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CYCLING: 1IN AND ARCUND SAN JOSE
1890 - 1900

The bicycle, especlally the safety bicycls with the
pneumatic tire, had an impact upon the way of life of the
people in San Jose. The safety bicycle was Introduced at
the annual meet of the Californla Divislion of the League of
American Wheelmen held in San Jose in 1890.l The pneumatlc
tire was introduced in the same year.2 Both of these
lmprovements made the bicycle easier to ride and control for
men and especially women.> This means of transportation
gave the indlvidual more independence. It had a definite
effect upon one's health, moral attitudes, soclal 1life and
manner of dresa, The blcycle lncreased the need for better
roads and new city ordinances. This new freedom created by
the bicycle was embraced enthusiastically. Statistics show
that in 1895, there were 28 blcycle agencies Iin San Jose
and 1,061 bicycles had been sold in the previous year
doubling the number of bicycles owned. There were around

3,000 wheelmen in the county.4

IMyrtile Cerf, "The Wheel in California," Overland
Monthly 22 (October 1893): 396,

2Ibid., p. 398.
5Ibid., o. 399.

4San Jose Mercury, Santa Clara County and Its Resources;

A Souvenir of the San Jogse Mercury (San Jose: San Jose
Publishing and Printing Company, 1895), p. 246,




Riding c¢lubs were as popular as the bicycle, and
San Jose had many. A select list of the clubs were the
Garden City Cyclers, San Jose Road Club, the Elite Cyclers,
the Young Men's Christian Assoclation Cyclers, the Observatory
Cycling Club, the Columbus Cycling Club, and the Ladles Cycling
Club.5 In other parts of the county, there were the Campbell
Cycling Club, Mayfield Wheelmen, the Tribune Cyclers of Gilroy,
the Saratoga Clover Leaf Club, the Franklin Road Club and the
Mountain View Cyclers.® Although the clubs were organized
primarily to promote amateur raclng, they also provided a
soclal life for their members.

One of the two most nopular elubs in San Jose was the
San Jose Road Club. It was organized with the main objective
of promoting road racing in Santa Clara County, and 1ts races
over the East San Jose Course achieved state-wide reputation,’
The club was organized around 1892 in a little shanty at 75
South Fifth Street in San Jose. Its first set of officers
included W. L. Parker as President, C. A. Heoppe as Vice-
President, C. J, Belloll as Secretary-Treasurer, John 7. Bailey
as Captain, Otto Ziegler, Jr. as Lieutenant, G. Minor as
Bugler, and A, M, Hobson as Color Bearer. Charles Pomeroy
was also a charter member. They adooted the ivy leaf as their

club emblem, and straw and lavendar as theilr official colors,8

d8an Jose Mercury, Santa Clara County and Itgs Resources;

A Souvenir of the San Jose Mercury (San Jose: San Jose
Publishing and Printing Company, 1895), p. 246.

61bid., p. 246.

7San Jose Dally Mercury, 3 September 1894, p, 8,

81nid,



By September of 1894 their membership had grown to 80 members,
which created the need for larger quarters. They laid the
cornerstone for a new clubhouse on the west side of Third
street, just north of San Fernando Street. No formal exefcises
were held for the laying of the cornerstone, but the members
gathered for impromptu speeches by the club officlals. A box
containing the club's history, nhotographs of prominent
membera, coples of daily and cycling opapers, and colns was
deposited in the cornerstone.9 The building was to be
constructed of oressed brick and trimmed with terra cotta.
The front part of the bullding was to be divided into a
varlor, reading room, and billiard room. The rear of the
hall was to be fltted with temporary partitions dividaing it
into a gymnasium and tralning gquarters with lockers and
clogets, The partitions could be removed to convert the
space into a banquet hall.l0 The club continucusly
supnorted and organlzed road racing events,

The Garden City Cyclers were the leaders in promoting
track racing, in addition to providing many social events
for thelr members and hosting events for other clubs. In
1894 their membership went over the 100 mark and at that time,
the members decided to incorporate.ll It was reported on

August 15, 1894 that Directors Lamkin, Carey, Lewis, Ravlin,

9san Jose Dally Mercury, 3 September 1894, p. 8.

101nhig.

1l1pid4., 8 July 1894, p. 5.



Herndon, Alexander, Chase, Pollard, Macaulay signed the
papers for incorporation and sent the papers to Sacramento,l2
The ground had been broken in July 1894 for new club rooms
to be built on San Fernando Street between First and Second
Streets.l3 The club would occcupy the upper story of the
building with a room for the Directors, a parlor, billiard
room, reading room, gymnasium, bathrooms, and a wheel room.
The furniture cost the club $2,500.1%4

The Garden City Cyclers built a track on South First
Street in 1892, It was a quarter-mile track and was embanked
at the curves, The track was covered with crushed rock and
was rolled and watered. The surface was rough enough to
of fer resistance to the broad tires on the bicycles.l5
Grandstands were bullt to seat 1,200, and there was sufficient
room on the north side of the grandstands to park the buggies.16
The track was said to be the fastest in the state, and was
ready rfor the flrst race,

The new track was used for the inaugural races of
the consolidated racing clubs. It was an all-day affair
with a parade In the morning, and the races in the afternoon.
San Francisco and Oakland clubs chartered a special train
whilch brought in over 500 visltors for the event. In the

morning there was a parade through the business center of

12gan Jose Dally Mercury, 15 August 1894, p. 3,

131Ibida., 8 July 1894, p. 5.

148an Jose Mercury, Santa Clara County and Its Resources;
A Souvenir of the San Jogse Mercury (San Jose: San Jose Publishing
and Printing Company, 1895), v. 244,

158an Jose Dally Mercury, 5 September 1892, n. 7.
161b14.
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town. It was a grand affair with Second Street decorated
with flags and bunting. Each club rode in formation and
used fancy movements. The parade was headed by the Grand
Marshall Thomas K. Knox and J. Delmas, President of the
Garden City Cyclers.l?” The races held in the afternoon
at the new track were witnessed by 2,500 people.l8

If the quarter-mile gravel track built in 1892 was
good, the cement track built by the Garden Clty Cyclers was
better. The track was 1/3-mile in circumference, and was
bullt for a 2-minute track which meant that the wheels would
stand at right angles with the track when the bicycle was
traveling at a speed of a mile in two minutes. The coat to
build the track and the grandstands was $9,000.19 The
blcycle tournament which was held to celebrate the opening
of the cement track was billed as "the greatest event in the
¢ycling history of the Pacific Coast."20 The races drew
cyclists from all over the country, Forester's Military
Band directed by Frank Witherell furnished the music for the
occaslon. Many businesses closed so that everyone could
attend the races, and 1t turned into a holiday for the

citizens of San Jose.2l

173an Jose Daily Mercury, 10 September 1892, p. 5.

1871pi4q,

198an Jose Mercury, Santa Glara County and Ite Resources;
A_Souvenir of the San Jose Mercury (San Jose: San Jose Publishing
and Printing Company, 1895), p. 244,

203an_Jose Dally Mercury, 17 Aoril 1895, p. 5.
2l1bid., 18 April 1895, p. 3.




Another innovation in racing by the Garden City Cyclers
was the electric light race. A large number of electric
lights were suspended over the track, and night racing was
initiated.22 The track was a bit dark in places, but the
home stretch was brillantly lighted. Large numbers of
Japanese lanterns were strung over the grounds to add to the
atmosphere. The race was a flnanclal success, and was
attended by 2,000 people.23

In addition to the competltive races, informal and
social runs were organlzed for the enjoyment of the members.,
Relaxing rides were nlanned, such as a watermelon run24, and
a pilenic ride to Alum Rock.25 A fun race called the Hare
and Hound Chase was planned by the Stew Buns of the Garden
City Cyclers, The hares given a two-minute start led the
hounds on a merry chase througn the c¢ity, leaving a trail by
drcofng small plileces of paver behind them. One group of
hares made the trail difflcult to follow by crossing the bed
of the Los Gatos Creek twice. The race took one hour and
covered 20 miies. The winning hare was awarded a pair of
gold stockings and a cap. The winning hound was awarded a

luggage carrier,26

22gan Jose Daily Mercury, 15 July 1894, p. 1l.

231bid., 28 July 1894, p. 8.
241bid., 2 September 1894, p. 11.
25Ibid., 8 July 1894, p. 5.
261p1d., 15 June 1896, v. 5.



The Garden City Cyclers also entertained other clubs
which helped strengthen friendly relations throughout the
communitles 1n the Bay Area. They hosted a barbeque and
run to the Blackberry Farm for the Reliance Club of Oakland.
The menu was very elaborate including salads, cold meats,
barbequed beef and mutton, pickles, olives, and cheeses
with 1ce cream, cake and coffee for dessert. The tables were
set for 150 peovle. After the sumptuous plenic, the Reliance
Club Quartet gave a musicale for everyone's enjoyment,27

The ladlies were acknowledged as beling expert road
riders, and they formed their own blecycle club, The club
was very succinctly called the Ladies Cycling Club. They
adopted the emblem of the wheel and crescent for thelr own.28
The club members had an active membership and social life
including meetings, runs and piecnies. In the Sunday edition
of the San Jose Daily Mercury on July 8, 1894, it was
reported that they were, “becoming more enthusiastic under
the efficlent guildance of vopular captain, Miss Wana Miller,"29
On the night of the fourth, they entertained the members of
the Garden City Cyclers with a bicycle run around the city,

watchlng the fireworks display at the City Hall, and ending

27san Jose Daily Mercury, 17 May 1897, bp. 6.

281v1d., 1 July 1894, p. 6.

291b1d., 8 July 1894, p. 5.
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the evening at the Hotel Vendome listening to the music. 30
The thrust of young people and blcycling didn't have
its impetus during this veriocd, There was one mention of
the High School Bicyele Club., The club held 1ts second
five-mile handicap race on the Eaat San Jose Course. The
prize was a gold medal whlch had to be won three times by
any one rider to become his property. Will Black had just
won it for the second time,>l
It added to the credits and popularity of a cycling
club to have a crack rider as one of their members. Otto
Ziegler, Jr,, one of the charter members of the San Jose Road
Club, established many records in track and road racing. The
beginning of his success was in 1893. At a meet in San
Francisco, he won the one-mile Northern Division Champlonship
sponsored by the League of American Wheelmen,?2 On July 4,
1894 at the Stockton races, he lowered the two-mile record to
4:46 1-5, and won first place in the 2-mile handicap.39
San Joseans were certain that they had the fastest wheelman

on the coast.3* Ziegler added road racing to his credits

308an Jose Daily Mercury, 8 July 1894, p. 5.

311p1d., 17 April 1895, p. 2.

32Myrtile Cerf, "The Wheel in Californis,” Overland
Monthly 22 (October 1833): 397.

338an Jose Daily Mercury, 6 July 1894, p. 6.
341b14,



when he and his trainer, C. C. Hopklins, broke the record
from Frulitvale, Oakland to the San Jose townclock. They
traveled the distance in two hours and seven mlnutes,
breaklng the prevlious record by four minutes, In addition
to being paced by several unnamed wheelmen, they were paced
by the Hayward electric cars,35

For Ziegler and hie fans too, the height of his glory
was reached when he attended the national racing tournsment
of the League of American Wheelmen in Denver in August 1894,
He won the two-mlle national champlonship, and was given a
standing ovation by the crowd.30® On the closing day of the
race in Denver, he was dubbed with the title, "Ziegler, the
Little Demon from San Jose, California" and was the hero of
the day.37 He had won the quarter-mile, mile and 2:20
national championshio races. The San Jose Road Club back
home went wild with excitement. They sent him a congratulatory
telegram, and paraded the streets of San Jose shouting,

"Zlegler! Ziegler! Cycling star!
San Jose Road Club.) zip! boom! ahl!"38

They also sang a parody on "What Did Dugan do to Him?"

substituting in Ziegler's name and comments about raclng.39

3538an Jose Daily Mercury, 8 July 1894, p. 5,
301bid., 18 August 1894, p. 1.

371bid., 19 August 1894, o. 9,

381b14,

391big.
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San Jose gave Ziegler an enthusiastlic and elaborate
welcome when he arrived home from Denver., He came 1n on the
train from San Franecisco, and waes met by his own club, the
San Jose KRoad Club, and rival clubs who had put their
rivalry acice for the occasion. A parade formed at the devot
headed by four cyclers of the San Jose Road Club, and they
were followed by Parkman's Band. Following the band were 150
bicyclers, all riding in twos, The body of bicyclers consisted
of additlional members of the San Jose Road Club, the Garden
City Cyclers and the Observatory Cycling Club, Next came
Ziegler riding in a carrlage drawn by four white horses.
Ziegler's parents and personal friends rode in carriages
following him. The procession vassed through the malin streets
and the sidewalks were crowded with onlookers. The parade
ended at Eintracht Hall which Ziegler's lady admirers had
decorated with many flowers. A formal reception was held
in the hall with speeches, congratulations and bougquets of
flowers,40 Zlegler's racing performance was outstanding, and
his following responded with an estatic welcome.

In essence the bicycle and 1ts rider was challenging
the horse for speed, and of course, it had to be proven which
was the faster. The logical way to prove the speed of the
bicycle against the speed of the horse was to stage a race
between the fastest cyclist, Ziegler, and the great pacer
on the West Coast, W. Wood, who was owned by John F. Boyd

of Oakwood Park Stock Farm. The race was a special event at

403an Jose Dally Mercury, 30 August 1894, p, 5.
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the County Fair held in Agricultural Park in San Jose. The
one-half mlle race drew a great number of spectators who
were both cycle and horse enthuslasts. Zlegler was the
favorite at $20.00 against the horsemen's money in $8.00 lots.
The betting was reported as not being brisk. Ziegler's orize
‘was a gold medal and W. Wood's prize was a liberal purse.
Zlegler wore a bright orange cycling suit for the occasion,
and on the breast of the shirt was the green lvy-leaf emblem
of the San Jose Koad Club, The bright color was chosen 80
he could be seen at the one-half mile post., It was an exclting
race, and it looked like W, Wood driven by M. Sanders was
golng to win. In the last seconds Ziegler moved ahead and
won by a distance of six feet., His time was exactly one
minute. W. Wood's time was 1:00 1/4 which the jJjudges declared
was the fastest one-half mile race ever paced.4l

Ziegler was the most popular and most successful rider
in the San Jose area, but he was not the only cyclist that
broke records, Joe Carey of the Garden City Cyclers rode
from San Jose to Marysville, a distance of 215 miles 1n 20
hours and 35 minutes, He broke the record for that distance
by 1 hour and 25 minutes.#2 That ride had to be classified
as an endurance record. Carey started at 12 mldnight at the
intersection of First and Santa Clara Streets. His route took
him from San Jose to Irvington through Mlssion San Jose and

over the mountalns to Sunc¢l, He had to do a considerable

4lsan Jose Daily Mercury, 27 September 1894, p. 5.

427p1d., 19 August 1894, p. 5.
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amount of walking to get over the mountains. He went on
through the Sunol Valley and up through the canyon to
Pleasanton to Livermore and on to the San Joaguln River.
From Livermore he had to cross a steeper range of mountalns.
He had another delay between Mountain House and the San Joaguln
River because he had taken the wrong road. After passing
lathrop, the roads became almost impassable because of deep
sand, DBetween Stockton and Sacramento he encountered
terrific headwinds.43 From the report of Carey's trip, it
gseemed miraculous that he reached his destination, let alone
break the record.

Another top rider of the Garden City Cyclers went
East In June of 1894 to compete with the Eastern crack riders
on the national circuit. However, he injured his legs, after
he arrived in the East, and was unable to enter any races.
He did visit all of the principal racing centers in America
and reported that the Garden City quarter-mile track was equal
to any quarter-mile track in the East,44

Henry Smith of the Garden City Cyclers made the fastest
road ride on record on the coast, riding 21 miles in 57 minutes.
He rode from Briar's Kanch, two miles north of Centerville to
First and Banta Clara Streets in San Jose. He carried 25 pounds

of luggage and rode a 19-pound Lovell Diamond racer.45

43san Jose Daily Mercury, 19 August, 1894, p. 5.

441b1d., 25 August 1894, p. 8.

451bid., 2 September 1894, p. 11.
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All cyclists were interested 1ln promoting the bicycle,
and the importance of it. In July 1894 there was a railroad
strike which disrupted the mail service in the Bay Area,
Considerable interest was taken in cycling for carryling
messages and newspapers between the cities 1in the area.

The cyclists could travel almost as fast as the railroad.46
On July 8, 1894 the Garden City Cyclers ran a newspaper relay
from San Francisco to San Jose. From San Jose they branched
off, one group riding to Gilroy, Holllster, San Juan, Salinas
and Monterey, and another group riding to Santa Cruz. They
demonstrated the 1lmportance of the bicycle in times of an
emergency.47 Additional relays were organized to carry mail
and newspapers. The average speed between San Francisco and
Hollister and Monterey was 16 miles per hour.48

Combined meetinge of c;ubs were always popular. On
July 4, 1890 the California Division of the League of American
Wheelmen held thelr fifth annual meeting in San Jose. It
drew participants from all over the State with the greater
ma jority of the cyclists comlng from the 3ay Area. The
meeting started with a parade of 500 cyclists. In the afternoon
races were held at the League of American Wheelmen Park on
Julian Street opposite the First Ward Schoolhouse. The day's
events ended with a lantern varade in the evenlng. ©On the

following day a serles of tours were arranged for interested

465an Jose Daily Mercurv, 1 July 1894, o. 6.
4TIbid., 8 July 1894, o. 5.

481p1d., 15 July 1894, ». 1l.
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ecyclists. One tour was to the New Almaden quick 3Silver Mine
which was a distance of 24 miles round-trip. Another tour
was to Agnews Asylum, Santa Clara and Fredricksburg which

was a round-trip of 11 mlles., Several more tours of varying
distances were offered too. The meeting closed with a grand
pall at the Hotel Vendome with the wheelmen in uniform and
all other gemtlemen in full dress.49 It sounded like a grand
affair,

Another vopular event was the annual picnics of the
California Associated Cycling Clubs., In 1895 it was held in -
Nileg Canyon. The day was reported as perfect for picnicihg,
but a 1little too warm for biecyecling., It dldn't seem to deter
the cyeclists though, as 500 people attended including 85
members of the Garden City Cyclers. The food certainly didn't
meet with everyone's approval because of the complaint of
vayling 50 cents for a 10-cent meal. ©Some bicyclists rode to
nearby towns for dinner. The afternoon entertalnment
consisted of dancing, boating and swimming,50

A popular race that the San Jose clubs always
partlicivated In was the annual relay race around the bay.

It started In San Francisco and ended in Oskland., San Jose
was the turning point of the race. The distance of the race
was 100 miles, and each club entered 10 riders who would ride
10 miles each., The trophy was a silver cup, and had to be

won three times by a club to become 1lts personal proverty.

49San Jose Daily Mercury, 4 July, 1890, ». 5.

501b1d., 24 June 1895, ». 5.
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The first race in April 1894 was won by the Garden Clty
Cyclers.5l The second annual race was won by the 3ay City
Wheelmen of San Francisco. Members of the Garden City Cycleras
and the San Jose Road Club suffered serious falls in that
race.52

With the Increasing number of cyclists, the need for
good roads increased, From tne varied reports the need must
never have been completely satisfled. Cyclists complalned
that the streets in the city of San Jose were worse then the
roads in the county, and the push for good roads was on,>>

Yet in the Santa Clara County and Its Resources; A Souvenir

of the San Jose Mercury, the city roads were described as

mlles of level streets paved with asphaltum. The county
roads were sprinkled with no heavy stretches of sand. The
great number of small farms resulted in the construction of
a network of roads and crossroads,54

The Imnact of the number of bicycles brought on the
need for clity ordinances too., Five unfortunate wheelmen from
San Francisco were arrested and nut in jail for riding their

bicycles on the sidewalk., Their excuse was that they didn't

5lsan Jose Daily Mercury, 5 April 1895, p. 5.

521vid., 8 April 1895, o. 8.
53Ibid., 26 April 1895, b. 5.

5%5an Jose Mercury, Santa Clara County and Its Resources;

A_Souvenir of the San Jose Mercury (San Jose: San Jose
Publishing and Printing Company, 1895), p. 244,
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know that San Jose had such a city ordinance.55 In 1895
policemen in San Jose notified wheelmen that they must lean
thelr bicycles on the outer curb and not against tne fronts
of the buildings on the sidewalks,56

The proper attire for cycling was the concern of
both men and women. For the man, it was a straight-forward
issue of what he should wear, and fashion prescribed both
material and make-up. In 1898 the following costume, in
harmony and contrast, was recommended., For country riding,
a man must wear a full sult of tweed or cheviot in plain
checks or gun-club checks, and a matching cap was in order.
For riding in town, the breeches would be of fancy worsted
or cheviot in black and whlte and fancy checks. The coat
would be of black or blue worsted, The cap would match the
breeches in the town style., Large plaids for suits were not
permlissible., Although, if the coat was plain black or blue,
the man could have a greater cholce of patterns for the
breeches, The cut of the breeches was closer in 1898 then
in the previous geason. The cap had less fullness across
the top, and was made from a fancy plaid or checked woolen,
linen crash or white duck. The shirt was flannel or oxford
cloth. Starch was confined to the neckbands which were of
8tripes or plalds. Wristbands were substituted for cuffs,

The gold scarf had to be of washable material. A cardligan

55San Jose Daily Mercury, 31 May 1897, o. 2.

56Ib1d., 26 April 1895, p. 5.
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vest was recommended to be 1n golf red or hunter's green,
Correct cycle hose were of cotton, llsle, or wool 1ln medium
or lightweights, The latest cycling shoes were low cut of
russet leather or black kangaroo.57

The proper cycling attire for women was more complicated
because it involved a moral 1ssue. The issue of whether or
not women should wear the bifurcated garments was one of open
debate. In July, 1894 1t was noted that the rational craze
had not struck the members of the Ladies Cycling Club., It
was hoped that the wearlng of bloomers would be left to their
husbands and brothers. It was thought that the San Jose ladles
were always perfectly dressed, and they didn't need the new
craze of bloomers to make them attractive.58 But the rational
costume did apnear in San Jose, and was eventually accepted
as the prover cycling attire. One of the first to appear
in bloomers was Mrs, George Owen who was described as a
graceful and accomplished rider. Her bloomer costume was of
navy blue storm-serge. The waist was covered with a neat
fltting Jjacket. The bloomers reached half-way between the
knee and the ankle, She wore tan canvas leggings, and a white

cycling-style cap.>9 Mala Helm, a young lady cycling

57gan Jose Daily Mercury, 15 May 1898, »o. 15

581bid., 1 July 1894, p. 6.

591bid., 22 July 1894, p. 12.
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phenomenon from Santa Clara, wore a bilfurcated costume when
she rode from Santa Clara through San Jose, to Niles, to QOakland,
ferried across to San Francilsco, and returned 1ln one day.so
The ladles of San Jose were well on thelr way to wearing more
comfortable clothing while ecycling. The ladies were ready for
dress reform,

Cycling in the San Jose area 1n the 1890s seemed to
be surrounded with an aura of lively interest, It offered
something to everybody. To the cyclist, 1t gave better
health, a new sense of personal independence, and a new gense
of soclal involvement. To the spectator, 1t gave the
excltement of the races and the parades must have added a

new dimension to his daily life. The bicycle era must have

passed by too quickly for many people.

805an Jose Daily Mercury, 5 August 1895, »n. 5.
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