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T'ne,1e.,i beioi"e tlh;.i.stnes'.racaiir:r cl Lssi.y9a: is s blegx

,.ene in n;r rnenorf: sornerlhere between tr,sssi-ng ou; cand.;'canes a::i

showlnq n.f cl-ass "Tha ?ri.neh That S:oie ChrisLnas, " *T reacfre:

qav. us an eariy.oresent i.n the loym rf a tel'n paper on ioxic
iloll.uiion. f can rernenber groeninqo kn*wlng I tC have cr) sacrifice
ny oni.;r oepo:iunLi" ie l.latch ttf toze tuc.','rr rei.r:.ns ;o a dusr,;.'

iomh of a llcrsr_-i and coioriess, fssstllzeC sl,s:j.stics. For'4et

about rir;/ ttto fronf teeth- a1i f wanieC f':r Chrisfnas wes a :ub-

Jeet f could Jr.rst add waber to and Lt would f,lourlsh trto a flne
specinen of a tenn Daper. At less-l'. we lrere gl'ren a chslce be-

f,ween tw,l tonics- FalnehliC Serniccnrluetor ani: the i,'nior Carcide

disaster' !n fnd.ia. Because 1i was "the r.oaC less t:'ave1ed. b;t, "

f chose Fairchlld as ny poison, flguri.ng ihat at least 1.i had

been an ovent which oceurred locall-'; and I couid iCentify wiih
lhe people lnvoivea more easil;r than f coule bhe |tcharac:orsr? ii1

the other optlon.

Sonewhene al-ong the wdyr i became lnvoived. Maybe ii was

when my nothor took me out to Bernal Roaa to Fee the lonely,
llforess butldlng huqged protectlveiy b.rr a eruei wlro fenoe"

Malrbe i-t was when r diseo'rered that ny best frleno!s faiher,
who had been a FaLr"chlld emplovee duri-ng the earL;r elght!.es,

hint that he? d alwalrs susp€cted. sonethlng not rulte riqi:t was

golng on. Mayrbe if wss when f saw the glazed loolr ln the eye

of a fanily rnember" because ItC been passlonaiel;1 babbling about

the same toplc whlch used to seen so Clstasteful for over an

hortrr. I cion!t thlnk the exsct seconcl when i becane lnvolved

ls impontant, but the faci tbat I becarne involved was.



As f sLrrqqleC ter get :l;y' facis straieir;, f began lo em-

paihize 'n;ith tne people f was reseerch.i.ng" i knc;w J lst i:oi.i

frus LrateJ counL:r researchers fel-b w!:en rheir sbati.stics d'ldntt

rulte rnalch up. f shaned L:re helpl-essness erpepieneed by the

psteri+vs of chtldren cLreeii-;r harneC b.y texlo e{aste when :ny

or!qlnal rer-lqh d.rsft was aeclCenialt;y Crenched with Coca-Coia.

I kns'nr ho',r dll-l-ei4entiy Ine inwyers in'roiveci feu4ni when my mc:rsl

earr;qht ine lour11y d5-sputLnq contrc'rersial isaues- when f was Ene

onl;,r one in thc rclom. And, at 1ast, ii was fj.nished. f was grln-

nlnq so hard that T rnlsspellec rnlr name cn the eove: sheet'

,dell, I rliinrt get r.rhat iti wlshed fo:- an instani tern

petrep f could Jusi add water'to. Bui soinellnes addtr-n4 a lii'r-,1-e

blood, sweai and tears malces for a beiier reeipe"

Hoat!:er Menegaux
t,pri.l 13, f ??0
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llQJl r raf:ft?
{ .lv lLr\/ i. il

t! 
-"Fairrhil.l Slants San Jose .eltn;'l

San .flse l'Ierci-rt'y iiews, "Tune 1, 1975t or i
Iulercu:1,-v ,rlews Sta-ff rJt^L ler

A souf,h san ,rose si.r.e has been enosen fcr a zi5ra,?;o s.usre

foo: elec;rcni"cs p3-ani r:cergtec 'o.r' Fai:r:hj.ld ca;rey,: ard ins:!t!::ir-

ent compan:r, ai.irl known as Fair.chlld serni.ccn,iuetor. ?a1r:hl1,i

ls expanriirg -fron other Bay Area locatlons tn l''lor-rn:1in ?iew ani

San Rafael to a pa'Lch of fonr,ler famlanC on Bernal and San Tgnacio

roarls.

Contrrrc'11'on p)-ans for the faclllt.r include a two-stcr17o

'*in,ioi.lless, p?e-stresseC eoncre:e br,:

wanehouses, shlpplng, recelvlng, and

the 150rOCO foot spaco reser.veri for
1l-near inteqr"ated sir:u1;s. f.itihj.n

onplonnenb posi.ti.ons ars expected to

to on. thousand i.n numbor.

iliing. .ireas lor cfflcBs,
enqineerlng wiil sl"lrounC

proiuebton of n ;i ii-purpose

the flrst year of buslnese,

lncreaso from ilve 5rrndnei.



,ihe:l 3 ci:eini cal lesk ab Fslreirlll Cenera and. Insii'unent:

io:,rcr'.t :L:r :das f j-r.--r -l r"eporf,i:d ln e.qri:,. iecenber of I gr']i r thc

,t:rb11c was rniidiy Ctlricr-is bi:t nr:t ct)nDar"ned" Chr'lstrna,s snop-

rinq anii ba:tli.ng ftlr a parrilng snece ai r--e localt- nall .^tere

'flcce,"nast i-:-r the tnouqhts of South Ba;' resldenis t nar' birih

,lefr:cis r?i1 cc:poraie l-givs'iLf,,;.

C'ls trlai"s of ine irea r Caks Wa f,eI Ccnpan;r 'aeii3;: ine 1l ;'iei',,

-,v"oBT wi-rh.a disccncei.*"ing siai:erilenl ni:Ce c:: carnoan;r pl'3i1,ieli

Be I t-,, RceCei'. BeCaus e she 'rdidn t I wan L ii: snnOrj'cce anythine

ln:ll ihe:r' !:nait wiiai bhe prob).eil wasr il (]i'ea t |aks f,alieil to

no-'-1-f;i lhe publ1-c iilel lde'l-i Nc' ilo :nr'nlcl: ha'c se--"r;eil ebo'l: ia'

5qA South Sa:r .Iose resldents, trad been shr:i dr:un afl,et' :3emi-sa}

contaminati.on had been debected on Decenber ilit'n. 1 Roe'ier

added bhaL, aitho::gh ihe conpan;t was unce:rtatn for hcl.t lcng a

perl-oC of iLne tn1"; con,lltl:n nad existed,rrwe are corfi'lent
2

tha c there xa s no i;g ter tha t r^la s 'Sanqerous No our ct-ts it):n€rs I rr L

Tesf results showed thet no other wells operabei by Gr"*af Jars

hari been contaminaletl.

The State DenartmanL of i{ealth Servj.ces ano the Reglonal

',i,la Ler Qlraltiv Coni:o1 Board were sumncnne,i to eva j-,:a!e f ne con-

f,ents of '"iel-L lTo. i3. Trichroroethylane, an indus b;"i;li cleanlng

sol.lent thai harl been leaklng undetecf,erl fz'om an rrn,C.eriXrounC

storage tank belongtng to Fairchl111, was rietennined tr.-' be the

Caltse Of contamination. AIso known as rnefhyl Chlo:'oiorm" trl-

chloroetnylane ls caDablo of damaglng bhe 1!ver, carClovascuiar

anrf eentral netlvous s:;slems when taken ln large iioses. Mlnor

s t,ie ef f ects lnclurle l-ack of coordLna tlon r e)/e lrrLtatlon, and

i+



,lizzlness. Irr:cloaii y, 1!, is coplno:-ll,i subs L1"i,i;ed fo:' a ;iu.l-

pecLe,l eancer-cai:sLnq aqeni cal-ieC t:'lcitl-ori:eLl:;r1.t-un wiiic;l'^las

al-so f3r;r,.i j-n ii:e wel-l- 8r,t)ytg wiir: snal-i. am,sunas cf acsi;{):te, 1:o-

D rcD'/l a i chc ho i n anrl x-r1ene .

Tne :ifate lerarinent ol'$eaiia Ser.r;lces recor.derl the lerrels

of concenbra le'i ir'1ci:io:"cef :yiane ss n33su:'ing belween 1. ? oar'r-s

ter ,'lii-1i:r ic J,3 pnrts iler nll-i1cn. 3 l.spl--,e Bn exCes; cf tne

sial;er s lecomlneiaeri il"nir |n irLniilnq waLe:"- .r1 pa:'"rs p--l niil-

ion- -t b; as :nuci. :s tweni-.i-nl-ne t'irnes, ) sanilar';,' engiraer

Cliff Bo'len die nol conslier'1; I'a naJcr f,hreaL to publlc
, r ri ,, 5h-a 

' 
e_n 'LavJ!'Jrra

E',"en thc'-r,E'n the well- was onJ-;g 2nCI30 ieel alra\t frcm the

ieaklnq 5roAr: gali-on stor,age tan<, ? iis waiei'haC been contan-

inateC for. a relat!.veiy short space cf tine, accor,llng to Reglon-

al Wa ler. OualLtli Conf;rol- spokesman Jarnes Le',rtne. He aCd eC. tha t
nainchil-d coulri be flned ten tnci-:sanrl collars for everly da.rr t::a!

the l-eak had been presenL, br;f as of ;.ief, no charges hai been fi-l-
aA

Eairchild spokesnan John Salaz.ar sa!d bhai the company was

planning to pa1; for the cleanri'o, and had alrea,lti beg'un an eff-

ort to pr:rLfy tire contaminatei water beiore releasinq it lnlo

tne sgwor s.;siern. Accordinq fo himn Faironil-d was also cilr-

rently explorlnq systems whieh worild al-1ow siinilar underground

s to:"1qe tanks tc be rnoni tored, an,i tha f, 'r there is no *ues tlon

that the water was affected, bui these standaris were cased on

llfetlrne exloslrPo. tr B

The enphasls made by ever)r ccmpany lnvol'rod was that no

harm had come to the publle.



Pf;ii,iI:ifS )Q^MT qFq

Lorrllre Rcss, a ::ci::er of ihree'"lhi: l1-";ec ln;he --1'lt;ih.

San .iose nel3rlo::eoo'i prcvlcusl'; s:lPpl teC b'l lieil llc. 1-?, be-

q&n to 1j.rk.lhe Falr.c!rl1r1 ehemlcal coniaminal"-lo::i;o 8n inerease

oi b j,rlh rieieeis j-n the area. She had r.ecen b1.i cotrnted fwo lri-s -

earrLaqes, Ore sill-'l-b'lr':: bj-rth, anrl fo,-:r cases Of :lever3 birrh

Cef ec:.:, snC .l o:,' j.n hgr n':r*br)i'n risuqhie:t s ncall: f,urnej to an-

gulsh wiien itllana nearl--,r died frcrn an unietec;ed hearr nalf,rnct-

lon, Rosst l;-ei--ler bo the preslCent of the 3re.ai Oaks i'iater Comp-

an.r askeil lntel-ltqent and dlscernlng ruesbl-ons that wou-rd not

se!tl-o for lcss fhan aceurats answcrs. Why haa nazar'ious ehem-

leal-s been sicr'crl lcss than two lhorrsand feeb from a wal'l servl;i*

r rcsl-rlcnttal houstng traet? If Crlnklng wator' ha'i been eontarl-

lnated for only a shor.t sp6n of tX.me, as Lnrilca-r,ed ln the Reqtonal

Weter Quallty Contrcl Board's report, then why haC bl-rbh dcfeets

drasttr call y lner.easoC as earl-.-/ as it30?

0n'r/ednesday, irebruary 12, a neetlng sr Oak Grove nlgn

School qavo ovor tbree hundred parents en onpor+-unlty to voice

their concctns. Among tne authorltles present were Ma-yor Janet

Gray Ha;res, eounci'lrnenber Jerr;r Esr",rth, ,Tairchifri spokesman ,iohn

Salazar, and cflicie l-s fr"cn bcch ihe loca1 ani si:ale healih Ce-

partnents.

Great Caks ;Jater Ccnpan:/n s prosldeni, Beil;; iloeder', aqaln

Justified lire declsion nof f,o al-crt her custorne:'s of the Deeember

flfth woIl clcstnq at the tirne whon lt occuPred. Even lf the

publlc had been lni-opmod, thero woul-d have been no avallable

facts aboiit 1evels of eontamlnatlon or poss i.ble health hazards -

publ1e ltcalth Director Bcrnlee Glsnsiracusa arlCeti tha t thero



rtgrs ro '(nown i::siences of sot"lcus ::edj-gal- condi;ions caused b;r

lri.ehiorotxii-?lsnee 3nd ialreblld spoi<esrnan Salazar assure* i!-s l-

encrs iirai ala solvenfs p8;qDollsi.bie lor the coni,ami-natlon n:ii
been lransaol'teci to steel tanx:; encsserl ln eonereLe to rcri.rrse

\
llkoilnooC of another 1eak.

l,iayor na;yes suoted f rcn a lelter wr:iiten b;i Gover.no:' Brcwn:

ttfnfcr-,natj-c:: cii:i.entL;r availabi-e. .. r^;r]:;IC nct l-aaC ::le ieca:',nenL

(oi heai-.rl :L1 oxcecf, an'g probiems lrcn tne TCE ccnlamlnaticn. " I

Aceor.Ctnq f,o Broicn, legal act,ions aga lns i ?a irchiid were belnr-;

consl,iere d 'by the Stste Hcelih Departrnent, bui cirarqes wcr":id not

be flied r:r:ti.1 furrher.investlqaf,lon was compleleC.

Stat!:::i-c-q a:1d bureau:ratic :.lgnarcle hai fail-ed bo piacate

conce"ned:arents. Prellninar)i csnsus i.r.act dsia had been dis-
eusseC et a !'eb. 10 eommunit..r meetintr where the possi.bie connect-

lon between blrth Cefects and toxle waste raas ral.sed,' County

chetf of records enC slatlstics, T,oulse Debr...iiIlor, hed stated

that for the enil;'e cor-lnt;,r ln Lhe vear 19f]1, the blrtn defact

rate was 6.Lt instanees out of one thousanrl bi-rths, 10 In tire

eonsus tr-act whlch lnclurlcd the L,os Paseos ne14 borhood, the

1tE1 birth defeet lncidence was 15.2 out cf everl; one thousand
t-lbirths. '" I{owe'Jcr, assoclate county planner Eruee Tanner ha<j

polntc'.j ou'" that Lnsiead of ihe two thor:sanC hc'-rsehoiris in an

avor-,eqe census trsct, the Los psseos t:.act, was estinaterl ai
a, l+Ztr housei:o1dsr12 a faci whlch rnacle T-,os Paseos date seen

dlstorted Ln eomparison wlth other sbatlsflcs. Giansiraeusa

hed carrttoned aqalnst maklnq Jucgements wL-r,h only part!.al in-
fornatLon, ioassurrlng that ttthe gross data doesntt indieale

anythlng unr:sual or alarmlng.rr 13

Dlsturbed and Clssatlsfted, Los Paseos rosldents resolved

io offlciall-r voice eoncorns at a March 15 clty councll meetlnq. 7



T E BIG II;TEFT

San.Iose'rJas noi ihe onl-.,"rLcti-:r of :eqhi-:ent 3iq EusLn'ss:;.

In nri-l- Febi'uar;1 of i9;t2r a Prl'Ja:3 i^1el1 aaloss bhe sil'eei from

FalrehLlcif ;+ !{ouniain 'y'icw faell,,il,-.r was i.is.ovo-ed io eo.:*.ain -
rlanqefor-ls l-eveis of t:'1chl-oroethyiene (ll:i. Because of the

nlqn nrinber of semiconducior plen;l:s ln ibe a:"ea, i'" was inposs-

lcl-e ;O estabiish a rei'inile relaN!-cnship'le;teen ral;"c:i1l-C a::n

the :ontami-:ie ied weli.

To',rarC.s the end of that monf,h, FalrcnLic offl-ci-als released

that new qrounC-water contamination- causeC b:,' TCE leaks as ei

ihe San Jose locallsn- hail been d1-sccve:ed ai FairchiiC's Paic

Alto and Santa Clara fa ellltios. in i',larin Co,inf,1l, s ini-iar prcb-

Ierns were forrnrl. ai FalrchLld.rs San .Rafael piiant anii l{ere rumored

to bs the source of a prlvate well contamlnafion ln HeaiCsburg.

.5owever, onlv the South San iose ehcmical ieak had been proveC

to be the cause of contaninateri drinliins ':tater.

Accordinq to state and l-oeai ofiicialso the solvent leak

was ono 1|nk in a long chaln of chenlcal nishacs expelienceO"

by the San iose fasllitv throughout lts slx-year hisior-v.'rfius-

lcai ehal-r,s , tt rcpea ted renova ilons anC internai changes una e eom-

panleo b;.. the propcr paperwork, we?e f:'eauen-')-y obser';ed b-i

r l,
Fairshlld employees. 14 0ff ic j-gis aciinq, on an aRon;'/mor-ls llp

harl foun<i an acid leak where taln+,ed r^rater' 'usas bei-nq di-scharqed

into the water- waste system, anti a fo:"ner Falrchild worker ha<1

eonplaine6. o.f a la:rqe hydrofiuorl-e aci.C ieak splll l-ng una ttonded

lnto the ground for at least tweni'I- fotrr hoqrs Ln 1980.

Falrehil-drs spokesman, ,iohr Salazar, said ihai the palo Allo

plant had the lowesb 1e.rels of TCE: 'rJr.ts', above flve parLs per

p



1/bti ilon. " L) Ai tho Santa Clara feci_111-.., bi:e concen;rat'iJi: /
level.: :,angerl f:.cn ten io fi,it'.r p.3:.:s :]itrr i"!lliionr or f,wo to

fen f,ho,tsanri fi.nes the J-e4al-:rarinrii-: snr.un:,ii 'Salazar ad'{eri

otr'en ihougn ihe g::ouniiwa te:' :ra .l been ccn;aril lna ted a ; c iber na i r -

ehil-i lt:catj.onso the i:nI:r solve::t s:o:age tar:< wl-;h a leek ratl

been the one at tne San iose =iru.l?
lleanwhlle, Los Pasecs I'e:rj.ier:;s appea:'::o ai ttre llarah si-x-

ieenbh Ssn .Tose Cl,'y founoii nee:ing ic present ineir feai's ."riih

force anrl Dowcr. Carr;;lnq slgns sa-r'lng "Fairchiid cr liy Chilo'i ",

they conbinued to denrand an erplcra-,ion of tne conlaninalec drink-
lnq waier and the elus to:. of blr;n cefecis i.n ihelr neiqrbornooC.lS

Earller that ssme da;r, t'no Countll i{eei;n Departnent orCere,l

hundreds of snall publlc welis, servi-nB af loast lCO:00,r peogle,

to bo tesierL for chemlcal eentaninaiion. iieils oper.aterl by the

eounty had been exarnineo two weeks before, ln ascorrlanee wLth

Ma'ro" i1sr7€s I rerttest, but noc untli over four months afier the
rJei i l{o. L3 inciJent were publlc Crinkln,g r.iell-s tes ted. Public

Heal-th Dlrector Bernlce Gians ir.a cusa recorinenC.eci tna t priva te

we1ls locatecl wlthin a haif-mil-e raCius of a semiconductor slte
shorrlrl also be testei for ccnraminatl-onn as the rlisccvery at

Fa j-:rchild had produceC a irarre of lnr/*:r z|-1abLon in ihe .gcnrprrter

laoustrv. Nine cther senlconductor. oorporations in santa clara
Co,rnt'l a1one, lnclucitng Intel, fBlt, anC two seDaraie Hewlett-

Fackarri sltcs r r"r€ro also founC to have "ir".f ""f f ""*J.



HTTTING THE F'3.iT

Froi.r la;e 1q,12 io Ju-i.r oi' lL?|i, ?ai:'cliii was lnvcive,i in

b j-i',er l-e'dgi ,lis::';aes 3:tii ilr)u3:f if{)ii ,irana r.enl::di-n:.: ll:e cttbll':

of :-he;el-e','1

?rea I Ca xs ''i a

a4e lan<, Fa:

was :legri'; as

busl:es.;.

-,: ion si':.oru Fel.q;1 I{ason. Sir,.:ii by anqrlr res 1_rlenls,

ier'fornpany, ani tha nakei"s of rhe oifenr:lng stor-

?ch j.lri ws s drow:ring ln sn eocnonic whlripoo i wbtcr.

'iecliiis;lnq as ihe ci:e'nicai wnich be;ian Liie :licle

i,'latnescr loi-Ie-i,r' Cc., the nske:s cf tae solvsnf,-sir:r'aqe iank

in wirieh ?airchlld aa 11 eontaineri boxic chemi cals, wes represenre:i

b:'f a itornsl.'s T!:onas C, '3,1-aspy ani Charl es R. F.eeti.. fn Secieincei'

cf Lr32, at ihei.r reqirostr a Sanla Clara Count;,':lucerlor Cor:rt

Judqe refrainel Falr"ehlld frcrn r"emovtn{ ccntani-naied so11 frcm

the s01"enl, lank. aliowing other" lnrr'olve<i rartles ar opportunlf,l'

to perforn tesis or it. Uif;nesses for Matheson Donertv all-eqeC

ihaf ralrrhll-c 'rdurnpe i and/or spllleri nassl-'re +rantiiies of ehem-

lcals on the so11" i9, anC t'nat thls "dunpinel, not a fault;J

s t,:ra ge tank, was to blame for the contaml-na bed Cr.lnlcinq wa ter.
fn Decernber 1982, the lreat 0aks nlaf,en Cornpanv anno'-rnced

a $e! m:.:-tion dollar, lawsutt agalnst Fai:'chtId io: pollutlng
un1::cky '.;s11, llo. il. According to 3r"eat 0aks, Fal'l'chi-l,1 was

'rgullt:r of :ralican f."aurl and oppress!.cn u 2C 
because they had

known of the 1r leaklng storage t.enk before Dogenber 1981 but

hacl neqloeteri to tel1 tire waten oor,,lpany. Fairchi.ld was also

aecused oi illntentlonal1y srlporess (lng) infortnati-on regardLng

toxle spll1s fron government author!.tles, plalntiffs and the

publlc ln gencral. " 2I Falrehild supoosedly hari used power

anri lnfluence to inti.midate emirloyees into remaintnq sllent.
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In a*:.1!-tlon, G::oa|, iaks ali Sqed *.h3.- :ne contaminaiion nai

for',:err conDsn-;t p!.9rlj-Cent Beit;r loeder tc er':1:.1-i'e "br-in1-1 1a;ion'

neniai anqulsl allri se.7t-e enoilonel riis ire.ss ,lril ngrass:1enf,,

!nsul-ts anc abuse.'r 22

Cut oll :he origlnai 2;6 resiieni:r sui-ng Fs i:'cl-til-i1, f res t

0sks Waler" Concan'; ani i'larheson Doher''b.t Crr., ii? of fhen rrel'e

nhil.l-a:'r s,rfferil.q ffon meil-Ce1 riisabiiitie:-: '+'lni.Cn iite-rA '-he 3u-j-
vlr!-

pected resuiis cl i'nqestl-':n r:f tile ccniamlnaieri Cri:-lkj-n;-q wa:'e:

Clrrlri4 i-.rc iitotirerst preqnanoles. Lawyar John G. T:rndall r P€!-

y'esentlnq bile Los Paseos plainll-f fs, deseri-beC sucn healiir con-

dlticns as i'ang!.nq fron oonqsnliai'neart delects in infents ari-

to.ldleps f,o ihylotd, kidne;f , anC Sodgk!.nrs Oisease !n adrrl Ls an:i

olrier peoole. The T,os Pasecs suit was based on melltal anl ph;rs-

!.ca1 angulsh, as well- as the lcn,q-'bj.rne risX of cancer the con-

tgnlnaticn had le fl bhern wi;h.

Legal iaccies in the cese 'i^re:'e aqgress ire anC of len indir"-

ect. Tyndall presented. an internal- FaLrcnild rnemo as evi.dence

that tne leak irad begr.rn a:rear ear]-j.er than eorporaio offisials

a clni t ter1. Da ted Janrrary 22, 11982, bhe nemo i^Ig s f rom Gayy Suttce '

an asslslani eontrolier, to hls supervlsor Ra;g Gramnei'- Suli.on

had writ+"cn: "fn oreler" to deterrnine when the leak began and how

mr:eh. has l-eaked, we have reconcil-ed ehernical pr:rehases a'rd chem-

ical waste cilsposai. Rosul1',s show lr 91it Eellons !n l-9?t thai

cainol be accolnted for whlch indleates *-he leak probabi;i stari-

erl ln thaf -'rear.t 23 Ealrchll'C spokesman ,fohn Salarar arqued

tha t Sutton I s conelus l-on haci been " erroneous . rr 2L

The pr.oseegiion also cited testlnony secured f:'c:n a former

Fairchlld nalntenance worker, Dan!el- Boggs. Boggs siated uncer

penalt.."r of peljurv that sr.Hcervlsors had told htn to iqnore the
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leax. { cOmltln,lok: a:'l(lnq *,q::Ll-iees Was !,ta"- lte SC'lven:'tastd

?arnovcrs ,lirrl:oC. Fairchill less 3:lr"i ie::t f leru 4y1r-l';.2j

Becai;se cj' "er:ess j-v3 p:"ei':ial p;c:-lci tt'r '' 2s :.ailchlii

off Lcial-s :"e.ues ie'1 o cha:rge of venuer e sare ccilllrl"e nce i-n ?

civil sul:. A3ccncan;;inq ti:eir peLilicn i.ras B coll-ec:ion of

new:jDailer el lpninqs sn inch tnlcK an,1 a lr-loie f lorn Charles Se:'a -

p'nin, {CB:i news rii:'ec Lor, ccnnen;inq :aa i iie fa ii';h j. i,: f j"s sco

w.?-c t!a :rgl^t.l strlr:;r of siqnlfieen-- :'-lblL:: ln:eresi ;o wni-cn KCtsS

rievcfec siqnifieant coveraqe. " 27 Falz'eniid was Cenlei" their

z'elue s t.

fn Jr:l1i of i936, iired but nci scrrllitinq guii'., FairchliC

ar.ri.'!-ed. at an orrt-ef-ccu?r sot:lenenf, r,li-th 5:A Los Paseos plain-

ii.ifs " the ierms of r^rhich were nof rel,/ealed tc tne p:lblic. 28

The cash set,tl-ement was ccnsl-iered a Sif,ielsweel viciar';', siiice

the emoiional ordea.l- ol livlng wltir those ne,licatly impairec

wa s ro!'8r-!.,rding. Lorraine Ross, wbose I ei ler had p;'ompted ex'

pl-o1atj-on of the Los Pasacs ciusier of 'bir..h defocts, said th.sl

her.Cauqhter iuilane had alread''r underqone two frearl operations

and probably neeCecl ono more. .

"And who knows? Shcts oni:r 5;, anc shets gci a l-ong wa;r to
rr 2l

9o.

Another rosldoni, Susgn P':plr':! was rolleved tna

orrleal was final1;'over, yet sne foresaw ful-.ttre dtfi

becsuse of the amount of the s et',,lenent.

i bho leeal

iculties

t'f can see itts qolng to create a lot of problems with ottr

farnL1y, personal problems. in the en:Jll'enment we livs in, people

arc goi.nq to be very cnvlous'tr lo

The otrly plalntlffs wlthout worrles and concerns were the
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ohi.lCren whose bfu.th rJefects hgd brou;5ht bhe spotli.qnt- and the

s earehl-lghl- oit FalrchllC Senlconducior" back ln 1t82. Whon

lntervi-ewe,l b1r lie:"eury Ner;s reporter ltlit,chel Benson, sir-year-
oiC Br.lan lr:ppa conf lCeC that hls share of ihe settlenent, ln

trust untlJ- his olqhteenth blrthiay, would be scent on e black

Co:'vette tt o cause i like tem. rr 31

1f
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TTE IJGT.Y S,I'AN

'Ii:c past slri::q o: sganCal-s hai 1

ar.i'rnlortain, Cr:e :he ttgrandia:hey'

bf-',r, " 32 e:erilte i wl- ii: J;he inven:1cr:

?airchLlri hati beecne sn r:ql;. swan with

gressl-nq j-n.fo s sileicssfi;i Cueliling.

Fa lr:l:il-i uns f; e.sc',-

ca* io *a i c: ir, iniu: -

i:r leqra leC .:ire,ri:s ,

i-:'i: j!rrplrhn^d 
^r a--

fn i936r Fa.lr'ch1.l-,: l-cs: $ll:ni-l.rcn 3ul cl Sl-13.j niilicn

to:al sales n anil 1n ;iep+-enber c;f 1?ET ecsrinL.ila ieil iosses fo:'

t!:a-- .1e3a wel"e es I in6ited at "$?0 rnj-11-lon, wi:.en a fcr"eiqi e o:n-

ooilcor., F\r jitsu i,tci. , off,:red to Purcnase 8O# sf lai:-chlla

Senlconrlueio:: in Ce;ilbe:' i9rr5o thel-r' bii was t'eJected be*alts'a

tho'Ini:e,i Ststes govornment dld nat'*'ant s rrfli-ii-ie?-.. sucpite:'

ln japanese hands.'t 33 Eventueli:r a bu;rer' ,*as founC ln i{atlcn-

a1 Serniconduotor, whose aeruL-qltion would a1low them to becone
rl,tra forniCeble coripetj-tor on t'n* 1eve1 of Texas fnsii,i:ments. " -){+

Na iional had tntend.cC, to plircnase on1;r part of, Fe ir"chil-C, orii

enf lcecl b'J the allu:'e of a rrbargain bastrnenf, p:icer " 35 - a

me-e $f ee rrril-1 ion - thev bouqhf all Falrchild iocations excopb

for tho 11i- reprrtcd Seuth San Jese faciiiiy.

Whan a L791010 sruare f,:ot shopclng center was propcsed

by Koii, C,:., lo be br;11f, ,:n the San ,Tos,a Fairchild. s j-ien

loeai roslCents haii nixed renclLons. T'aey rcllsned. the !dea

of the bulldinqts deno1ltlon, br:i resenbed the l:'sffia a shop-

ping eentor worrl-d br"lnq to the a?ea. The San Jose C..i.,y Cortncll

would have to chanqe Falrohtldt s zsnlng fr"om Lndustrj-al to

cornrner"elal, and thls conbineC wllh sLher leqal teetrnlaalitlgs

preventerl the shopcinq center from belns buil-t. Ernbraced br"

n hLgh cyclono ftneen as tf barberl wire ccult1 protect tt

eft

cI'

of

li

rl
Ir_!



fros: frlrtha- nislor"i:tne, Iai.:'en!,idts li:ne1''r ';hal-l cnn salii be

seen a0iiaY.
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fTriaEr ,t\T r It^r[v n:.1 :.lrrI! jii -r "rl\: J,r J-J

,{hen a ce j,l-.i esks lls motne-i' ii' s ne na j w.:ntad a gil'l or a

bo:io tire noihel us'rsl1;r repiies, "i just :{sn;erj. i,lrl bc be heal- bhy.'r

Tho saridest conse.uenee oi Fei"rc-il,f t s f cxlc ;ragec;; were

those'o;rre::ts- and chj.id:'en- whc were tne unl-ucx;r- Dnss.

Ted -qrnit.:ir etsirrrnan of tne Sil-tcon Yaiiey Tori,ls Coalif,icn,

saj-,.1 t'aa: peor."l-e "ha?e been thr"eaf;eneri wi-ih firinE ti ihe:i leakecl

anythLngit abouL the fhree- yee" st'::c"' on the los Pasecs blrth de-

I-ecj: oluster" conCucteri b;r the Sania iiara Co'tntlf Heal'uh lepart-

ment. 36 ,Jne portlon of th.e study explored lhe rale of birth ce-

feCis anC rni-sCar"riages, an,i the oth.e:' Secr-i.Cn co'v'el3c Cardia+

Cefscts ln infants.

The obJectives of ihe cardiac Cefecis study were: No con-

clude lf caldiac defeets ocourreC at a higher-than-average rale

ln the Los Pesoos neighborhootii to deierni-ne whetirer an excess

of cases in the aree cor:iC be erpllai.ned b]' maternal r'lsk factors,

sr-rch as famlly tendency towar"ds heart riefecbs; and to Cecice if

en'rlr.onmenbal factors, namel.y eonEaminaierl drlnklng waterr ha<l

an../ effeets upon the pregnaneies of worner: who had been served by

',,Ie11 l{o. 13. Renovinq srrch hereditar:f tenrleneies as Downrs slrn-

drcrne anc hear.i coniitions, anC takr.n3 lnto acccunt silcir factors

as the motherts ai3e anC alchoiroi consunoii-on, ihe e'raluaiors

were faceri wlfh sLartlinq resulis. Cornpared to " "o"lrol 
grc:'lp'

the Los Faseos neiqhborhood had eight,een nore rniscarclages, e5-ght

' nir"ah riefeets lx more stillborn births . 37
more ca ses of' birt'n Cef ects, anC f oi't',-- s

i{eart malfUnctlons wero af, a rate of 2.2 pelCent ln the conirol

area and 5,9 percent ln Los Paseos. 38

0bJoctivos of the preqnanev outcome survey were: to see if

15



there wae, an excess of, sbnornal preqnancies ln llie Los Faseos

reqicn; i:o ii.Lssover i.f :naternal faof0:'s coitld expialn the eI-

oess; ani lc see :.f conEaminateci wa:er" had. been cenin.i the cl-us-

ter'. of bi-:"ri: .le.fecis. Researshers 1ea:'ne+ tirai ios Paset>s hai
r'^ia lLr),.i, e!/er.gge of spoiltaneo:rs aborttr:ns ccrnpared to LL/, expar'

i-enced by ihe co::ircl qt'criri. The percenE ef eonflenltai malform-

at!.ons fsr the Los Fa'seos grouo litas 9.C ccmparerl ?-a ihe control

qroilo I s 2.3 pei'e€nt' 3'

,"Ihil-e the stud-v confir:ne11 that nate:'na1 r'isks were lct the

cause for ihe cluster of cirth iefects, tai.nted :.1e11 water cct:l-C

not be rief ini.bel_rr pinaointed as tlre reascn. E'/en lf F',al:'childt s

e1.rgrs haC been direcbly io bla:ne, ti:ey cculd not :roake chose un-

fortrrnate enouEh t'e oare .fo:r the vj.etlns any beiter eruippeci to

handle thelr very personal tragedies" .ts Lorr"aine Ross sald of

her d.aughter Jrrlianao "S!:.ets only !f, and. ehe has a long way ta

Es.'r hO
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0n Sec;enl-'er 3, .L?t7, Fai:rcirj.l-l ran a iuii---crge ao i:: rhu.

San .loso l{ercu::.1 News, sayinq ttrg i "99 1, ,tf tire i:rriusirial cnem-

1ea.l-s ln tne soil and q:.orrndwatoi' narl been 'r'ernc'.re,:1. rr lli if

Fa irchlld :lari noi been so neqllgent ln rhe ir deal-inqs wi:n loxi.c

sol,venbs, perhals f,he:r worrii noi harre haci !o lai:nch a r*21 nil ilon

rloll ar ei-foy'l ;J :'ersLr tha riana,iec en'/i:onmen;.

Falrchiio. spcl<esman iohn Sai azar assured anxlous i,os Faseos

pa:'enis that fhe leakinq solvent-storale ianks eaii Jeen encaseC

L:r eoncreie f;o pre,,rent i'u?-r,hsl cnemical- ccntanlnation, cu-,, tf

the tanks ha.1 been exa::nined for ieaks more f:eruen!i;r, ihe rrate:

contamlna tlon xo'r1ul ha ve been n:ch less concent:'ated. r{owever,

Falrchlldrs blunde:. does noi excuse the faet thab boln the Cib.,r

of San.Iose and,?reet Oaks l,/ater Co. pernitteC. a weli which serv-

ed the publie to be loeateC 21000 feet frorn a poteniiail;r danqer-

ous ehenleal.

In the esse of the Morrnta!.n l/lew eontani-naf lon, Falrcntld
proposed brrlidin.q an rrnderqrouncl slurr.;r wal-1 bo contror tcxic
punplng and excevatLon of the cityt s talnbec weils. The -prob-

lem wa s cons idere d to be lal rly s imple un t 1l- ccn la:n lna t icn of
a d.eep arrrilier, whi-ch i:aC. been filled with wa',,e:"'fr.orn an old

a qr"lculturar we11, .,.ras disooverec. rf cit;r off iclal-s hac seen

fit to remove bhe 1i-nk befween tire o1d well and Lhe presenily-

operatlnq aqulfier, perhaps the toxic tl-ean-i;p uoulC not be

bstlmated to last for five h',rnd.red years. ltz

Ted Srnith, executlve dlrector: of the Silleon YalIey Toxlcs

Coalltlon, sneerood at what he cal1ed "a hl.qh-powereC ac carnpaign

to make people forget and convtnce ihen ltts Jus! carb of anclent

I8



hl,story. " ill ra irchildr s ef fort to lnforrn the public abou t
the status cf the slean-up was noi meant io be self- reward!.ng.

fr"r fae to ?aj.rehiLd was among nine other semiconduc;or plants

whlch werre found to have chernical loaks, and Just i:appenned Eo

beeome bhe scapegoat beeause of neqllgenee on the part of the

clty and Great Oaks i{8tcr Co. ff, as Smith csnientis, Falrehlid
had i.ranied the publle to under"estlnate the perilnen:e of the tor-

lc coniamlnation, lt ls hsrdly i-tkely thai a full-page ad ln the

clt:r paper would make them forget. Llke every other company ln-

volved wlth the toxle tragedy, Fairchild SemlconCuctor suffered

only fron lhe!.r lack of prudence and farslghtedness, not from

gu11ty compunctionsr

:..
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