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'ne day before Chrlstmas vacation of last year is a bleak

(R8T

< s . ,
one 1n my mamory. somawhare tehween rassing ouv candcay canes and

o i 1 - nm Vo PORG. | p m Q 1 Pl ol & oo ! -
showling my class "The Grinzh That Stole Christmas,” my teacher
v o S N0 ! o F-) . )
gave us an early present in the form 5f a term paper on toxic

tomb of a library and ecolorless, fossilired statisties. Forszet

5

abeut my two front teeth- all

Jeet I could just add water to and it would flourish inte a fine

[N

easily than I could the 'characters

3
o
2
@

the people inveolved

the other optien.
Somewhere aiong the way, I became involvéd. Maybe it was

when my mother took me out te Bernal Road to see the lonely,

lifeless building hugged protectively by a cruel wire fance.

Maybe it was when I diseovered that my best fr i ndts father,

UJ

who had been a Falrchild emplovee during the earlv eighties,

®
ct
o

hint that het'd always suspected something not euite right was

going on. Maybe 1t was whan I saw the glazed look in the eye

of a family member becsuse I'd been passionately babbling about
the same topic which used to seem so distasteful for over an

hour. I don't think the exact second when I became Iinvolved

5

is important, but the fact that I became invelved was.
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2 5 b - ] ¢ 1 aA 3
irat reported in ear acember of 1981, the
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publis was mildly curlous but no%t concerned. Christmas shope-

pinz and battling for a parking space at the local mall wers

11
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Castomers of the Freat Jaks Water Company ob2gan thelr new
ro ot At an Afantins atat Nt madoe r AAmTmANT nvalldent
vear with a disconcerting statement made company president
Rat+ " 3 < 312 - r 3
Zertv Roeder., Because she "didn't want to announce anything
-2 Fo e 1e & } ' ¥ " ~ 17 3
mmtil they ¥nsw what the problem was, Great Caks fallsd to

contamination had been detected on Decembar fifth. Roeder

1

added that, although the company was uncertain for how long a

period of tlme this conditlion had existed, "we are confldent
t

hat there was nc water that was dangerous te our customers,’

3

ast results showed that no other wel
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(@]
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had been contaminated,

tents of Well Wo, 13. Trichloroethylane, an industrial cleanling

'Y

solvent that had been leaking undetected from an underground
storage tank belonging to Fairchild, was determined to be the
cause of contamination. Also known as methyl chloroform, tri-

chloroetivlane 1is capable of damaging the liver, cardiovasculsr

ose3, Minor

(-

[N

and central nervous systems when taken in lar

g

.
Je

side effects include lack of coordination, eye irritation, and

L
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Th=s emphasls made by every company involved was that no

harm had come to the publie.
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drastically increased as early as 19307
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been transported to steel tanks encased in concrete to raduca
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likelihood of another leak,
® T - 3 4 v 2 - i v » -~
Mavor Hayes auoted from a letter writiten by Governor Brown:
1M TP A ¥ 505 piianan el vailabl W 1A ~+ TanA +h 3 v
Infcrmation currently availsble,.. would not lzad the departmen
£ E - 5 3 o ] . "
(of health' to expect any problems from the TCE ccontamination.

considered by the State Health Department,

be filed until further investigation was completed.

cussed at a Feb. 10 communitry meeting where the possible connect

ion between birth defects and toxls waszts was raised., County
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ct
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jo ¥

chelf of records and statistics, Toulse Detwiller, had

an

that for the entire county in the vear 1281, the birth
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nstances out of one thousand births,

=
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rats was

census tract whilch included the Tos Paseos nelishborhood, the

Q!

1981 birth defect incidence was 15.2 out of every one thousand

11

births, However, assoclate county planner Eruce Tanner had

e
]

’J

poilntad out that instead of the two thousand households in an
average census ftract, the Los Paseos tract was estimated at
, U7h households,lz a fact which mads Tos Paseos data seem

distorted in comparison with other statistics, Giansiracusa

had cautioned against making judgements with only partial in-

'—Jn
(¢]

at

et
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formation, reassurring that "the gross data doesn't ind
anything unusual or alarming.” 13
Disturbted and dissatisfied, Los Paseos residents resolved

to offlcially volce concerns at a March 1s city council meeting.
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San Jose was not the only victim of nagligent
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airenildts Mountain View

danzercus lavels of trichlorosthylene (TCEY, Because of the
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high number of semiconductor plants In the area, 1t was imposs
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{ibla %o establish a definite relationsnip Tetween airchiid and
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the contaminated well.
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lems were found at Fairchild's San Rafael olant and wers rumored
to bes the source of a private well contamination in ¥ealdsburg.

Yowever, only the South San Jose chemical leak had been proved

According to state and local officials, the solvent leak
was one link in s lonz chain of chemical mishaps experienced

facility throughout its six-year history. "Mus-
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ical ehairs," repeated renovations and internal changes unaccom-
the proper paperwork, wWers
l!.
Fairchild employees. Officia
had found an 2¢id leak where tainted water was being discharged
h > )

into the water- waste system, and a former Fairchild worker had

complained of a large hydrofluoric acid leak spllling unattended

into the ground for at least twenty- four hours in 1980
mairchildts spokesman, Jonn Salazar, said that the ®alo Alto

plant had the lowest levels of TCE: "just above five parts per
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pll lion, At the Sant Clara facility, the concentratlion
e
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levels ranged from ten to fifty parts per million, or two to
1%
oy § - 3 - + * - Ny e i Anl 33 3
ten thousand times the lemgal maximuin smcocunt, Salazar adied

signs saying

force and power., (Carrving

2

ontinued to demand an exploration of the contaminatsed drink-
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Ing water and the cluster of birth defects in theilr neighborhood.
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(sl

arlier that same day, the County Health Departmsnt ordersd
hundreds of small public wells, serving at lsast 100,00) peovle,
to bte tested for chemical contamination. Wells operated by the

county had been examined two weeks before, in accordance with

Mayor Hayes' reeuest, but not until over four months after the
Well No. 13 incident were public drinking wells tested., Public

Health Director Bernice Giansiracusa recommended that private

[¢]

wells located within 2 half-mile radius of a semiconductor site
should also be tested for contamination, as the discovery at
Fairchild had produced a wavs of Invaztigation in the gomputsr

Clara
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industry. Nine other semiconductor co
Countv alone, Including Intel, IBM, and two separate Hewlett-

Packard sites, were also found to have chemical leaks,
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plicter lega ligpuites and couriroom adrama reminding the public
o - 1 ~ 3 1 1 aQ 3 <
of the Selevision show Perry Mason. Suad by angrv residents,

Treat Caks “ater Company, 2nd tha maksrs of the offending stor
aze tank, Falirchild was drowning in an economic whirlpool whic
was nearly as debiliisting as the chemical which began the whe
business.

Matheson Doherty Co., the makers of the solvent-storapge t
in which Pairchild had contained toxic chemiczals, was represen
by attornays Thomaa C. Glaspy and Charies R, Resd. In Septembe
of 1932, at their reeuest, a Santa Clara County Superior Court

udge refrainsd Fairecnild from removing contaminated soil from

that Tairshi1ld "dumped and/or spillled massive auantities of ¢h
; ol ‘ .
icals on the soll"” , and that this "dumping", not a faulty

storage tank, was to blame for the contaminated drinking water

In December 1932, the Great Oalks Water Company announced

a 325 million dollar lawsuit against Fairchild for polluting
unlucky Well No, 13. According to Great Oaks, Palrchild was

"guilty of malics, fraud and oppression" because they had

orage tank before Dacember 1331 but
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had neglected to tell the water eompany. Faire ¢ild was also
accused of "intentionally suppreazs{ing) information regarding
toxie spilis from government authorities, plaintiffs and the
public in general,” 21 pairehild supvnosedly had used power

and influence to intimidate employees into remaining silent,

10



y

] T3 ] 5] | ]
" ! &) & 0] ! 0 ] = £ 4 £4 £
pt £ ! () 57 a:) Iy 1 §4 ()] 4 4 ! O © 4 (] © Q
- 0 © m o % O @ < o o O @ 4 o & o P m T E a8
0 - ) 8 ) © © m a O T I o S 3] @ 4 O £ « + e
O ] D [ 3] o] £ 0] 42 © £ ® 5] [7p] 42 ke L ] 2y O =

8] ot & £ = Lo = L 42 i o ord T od ~ o e} 43 <13 Gt (0]
o e @ s 42 " 4 < 3 < ® ol [ L P ol S B £ T 4

£ fa] £ £ nh 4 ] 0! o £ o > Ged [ @ L - 0 ' ® L)) 0

ot 0 - o © (= = o % [} 4 LY o© lo] « e el o 0 42 u|

L A 0] 3 £ £y ord o] o - = A2 s £ I 149] o Pl £ = @ BN
O ol o 4 42 o o T3 £l erd & ol £ Gy 0 5] )] Gl o 1 o fa] O 4 ot

ord E £ ord =z £ o S =] LY o} as 43 = 34 Q 0 O *] §4 0
b jon] ® 6 Gy ord [ S % < Q o O £ o] o] {5 L o Gy O
@ - i &) Q ko £ B+ ) ot o (M) ) ol (e} & 4 [} & ol o, n 4
§ = £y (3} © 3 L57] £ (] [ = le] G £ B 3] o o o

ek Bl o ¥ e . 0 2] o] © © @ O th o $4 n 2 QN @ ul =
E o ® et O o PCEEE S T © . = O @ B 2
o fo - @ I = Q §e o 9] 0 G 0 e} o =S | oV « IR ] o= 3 m £

+2 = 42 L9 L) D e la] b 3 &) = . A e £ . ©

< T 0 o - 9] ] o L0 G e o ord r o )] -1 - (3] L] [¥) 3
o) 5 w % . (3] <l (@) o=l 3 [} o 0 erd ¢ (o) e o] 4] L) Lo ] n . —
5 W LY o o) ol o L] b T o] 1] n o] £3 « £ £ 3 © I o O 9] ©)

§ud = & ] = @ - @ w-f (] €) B el @© 0 o 4 o ()] e =T 42

L) o 1 o weed o $e 0] 4 & 0 £ £ £ +2 £ o0 o g2 ) o] ol i

i 42 7] b peed 43 [ 3] £ -4 B et ord LB LY i n S C O @] ho]

32 ot ] 42 ot o > T3 4} g~ m & &' a3 £y )] 2 . e [ ® w £y e m o

£ T 4> £ 0 O = L) o' [ B fad lx, L)) 21 £ 4 (4} N = © £ - 3,

TR} )] @ [} of Q o * £ e = o o + 3} — A [0} 42 i
o ké) - © A2 2] b 22l Q +2 L3} o4 -4 0, L} sl © (o] = 9] (5} 0]

Fi (] Lot r @) erd 3] ey - e 4 t £4 « £ - o] e )] 2 o joF ® ot £

4> ] (%) ol £ e B L= o ot tale o o b5 QJ ] o ! (o] o o = +2 3 (@]

P o) ” 1 . el B I ~ - = £ o o [ £ e ® 2y 0

e et L o 4 ) 42 ot o o} (o] @ o n £ Q 175 ol LN e (@] o
@ B 4D £ 0 los! - 3} = o «© —i o L)) 43 £ i o O < —~ o' (3] o
ur A3 O 15} (5] [ ot ord (M) o ol N 5 @ o + @] 0] it o 43 - [
o] 42 £ N} L] v € m B “ 9] L3} 2 ol ord ) o @ (&) 4 © & o o £ o

! D LN - o e < o 4 o by L3 it o4 (@] el (@) Lol D — o [$) @ Q ()] m

d m aJ » Y] 4 L £ (%) ) © + = - o 45 £ = il £ He A 1
L [ iy 2 oe-d % L&) £ [ )] © © (a) 7] =z ot O I )]

4 £ e~} poid i oad 2] i o] ®y (9] £ L ) - 4 D LY 0 - n O

D) ¢ @ o £ ) ® O £ - I © 42 o) & £ - > x: & R O r = 2
b Eh) I AN ol (o o (D) ot LY 0 M 1] B (b} = ] Ly} £ o O o «© «©
Ly L&) D e < £ ur (o8 143] i (o) -l 4 (o 49 ' o~ i LV £ G w o !

[ e ol eIn © L & o] Gt L. — ord =l ) = — Us . o s ) O 4

m & ot ord - A, Ls) © 42 o 0 © O $ ] e — r— © [

ES ® at . £ = ur m 60 e L} =2 Gy n 19} L $4 la) e [ @ o ot [ By
™ £ [ ] 0 ) {8y i £ w £ [@) £ (3] (&) Q e 42 199] 42 =3 (o 42 o £
Q o) a " fos] ed 0 €) 0 o £ - 0 I ord £ al o ] % - @] o g O = O )
£y 3 M Q. £ e ] bt by [ 42 o o Y 0 [ o) o, o £ © © 4> o

e P i 0 o £ 3 m 40 o Es) Lol © 4+ o = [5) n 0 © o [ £y

o} 0 [ 18] @) L=l 4 0 D y 42 . - (&) « — Y 2} - ot © © ] w o ©
- m i ] Gy - £ E o4 3 o K K 4 _— © =) 42 . (o] kol 0 = = © [ (o}

o o) o S = o] 42 O m 3] LM o ¢ LY m @ £ E
O £ B o D £ 0 N (2] ) -+ Qe = i o) o oy L)) i © 42 (&) toF Gt

e (@] joud a L)) L} Ko Hn a o o) 0 fa] 2 . 42 43 40 @ «© 42 Lo O

£ &) ol 4 i %) £ 4D £ v 3] B e uo by © Lol 9] 43 ™ ] Kol X 4 [ —

ol v ) ® o ord ” £ n oo LV © e e o @ » O e .

e e s 4D e = (3 T He o © I ! | s o 0 £ £ 2 + w0 £ Kol +

Lol 2 @ 4 ol O {9 @ 0 e £4 =) 4+ ”m b4 © S o -
L] £ +2 - ] = 42 o O ord @ [} 1 o ° 43 o] « it e~ h s 4 & [2)]

£ o N M o O £ o 4 L& Lie) <« £ 40 ) £ s 3] [y S @ o =

9 O @ o o £ @ ~ (3] o e} et 0 @ © Ko T £ ] = [9) o T « © @

4 &y £ et e} 13 0. [ o T Lo S B [V IS @ @ £ e 0 LY + F. o}



e

£l

commo

A

22K,

]

l '
o < [1H] +3 ] © i
£ O ) T ord (8] 1 o ) 42 «
T o L O (88 ¢ @ 0 o v 4 o e
| Gy T, [¢p] r Sy erd 1 QAJ o L) @ 42 or{ = [ 4] )]
o4 3 (@] @ s o4 £ &R %] [ 4 o] = @
I ard v st ® ) . £ io: ) [a] 4 or-i
[&] 1 @) L] i L £ m (] 'S or4 (1) orf ) i) 40
£ [:}] O i © 42 ord ® oot o) [ad R of ) ae ) e
e 3] ored £ el ard ] o — £ o) ) 147} Q, < 42 =
N « e 1 o = i e fr o0 .0 (@) E & O e} LW
o fry ) (&) fo) rd = ® a] ] 42 ord O - i 42 o]
° o] 1)) [ [ opd 'S fa (o L] £ 1421 40 [sa] Gt
>3 [ gl 0 © = E] ord = Q, 42 £ s £ ey
— .0 = ~— £ $.1 43 (5} = )] (4] o 4 () o 3 -l
0 © 0 (@) ot 36/ o o % = i ® L) 4D 3
n (5] &) f o] 42 2] I 42 13 oy (o] Gy £ %) (] U
@ % [®) Sy fx, m ") &' [} [&] x5 o] Bl (A ]
8] - @ D A O [®] (O] o ke o) > §
L] by [+3) [ib) ] £ = BC e 42 Z T e <4 %] o =
@ 43 §q ™ 423 w (A ! L0\ 0 [0} Li¥) .a 4 - wrd 1]
e o fas} o [} 4 A Lol -y 3 e © £ =] 3] 4 "3
Gt o 4 &4 o3 £ e +2 53 D ()] 2 £y 2 K e o Sy
wrd L 42 ol ord 40 4 ~—~ 42 © (3] ol w %) L
i ! © e Iy 1 ol -t [ (& 0] £ 0 O =
9] Ke) 0 « v & e e = (0] ord 9} 50 T3 4 o]
()] -3 . e 43 o fu Lo o 0 o} (0] &Aq $a 3 o} 9]
et 2 D 42 el - o @ 18] o 42 (%] (@] ] o = LY
| orf 3 N0 [l < e fa] O jo} £
T 1 . A0 (24 § hoo [ Ly a9 £ L £ &) - ” O
&) ay] (] [y or-d o O 5 42 3 +3 = (18] 5] o .9 L™
m ort > (@ A R - % L) 0 D o 4 1N .
“. 4 [&] wlu 43 2 i n £y va Lol 62} wv,, ﬂu{ L5}
0 i8] Gy £y el ) © + R @ 5} o el > 3 £
0 » (@] o L1 £ m s = 5] @ go] Lo1p (0] 1 o] e fa 73]
L) £ Q 4> & £ ° 0 D £ o =} O O Q . et
=1 £L (48] Lol 9] ot 8] %] L] 179} o e £q L)) o] - 42
B 4D ko © Gy 14 o} = (%) o & o 4 Ll [}
L] L] %) © wrd s © 43 o] o [:¥] O o O m ) o
- = @ tr o - o [ §-1 £4 b (&) — ¢ Lo £ = b
o ord o [ o o £ Lo i (3] o s L &] o m %] D €8] L)
ke 0 [} o 0 ot =3 42 0 o 9] 6y [42f [} 3} L)) £ £y
0 © b e 43 %) o) 3} £ @ (s} | oy N « 73] o [5)
£ o] @® o ] (] © - 1 e 2 $ o) EB) =3
o4 ) € gl G 2 &y i ﬂ m o (A o] (@)
1 4 L& Yy %] £ 42 o 0 L ES) [} [ (o) & ye n Lo}
fr. o @ F e e & o ! 0 o] (o] [ el @ b @] b
& 42 (@) s o] » ) r— 43 (1)) Ul . o sl 8] o ~—
@ n w ot £ £ piod (0] £ £ bn © - ® o 0] )
) iy D o © ) ) o 4y [») £ (:H] O = Ho 23 Q B} o [a]
2 (6] b - [») 2 2 G (9] £ i e 42 5 s £ =
ord [ ] wd Lo 0n ol @ © 43 ~— L6 (5] -
o ® 0 - G = b @ 4 4 o] c By $ S £ L
ot 2! £ e © 73] bl ! (3] 38 L) o) L)) i 4 Lo}
> (o] 42 ) = o £ 42 L) 00] O i 40 0 b (7))
@ ] el £ r 2] " Fa I X ol & < £ @ T +3 ]
] 0 - =] [ © [ . £ £ 4 [ o) u .0 < n =
[ O m " ) N T ES] ) 3 2] @] b o4 = (@] -« @ £
Al m ord o] (3] L)) m - L)) N 3] = 0] 4 o £ b= o -} i
g [8) — 0. « 43 o > " &) 3] - o Lia Q. [0}
(o) ord ot 0] 9 0 = ol G & = [
£ Gy = 3 or-d 2] > w £ iy lia) [:h) 0 ®) £ o . T
O Oy o ) K Il ® )] £ o % il I} 4 ®© o 0 | 5
£ 0 © = o = o) £ @ 4 £ 2 z 2 0 « b ©

12

ms with our

as and concerns were the

P&

bl

the environment we

n

-

the
t's going to create a lot of proble

the amount of
can see 1
he only plaintiffs without worr

2

‘nz to be very envious," 30

I

FP

1

family, personal problems.
g0

bacause of

are



the

weed

ba:

or

o
-

ondg

Semis

]

~
=

]

T

va

7

AL

T TET
i

s
g

bt
P

old Bel

-
.

LY
]
&

oa

o

WO L

q..,L

©)

1

=
1L

M
i



[

¥

T

F%
1]
5

vy

o

on

ord

-1

ord

In

£4
©
L=
18]
n
@]
4

W

[

-

o

T

£2

o

eed

Nation-

A

*

i

und

"

hands,

e
<

Japanes

in

to becoms

would allow them

aequlisition

34

uments, "

T

Fal

level of

tor on the

.
neti

com

-1}
=

‘dabl

<

"a form

Texas Inst

43

0

£

ional

=
193

Na

]

m

"bargain ba

the allure o =8

7

d by

enticec

A

£
L]
4]

7]
o

ot
P

e
e

-
o

Falrc

1

facility.

38

Jo

s

reputed Seuth San

{111~

the

P,
1or

ar was proposed

.
-

cing cent

.

snop

-
o

Sa

aval
¥

When a 179,00¢

o

3]

o D
Lo

3

-t

&

£y

vrd

o
fr

e

ad mixe

n

residents

loeal

but resented

a3

%
itio

nz's demol

2
L

the build

of

ping center wonld bhri

al to

s
bl
-~

industr

e
L

d's zoning from

would have

salities

h other legal techni:

f
4=
v

and

ial,

re

comme

this com

prevented the shopring center from being bullx.

a high cyclons fence, as if barbed wire could protect 1



[
¥

e

@]
13

sean

1N



THE TUNLUCKY ONH#S
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wyhan a child asks Llts mother 1f she had wantad a8 girl or a
3 o e pr— h] o S 5 14 le of K 2 X N 1 - i1
oy, the mother usially replies L ust wanted you 4o De healthye.
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The saddest econsseuence of Falrchild's ftexic ctragsdy were

those parents- and ehildren- who were the unluc4y ones,

w

The objectives of the cardiac defects study were: tTo con-
clude if cardisc defects occurred at a higher-than-average rate

excess

ct
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in the Los Paseos neighborhocd; to de

s
]

of cases in the area could be explained by maternal risk factors,

6

<

such as family tendency towards heart defects; and to decide ir
environmental factors, namely contaminated drinking water, had

any effects upon the pregnancies of women who had been served by

Well No., 13. Removing such hereditary tendencies as Down's syn-

!
(o7

drome and heart conditions, and taking intec account such factors

on, the evaluators

e

as the mother's age and alchohol consumpt
were faced wilth startling resulfts. Compared to a control group,

the Los Paseos neighborhood had eighteen more miscarriages, sight

: 37

more eases of birth defects, and fortv-six more stillborn births.
Heart malfunctions were at a rate of 2.2 percent in the control
33

area and 6.% percent in Los Paseos.

Objectivas of the pregnancy outcome survey were: to see if

16
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3% S BN AN OQUNCE OF PRTVENTION

On Sspiember 8, 1287, Fairchild ran a full-paze ad in the
San Jose Mercury News, saying that "927 af fne industrial chem-
icals in the 306il and groundwater had been removsd," 4 If
Fairchild had not been so negligent in their dealings with toxice

+ + 33 p - L + } h gt 33713
solvants, pernaps they would not nave had to launch a %25 miilion
1 as + ad 41 3 ; ~ ap? S :
doliar eflfort to repair the damazed environment,

aircnild spokesman John Szlazar assured anxious Los Paseos
parents that the lesaking solvent-storage tanks had been sncased
in concrete to prevent further chemical contamination, but 1
the tanks had bsen examined for leaks mors freequently, the water

)

contamination would have been
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Fajirehild's blunder does not excuse the fact that beth the City
of San Jose and Great Caks Water Co. permitted a well which serv-

ed the publiz to be located 2,000 feet from a potentially dangsr-

In the case of the Mountaln View contamination, Fairshild
propesed building an underground slurry wall to control %toxic

=

pumping and excavation of the city'!'s tainted wells. The prob-

lem was considered to be falrly simple until contaminaticn of
a deep aenuifier, which had been filled with water from an old
agricultural well, was discovered. If city officials had seen

o remove the link between the old well and the presently-

[
&
cr

£
operating aeuifier, perhaps the toxic zlesan-up would not be

L2

estimated to last for five hundred years.
Ted Smith, executive director of the Silicon Valley Toxics
Cealition, sneered at what he called "a high-powered ad campaign

to make people forget and convince them it's Just part of ancient

18
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