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This essay is based on the recollections 2f Antone D. and Mary
Nascimento Simas. Their memories of the Lawrence Station Road

Portuguese Dairymen provided the material for the information

included here in,
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During the late 1800's Sunta ¢lara County was in the midst
of changing from a community inhabited primarily by Mexican and
Northern Zuropean scttlers to a melting pot of a greater variety
of nationalities, Cne particular group that chose to immig rrate
to thiz Northern California region was the Portuguese Azoreans.
The rugged, isclated Azores Islands, located in the mid-Atlantic
Gcean, developed industrious and hard-working people. The pov-
erty and limited opportunities on the islands encouraged many
Azoreans to leave their nomeland in order to pursue the dream of

building & better and more prosperous life in America.

Cne particular area that atiracted many Portuguese immigrants
was the section of Lawrence Station Road located between Alviso
Fay and the ®1 Canmino Real Highway., Upon arriving in the ares
these hardy islanders initially worked as hired hands on the
established ranches, orchards arnd dairies. They worked long hours
at their low vaying jobs in ordevr t¢ save money to purchase itheir
own lands. Due to thelr knowledge of farming and milk productlon
these frugal FPortuguese 1mn3brantb often venitured into the dairy
business. Terhaps they selected ihe Lawrence Station Road area to
establish their first dairies because the lands were relatively
inexpensive and the Jouthern Tacific Railroad and the mL Camino
Real Highway were very accessitle. Tn addition the climate and
terrain found there reminded the Fortuguese of their homeland. 4t
the turn of the century Santz Clara was surrounded by vast fields
filled with oatz, barley and other grasses native to the area. A
variety of wild animal 1life freely roamed the countryside. Here
and there the colorful Riung-necked Pheasant and the California
fuzil dashed about. The long-ezred Jack Rabbit could te seen
running fruntically in search of ¢ safe hide-out. From thic =cenic
alkaline land north of Santa Clarn ike Ailigent Portuguese families

carved out a livelinood.
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Approximately twenty FPortuguece families founded dairieg
on the seven wmile section of Lawrence Station Road situated
between the Mt. View-Alviso Road and the EL Camino Real Nighway.
One of the typical Portuguese dairies was established by Antonio
A. Nascimento and Jose P. Pombinhoe. These two Azoreans purchased
the forty acre Lillick homestead and transformed it into a
Holstein dairy. 7The acreage'was located along the then dirt and
gravel Lawrence Rozd(it was rather common in those days to see
a man driving a horse driven wagon loaded with a large wooden
barrel filled with water. & sprinkler attachment would send
rapid showers of liquid tc control the road dust and pack the
earthen roadway.) Approaching the two story farm house, built in
the late 1800's, the beholder's eyes were overwhelmed by all the
"gingerbread" needlessly decorating the exterior. The large hay
barn was constructed in s wmuch more practical manner., JTts plain
wooden exterior did not immediately reveal its usefulness to the
farmer. The interior was divided into three main sectiomns: the
hay storage areas, the animal sitalls and the hay Jloft, In addition

to the housce and hay barn, trhe original homestead also included
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a large windmill and several other outbuildings. The windmill
narnessed the winds and breezes To provide water for household
and general farm usage. There always seemed to be enough of a
breeze to turn the slanting vanes and send a soft purring sound
throughout the farm yard. A fan-shaped tail kept the vanes
facing the wind., There wag & flozt mechanism that stopped the
pump whenever the large redwnod storage tank was filled with
water. The whirling and btwirling windmill was a functional and
charming feature of the farms of yesteryear. To this basic farm
Antonio and Jose added milking barns, corrals and outdoor animal
feeding stalls. Finally they purchased their first herd of
Holstein dairy cows. The Holsteln was selected primarily for its
congistently high level of milk production. These large-boned
black and white cows appeared to nave random patchwork gquilt
patterns stitched to their nides. In spite of their odd éppear-
ance the Holsteins were capable of producing 15,G00 pounds of

milk annually.

intonio Nascimento and Jose 2. Pombinho's life on the dairy
was filled with a repetitive daily routine that under closer
examination reveals a satisfying work laden 1ife. At the break of
each dawn the big red rooster would stretch out his neck, stand
on the very tips of his wrinkled toes and utter out a loud,
explosive alarm thal a new day was about to begin. Hours earlier
the dairymen had already tossed sside their bedding(revealing
their long John underwear which they wore practically year round )
and started preparing for the initial work of the dey. Sleepily
they doned their denim jeans and faded blue chambray shirts.
Pulling up their thick home-made woolen socks and stuffing them
into a pair of wooden-soled shoes or rubber poots- they groped for
their kerosene lanterns, Iantern in hand they would stagger into
the cold, dark farm yard. The old shepherd dog would help the
dairymen round up the cows. The waiting Holsteins would often
toss their black and white heads from gide to side and swish
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their long taile in anticipaticn of the morning milking. A few
eager cows would open their wide cavernous mouths, exposing rough
pink tongues, and call. out a welcoming "mooing'" sound to the
milkers. (Quickly guiding the cows into the wondrous barn, with its
hand-hewn beams festooned with wisps of hay,the milkers could hear
the soft tapping sound of the cow hoofs on the thick wooden plank
floor. Overhead spider webs woven in delicate lace patterus
obscured the gquiet doves hiding on the upper rafters. Each cow
automatically went to its accustomed stall and was locked into
place., In the winter season the Holsteins were often coated with
splashes of mud and manure. The men would carefully hose down the
cows to clean them thoroughly. Then with 2 hand held clippers the
dairymen would shave the cow's hind gquarters. This was done 1o

keep the cow's bag clean and sanitary.

Immediately the milker grabbed his one-legged milking stool.
This basic stool was usually hand-carved out of fig tree wood.
The light-weight, vet strong wood yielded a stool that was easily
attached tc a belt that could be cinched around the milker's waist
securing the stool firmly on his buttocks. Milking stool in place
the milker would sit at the rear of the cow(near the udder) and
the milking ritual would begin., Strong hands would clench the
protruding tits and in = regular pumping motion squeeze out the
rivulets of milk, The milk would fall rhythmically into a five
gallon tin pail held betwecen the milker's knees, Foam, billowing
in cotton-like puffs, would ease to the top of tThe pail. The
milker would then take the milk-heavy bucket to & nearby ten
gallon can and carefully dump the liquid into the container. The
milk cans were usually covered with a cheese cloth strainer in
order to filter cut any unwanted impurities, The filled milk cans
were capped and placed in water-cooled troughs 1o keep the milk
as fresh as possible. Shortly a horse driven cart would take the
cans of milk to the train depot te be shipped to San Francisco
creameries for distribution., Once a month the dairymen would ride
on the trazin and go to the creamery office to collect a few gold

coins as payment for their milk.
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After the worning milkingz (cows had to be milked twice a
day, seven days a week!) the dairymen would return to the farm.
house kitchen for a hearty, home-cooked breakfast. The bulky
wood stove was the center of activity. TFragrant eucalyptus wood
provided fuel for cooking and zlso warined the Xitchen, Antonio
Nascimento's wife, Rosa, steod over the stove frying a pan of
freshly gathered eggs and home-cured bascon. 4 pot of spicy beans
slowly simmered on the back portion of the stove top. Other
breakfast items frequently served were buttermilk pancakes, oatmeal
mush, . fried potatoes, home-made bread topped with freshly churned
butter and quince Jelly. The entire family would often join the
milkers at the kitchen table zs they all enjoyed the first meal
of the dey together. tTter breakfeost the wmen would return to
the harn to clean the milking utensils and to complete other
routine choresgs,

During the summer hayirg season intonio Fascimento and Jose
Y. Pombinho would put on their vattered straw hats and hitch up
a team of horses to a mowing machine. The horses, men and mower
would move across ihe open fields carefully cutting row upon row
of tall grasses. Later 2 wire-tined buck rake would bhe used %o
pull the drying hay into more concise rows. When the hay was
almost completely dried “ntonio and Jozs would use their pitch
forks 1o pile the hay inte igloo-shaped wounrds. Now the two
dairymen would anxiously gcun the summer skies in hopesg that a
brillant sun would cure ihe shociks of gweetlly scented hay., After
trne hay was proeperly dried it was renady to be stored in the barn.
4 large flat-bedded wagon, pulled by the team of horses, would be
taken into the fields tc gather up the crop of hay. The men would
pick up a forkful of hay and toss it onto the wagon (repeating
this process until the wagorn was piled high with its precious
cargo.) The Nascimento children enjoyed climbing to the top of

the hay wagon and pretending to be kings and aqueens as the wagon
y é) =) 1

was pulled back to the hay storage area. Their merry laughter

could be heard as the men btegen to unload the jolden hay using
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yhen nay was ot nlentiful Antonio Vaccimento
asture in the Ta Fonda arca (approximately

znd his
= partner would rent a T
twenty-five milen from the Tawrcnce Road Juiry.) Ihe men and boys
really had to play cowboys when the cows were roved to the distant
. grasslanda. The "cowboys" walked the herd along the back roads
in order to move the animoals toward thelr destination. Teaving
2t day braoak; the entourasge would head ncrth on Lawrence Road
zigging and sagping onto Tvelyn street in ihe curmyvale area,

twisling through ihe streets oI t. View until they were zble to
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cross the &l Camine Real Highway. rrriving at the iush green
fields of the rented pasiure 1snda the men Aho bvoys would Teel
exhausted but catisfied ihatl their trek would provide food for

their prized animals.
mhe Tortuguese gairy families were quite religiuus. They
almost 21l aihered to the Catholic raith of thelr forefathers.

Sunday Mass was faithfully stsended each week, A uniguely

TR ELRIATIRE]

Portuguese religious celebration was the anpnual Foly chost Flesta.
Portuguese sooleties such as the SJociedad a¢ Yspirto Santo(S.E.S.)
were formed to Drenerve and retalin the'cenfurjes old custom of
wonoring a thirteeth century queen{st. Tsabel . Traditionally

a young Portuguese girl would e celected to be queen of the

local festival. The daliry £orilies would qonate beel cattle for
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a free lunch of sopas € carne (meat and veefl brotn was served over
slices of thick bread garnished with sprigs of fresh mint.) Often
the donation of a cow was the resull of a promise between the farmer

-
I

and Ged.  The orowiscs were uselly hoged on the (uifillment of a
desire for a healthy and progpeiouc ysal. The proud and plous
Portugnese families living on Tzwrence Noud enjoyed participating
in the solemn religious procession and macs. Immediately following
the religious ceremonies everyone enjoyed feasting, dancing and

other typically Portuguese Iorms of entertainment.

T™his glimpse into the lives of the Doriugnese dalrymen serves
4s a2 means of hignlightling an slmost unrecognisaed segment of loyal
citimens., Their relatively uneventful liveg provided a seunce of
stablity to their families and commurity. In recognizing the early
pioneers in the dairy indusiry we acknowledge their contributions
to the growth and development of 3Santa 0lzra County.

Parly Peortuguese Deiryrien of Lawryencce Dowd:

intonio Nauscimento sntone Silvera Jonhrn Texiersa
Jose P. Tombinhdo Frank Machado John Nascimento
Joaguin Silvera Manuwel Machado Joe Moniz
Josepn Faria t1fred Machado John Iaptista
TFrank a Wanuwel Freltas Prank Datra
Jos 1? ilva Joaqﬁin Treitas Joe Dutra

John wil Munuel de 3imas and others



