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TNTRCDUCTION

trn November, 1933, the smal I town of San Jose 'in Santa Clara

County experienced a trag'ic incident that would bring national

attention. Brooke L. Hart, son of popuiar Hart's Department $tore

owner, was kidnapped for ransom on November 9, i933. Ten days

1ater, his body was found by duck hunters in the waters of lhe bay

near San Mateo Bridge.

H'is murderers, John Holmes and Thomas Haro'ld Thurmond, had

prev'iousiy been apprehended on the fifteenth and sixteenth ef the

month. They were rushed by of f ici al s to San Franc'isco jai l f or

fear of iynching. Then they returned to San Jose and were placed

in jail. The day Brooke L. Hart's corpse was recovered, the

murderers met the'i r own deaths. An angry and wild crowd gathered

around the ja'i l, forced entrance, and siezed the two men. They

then were hung from two large trees in St. James park.



dODY OF F|

n[00V[HrD

ART

FRO[/|

lryATIRS OF BAY
Discovered Near San Mateo
Bridge by Duck H unters

Ending l0-Day Search.
A ten-day sea.rch for the body of

Broolic L. Hart, Z}-year-old iocat
I'outh kidnaped and slain on No_
I'ember 9, ended yesterday.

Ttre remallF were found by two
duck hunters about & mile wLst of
the Alameda county shore and ahalf-mile south of the San I'ran-
cisco bay brldge.

It was taken in charge by Coroner
Grant D. I{iller and Sheriff WiIIiamJ. Emig notified.

Positive identification of the bodv
tra^s made by Dr. 'W. H. Her.rschele,
Jocal physician; Dr. J. R,. Conner,
Iocal dentist; A. II. GossUng, super-
lntendent of the llart siore, and
Louls A. Rossl, manager of the

en's department ln llarl's store.
As soon a^s the ldentiftcation was

-cornpleted, Sheriff M. B. Driver and
Coroner Miller announced that a
rnurder 'wanant would be issued in
Alameda eounty against both Har-

. old Thurntond and Jack Holmes,
r, ho eonfessed to the kidnaping,
and s'ho are held here on kidnap-jng clrarges.

FUNERAI, TODAT.
Tire body was turned ot'er to

.r'rrTros O. Williams company, local
rlndertakers, who will conduct pri-
late funeral services for the popular
1.outh toda5'. Ilart's sfore will be
ciosed rJl day today.

H. E. Stephens , 174 Jeter street,
Redwood City, and L. L. Dalve, 629
Ir{aple street, Redwood City, found
tire body in five feet of water 8s
t hey moved their boat in search of
ci ue.ks.

They saw the floating corpse,
tirought, at once it must be Hart's
bcdy, ald wrapped it with. cglrySs
a nd towed it behind tjre bo-at io
ttear the Alameda county end of the
bay bridge. Ther'e'stephens trudged
through the mud flats to L tete-

,rRiro-ne and, notifled authoritieq pI .h+
Irnd.
J aU flesh s'as gone from the upper
part of the body, flesh remalning
on the lower linrbs. Realizing that
i dentif ication might be d.iff icu.tt,-herlff EYniS summoned Hart's

1'sician, dent ist, the two store
.-rnagers, and Harf's closest frlend,'Clrarles M. O'Brien, Jr.
IDENTIFICATION POSITIYE.
Dr. J. IU. Connor, den[ist, declared

alter lnspectlng tJre teeth:
"Ir{y chart and the teeth in'the

bod.1' checked absolutely. There ls
no dorrbt of the ldentlf icntion. I
have d.one Brooke , IlarL'6 denLa].
work sl:rce hC rrae-^e.trrht vrrrrrc n'lr.r'.

Brooke L. Hart, whose tragic death at the 
'hands 

of
Harold Thurman and Jack Holmes was confirmed yester-
duy when two duck hunters recovered the body, floaling in
shallow water a half mile south of the east end of the San
Mateo bay bridge.

the body as gaxments he h"9 llir- 
1 
lloi made .b1' a . brick or building

self helped young llarf Ir selecti-ng. l bloe.k.'
A pocketkniJe in the trouset's pocket I Tlre body was carefplly exanrlnecl
wa^s ldentlfied a^s one riyen Brooke I by Dr. E. v. Tiffanli Alnmcdr
by ltls fatlrer on the latter's return I ccunty autopsy sru.g;gop, and Dr. \\'.
frorn-rrr llttroneen trin- I frr tTrhrrlr.rrrl T+ r'.^c *innrn,l l^-. ^rri

SAN JOSE MERCURY HERALD:

}vYruIKOOP IFFORI

TO.Srll[lil rulOT[|IN

IN KILLIFlfi,FOILil
Alibi Wrriffiptedto

Destroy, Re- established

By New Evidence,
Bv r4ssocralcd Press

CHfCAGO, Nov. 26. - Assistant
Siate's Attorney Charles S. Dough.r
erty tonight said the aUbt Earl
Wynekoop sought to destro5', tJ:af
he might "@nfess" the slaf i:ng c
hls Z3-frear-old wife, Rheta. to shle
his mother, apparently had been ,
established by evidence. 

'

Dougherty disclosed the rebuild;.
by officers of the alibi as he deni,'
a, "new" 'cotrfession had been mg'
b]' Earle's 62-year-old mother,
Alice Wynek@p, who previousl'.
tested a statement before the .,.

ner's jury that she hs,.d shol Iiite,to.
after an accidental overcio.iage ol
chloroform during & phystcal ex-
amination Tuesday.
' I{EW COMESSION DElfrFe.,r '

'White the Heratd and
in ; .rplrignt stor5', soio'u E g ..,9 9
fession had been-obtaineof *3P t

PERrnthorities to further involr.i 6,A\
molhcr in fhe ynr;<stprinrr" 

^^ol'f Cflmcther in the m1'steriou.s opeidf c.rl
tn.ble rlpatlr nffinprc irr nheroo nf \.r18table dea.th, officers ur charee of \r.r)8
i vrrracf i n ^ l i ^- .t ^* i ^ -1rnvestiga tion d enied ne\\. cievelop- 1
ments of thls charaeter.

Police Capfain John Sr,ege, how- i
Itlt.6r acrar*^J +]-^a f^- J-^ ^ ^lt ^.e Iev,er, asserted that far from all of I

tire stor.v the cioctor told authori- i
ties had been made public. IIe said Ities had been made public. IIe said
at least tlo statemenfs, both i

Iengthy, had been taken. The onil' ipublle stabement trom the wo-an I

recommended held by the coroner'; ,

Jury on a charge of murder was i

given out llida]'. In it Dr. Wpre- 
ikoop said that after .the girl s'a-q i

dead she fired, a revol'rer bullet into l

Rheta's back beca,use slre was in a ipanic and feared the death woulci i

ruin her prcfessional reputation. IALIBI CONFIRNIED. I

Tlre youthful hrxband was taken !
today by police to Lockport, Ill., tr
with hi.s friend, Sfanley young, whof
has af f lrmed that aL the time oF(
the death Tuesday afternoon the/
were en route to l(ansas City. I

At Lockport ernployes of a gas/thc
lirre fil)ing station identified {
pair a.s having been there-3i nl/
from Chica.go-at 11:55 &. ffi., fWgS
da1'. The filling stat,ion at,terrdl .
.said the men had. two tires lI eC
and, told theSr were heacied fo/ .
w€st. A restauranb emplove"{rBer
partiallv identified the two ;fll ec:
ing eaten dinner there shorttfiTi-1i
noqn. f_::_l_*::

coI\ryIr.IcED STony Tfvernmer

,uffiifiHi,T" fi !' 
" 
ll"i*.#-ryn" P-



Act I

THE HART KIDNAPPING & MURDER

The Setting

San Jose, CEI ifornia 1933

The scene opens on the small, but growing, town of San Jase. Despite the
Depression, San Jose, the bustling fruit canning center of Santa Clara County, is
surviving well. In fact, many local businesses are praspering. The Hart's
Department Store is one af the most notab!e.

For historical context, it must be noted that the town's normally sedate
atmosphere ls samewhat canstrained. The grueling trial of David Lamson for thq
murder of his wife has left the caunty divided as to his guitt or innocence.'
Nevertheless, the citizens have confidence in the well-institled judicial system.
Prohibition is still law, but speakeasies and gambling dens flourish. Kidnapping
has been made the fashionable crime by the Lindbergh case of 1932.

The stage is set for drama. San Jose is about to be plunged into the
national spotlight. This year w!ll live in infamy in the minds of San Joseans.

The date is Thursday, November 9. ff ls 5.'55 p,m., five minutes before the
Hart's Department Store c/oses. Brooke L. Hart, junior partner and vice-president
of his father's store, is leaving his office. As he strolls to get his green
Studebaker from a nearby parking lot, the popular and handsome 22 year-old is
bidding gwdnight ta a few employees.

HART: Goodni Sht !

ROSSI : Hurry up there, don't keep your fathen wai t,i ng I 2

As Brooke Hart left the parking lot that evening, John "Jack"

Holmes yanked open the car door. He jumped in, and with a gun to

Hart's ribs, instructed him to follow Thomas Harold Thurmond.

Thurmond, his accompl ice, was driving an old sedan. Later, in

Mi I pi tas, they transf erred Hart 'into Thurmond's automobi I e. They

drove out to the toll bridge across t,he southern part of San

Franci sco Bay. Us.ing 55 cents worth of wi re, they bound Hart at

the wrists, lritting him on the head to stop his struggles. Holmes

and Thurmond attached 20*pound cement biocks to Hart's arms and

1egs. They then l'ifted him over the bridge rai I ing and tossed him

i nto the bay. Hart thrashed 'in t,he water, tryi ng to f ree hi msel f .



Holmes fired two or three shots into Hart's body, remarking, "Well

I guess he won't be coming up againl"s

The murderers parted to carry out the next step of their p1an.

While Holmes took a bus back to San Jose, Thurmond drove to San

Franci sco. At 9:30 F.m. , he pl aced hi s f i rst ransom cal'l to the

Hart residence. He said that Hart had been k'idnapped, but was

f ine. Hart would be returned al'ive for $40,000,

Thurmond contrnued to make subsequent calls to the family and

wrote the demand letters. He made h'is contacts from various

locations. A couple calls urere made from phones located in the

front of a local drugstore. Emma Voshall Bubb, ffiy grandmother,

was working at the Owj Drug Store. The day that Thurmond was

finally apprehended mak'ing a phone call from a local public garage,

he had made an earlier call from t,he drugstore. Emma recalls

Thurmond.

Harold Thurmond did not belong. He was not in the gang.
He d i d not reai 'l y pal around . A1 though he had some
friends, he didn't date anyone I know of. I'm sure I
would have dated him. I'm sure if he did, he would have
dated me because he used to come in the drugstore and
pass the trme of day w.ith me qu'ite often.a

Fina'l 1y, the authorities did catch him. Violet Voshal I Ehler

te1is, "And, then, Harold, you know, phoned across from City Hai1,

and they got caught as all the lphone] i"ines were tapped. "s After

several hours of questioning, he finally admitted to kidnapping

Hart and killing him. He ajso implicated Holmes as the mastermind

of tire affarr. Thurmond sard that he mereiy went along with it in

a moment of insanit,y. Evidence certainiy supports this clarm.

Whi'1e Holmes had a record of small crimes, Thurmond had never been



involved in anything publ icly suspicious. He was a faithful
Baptist. His mother taught Sunday school and h'is sister played the

church organ. He attended where tlre Voshal i s, Bubbs, and Ehl ers

went to Nhe church on Second street and was i n the same Sunday

school c'lass. He is described as being "sweet, gent-le, and quiet. "6

However, it is also said that he was a follower and just got

involved with the wrong crowd.T

After Holmes was p'icked up at 3 a.m. in a San Jose hotei rcom,

he, too, conf essed. Both a'l i eged murderers were taken to San

Francisco whi le the crime was furtherinvest'igated, Pol 'ice

col I ected evi dence l oca'i 1y. One day, they cai I ed on Frank Ehl er,

an acquaintance of Holmes, who had serviced the old sedan only two

days after the kidnapping. Look'ing at the records, they saw that
an i nord i nat,e amount of m'i I es had recentl y been acqu i red on the

tachometer. Looking back, Frank Eh1er, my uncle, tronical ly
rernembers that he talked to Holmes that day about the kidnapping.

K'iddi ngl y he sai d, "Hey, Jack, where are ya hol di ng the Hart boy2 "e

Little did he know.



ACT II

THE LYNCH]NGS

The mutilated body of Brwke Hart has been found by two duck hunters.
Photographs of the skeleton have been circling the local pubs. Citizens are
outraged by what they see. Some mutter that the only justice would be to lynch
Holmes and Thurmond.

Meanwhile, the kidnappers have been brought back to San Jose. They are
now being held in the city jail.

About fifty close friends of the Hart family are standing outside the prison.
Some of the crowd have been drinking. The loiterers say that they are there only
in protest. h/hile currently the situation does not seem to be dangerous, it soon
will get out of hand. It will end in a double lynching.

ROSSI: B'i ll, I want to tell you something. They are
going to break into your jail tonight, and
they're going to capture the kidnappers, and
they're goi ng to hang them across the street i n
St. James Park.

SHERIFF: Louis, that's impossible. They can never break
in.

ROSSI: I'm going to ask you t,o do me a favor, Bill.
Believe me for once.s

What was anticipated did happen. The crowd grew larger,

About 2,000 people milled around the jaii, throwing bricks and

rocks. They shouted for justice to be done. "It took the lynch

mob. . . severa'l hours to work up the proper rage, however, and

homeward-bound theatergoers were able to catch a second show. "1o

Frank Ehler and h'is f iancee, Violet Voshail, were among the theater

crowd. As they walked along Third Street, they heard the noise

swe11rng. Stopping in at the bakery, they found out that Holmes

and Thurmond were to be lynched.

The crowd, which consisted of men, women, and children, became

angrier by the m'inute. The mob surged against the :ai1 doors.



The deputies retaliat,ed w'ith tear 9fls, making the crowd even more

unruly. After a two hour battie, 4O men rushed forward towards the

door w'ith a 8-inch steel pipe.11 "Others seized a second simi lar

length of pipe and fol lowed suit. "12 The doors broke down. Both

Thurmond and Ho'lmes were found. A noose was thrust around each

person's neck as they were dragged out to St. James Park. Another

prisoner jailed nearby notes that he was deathly afraid of being

mi staken f sr one of the k'idnapers. 13

Thurmond was hung f i rst f rom an ol d mu'lberry tree. Then,

Holmes' naked body was raised. The rope was supported on the limb

of an elm. The crowd, which had now grown to about 6,000 peop"le,

went wi'ld. The police finally forced t,heir way through the riot

and cut the disfigured bodies down. They were taken to the mcrgue

where they 1ay on slabs next to Hart's body.

The next day the trees were gone. They had been cut down.

Pieces of wood were kept as morbid souveni rs of this n'ight,

November 26.

The lynching brought national attention. Surprisingly, the

reaction was positive. Cal'ifornia Governor Rolph conConed what had

happened. The general sentiment around town was that, it was "a

horri bl e thi ng, but ai so tl-re f ee1 i ng was that they got what they

deserved. "1a



Rumors abounded. Yarious groups were publicly blamed for the

lynching. However, most fe]t that the iynching was instigated by

t,he close friends and employees of the well-liked Hart family.t5

As to the motive of the kidnappers for abducting Brooke Hart, the

history books teil us that it was financial, due to the hardship

of the Depress'ion. In contrast, general speculation is that Brooke

Hart had been gambling up in Alviso and owed Holmes $1,000 in

gambl ing debts.16 H'is kidnapping, with a ransom of $40,000, was

revenge. The murder of Brooke Hart, and the double iynch'ing, were

the consequences.

Even today the memory of this horror is still with San Jose.

Periodical1y, stories are printed in the newspaper about this
gruesome happening. Controversy is still alive as to who to blame

for the iynchings. Recently, the fi 1e of cl ippings from the

newspaper was stolen from the San Jose Library. It is suspected

that it was pilfered by peopie close to the Hart family. The

memory of thi s tragi c event 'in November 1933 st'i 1 I haunts $an

Josean ol d-ti mers. Today, Emma Bubb ma'intai ns, " It was the most

awful th'ing that ever happened to me in my entire life. "17
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Old Mercury Herald photos show lynch
Thomas Harold Thurmond, top left, and
uppcr left of battering.ram photo is tear

mob battering in the Santa Clara County Jail door to get at
John Maurice Holmes, bottom left. Light-colored srnudge at

BBS, fired by officers in an attempt to disperse the crowd.







Well-dressed members
of the lynch mob
(above) used a heavY
steel PiPe as a batter'
ing ram. TheY locateC

Thomas Thurmond
(left) first and strunl
him un (below) .
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