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Our distinguished speaker for March, 1996 has a
most impressive background. He received his B.S. (1959)
and M.A. (1962) at the University of San Francisco and his
Ph. D. at U.C. Berkeley, graduating in 1970. He began
teaching at San Jose State University in 1966 working his
way up from Assistant to Associate to a Full Professor of
History. He was the Chair of the Department of History
from 1982-1986. From there, he graduated to Associate
Dean, College of Social Science (1987-1988) to Interim
Dean (1988-1989) to Dean, (1989-1995) and Acting
Academic Vice President, (1995).

While teaching, he has been very busy writing with
a total of 6 books, 32 articles and 43 papers to his credit.
Highlights have been as the recipient of the J.S. Holliday
Career Achievement Award, California Historical Society,
for Research and Interpretation of California’s Ethnic
History; The California History Award for Best Article;
The American Historian Selected by the Republic of
Ireland to Address Ireland’s Salute to the U.S.
Bicentennial; a Senior Fulbright Lecturer, Twice Selected,
at the National University of Ireland; a Coordinator for
Twelve Scholarly Exchanges with the National University
of Ireland Faculty; Founder and First President of the
American Conference for Irish Studies-Western Region
and on the International Executive Board of the American
Conference for Irish Studies. In 1997, he will return to
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Ireland as a Visiting Fellow in the Humanities in the
National University of Ireland at University College,
Galway.

He is currently working on a paper to be delivered
at the Princess Grace Irish Library’s International
Conference in Monaco. The theme is fantasy literature, so
he chose the 16th Century work of Garci Rodriguez de
Montalvo and how it inspired Senator James Duval
Phelan in the creation of his villa. The Pioneers willhave
a treat when they get a sampling of that paper. . . after all,
it was from that famous book by Montalvo, The Exploits
of Esplandian, that California received her name.

From all of this, one might suppose his abiding
interest is the Irish which is borne out with a listing of his
books; the most recent with Timothy O’Keefe of Santa
Clara University is James Duwval Phelan and Villa
Montalvo from the Forbes Mill Press (1993). Others
include The Irish in the American West issue of The
Journal of the West, 1993; San Francisco’s Hallinan:
Toughest Lawyer in Town, 1982; The San Francisco Irish,
1850-1976 with others, 1978, The Irish: America’s Political
Class, 1976; Ethnic Militancy: A n Irish Catholic Prototype,
1972. The listing of articles and presented papers goes on
for pages, most of them on the Irish.

This will be a “DON'T MISS” lecture. Come and
learn more about Santa Clara County’s (and San
Francisco’s) James Duval Phelan.

MEMBERSHIP DUES are now past due. Check your mailinglabel. Ifit
still says 95, you have forgotten to renew, Ifitsays 96, Thank You! Of
our 734 members, 235 haveyet to pay their dues. Bob and Irene Johnson
willbe availableatthe March 2nd luncheon to receive payment. If you
wish to mail your $7 check, please send it along with a stamped, self
addressed envelope to...Bob Johnson, 445 North 15th Street, San Jose,
CA, 95112-1726 and your membership card will be returned to you.
MOVING? Please send a change of address to the above address as the
Post Office will not forward your Trailblazer and we will be charged
32¢ for eachreturned Trailblazer plus an additional 32¢ to remail it to
you. 9 digit zip codes are necessary for us to mail under Non-profit
status-which is 10.9¢!
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Bob Fisher

Dear Pioneers:

My message to you in the December
Trailblazer reported that the Memorial

Gifts in honor of AustinWarburton
and Henry Calloway would be pre-
‘ sented to the Santa Clara County
ibrary and the California Room. This was incorrect. On
January 24, 1996, David McKinney, 1st Vice President and
Fred Gardner, Audit Chair and myself presented to the
Martin Luther King Library Media Center the video tapes
of the 500 Nations and the Donner Party. Alison Landers,
Supervising Librarian, accepting these tapes, on behalf of
the Administrative Staff, indicated that the tapes would be
available shortly for students and researchers.

One of the Board’s goals is to increase our active
membership which now stands at 788 members. There
are several ways that this can be accomplished. Current
members are encouraged to bring guests to the quarterly
meetings or to participate with you in various Pioneer
activities so as to stimulate their interest in our group.
Did you know that members can offer memberships to
their children by way of a gift? This is an ideal way to
encourage younger people to learn about Santa Clara
County and California History.

The December, 1995 luncheon meeting was
attended by approximately 200 people which was very
encouraging. The Board hopes that you will continue to
support this quarterly function. We look forward to
seeing you at Lou’s Village on March 2, 1996.

MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE PIONEERS
Those who are of good character, and
a-who have resided in the State of California 50 years or more and
b-every person over 18 who is a descendant of one wholivedin Calif-
ornia 50 years or more is eligible for membership
c- A wife or husband of fewer years may apply for Associated member-
ship.
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Fees are $25 admission plus $7 a year.

Life membershipis$75 +$4 admission. Married couples, $125 +8
admission.

Quarterly luncheon meetings are held on the first Saturdays of March,

June, September and December. at Lou’s Village, 1669 West San Carlos

Street, San Jose, CA.

Objects of the organization is to:

1-cultivate fellowship with members and friends

2-pay suitable honor to the memory of deceased members

3-assist the afflicted

4-maintain a library, collect and preserve articles of historic value of

the pioneer days of the state and county.

5-to assist financially to preserve historic buildings.

6-to sponsor a scholarship fund for best essays on Santa Clara County
History by students of High School, College or the general
public.

Benefits of Membership
1-Quarterly Publications of The Trail Blazer

2-Fellowship with like minded persons
3-Organized bus tours throughout California & the West

NEW MEMBERS (since September) Welcome to

Margaret Cummings Eloise Renelle

Miyoko Yuki Dorothy Bailey

William Wulf Leroy & Margery Epperson
Mildred Yerkes Robert & Bessie Gruhlke
Patricia Nyberg Gladys Larson

Barbara Winarske Hal & Lucy Messimer
Thomas Holm WilmaThompson

Florence Stegeman Robert & Louise Evans
Jeanne Gilbert Ronald Gordon

The Pioneers STILL needs a TREASURER.

1f you cankeep your check book balanced, you should have very little
trouble keeping the Pioneers’ books, now that we have made a few
changes. Although the records are not computerized, Jim Reid has
made them simple enough to do quickly. W e need someone to keep the
bills paid and our income recorded to keep our books up-to-date. If the
Pioneers is to continue to function, we need willing people to serve and
work on the Board. There is more to this organization than the trips
and the quarterly luncheons. Please call one of the officers if you will
make time to help keep our organization going. It would be greatly
appreciated.
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by Doris Eleanor Gordon Herschbach

3% My father, John Calvin Gordon was
& )4 born at Soldiers Grove, Wisconsinon
¥ January 3, 1887. He was thesonofa
¢ Methodist minister, the Reverend G.
W. Gordon. John was the first of a
¢ family that grew to eight children as
{ they moved to parsonages in Kansas,
Colorado, Michigan and finally to re-
tirementin California, following their
: = cldest son, John, who waestablished in
Campbell and San Jose.
The Reverend had a photography studio in
Michigan, as well as a position as a Methodist preacher.
John attended to his father’s horse and buggy, painted
barns and worked on farms as he was growing up. He
went to college in Michigan at Albion College, then took a
post of teacher in Cowles, Nebraska near the Kansas
border. His predecessor had almost been killed when her
students had stuffed the stove to create smoke, so they
sought a male teacher to replace her.

He married Miss Mina Eleanor Schnackenberg on
June 8, 1910 in Waterloo, Michigan. They had both been
active in the church there. After the outdoor wedding
reception, the young couple left for Campbell, California
to live in a prune orchard on Budd Avenue where their
first child, Ronald was born.

John worked for Mr. Hyde as a plumber in the
Campbell Hardware. The family moved to Mayellen
Avenue off of West San Carlos Street where their second
child, Doris Eleanor was born. At first, John used a bicycle
to get to work, then graduated to a motorcycle and finally
to a Ford Model T.

Meanwhile, Mina’s father, Henry Schnackenberg,
sold his farm in Michigan and moved his family west on
the railroad, with their household effects in a box car to
San Jose. He purchased land on Florence Avenue in East
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SanJose. Both families lived together while he and John
built a home for the younger family on this farm where
later, son Wilbur was born. They planted fruit trees and
vegetables. Chickens were raised for meat and eggs. A
barn was built for a horse and a cow and later goats and a
few pigs. Finally, it housed a tractor. In the warm spring
weather, J.C. could be heard on his tractor working to keep
the weeds and cover crop from becoming too high.

John opened a photography studio at 97 South First
Street above Lean’s Jewelry store and was active there
until Lean’s was remodeled. He moved to 395 South First
Street where he remained until he retired in 1963. He was
a Commercial Photographer, working at first for the San
Jose Mercury and the San Jose News . His pictures from
over 50 years of Santa Clara County are a visual history of
the county.

He made lantern slides for advertisements at the
theaters, photos covering sports, special events, weddings,
groups and accidents and of criminals for the San Jose
Mercury . He was all over the valley taking pictures of
the valley views, blossoms, wild flowers, wineries, build-
ings, students at schools, funerals, canneries and farm
equipment. Some of his photos were hand tinted. He also
took photos for insurance companies, families and
passports. He worked at his profession many long hours.
Sometimes he was out after dark with his cameras. taking
shots of store windows which needed to be photographed
at night to avoid the heavy day time foot traffic and
automobiles.

A Panorama camera was used to take pictures of
groups, church institutes, camps and valley views. He
even took some panorama views from tops of downtown
buildings. At home, he built a picture framing shop
where he made up frames and framed his pictures. One
of these framed panoramic shots is at the San Jose
Chamber of Commerce of one of the largest acreage’s of
green beans in the world. Once he was called in to
photograph and locate some equipment that had been
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dropped into a deep hole. - He let the camera down the
shaft and located the missing equipment.

The cameras he used were an 8x10 and a 7x7
Graflex, 35 m m and 16 mm movie cameras, the Panorama
camera and an Argus.

An active person in the community. J.C. belonged
to the Chamber of Commerce, the San Jose Water Board,
was Master of the Campbell Grange and the Pomona
(County) Grange and a member of the Knights of the
Round Table.

He also belonged to a stamp club, was a School
Board Trustee, a YMCA Trustee and on the Board of the
First Methodist Church. He was always generous with his
photos and talents, taking passengers with him to many
meetings and to the voting polls. He attended
photographic conventions in San Francisco, Grange
Conventions throughout the state and traveled with his
family, taking pictures everywhere he went.

J.C. was a singer and song leader, playing chords on
the piano or on the guitar to accompany his singing. He
bought the family a player piano, a marimba, a saxophone
and a trombone, the latter two used in the Fiesta de las
Rosas Parades and in school bands. He saw to it that Doris
took years of piano instruction, as well as enrolling in the
first class of photography at San Jose State College in 1932.
It was Doris who was her father’s assistant.

For son Ronald, he built a radio shack on the home
property for his ham radio equipment, a hobby that
became Ronald’s profession. Son Wilbur became
interested in farm and floral experiments, metals and air
conditioning- all of which he is still actively pursuing in
Sonoma County.

In the late 20’s, John bought 8 acres of land on
Florence Avenue, subdividing it into the La Vista Linda
Subdivision with Doris and Wilbur Avenues named for
his children included. He planted trees in the parking,
watering them with containers of water hauled there in a
“cut down’ Ford at first. Lots and homes were sold until




the depression came.

In 1967, J.C., at age 80 passed away. He had had good
health until a stroke a few years before he died. He is
buried at the Los Gatos Cemetery next to his wife who
died in 1950 and her parents and brother. His photo-
graphic collection is today at the home of Ronald in the
Almaden Valley. Many of the photos can also be found at
the San Jose Historical Museum and in some books on
our area.

AN OPEN LETTER TO GEORGE BURNS

by Leonard McKay

Congratulations, George Burns on your 100th Birthday
Anniversary. Did you know that your money paid me for the
Saturday Evening Post Magazine or how much | enjoyed reading
your book, Gracie ?

When | was a 10 year old boy in Los Gatos, | had a magazine
route selling Curtis Publishing magazines door t door. My best
customer was Gracie Allen’s Aunt Clara. Her home was on the
corner of Loma Alta and Johnson Avenues, just two blocks from
where | lived. Clara Burke was my best and most interesting
customer for she bought both The Saturday Evening Post and the
Ladies Home Journal, which | carried in a heavy canvas bag.

Each week as | would deliver the Post to her, she paid me
five cents, but far more important, she invited me into her parlor
o share a cookie and a glass of milk. | was in awe of the photos on
the wall- there she was on a camel in front of the Pyramids,
beside a fallen temple in Greece, or by the Taj Mahal. | would ask
about the fascinating places and she would tell of her wonderful
experiences. |n your book, you write about Aunt Clara, who had
sent you and Gracie $25.00 a week when you were starting in
show business and how that money kept you both going in the early
years, and then the great depression hit, the stock market crashed
and Clara Burke lost everything.

You and Gracie had made it big by that time, and Gracie
(God Love Her) had contacted Mrs. Burke’s broker and quietly
managed t send her the same income every week. Well, George, it
was your nickels that bought my magazines and | thank you very
much.




HISTORICAL ESSAY CONTEST
$1000.00 IN PRIZE MONEY
1ST PRIZE-$500.00
2ND PRIZE-$250.00
3RD PRIZE-$125.00
1ST HONORABLE MENTION-860.00
2ND HONORABLE MENTION -$40.00
SRD HONORABLE MENTION-$25.
OPENTOALIL-

STUDENTS AND GENERAL PUBLIC
THE CALIFORNIA PIONEERS OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY ARE
AGAIN SPONSORING THEIR ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST.

RULES
SUBJECT-Any person, place or event concerning Santa
Clara County from its beginning to the recent past.
LENGTH-Minimum 3000 words-Maximum-10,000 words
CONTENTS-Each Essay must be typewritten (or computer
written) in English, double spaced with at least one inch
margin and must include:

a. Short introduction or preface

b. Table of contents

c Bibliography

d. Sources, both persons and books or other.

e. Contestants Name, Address & phone number
MUST appear on the Title page of the essay.
(lower right hand corner)

f. Essays must be in an appropriate folder or
thoroughly stapled together so they do not
come apart.

g Students must include the name of their school
and advisor under their name.

h. Each essay must be submitted IN DUPLICATE.
One copy will gointo the Pioneer Archives
and the other into the California room of the
San Jose Public Library.

i-The Pioneers reserve exclusive publication rights
to all essays. W e do not return copies.
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j. First prize winners for the last 3 years are not
eligible to compete.
WINNERS will receive their awards at the Quarterly
Luncheon Saturday June 1, 1996. The first three winners
will make a BRIEF presentation to the membership at that
time. Lou's Village, 1465 West San Carlos St., San Jose,
DEADLINE-Monday, April 29, 1996
SEND ESSAY TO (new address)
Campbell-Warburton Law Offices
111 West St. John, Suite 440
San Jose, CA-95113
(corner of Market & St. John)
FOR ADDITIONAL COPIES OF CONTEST RULES
HELEN MAC CARTHY--578-4485

1995 FIRST PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST WINNER,
VALERIE PETERS
shown at the June 3, 1995 lucheon with Clyde Arbuckle,
The Santa Clara County Pioneers’ Historian and San
Jose’s and Helen McCarthy. Her paper was entitled, “The
Guadalupe River: Mapping Boundary, Founding Father
or Recurring Nightmare.”
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TOURING WITH THE CALIFORNIANS
Register for our Spring Trips at the March 2 luncheon at
10:30 a.m. or call Nancy Hill beginning March 4, Monday
through Friday, 9-12 a.m. Guests and non-members may
register beginning March 11.

MARCH 13, 1996 WEDNESDAY- SAN FRANCISCO
MURALS Leave at 9:30 a.m. Return 3:30 p.m. Price $34.
The 1930’s saw the flowering of mural art, a perfect vehicle for
depicting the grand scale of California history. Our guide will be
Masha Zakheim, whose father, Bernard Zakheim, was a prominent
San Francisco muralist. Masha was featured on Bay Area Backroads a
few months ago. We will see the 26 murals a t Rincon Annex illustrating
San Francisco and Northern California history and two Diego Rivera
murals at City College and the City Club of San Francisco. The City
Club, once part of the Pacific Stock Exchange, features stunning Art
Deco architecture and decor. Lunch at the City Club is included.

APRIL 25,1996, THURSDAY-

CARMEL MISSION AND PT LOBOS STATE RESERVE

Discover anew thebeauty and historical significance of Carmel Mission
through the insights of our own, Mary Lou Lyon, local historian and
educator. Following our Mission visit, we will spend the afternoon at
Point Lobos State Reserve, called the greatest meeting of land and
waterinthe world. Its 1250 acres aw ait our exploration of bird nesting
islands for pelicans, cormorants and other waterfowl, sea lions barking
to ws from theirisland and the ever popular sea otters showing off in
the lagoon. The rare Monterey Cypress, geological formations and
April wildflowers will enhance your visit as we hear the history of
this site as a whaling and coal shipping station. there is a charming
small museum. W e can enjoy our included picnic lunch as we survey the
scenic panorama. Please wear walking shoes and layered clothing. Our
bus will take ws to the different areas of the Reserve with docent-led
walks in each. If you do not wish to walk to some, there are benches
available to sit and enjoy the natural vista. Bring your camera! We
have ordered gorgeous weather.

Leave 8:30 am. Return 6 p.m. Price $27.
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MAY 14-23,1996-SPRINGTIME IN MICHIGAN

See the separate brochure for all the details. Highlights include-
Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village, the Holland Tulip Festival,
Sleeping Bear Dunes, Traverse City Cherry Blossom Time, Mackinac
Island and the Grand Hotel, Sault Ste Marie Locks, boat rides and
more. Cost is $1945, including air fare.

JUNE 14-15, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY SESQUICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION OF THE BEAR FLAG REVOLT (150 years)

guided by Mary Lou Lyon, California Historian.

On June 14, 1846, Some local (American) Californians raised the Bear
Flag in Sonoma Plaza, declaring the Independence of Alta California
from Mexico, jumping the gun on the Mexican War which followed,
1846-1848 which brought California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico
and Texas, plus bits of Idaho, Wyoming and Colorado into the United
States.

This historic event will be celebrated in Sonoma with processions, re-
enactments and pageants. We will visit the sites of Old California
including Mission San Francisco Solano de Sonoma (the 21st), General
Vallejo’s American style home in Sonoma, Sonoma Barracks, the Depot
Museum, Vallejo’s Petaluma Adobe on his old Rancho with Pioneer
member, historian and educator, Mary Lou Lyon. We willalso visit the
Sonoma Jack Cheese Factory, the Sonoma French Bakery and have a
picniclunch, tour and wine tasting at Buena Vista Winery, the oldest in
California founded by Hungarian Count Haraszthy in 1857.

Price includes one night’s lodging at the Quality Inn in

Petaluma, dinner on Friday, breakfast and picnic lunch on Saturday,
entry fees to the historicsites, winery tour, motor coach transportation,
baggage handling and bus driver gratuity. We will leave on June 14 at
8:15 a.m. from the K Mart Parking Lot, Fruitdale and Southwest
Expressway., 8:30 from Valley Village. Ourreturn will be on June 15 at
6 p.m. at Valley Village and 6:15 at K-Mart. Price $110, single
supplement, $28.
This tour will be jointly offered to members of the California Pioneers,
Mary Lou’s MAEP History Class and the Argonauts. Itislimited to the
first 40 persons registering beginning March 2, 1996. Register early to
assure your space.

Future Day Trips for Summer and Fall being planned include: Palace of
the Legion of Honor, Palo Alto’s Stanford Theater Old Movie Night
and Organ concert, Angel island...
San Jose, June 1901-Hello Girls Made Happy The Sunset Telephone Co.
announced their 65 telephone girls were toreceive an increase in salary
ranging from two to four dollars a month. It was good news
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SEPARATE BROCHURES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT THE
MARCH 2 ND LUNCHEON FOR THE FOLLOWING TOURS:

LAGUNA ARTS FESTIVAL AUGUST 7-10, 1996

Highlightsinclude: pageant of the Masters, a recreation of great works
of art posed with living models; Newport Harbor Cruise; J. Paul Getty
Museum in Malibu overnightin Morro Bay witha bay dinner cruise and
a tour of Hearst Castle. Cost includes 7 meals, trip cancellation
insurance and driver gratuity. reservations are limited to 34 persons
withfinal payment due June 15. Tour cost $421, $93 single supplement.
Deposit of $50 due at registration.

CANADIAN ROCKIES -- SEPTEMBER 29- OCTOBER 10, 1996
Highlights include 4 days aboard the Rocky Mountaineer Train,
Vancouver, Banff, Jasper, Sulphur Mountain - Jasper Tramway Rides
and the Columbia Icefields. Cost includes airfare, 18 meals, trip
cancellation insurance and gratuities.

Total cost $2295--$495 single supplement. Deposit of $300 due at
Registration

THE CALIFORNIANS TOUR COMMITTEE

ROSE CRIMI-TOUR DIRECTOR
NANCY HILL-Phone Reservations & Cancellations (258-3449)

Mon-Fri 9-12
FERN MC LAGGAN-Treasurer,
60 Palomar Real, Campbell, CA 95008-4207
HELEN BROOKS & PAULINE HAWKINS, LUNCHEON SIGNUPS
From Whale Blazers-
San Jose-August 17, 1892-The squirrel tail bounty had just expired after
three months. The bushy tail marauders were money in the bank for
those who hunted them down. According to reports, 126,000 tails
poured into the county office where a bounty of three cents was paid for
each tail.

* * * * * * * * * *

GONE TO THE GOLDEN HILLS
Viola Thornton . .. November 3, 1995
Loretta Meunier. .. November 27,1995
Boyd Johnson...... December 15, 1995
StellaGallant..... January 1, 19%
JaneGregg......... January 12,199

Our sympathies to the family and friends of our former members
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OFFICERS - CALIFORNIA PIONEERS
OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Robert G. Fisher President Fred Gardner-Audit Comm, Chair
241-0224 408-269-4241
David McKinney, 1st Vice President Joseph (Bud) Amaral-Audit
408-732-1946 Marie Amaral-Audit
Jim Arbuckle, 2nd Vice President 408-268-4078
408-265-9722 Sunshine
Jane Brownton: Ruth Savage
408-269-9143 3195 Calaveras Road
Doris Herschbach- i Milpitas, CA 95035-7207
408-294-1509 408-262-4245
Treasurer Sunshine
Pauline Hawkins
Marshall 1223 Redcliff Drive
SanJose, CA 95118-1228
408-269-6730
Robert & Irene Johnson-Financial CALIFORNIANS -TOURS
i Rose Crimi-Tour Director
408-275-1389 1289 Martin Ave
Helen MacCarthy-Archivist San Jose, CA 95126-2628
408-578-4485 HACIENDA CEMETERY
Clyde Arbuckle-Historian RECORDS COORDINATOR
408-269-5324 Richard Hill
Parliamentarian 10393 Doris Court
San Jose, CA 95127-3013
Donald E. Tuston 408-258-3449

P.O.Box 8527 Bud & Marie Amaral
SanJose, CA 95155- i
408-295-5765 408- 268-4078
Board Member

FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE TRAILBLAZER

Editor: Mary Lou Lyon,

879Lily Ave., Cupertino, CA 95014-4261

408-253-9514

A second expanded edition of Elisha Stephens: A True Pioneer and the

Stephens-Murphy -Townsend Party of 1844 is available at above
address for $5.

San Jose-August, 1887-In accordance with a county government

provision, $500 was voted by the Board of Trade (C of C) to further aid
the program of inducing immigration to this county.
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