Early Prmperity

"W.e srtered a muntry I little ecpected to find in these regicns. For
almmt twenty miles it muld be wnpared to a park which had criginally been
planted with the true dd English oak; the underrryood, that had probably
attained it's early grannrth, had the alrFeartrl€ cf having been cleared away
and had left the stately lcrds of the fcrest in mmplete psssessicn d the scil,
whidr was ccArered with luxuriant hmbage and beautifully divssified with
pleasing eminences and valley+ which with the ldty ranges cf mountains
that bounded the prmpect required cnly to be adomed with nmt hab{tinns
cf an industrious pryle to produce a sene nd infericn to the most studied
effed cf taste in the diryosal cf grcnrnds"

"It (Missiur Santa CIara) is situatd in an extsrsive ferlile plain,
the scil cf which, as also that of the surrsunding muntry, is a rich Hack
produc*ive mold, zupericn to any I had seen in America"

-Captain C,eorge Van Ccmvs
Nonr.Z0, 7792ts

The droice cf the general area for the new missicm was fcntuitcms and

Mssior Santa Clra prospred frcrn the start. It attracted a la'ge body d crrrvsts

and became nne of the four most populous missiors in the drain.ro In 1790 Santa

Clara Mssion stood third in the nurnber of ccnverts and in 1800 it had the largest

pryulatior (7,2471cf any d the Franciscan missicns.rz

Just three years before the establishmert cf the Mssicn San Ime de

Guadalupq, June 77, 7797, the eastsn shores d San Francisco Bay were so little

knmvn that the missicnaries at Santa Clara petitioned the cs,rmandante at San

Francism fcr pe-mission to go into these lands in seardr d ccrnverts. Th*y pointed
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stt in Ncnrernbm 1794, that trr account cf a drought that year and ccnsequent

shortage d fmd, it ws.rld not take mudr tn perzuade the Indians to ccrne to the

missisr. rs Their request was rdused, the cmnmandante reascning that the cruntry

was "almmt unknown, the natives perveffie, and the adventure tm hazards.ts."tq

The evsrtual site in Santa Clara Valley was a fstile spd, and despite a shakqr

start, the young missicn had smr harvested an ahrndance cf Peacheq pears, figs

and grapes. Harvests d grain wtre also fruitful and the missisr raised a large stod<

d cattle. It is thcmglrt that the native Indians were Fftaps drawn by the atundant

crops. Because of these bo,rntiful harvests, missisr life was very successful fry cvs

fifty years.

Water was all imp:r'tant to the missicn as it was nded to irrigate mcps and

to pncnride for the missirxr peope and animals. Thsefcre priests designed and

engineered magnificient irrigatiur systans at mmt cf the missiors.zo All

ccnstrucfiqr d these systems was dute by the skilld missicn Indians.

Unfortunately, with the enrentual decline d the missicn came the lms of the

rydrards and the livestock. Nevstheless the c"iginal dive trees and rme ga"dens

still thrive

The missiffl's sucffis derived frsn a ccrnbinaticn d favoraHe factors. The

unequal climate and rich sc$l mntrih:td to the ahttndant crops The lscal Indians

wtre friendly and many affilated themselves with the missicn. The real key to
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Santa Clara's succesq hcnnrwer, was the mmpetffice cf the padres who directed the

cperation with resourcefulnss and zeal.zr
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Relaticnship with Puehln San Inse

Althcnrgh the Santa Clara Missinn prcpd for many years, it was hampered

hy an uncsrfcntable relationship with the pueblo cf San |ce that was founded the

same year as Santa Clara Missicn. The settlers' cattle mingled with those belcnging

to the Missicnr Indians and there wtre disputes over the rights to the water in the

Guadalup Fiver.zz kr timq, the irritations were settled, Lmt cnly #ter several years

d frictinn.

Father Catala of the missicn helped alleviate the situatian by linking the two

ccmmunities tr:gethu with a fcur-mile raad knswn as the Alameda. The Alameda

ccrsisted cf a triple rcnnr d blark willcmr trees whidr bcrderd the tw*way road and

prcnrided the wcrldly residerts rf Pudelo San Jme with a dirert rcmte to salvatical at

Mission Santa Aara.zz In the missicm's Frime, the Alameda was cftffi a

kaleidoscrye d cds, with grcLlps d peryle attired in satin and silks, riding their

fine hcrses jcnrming to the mission drurdr cn fundays. This l*g avenue

eva'rtually became San Jme's most popular prunanade.
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Design and Deccnation uf the Prmert Missian

What small bits remain d the dd missicm are ncnftt found near the centm of

the beautiful campus cf Santa Clara Univmsity lmated in the city cf San |me The

present mission drurdr is the sixth cf Mssicn Santa Clara's churches. Some efftrt

was made to design this newest church, b.rilt in 7928, in the manner of the 1822

churdr whidr it replaced. Across the skeet, in front cf the pnesent ctrurdr, is the

original tall crms of 17T1. It's old wood is ccnrsed with redwacd to protmt what

remains of it.

The facade cf the drurdr is concrete and stucm. The designs and picfures

whidr were cnce painted on the 1822 facade have berr recreatd on the facade as

false pillars and real niches filled with real statues" Over the entrance dms stands

the figure d Saint Clmg patrcness saint d the dd missicn. To the right cf the

dws is a Saint lohn the Baptist statue To the left is Saint Francis cf Assisi. These

statues are carved frcrn pearwood and came frcrn Germany in 1931.2a At the try 
"f

the facade is a triangle symbolizing the Hdy Trinity.

The rmf d the facade is tiled with 12,000 criginal tiies from the 7tr)2 churctr.zs

These tilm had been rernsred frcrn the churdt in 1862 when the dd ctrurctr rort'

began to sag causing the rmf to leak. These tiles, hand made by Indian artistanq

were stcred in a wardruJse when a nsAI rocf cf wocd shingles was put cn the
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church. Farrtunately, their presen€ in a wardtcuse saved the tiles frcrn being

destrc5red in the 1926 fire. These old tiles were replaced back cn the rmf whsr the

church was rehrilt in 1928.20 Here missicn histcrian and sdldar Father Arthur D.

Spearman describes the tiles:

"Their patina bespeaks their age. kne, mcre ydlornr and scfter, seelrl

to.... date frun 1798. Others, redds and harder, were fired in preparaticn fsr
the fifth Franciscan church during the 1822-1825 building period."zz

Attacfred to the ldt d the facade is a lcrw bell tcnA/er holding fcur bdlg cnly

cne d whidr is miginal. It is dated 1798 and caffre from Spain. Two d the criginal

hells melted in the terrible fire cf 1826. New bells wtre rmast frcrn the miginal

metal. The fourth bell was a gift frcrn King Alphonse XIII cf SFuit in 1929. zs The

king sent the hell in hcrrcr cf his ancestcr, King Carlc IV, who sent the three

cniginal bells to Santa Clma Missicn in the late 1700's
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Missicm Gardens

Olive trees planted by the first padres still shade the rernaining ad# walls of

the original cloistss. Here in this garden survives mcre cf the criginal flora than at

that cf any cthr rnission.zs The ddst gfapevine in ncnthern Califmnia and three

"fan" palms date back to 1822.

Mssiorr Santa Clara is particr.rlay ncted fcr it's beautiful rose garden

ccnsisting of mler 5,000 individual plants. TWo roses--"Cabbage Rse" and

"Castillian Rmd'-- have been in the garden frcrn the days cf the old missict:l.30

Father George Shanm, "Padre d the R.ffies", calne to Missicm Santa Clara in 1939

and hrmrght with him his famous mlledim cf rrees. These were added to the

already famcus garden and placed in a special secticn.
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The University cf Santa Clara

Santa Clara Missirm was one of the last missions to be zubjected ta

secularization. The blsru came in 1836 whsr the missist wanted to sepmate from

the Franciscan crder. As a result cf secularizaticn, the Indians were badly abused

and their lands and cattle wtre qui*.ly dispersed to the winds. After the Ammican

mupaticn, the lands wtre partly returned to the drurdr whidr thm furned them

cnret to the fesuit Ordm. The Jesuits were educatcns and intellecfuals who used the

missirrr for use m the seat nf a mllqge Classm bgat in 1851 and the mllege was

drarterd by the state four years later. It is norru the Univssity of Santa Clara.

Earthquakes during Missicn Santa Clara's fmrrth decade caused damage

sufficient enough to require ancther huilding whidt was dedicated in 7822, cn a site

where the univssity ncmr stands. This university is the cmly one in the state

affilated with a missicm, the result of a relationship that goes back to 1851 whsr the

schd was first estatlished in the negleded remains of the church and it's

mmpound.et Though a charts was issued in 1855, it was nct until 1912 that Santa

Clara altained the rank d university.rz
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Santa Clara Missisl Today

The present ccrnplex is a mix of new and restored buildingq induding a few

relics cf the past. A ccmcrete structure simulating the rriginal adob church was

finished in 1928, and many artifacts cf the earliest days are preserved within it's

walls

Santa Clara Missicm today has a small staff including priests and ten student

wcrkers. Thse are alsc several gardeners to kery up the lawns and gardens.

Regular wmship servies me hdd at the Studsrt Chapd cn Sundays at 10:00 a.m,

and thsr at 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m, daily during the sdrod year- There

is an average d 1,500 parishicners per we*end.se Funds to maintain the missicm

mffte frcnn studsrt tuition, the Jesuit ccrnmunity, and frcnn 10:00 a.m. senrice

cantributi0rs.34

Water damage and tsmites me the two main prddens facing the mission

today.as Afts tmmites were discovsed one or two years agq it was decided to

fumigate. lA/hat the missicn diredcns disccvmed #ts their decision was that as a

result of fumigatits 9,000 to 4000 tiles were going to he damaged in the proress.36

Tcmr grffipq many of them frurth grade classes leaming about Califcnnia's

missiant past, visit the mission eadr week. These grcups ccnsist of apprcucimately
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twenty tothirty pecple Yearly the missiqr is visited by an estimated total cf e000

pecple.rz

The missicn facilities may be used fcrr such functicms as weddings and

baptismE but cnly ftrr the sfudents, the univssity faculty, and the missicm staff.

Thse is an average of 200 weddings and 100 baptisms per year.3s Student worship

servim hold abort fifteen mncsts ps year.3e These csrerts are a1l draritatfe and

cften feature the Granticleu, a grouP d dassical singing rnale studerts.

The De Saisset h&rseum cf Santa Clma Missicn is independent d the

missisr drurdr and is lmated in frsrt of the missicn, to the right d the famcus

ctross. A emeteryr used to be immediatdy adjacent to the mission, but was lmg agc

filled. There is noru a Mission Santa Clara cernetely rne-half mile away frsn the

site cf the mission.
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Csrdusicnr

Missicn Santa Claa de Asis today is a reminds d Santa Clara's eloquent

Spanish ancestry as well as f-alifornia's fcnnding years. With it's beauty, prestigQ

and determinaticn, the missicn has remained cne d Califomia's mmt successful

nrissicns. Beginning as a havsr fcr lrcal Indians, Santa Clara Mssicn has turned

into a place cf leaming ftr tcrncnrolv's future
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AFFendices

This photo of -Mission Santa Clara was mad.e during
the .1800.s and reflects "Americanized,, repairr. Tie
Uniuer-sity ol Santa Clara utas beginning'to deuelop
around the lacility. (Calit'ornio Historiial Society:)
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