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THE JAPANESE IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY, 1640-1950

The history of the Japanese péoole in Santa Clara County svpans
the twentieth century and dips back into the nineteenth. For a2 more
complete understandinzg of the position of the pre-war Japanese
community, certailn aspects of this long and interesting history
should be presented.

Our story begins in 1885 when Javan legalized immigration of her
citizens. Prior to this dafe immnigration oﬁt of Japan of laborers,
agricultural or industrial, was prohibited by a two century old
seclusion law designed to close the country from all Western influence.
Consequently the United States saw no more than 364 Jananese migrate

L But between 1885 and 1924, when

to her shores before this date.
Oriental exclusion was incorporated in the Immigration Act of the
United States, more than 200,000 Javanese aliens entered this countfy.
As of 1940 almost 90% of the total Japanese pooulation 1lived 1in the
four western states of California, Washigton, Oregon, and Arizona.

These immigrants entered throuzh the great ?acific ports of America,
of which, San Fransico was the leading. It was natural that taese
strangerg to America would settle locally and a vast majority made

California their home. A factor in the concentration on California

Wwas the economic opportunity avallable in a sparsely povulated area

-

needing many laborers to mine, build, and farm. Since the majority

1Yamato Ichihashi, Jananese in the United States(Stanford: Stanforid
Jniversity Press, 1932), po., 23=04,

2Dorothy Thomas, The Salvage(Serkeley: Uaiversity of California
Press, 1352), po. 3-5, L
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of the Japanese immizrants were drawn from the agriculturally
oriented peasant class, they li'ved nothing better than po see’z work
1in the exnanding California farm hrldustrv.-5

The fruitful and pleasant Santa Zlara Valley, with its »roximity
to the vort of San Fransico and its agricultural industry, natur=lly
drew some of the fir=t imnigrants. In 1890 the initial Jananese came
to the valley in search of seasonal work and left after the crov» was
harvested, 3ut the normal aspiration of the average farumworker was to
engaze as an indenendent farmer and through the Japanese peonle's
drive and 1industry this became quite possible. These peonle developed
ad Jacent orchards and farms, %eeping close together because of
languaze and custom difficulties. 3y 1902 there was a permanenﬁ
Javanese farming com:iunity in San Jose of several hundred persons and
an aiditional 3000 seasonal workers would pass throuzh the area
annually.4 |

This first generation of Javanese are ‘nown as Issei. They were
characteristicallydrawn from the 3o$rer elements of Javanese soclety
and were almost overwhelminzly male.

One of the most significant events which determined the character
of the pre-war Japanece population in 1940 was the 1924 Exclusion Law.
The 1nitial effect was to stop all influx of new Japanese immi;rants..
The common practice of "picture brides,)', marriage by proxy in Japan,
Was also halted. The over-zll effect of this éudien stoppage will

be discussed in detail below. An imanediate effect was the prohibition

of the Issei to own land. An earlier law, the Allen:Land Law of 1913

R

Z{qbih@gpi,.gg;,ci «s» P. 95.

Terak%awa, Yistory of the Vorth American 2uddhist Association
(San ®Pransico: iranosni Publisners, 1238), pp. 101-10%,
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(7ebb-Heney Act), prohibited any Jaoanesé ineligiole for citizenship
to 1l2z2lly vurchase land or hold leases for more than five years.,
Thus with the 1924 Oriental Exclusion section of the Imnigration Act
all Japanese not born in the United States could not own land and

5The vast majority of the

could hovoe only to attain tenant status.
Japanese farmers in the Santa Clara Valley in 1940, 457 of the entire
Japanese population, were tenants because of this act., One way to
evade this restriction was for the second generation Japanese, liisei,
to have the land title in their name. But because of the scarcity of
Japanese women and the fact that the Issei restrained from marriage
until they had established themselves, the children were too few and
too young to be used in this practice extensively.6

In general, the Japanese overated very small holdings and sveclalized
in types of farming that required little cavpital outlay. As a result
of their well established pattern of svecialization and intensification
they obtained a virtual monopoly in the production of many of the |
important trucik crops. On holdings that averaged oanly 44 acres, com-
pared to the California average of 230, the Japanese produced 30% to
357 of all commercial truck farm crops grown in California on only
3.9% of the farmland.'

As the general pattern usually followed, in Santa Zlara County
a "Jananése town" soon developed, In the area of Sixth and Jackson

Street a sevarate community gzrew up in the center of the Japanese

farming district of San Jose. It contained shops and small businesses

-
—

5Ja:obus tenBroex, Prejudice, Jar and the Coanstitution(3erieley:
University of C21ifornia Press, 1054), p. 37.
5ﬂayne ¥anemoto, San Jose Municipal Court Judge, Nov. 10, 1966 and

7ten3roek, Op.cit., P, 25
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wnich serviced the needs of the Japanese.pooulation.

The 3Buddhist Church, vezun in 1902, by 1940 was the most
{mportant unifying force; socially, religiously, and athletically.
In the church orzanization there were men's 2nd women's groups, 2
voung veovle's organization, athletic leagues, languaze and Sunday
schools, as well as religious services, Considering that un to 77%
of the Japanese population between Sunnyvale and Gilroy was 3uddaist,
the church must be seen as central in holding the community separate
from Caucasian society.8

A significant aspect of the Javanese population which distinzuished
it from the rest of the'p@ﬁple living in Santa Clara County, and
inieed the nation, was the age-sex structure of the Japanese.9 At no
census taken from 1900 to 1940 did the age-sex structure attain the
form of elther the classic, tapering pyramid of the mother country or
the bulging pyramid with eroded foundation of the aresa of settlement.?o

Because of the Txclusion Law of . 1924 no new immigrants were
aimitted after that date.'donsequently there was a sharp, wide ga»
between the Issei and the Nisei by 1940. In 1940 the vast majority of
the adult Japanese were over 60 fears of age and the vast majority of
the second generation were under 25. So in 1940 when responsibility and
leadership should have been placed in the hands of ambitious and

enerzetic Japanese in the 30 to 50 year o0ld age brackets, it remained in

the hands of the diminishing Issel of 60 to 80 years of age. The

7 _
. Toshio Murakami, Assistant Minister of the San.Jose Buddhist
*hureh, Pebruary 11, 1965,

9
"Refer to age-sex structure chart in the apvendix.

0
Thomas, 02. Cit., ppc 10_11a




~aucity of Nisel at ages when middle-cléss econonic independence is
normally achieved meant that many parents were carrying on family
eaterprises beyond normal retirement age.

This phenomenon also pernetuated the Japanese as tenant farmers,
since the American born Javnanese were too young to have acquired
£aras of thelr own and the only adults were »rohibited by law to
own or lease land.

So far the position of the Nisei in the Japanese soclety has been

only briefly observed, In 1940, these pre-war Nisel were well educated,

'substantially above the California norm. The number of Japanese who

comnleted high school was 107 to 15% above.that for the California

norm and those who completed colleze were 1% above the norm.11

The reason for this can be found in the Issei's high rezard for
the value of education. The Issel themselves were an overwhelmingly
literate grouv. For a full explanation one must return to 1867 and the
Meiji Restoration in Japan. This restoration was the return, blood-
lessly and smoothly, of power from the military to the Emperial
fanily under Emveror Meiji. This event nearlded great changes that
were to transform the face of Japan.12A principal theme of Emveror
“le1J1's program was education and six years of comvulsory education

was enforced, The immigrants from Japan were instilled with the value

;Of education and passed this on to their children, Remembering the

.‘;ilfficulties they had gone througnh and Xnowing the troubles their

children would have to cope with, the Iscsel stressed the fact that

-

M1v14, o. 74.

1giichard Storry, A Yistory of Jodern Japan(Loadon: Spottiswoode,
Ballantine, and co., 1960), v. 101.
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siuration was something that no one coula take away from them =nd
encouraged their children to continue in school. Most of the Japanese
too< full advantage of the California puolic school system.13
i ; Most Japanese children in Santa Clara County also went to
"' Javranese lan3zuage scinool., This functioned as part of the 3uddhist
cnhurch activities since 1903, It was a common sight to see groups of
Ja~anese children walking home from language classes hours after
= .tne puonlic shools had let out.14
Although educational opnortunities were given to the Japanese and
i - tacen advantage of, employment opportunities were limited. In general
i¢suithe Japanese educated or not, skilled or not, usually found employment
only within the Japanese comnunity itself. ZEven with a higher educational
Jlevel they were forced to accept jobs far beneath the California norm.

- Over 207 more of the Isseil and 107 more of the Nisel were in unskilled
“a7 1 dabor than the California norm. Both grouns were substantially behind
‘l7- the norm in skilled, semiskilled, and professional occupations in 1940,

The only siznificant shift in occupations between the two generations
il -'ls In the clerical-sales area. Whereas only 10% of the Issel held
c1v vosltlons in this field, over 3%0% of the Nisei (10% above thne norm)
‘it fell in this category. This is accounted for by the number of Nisei
1o @r.Vﬁo although finished with their education, a college degree perhaps,
io:rbg fgwWere foréed to return to their father's store for work. Some educated

rolzirlilsel mpoved out of the farming areas to San Fransico and gained

9zijfﬁ_pnﬂlovment in oreintal art stores and allied businesses.!>

b T3 ;
' ]z.’.anemoto, oo. cit,
‘qTerq%awa, OB ett.
1« [I89 | “Taomas, o». cit., pp. 38-41,
}




Not one in ten Visel was workinz for a Zaucasian-onerated firm

©oo0e ) 4, this area. The few who had vnrogressed beyond the 1limits of the

0
)
b

7| Japanese community were on the lower ruangs of the urban occupational
;laider and held the less desirable jJobs. Nisei trained for the
. ~rofessions were similiarlly limited. Doctors, dentists, lawyers,
and ontometrits usually served the needs of the Japanese and rarely
"i.y gycceeded in obtaining Caucasian clientele or connections with
7 950 | naucasian-overated institutions. Engineers, accountants, teachers,
ani social workers found it almost imvossible to opractice the skills
tnaey had 1earned.16
In general the Japanese immigrants of the ore-1924 era had, at the
f2=C | outoreax of the Second World Jar, made more satisfactory economic
fevs!l ' gdfustments than had their children. Because of the long aze zan betwe=n
the Issel and Nisei, disvrovortionate numbers of the first generation
"wesl |l were working far beyond the usual age of retirement from the active
labor force and disprovortionate numbers of the second generation
vii> | Wwere remaining in school beyond the usual aze for takXing up a career,
£l =2l) ihen the Nisei did attempt to begin a career he found that the only
¥~f’531ace which would accept him was the Javpanese community where he would

Zls7| have to settle for a much lower vposition for which he was qualified,

# 0f'v| It was not unusual to see college graduates working on farms and in

. -

4

sw| fruit stands.17

P22 Connected with the facts that have been discussed but which

:

¥

!
Cf“??iaffected the Jananese in many ways was the "Japanese sterotyoe". This

|

-

o 01014,, p. 42,
‘T:

" | Xanemoto, op. cit,
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.18 a soecilal blend of fabrication, myth, and halftruth on the basis
2tf ~ ¢ e which, in large vart, the wartime evacuation was authorized,
arst T aymcuted and approved.18 The development of those ooinions and
":tituies which zradually congealed in the public mind to form the
1a~anese stereotype curiously enough traces its bezinnings to old
243h days, 2 half ceatury before the Japanese came to Zalifornia,
1+ was the legacy of the prejudice inherited from the Chinese.

cotr | malifornians could not distinzuish Japanese from Chinese and labeled

o

.. . enem all "Asiatics" or "Mongolians!'. It was the hatred of the Chinese,
sarried over onto the Japanese, that 1laid the foundation for the

ol ' fananese stereotyve. The "Asiatic" was thought to be trickey, treacherous.

s . Aishonest, immoral, and unreliable.19

I ™e attitude of Californians toward the Javpanese varied, to some

extent, with international events., The 1905 Russo-Javnanese War and the

ene o two decades following, with a strained United States-Japanese relation-

}og ~c ..an21p and the possibility of war, brought on suspicion and fear of the

.o~ - Jacanese in California., Similiarly in 1931 and thereafter with the

L epi ;Lsdafanese aggression in Manchuria and China, the attitude toward
Ja-anese-Americans again darkened.eo

j h Ay A siznificant factor in the public image of the Japanese, and one

on =ay (¥here the impact is difficult to precisely estimate, was qollywoo&. In

~4- +::-the early days of motion pictures, movie audlences were acquainted

.1t '™1%1 Orientals only as villains; sinister and inscrutable figures.

w
»
4
3
[4a]

:A?tar World War One and up to 1930, the movie treatment of the

]

R T ;
' fanemoto, ovn. cit.

11
ten3roek, ov. cit., v. 23.

1 2
i OIbld., B 25
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ra-anese had a chanze for the better, although still onlctured as

. silent, inscrutable, and unAmerican. 3ut after 1331 the old theme of
1

tne treacherous, soying "Jap" regained orominence.
1t was this tvoe of influence which many Jananese feel vrevented
qualified Jananese men and women from gaining emvployment in

~aucasian society and forced them into a closed society., A common

. misconceptlon harbored by the peovle of Zalifornia was that all

Japanese spokXe the Japanese lanzuage and were still under the influence

.. of a foriegn culture. This %ind of thinXing and the 1solated character

of the Javanese -community prevented any meaningful communication

, between the rest of society and the Javanese.

21

Anti-Japanese sentiment, fostered by labor ani fa.m elements,
affected some politically ambtitious men. Remembering the successes of

the anti-"hinese politicians, some local office seegkers trled to

,ascend on the anti-Javanese ticket. Most instances of such tactics

, occurred in the early part of the century in San Fransico. The

Exclusion Law of 1924 was the culmination of such politics and there-
after the attacks subsided.Z?But in 1935,1937, and 1939 anti-Javanese

measures once more apveared in California legislation as oublic

i ooinion zradually began to turn against Japan and the Jananese.

n‘Duriug this period, uo to 1940, the attention of politiclans remained

focused primarily uvon the domestic problem of the depression.23

21
{anemoto, on. cit.

22
In a May 7, 1900 San Pransico labor rally, Major James D. Phelan
declared,"These Asiatic laborers will undermine our civilization
a;i ge will revneat the terrible exverience of Rom=." ten3roe, on.cit.

- ]
“‘Ibid., p. 43.
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w1th the advent of World War Two and the evacution notice, the
Jananese population in the Santa Zlara County and the wnole Pacific
-1one was to be orofoundly affected. The final evacuation was concluded
tn the Santa Clara Valley on May 29, 1942, with the great bulk of the
~agnle of this area sent to the camp at Heart Mountain, Hyoming?4This
was a vast camp of 10,700 with the peovnle from this area in aonroximately
+he same sections. Such treatment of Jananese-Americans naturally
aroused considerable bitterness and disillusionment.®2 Some never
returned to California and remained in the area of internment, others
went east and settled in eastern citles such as Chicago. There were
those that were bitter enough to leave the Unitea States entirely and
return to Japan.26

Memories of local officials, farm and labor groups vplottinz and
successfully »rovazandizing to coanvince the Army to evacuate the
Jananese helns account for this nost-internment attitude., Many Jananese
saw no reagon to return to this kind.of California ani velieved that.-
better onportunities 1li¢ elsewhere in view of the vast influx of "Oakies"
into California since they had been interned. This attitude was
rarticularly strong in the ﬁiggl.gT

A very tangzible effect of the evacuation wés the loss of position
of the many tenant farmers in the Santa Clara Valley. Since the great

n2jority of the Jananese farmers in this area were tenants, they were

24
_Murakami, opo., cit.

25,
9 Heart YMountain Sentinal, June 1, 1943,p.1.

w_._ 3eorgze Uchida, Assistant Professor of Physical Zducation at the
ﬁ~Vg;sity of Zalifornia, December 23, 1-66,
~ Thomas, ovn., cit., 1ife histories, pp. 151-5T71.
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1eft homeless after the war. In the case of those who had proverty,
they had to trust Caucasian friends to care for their holdings, angd
in 2 zood many cases this trust was abused.28

Still more danzerous was the amendment to the Alien Land Law of
1943, This was designed to reclalm Japanese holdings by p;ohibiting

Japanese aliens from purchasing or holdinz land under taeir children's

names, as some peonle were doing. The amendment claimed that the

" 41ntention of this practice was to circumvent the Alien Land Law and

enable the Issei to own land. The pressure for and the apolication
of this amendment came mostly from the San Joajuln Valley and the
delta areas of Sonoma and Contra Costa Countles where Japanese
compitition had caused much bai feellng against the now absent
evacuees.2?

Whereas the earlier Alien Land Law was not enforced as rigidly
as it might have been, during the war 1t and the new amendment were
used to their fullest extent to zalm the Japanese noldings. But in
this aspect the Santa Clara County was markedly different. The
apvlication of both laws was held in considerable retraint. Tae
officials of Santa Clara County and the cities of San Jose and Santa
Clara were much more level headed and enlightened than in other varts
of the state. In fact there were only two or three cases where actual
holding;were taten away from absent Javanese. The District Attorney,
“r. Napoleon Yenard, refused to exercise the unjust oower placed in

his hands.BO

-

28James Otida, October 15, 1266 and December 14, 1066.
ggianemoto, on, cit.
3071p14. :
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This enlicghtened attitude created a sympathetic understanding
sor the returning evacuees in the last »art of 1945, Whnen the bulk
~# the returning Jananese begzan arriving in San Jose the bulldingzs
of tne Buddhist Church were converted into hostels as temvorary
nousing through the efforts of the San Jose Council for Civic Unity.
=~1s5 was a focal noint for the relief of the returnees and for the
or-anization of resettlement,>!

Such action was in stri%ing contrast to other areas of the state
where everything was done to orevent the Jananese from returning. Laws
were passed and discrimination anplied to this end, One particular
instance of bad feeling for the returning Javanese was 1in llonterey
Jounty, A4 National Zuard Unit from the Salinas area had been stationed
on Bataan and the anti-Japanese feeling resulting from that experience
was directed against the returnees.32

Here in Santa Clara County no such vressure was apvlied against
the Jananese and because of this,and other economic reasons to be
discussed below, three timeébas man& Japanese returned to this area
than were evacuated in 1942, Many éame from the hostile climates of
Yonterey and San Joaquin Counties to find refuge here.33

Tne reasons are not absolutely clear why Santa Zlara County was
so d1ifferent, Perhans it was the academic community and the educated
atnosohere which saw the Javanese for what.fhey were, loyal and needy
Azerican: A more tangible feason was that the economic comoetition

~

of the other areas was non-existent in the Santa Glara Valley. Also

It

31\ 1 i P ‘.‘
ﬁiurazami, 0D, eit,

__Tanemoto, op. cit.
‘Jurarami, op. cit.
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+nare had been no real uistory of Jananese counflict in this area
.5 there had been in other narts of the state for decades. For
~yample, in San Joaquin County the Jananese were originally "coolies"
who were used by the large farm operations which needed such coolile
1abor. Jhen the Japvanese began to become tenant and indevendent
farmers, thus eliminating vart of the work force and creating stiff
coapitition, hatred and bitterness arouse. In this valley there were
~o zreat farming enterprises.34

The San Joaguln area was characteristically made up of rural,
small communities where Grange and other farm groups were influential,
Tnese were the groups and thls was the area where the most violent
anti-Jananese attitudes arouse., Similairly in the large cities, where
business comp2tition caused stroang.feelings, the Japanese were creat-
‘ng enemies by thelr lower rates and great numbers. For example, the
Javanese cobblers in San Fransico were systematicallydriﬁen out of
tusiness by the other Caucasian firm§§51n the Santa Clara Valley
neither of these conditions existed, it had a sort of middle ground

-~

seml-rural, semi-urban elements which vroduced a favorable climate
for all,

A specific wartime develooment which affected the Japanese in
Santa Clara county directly was the perfection of deep freezing
technicues and 1ts veacetime application to the strawberry industry.

This new process suddenly made strawberry farming extremely profitable.

34Kanemoto, on., cit,

tenBroex, ovn. cit. »n. 49,

T S —r——
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Strawoerry farming was extremely apoealing to the Javan,se in
sarticular. The first reason was that 1t was a high density crop,
one in which extensive acreage was not required to realize vrofit.
i*th a minlmum of capital and land a Japanese family could develop
onz to three acres of land into a profitable farm. This type of
situation to the returninzg and landless evacuees pnresented an ideal
renedy for thelr difficulties. With the entire family working in the
©1eld the financial status improved rapidly.36

3ut this renewed activity of the Japanese in farming was of a
117ferent hue than the earlier involvement of the first immizrants.
These newer farmers were not looking forward to life on the farm,
these people had other ambitions and sought other means of support.
sraiually many became gardeners and others went into nursery and
floral businesses. This was accompanied by a slow migration down the
valley toward Gilroy with some even departing for the central valley.

These people still had vivid memories:of the depression days and had

14
& L

ttle desire to negotiate another such experience as a farmer.37
A tynlcal Japanese returnee would sharecrop for a year or two in
“he exvanding strawberry industry until he could afford to purchase

“" to three acres. Eventually as his financial vosition was solidified

sfre | and as he found some other means of support, he would sell his land
i
'GO‘fgio 8 housing subdivision as vart of the California housing boom of
,712"? tne early 1950'8.38
: ! 35 )
- i :‘anemoto’ OD. Cit. . =
. ~-Ibid,
3%I~€i
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Another beneficial result of the war was the final breakdown
0f the Japanese setereotvoe. The war with Janan created a tremendous
{nterest in things Japanese. More and more pneople, educated or not,
+ were coming in contact with aspect of Japanese culture and society.
“his and the evacuation experience brouzht the true character of the
Jaonanese-Americans to public 1light, in some cases to peonle who
could not tell the difference between Jananese and Chinese, racially

f or culturally.

i The public image of the Japanese as having a separate nation in
Jalifornia with language and moral differences was partially dis-
pelled with: the results of an Army survey of all the Nisei in the
internment camps. People who could read and write Japanese were needed
%for intelligence operations in the Pacific war. The results showed that
;only 3% of the Nisei could read and write Japanese even passably., )’

g The brillant record of the some 3000 Nisel in the intelligence

service, which gave the American Pacffic comnand extremely exact and

‘|precise information, helped dispelY any doubts about their loyalty to

40

America,., “And then of course there was the famous all Javpanese 100th.

Infantry Battalion and the 442nd. Regimental Combat Team who went

through some of the bloodiest and most grueling combat of the Italian

;.,;campaign. Some 300 were %illed and 650 wounded out of a total of 1300

.-jof the 100th. By V.E. day the 442nd. Regimental Combat Team was referred

‘Ito as the most decorated unit in United States military history. This

|
L

‘ Ibid,

| 40
Ibid,
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remarrable nerformance, the anabated favorable publicity, and
~ontacts established were undoubtedly factors in promoting community
z:ceptance.41
This general reanvraisal of the Japanese and revision of the old
stereotype created a more sympathetic understanding in many communities
«here peovle were oven-minded. This was true of Santa Clara County
and not only did enlizhtened oublic servants act sensibly toward
tne returnees but the business comnunity subsequently opened further
ovortunities. For the first time since the imanigration to America
jobs were bezginning to open and qualified Japanese were being
accepted in greater numbers.
3y 1950 the age-sex structure of 1940 had begun to balance itself
out to something closer to the norm, with apvreciable numbers in the
milddle age bracket., Yith the interment and resettlement the Nisel,
now ten yvears older, had learned to ta%e on resnonsibllity and
leadershio. Definitly unwilling to follow in the footsteps of their
Issel varents, they dispersed into other areas of emvnloyment. Here
the education provided for them by the Issel stood them in gzood stead.
The ore-war closed community,.partly voluntary and vartly enforced,
w18 brea¥ing up in a significant sense. In the post-war years the old
so2lal cliques began to dissolve and along with intergrated employment

came new acquaintances and intergranted social activity. The Nisel

wno before the war played basketball for the San Jose Zebrad  in an

1
tenBroek, on. cit., op. 167-169, 2




e

»
5
- o ——

v

17w

11 Criental tournament, now played zolf with Caucasian business
i~iuaintances in a club tournament.42

In a comparlison of the relative vosition of the Javanese in 1940
an? then in 1950, one can onlv arrive at the conclusion that the
“ar, with all 1ts unhappy experiences, provided the catalyst that

n~=an the orocess of intergation and acceptance of the Japanese neoonle

into -~oclety.

R .
“James Oxida, oo, cit.
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Apnendix
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JAPANESE-AMERICAN POPULATION
CALIFORNIA, WASHINGTON, OREGON, ARIZONA
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