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INTRODUCTION

In November, 1933, the small town of San Jose in Santa Clara
County experienced a tragic 1incident that would bring national
attention. Brooke L. Hart, son of popular Hart’s Department Store
owner, was kidnapped for ransom on November 9, 1833. Ten days
later, his body was found by duck hunters in the waters of the bay
near San Mateo Bridge.

His murderers, John Holimes and Thomas Harold Thurmond, had
previously been apprehended on the fifteenth and sixteenth of the
month. They were rushed by officials to San Francisco jail for
fear of lynching. Then they returned to San Jose and were placed
in Jail. The day Brooke L. Hart’s corpse was recovered, the
murderers met their own deaths. An angry and wild crowd gathered
around the Jjail, forced entrance, and siezed the two men. They

then were hung from two large trees in St. James park.



oAN JOSE MERCURY HERALD:

o0DY OF
RECOVERED FROM
WATERS OF BAY

Discovered Near S Near San Mateo
Bridge by Duck Hunters
Ending 10-Day Search.

A ten-day search for the body of
Brooke L. Hart, 22-year-old local
youth kidnaped and slain on No-
vember 9, ended yesterday.

The remalns were found by two
duck hunters about a mile west of
the Alameda county shore and a
half-mile south of the San Fran-
cisco bay bridge.

It was taken in charge by Coroner
Grant D. Miller and Sheriff William
J. Emig notified.

Positive identification of the body
was made by Dr. W. H. Heuschele,
local physician; Dr. J. R. Conner,
local dentist; A. H. Gossling, super-
intendent of the Hart store, and
Louls A. Rossi, manager of the

en’s department in Hart's store,

As soon as the identification was
completed, Sheriff M. B. Driver and
Coroner Miller announced that a
murder warrant would be issued in
Alameda county against both Har-

.old Thurmond and Jack Holmes,
who confessed to the kidnaping,
and who are held here on kidnap-
ing charges.

FUNERAL TODAY.

The body was turned over to
Amos O. Williams company, local
undertakers, who will conduct pri-
vate funeral services for the popular
youth today. Hart's store will be
closed o1l day today.

H. E. Stephens, 174 Jeter street,
Redwood City, and L. L. Dalve, 628
Maple streel, Redwood City, found
the body in five feet of water as
they moved their boat in search of
aucks. ;

They saw the floating corpse,
thought at once it must be Hart's
body, and wrapped it with canyas
and towed it behind the boat to
near the Alameda county end of the |
bay bridge. There ‘Stephens trudged
through the mud flats to a tele-
\phone and notified authorities of his
ind.
7 All flesh was gone from the upper
part of the body, flesh remaining
on the lower limbs. Realizing that
identification might be difficult,
“heriff Emig summoned Hart's

ysician, dentist, the two store

4nagers, and Hart's closest friend,
Charles M. O’'Brien, Jr.

IDENTIFICATION POSITIVE.

Dr. J. R. Connor, dentist, declared
after inspecting the feeth: e

“My chart and the teeth in the
body checked absolutely. There is
no doubt of the identification. I
have done Brooke  Hart's dental
work since he! wae—elioht venre Al

1ART

Tragic Death Confirmed

. Brooke L. Hart, whose tragic death at the hands of
Harold Thurman and Jack Holmes was confirmed yester-
day when two duck hunters recovered the body. floating in
shallow water a half mile south of the east end of thc San
NMateobayibridees =2 = =i 00 o St

the body as garments he had him-
self helped young Hart in selecting.
A pocketknife in the trousers pocket
was ldentified as one given Brooke
by his father on the latter's return
from=—an Ruronean trin.

not made by a brick or building
block.” ;

The body was carefully examined
by Dr. E. V. Tiffany, Alamecda
W Thahont

T4 wiiar eriamwnd e ~F8i

.

ccunty autopsy surgeon, and Dr. W. :
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P EFFORT
MOTHER
IN KILLING, FOILED

Alibi Which He Atte: Attempted to
Destroy, Re-established
By New Evidence.

By Associated Press :

CHICAGO, Nov. 26, — Asslstant
State’'s Attorney Charles S. Dough’
erty tonight said the alibi Earl
Wynekoop sought to destroy, tha’
he might “confess” the slaying ¢
his 23-year-old wife, Rheta. to shie
his mother, apparently had becn \
establisied by evidence.

Dougherty disclosed the rebuild;.
by officers of the alibi as he deni

a2 “new” confession had been ms’
by Earle's 62-year-old mother,
Alice Wynekoop, who previousl]™
tested a statement before the .,
ner's jury that she had shot Rhevs.
after an accidental overdosage of
chloroform during a physical ex-

WYNEKOC

|amination Tuesday.

NEW CONFESSION DENTET 4
‘While the Herald and —— =<

in a copyright story, said & 9_‘ 5’3 20
fession had been obtained™ & = :3
thorities to further inv oh L

mother in the mysterious opera cri
table death, officers in charge of 1.33a
investigation denied new davelop-"
ments of this character. '

Police Captain John Stege, how-
ever, asserted that far from all of
the story the doctor told authori-
ties had been made public. He said
at least two statements, both
lengthy, had been taken. The only
public statement from the woman
recommended held by the coroner's
jury on a charge of murder was
given out Friday. In it Dr. Wyne-
koop said that after .the girl was
dead she fired a revolver bullet into |
Rheta’s back because she was in a !
panic and feared the death would
ruin her professional reputation.

ALIBI CONFIRMED., -

The youthful husband was taken |
today by police to Lockport, IIl. 5
with his friend, Stanley Young, who}
has affirmed that at the time o ¢
the death Tuesday afternoon the
were en route to Kansas City.

At Lockport employes of a gasfthe

line f{filling station identified

pair as having been there—35 m
from Chicago—at 11:55 a. m,, T}BS

day. The filling station attend

said the men had- two Ltires ‘
and told they were headed 10 i
west. A restaurant emplove, 1 Ber
partially identified the two af"a) &
ing eaten dinner there shortl = publ

noQn.
CONVINCED STORY vaexnmer

Dougherty sald that w e to
identification did not wbosi L_B?E e



Act I

THE HART KIDNAPPING & MURDER

The Setting
San Jose, California 1933

The scene opens on the small, but growing, town of San Jose. Despite the
Depression, San Jose, the bustiing fruit canning center of Santa Clara County, is
surviving well. In fact, many Iocal businesses are prospering. The Hart’s
Department Store is one of the most notable.

For historical context, it must be noted that the town’s normally sedate
atmosphere is somewhat constrained. The grueling trial of David Lamson for the
murder of his wife has left the county divided as to his guilt or innocence.
Nevertheless, the citizens have confidence in the well-instilled judicial system.
Prohibition is still law, but speakeasies and gambling dens flourish. Kidnapping
has been made the fashionable crime by the Lindbergh case of 1932.

The stage is set for drama. San Jose is about to be plunged intc the
national spotlight. This year will live in infamy in the minds of San Joseans.

The date is Thursday, November 8. It is 5:55 p.m., five minutes before the
Hart’s Department Store closes. Brooke L. Hart, junior partner and vice-president
of his father’s store, is leaving his office. As he strolls to get his green
Studebaker from a nearby parking lot, the popular and handsome 22 year-old is
bidding goodnight to a few employees.

HART: Goodnight!
ROSSI: Hurry up there, don’t keep your father waiting!?

As Brooke Hart left the parking 1ot that evening, John "Jack"”
Holmes yanked open the car door. He jumped 1in, and with a gun to
Hart’s ribs, instructed him to follow Thomas Harold Thurmond.
Thurmond, his accomplice, was driving an old sedan. Later, 1in
Milpitas, they transferred Hart into Thurmond’s automobile. They
drove out to the toll bridge across the southern part of San
Francisco Bay. Using 55 cents worth of wire, they bound Hart at
the wrists, hitting him on the head to stop his struggles. Holmes
and Thurmond attached 20-pound cement blocks to Hart’s arms and
legs. They then T1ifted him over the bridge railing and tossed him

into the bay. Hart thrashed in the water, trying to free himself.



Holmes fired two or three shots into Hart’s body, remarking, "Well

I guess he won’t be coming up againt"?®

The murderers parted to carry out the next step of their plan.
While Holmes took a bus back to San Jose, Thurmond drove to San
Francisco. At 9:30 p.m., he placed his first ransom call to the
Hart residence. He said that Hart had been kidnapped, but was
fine. Hart would be returned alive for $40,000.

Thurmond continued to make subsequent calls to the family and
wrote the demand Jletters. He made his contacts from various
locations. A couple calls were made from phones Tlocated in the
front of a local drugstore. Emma Voshalil Bubb, my grandmother,
was working at the Owl Drug Store. The day that Thurmond was
finally apprehended making a phone call from a local public garage,
he had made an earlier call from the drugstore. Emma recalls
Thurmond.

Harold Thurmond did not belong. He was not in the gang.

He did not really pal around. Although he had some

friends, he didn’t date anyone I know of. I'm sure I

would have dated him. I’m sure if he did, he would have

dated me because he used to come 1in the drugstore and
pass the time of day with me guite often.*

Finally, the authorities did catch him. Violet Voshall Ehler
tells, "And, then, Harold, you know, phoned across from City Hall,

and they got caught as all the [phone] lines were tapped."® After

several hours of questioning, he finally admitted to kidnapping
Hart and k111ling him. He also implicated Holmes as the mastermind
of the affair. Thurmond said that he merely went along with it 1in
a moment of 1insanity. Evidence certainly supports this claim.

While Holmes had a record of small crimes, Thurmond had never been



involved 1in anything publicly suspicious. He was a faithful
Baptist. His mother taught Sunday school and his sister played the
church organ. He attended where the Voshalls, Bubbs, and Ehlers
went to the church on Second street and was 1in the same Sunday

school class. He is described as being "sweet, gentle, and quiet.”®

However, 1t 1is also said that he was a follower and Jjust got

involved with the wrong crowd.’

After Holmes was picked up at 3 a.m. in a San Jose hotel room,
he, too, confessed. Both alleged murderers were taken to San
Francisco while the crime was further investigated. Police
coliected evidence locaily. One day, they called on Frank Ehler,
an acquaintance of Holmes, who had serviced the old sedan only two
days after the kidnapping. Looking at the records, they saw that
an inordinate amount of miles had recently been acquired on the
tachometer. Looking back, Frank Ehler, my uncle, 1ronically
remembers that he talked to Holmes that day about the kidnapping.

Kiddingly he said, "Hey, Jack, where are ya holding the Hart boy?"®

Little did he know.



ACT I T

THE LYNCHINGS

The mutilated body of Brooke Hart has been found by two duck hunters.
Photographs of the skeleton have been circling the local pubs. Citizens are
outraged by what they see. Some mutter that the only justice would be to lynch

Holmes and Thurmond. '
Meanwhile, the kidnappers have been brought back to San Jose. They are

now being held in the city jail. ,

About fifty ciose friends of the Hart family are standing outside the prison.
Some of the crowd have been drinking. The loiterers say that they are there only
in protest. While currently the situation does not seem to be dangerous, it soon
will get out of hand. It will end in a double lynching.

ROSSI: Bill, I want to tell you something. They are
going to break into your Jjail tonight, and
they’re going to capture the kidnappers, and
they’re going to hang them across the street in
S8t. James Park.

SHERIFF: Louis, that’'s impossible. They can never break

in.

ROSSI: I'm going to ask vyou to do me a favor, Biltl.
Believe me for once.®

What was anticipated did happen. The crowd grew larger.
About 2,000 people milled arocund the Jjail, throwing bricks and
rocks. They shouted for Jjustice to be done. "It took the lynch
mob...several hours to work up the proper rage, however, and

homeward-bound theatergoers were able to catch a second show."'°¢

Frank Ehler and his fiancee, Violet Voshall, were among the theater
crowd. As they walked along Third Street, they heard the noise
swelling. Stopping in at the bakery, they found out that Holmes
and Thurmond were to be lynched.

The crowd, which consisted of men, women, and children, became

angrier by the minute. The mob surged against the Jjail doors.



The deputies retaliated with tear gas, making the crowd even more
unruly. After a two hour battle, 40 men rushed forward towards the

door with a 8-inch steel pipe.!'!' "Others seized a second similar
length of pipe and followed suit."'® The doors broke down. Both

Thurmond and Holmes were found. A noose was thrust around each
person’s neck as they were dragged out to St. James Park. Another
prisoner jailed nearby notes that he was deathly afraid of being

mistaken for one of the kidnapers.'?

Thurmond was hung first from an o©old mulberry tree. Then,

Holmes’ naked body was raised. The rope was supported on the Timb

of an elm. The crowd, which had now grown to about 6,000 people,
went wild. The police finally forced their way through the riot
and cut the disfigured bodies down. They were taken to the morgue

where they lay on slabs next to Hart’s body.

The next day the trees were gone. They had been cut down.
Pieces of wood were kept as morbid souvenirs of this night,
November 26.

The lynching brought national attention. Surprisingly, the
reaction was positive. California Governcr Rolph condoned what had
happened. The general sentiment around town was that it was “a
horrible thing, but also the feeling was that they got what they

deserved. 14



Rumors abounded. Various groups were publicly blamed for the
. lynching. However, most felt that the lynching was instigated by

the close friends and employees of the well-liked Hart family.'®

As to the motive of the kidnappers for abducting Brooke Hart, the
history books tell us that it was financial, due to the hardship
of the Depression. In contrast, general speculation is that Brooke
Hart had been gambling up 1inh Alviso and owed Holmes $1,000 in

gambling debts.'® His kidnapping, with a ransom of $40,000, was

revenge. The murder of Brooke Hart, and the double lynching, were
the conseqguences.

Even today the memory of this horror is still with San Jose.
Periodically, stories are printed 1in the newspaper about this
gruesome happening. Controversy is still alive as to who to blame
for the 1lynchings. Recently, the file of clippings from the
newspaper was stolen from the San Jose Library. It is suspected
that 1t was pilfered by people close to the Hart family. The
memory of this tragic event 1n November 1933 still haunts San
Josean old-timers. Today, Emma Bubb maintains, "It was the most

awful thing that ever happened to me in my entire 1ife."'7
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NOVEMBER 27, 1933.

Day to Day Developn;;ﬂ;t;;
In Hart Kidnaping Case

Here is 8 synopais of the principel
developments in the Heari case:

Nevember 8 —Hart’s sarents renort
his disappearsnce snd recelnt of a
$40,000 ransom demand by uﬂwhme
from San Francisco.

Nevember 18—Xidnapers phone:
’M is sale, bul we Meah busi-
ness.”

November 11—Hart's wallet found
lodged on the uard rail of tte ol
tanker Midway at S8an Francisco.

November 12—Steamship Lurline,
berthed by Midway, searched
irival in Los Angeles.
| Nevember 13—Hart family jmuex
direct appeal to IS,

November 15—Thomas H. Thur-
mond captured at Plaza garage, 7:20
p- m., while phoning to Hart home.

November 1$—Joion M. Hoimes
cap’ured In bed at the California
bote! &8 3 2. m. aa the basls of
i Thurmond's confession. Holmes ccn-
| tesses.
| Kidnapers rushed 1w San Fran~
rcisco jail for fear of lynching.
| Nevember 17—Officers start drag-
'ging bay near point on Ban Mateo
DIidge Wicre KidDapers amy Bafls

November 13—Hat worn by Hart
found 136 feet from Alameda shore
and 960 feet north of briage.

Nevember 22—Kidnapers spirited
back t0 jafl hese. Ahsriff Tmig
tice Moore. Pederal grand jury in-
dictz kidnapers on using mails to
exiort, with Ball at $50,000 each.

Nevember $3—Hart 8r. oifers $500
reward for recovery of aom's body.
Navy's airship J-4 joing search over
bay.

Neovember 24—Dr. Frederick Poes-
ti:er and Dr. J. ML 8canlangd on be-
half of state test kidnapers for san-
ity in prepsration against such s
defense move.

Nevember W—Hails Wiy &Aina
in bay by duck himters gt 8 2. m.
Crowd gathering at il about noon
grows throughout afternoan;storms

Rkl dinadlg,
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iMuch Damage Is
‘ Done in Lynch
| Attacu!{ on Jail

16.9, Mere. Her 11-27-33, jpage 3

Barraged for nearly two hours in
a hail of stcues, clods, bricks, and
nieces of pipe and then attacked
.w.m a 25 foot length of six-inch
| pipe. the entrance of the county’
jall was only a mass of debris after
the mob had taken Jack Halmes
and Harald Thurmond from the
:jatl las! night,

Windows on the ground floor were
shattered. doors were smasned aud
broken from their hinges, and the
outer office was littered xith
broken boards, papers, records, and
smashed grlass.

Here and there a scantling was
resting ’gainst a counter. iving on
the floor. or leaning asainst a wall.
They were used in smashing win-
dows and shattering the wooden
doois, {

LYNCHERS USE RAM.
I When the pipe, used for batter-
'ing ram. was brought in play, the
i heavy steel door at the entrance
' gave way under.sa furious attack.

jail at 8 p. m, repelled with tear
gas, returns o batler down doors.
Lynch Thurmond and Hoimes in
St. James near midzight. AL
11:235 p. m. urmond and Hoimes

were Langed Lo iTess in Si. Jamss

body mnmmmw-mmmm;
1 cSunty jail and seised the pwienpers |
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' The officers then retreated behind

‘the barred screen leading into the |
! office where prisoners are booked.

Renewing the attack with the
the mob membhers smaghed
xhrough this third barrier to come
into conflict with the officers who
could no louger defend the prison.

The mob then took possession of
the igil and eized the two victims

: '“r\—

S 'm’m-pw were forved to wive Xeys

ine Taiders S0 tlal e il
i be taken from the jail.
COURTYARD LITTERLD.

t onixv was the entrance to the
1 destroved, but the sidewalk
ont wos ltiered with the mis-
that had becn hurled at the
ows, lights, and those officers,
at first were hardy enough to
* back the crowds at first.
tiow county auto narked in the
wav from tie hack of the iafl
uudn damaced by flying ~tones.
gu"‘d.mvld was snapped, and
&10p rrined. whiie huse dents

\
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2 Duck Hunte;
Who Found B
Relate De

Discovered Floatz;g
Near East End of
Mateo Bay Bridg

“We thought at first thu
2 seal”

; Thz: was the impressior
o iepihins ama LE
dee,wc‘ﬁ.ydn:k
! when they sighted the
IB.r:lt:kf.:X.;Hm’t&h“lo"
ltcrdsymmnnrmu
lmmsem:.'-—'n.
| Their discovery was 3
lthnhndhdnedurconsu
ioxscorsoxa{x.cm.-so(m

Tk
;
%
1]

lnmmes were u.pmrcaa.un
| kdnaping  young Har
itossing hizs «

i HUNTING SINCE DA
¢ *¥e tad besm

; small boat since 5:30 a. mr.
ens said “The body was .
fee! away when we [irx
{loating in five fzet of wale
we got clcoe We bolh reaiize
parentiy had iound the
Brooke Hart.

“1ts candildon was 50
had to wrap a piece O
arourd it. We ued I W
and towed it to a mud
near the Alameds shore.

NOTIFIED OfFICH

“I made my way tnrougu
,and found a traffic cliicer
| phoned immediately o
| connty afficialc
| “we ar: very zlad if our
alded justice and if it gf

'
)

ap— - aA® cme B ae s -
‘»mucwmm-d«-—-{-,

Aeemis  mace

fawily.”

i Stephcos, who has hunt
|Gb ibe bay since his boyt
) for several years with Ds
!they had been keeping ¢
open for the body. They
Redwood City before daxm
|crossed the bay and ha
toward the bridge where ¢
peared to he thicker.
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Old Mercury Herald photos show lynch mob battering in the Santa Clara County Jail door to get at .
Thomas Harold Thurmond, top left, and John Maurice Holmes, bottom left. Light-colored smudge at
upper left of battering-ram photo is tear gas, fired by officers in an attempt to disperse the crowd.










Well-dressed memDCEIT
of the lynch mob
(above) used a heavy
steel pipe as a batter-
ing ram. They locatec
Thomas Thurmond
(left) first and strun
tim un (below).
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