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Be. Hiankiul the “eternal mow«%am Still
embrace owr explasive ey ! Otherwise all e,
has /Oﬂg betyl chcmged For /Oaﬁmlgfc &r /ﬂfc)’ma{;/&
revivad, we. Can nly quote nistory o old memorés
7?6 urciilly QuEtentic Cartoords and brief wmiats

are far Mgu/rm ufﬁ z}b/e, Mga/S i71ve. nEWComers,

ard Wi #ew DH-titrs who SHU remember: s ﬁ
~z‘/mﬁ5 our subject may Séer /.g/zf/ Heated be
assured ‘Mfdugh&z;f” 15 atentptec p@ermmd
least W auméd o +he TRUTH-
~ Tl ph Kartbo
oS Forgotten



_W\e wanchion 05; Sunn\f\!a\efgara)roga Rcad cmd
Stevens CreeK Kead 1S +wo lanes wide.

Qaran Winchiegter s oo dieck farges Cor Valley OESSIP.

Horse, argd bu.ggies are the main source. of TN Spor
J(Ifﬂo(?.

Trere is one post- office in al & Gupervrs called
W Side.

Tvere 1 a \O aure. prue. orchard on Miller Avenue,
and Stevens CreeX Kood

Thig s the Setrg of W ph Kankaos most nermoreble
et of his lifehme. T 1S e iss on whidh Ve bagan
his Sewond career ad- aae 0 He Yas whtien L books
Since, R 4ime of his hst publhed ;e in QA

‘T am ret a hisionan. T om @ nostalgican,” Kalph
Tamloo (cpea:fed s Convichon thad hisibnf should e

~coated in o viostalgic, hunerous way e reader
can identdy with.’

Kamko says +had v all started when e Searcred
book Stores and libraries & a nestalgic oK oy dwma
C\Gfﬁ;t Val\eq h(&forq 210 give.+c> s randd&ughwrs.

1 woas apazed. T couldnt & a}”\YJrh\'ng n&%iu\g{g..
there were plenty oF rames and dates and events,, but
that wos all,” he recalled.

"I undertook writing as a holdoy lout 1t turned into
a Surp(ismg\q successtul business verture. T couldn't
elieve inow huﬂgrq people are for Yocal higtory- T
call mine *sudar- coated’ lecause its easy Fo swallod””

“No apology is dfered for +he erratic, often
shaly, rard lettered +ext. A least it seervs fo Hitour
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nreanal, rurad Sceres ard characters so much oeter
Han cold 4ype. T dontt think anyore else in e
Courttry 18 Croy eroudh Yo hand lexer his ooks. T
have viothing else ‘o do. Why s 7" Ranbo added trod
e meney Soved on “ypesethig was “remendous. e, alo
ePained, “\When theres o misiake., theres no one T
Bame but qourSENQ. "

An avemge page N one of Rambos loooks took
aEprexinently 18 hours Getueen Yand-lettedng and -
Shaking. Y ecalled doing nine pogeS o in e of
hiS ooks laefore o second edition because o Slips
in e birsr printing. T am office looy, autior,
Hushador, handletter ard distributor. L 41y 1o
austograph Prochically all o my loccks... people, for
SoMe RASON, K that lite personal +ouch.”

A lor of omprhensive research turmed the
GrhSt —wrder into o Stholar of history The, frst
book e wrote waS never puloli Shed for the Publc.
Trwes Called * Looking Rackward 1400 “T wertt cut
and loought 6 lounch of thre-lle binders.You wuld
Gex dhem for 38 wnts in those doys. T paid Some-
one $50 1o mmeograph e hand-lettered pages
ard lcourd hem 4ogether myself,” Rambo sad.” T
woS IS boook dismiwed 1o friends and relatives,
 that reciered so much encourageent, ard lead
duimeo oto S career

‘Brnest Forgetten, his Frst bedk sublished for
fhe public in 1964, wos in o third edition and had
sdd 8,000 copies by e end of e year:

*Siexra. Sarta” was inspived by Ramloos late
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wifes Uncle Charley.“ He lived near Mariposa, and the

Lot Hhot Ve never Struck any gold vein or gold,

\cmaer than ‘sKeeters eyes' Failed 1o discourage, )
him. He. wps Known +o Maripesa 05 ‘Dull Pick Chardey ™
‘The. Little House " was also inspired by arother

Charley, Kambo Knew. Charley Wrghts privy had o
S\%n on e wall thad Wged fgwe user, wher
ready to leave, to pull & Chain Pargmg down from
the Lﬁilimg.%e vickim would omply and “H’)erEZlO\/
toll an od School bell hug aboe in an cak
tree , its annourcement heard all the way o Los Gedws?

“Me and (' is my favorite. Theres more truth
than fickon in it T all existed ,though T changed
their names,” Rambo explained.” “Me and (y* VS abot
Kambo and his rlationships with the pecple Uvmg
in Alviso.

"Ry and Inklings” does rot seek the Satus of
Gn historical locoK. I has foo mony diver sified ingre-
dients —+oo remindtul o dd-tashioned beef stew,-a
Litle oo heavy on +he. wrn,” R_ambe suid.®

Ore o Kambos most popular maps is & map of
e Santa Clava Valley, orrsized in cartoon drawins
Every Square inch o - waS PainStakingly drawn
through o magpitying glass that had ‘once blorged
to his gard{edher. Kambo hid initials of family members
"f\f\rgug\now‘r e map and recalls hovirg fun drawing
i,

Other loooks include “Kemember When...”, sequel o
“Mmost F?)rgcgﬁen” y Lo, the poor Tindian™; “ Tiburcio
Vasquez—Hine Caliornia loandi?; “ Adverrture Valley ”;
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and . “ Poneer Blue Bk of the Santa Uarg Valley”:
and o Collechion of maps.

His bocks Tave been used o5 Nistory references
in local Schodls ard ab least three of Hrem have
peen Hranslated into Braille by the Librany of longress?

Ralph Ramko is @ native of the Santa. Clara
\oltey. He attended Doyle Schiool on Stewens Creek
Road with an entire. enrallmant of &0 Students for
eight grades. Tt was a hypical country scheol
with one room and @ big pot-kellied stowe in the
middi.”

Many adiended school only ketween seaasonal
oranard work since children played an important
eonomic part in the Valley. The majority of the
Pupils were rrixed ?)rnLucieSe Pyrerican, or ialian
Aesent from “modest* intome. families. Levis and
homemade Shirts were the by’ adtire and the
girls wore, gnafum dresses by Buterick patiems, )

Most +cackers in +he courty were graduades from
San Jose S*aﬁe Normal Sdnool and U\Suall\( fauthr
o mnge, O? grade,s N one. Sthool house.

Rambo fondly rememboers e and friends journeys
o ond from School -staging 9rass %g\rﬁrs,exp\oﬂng dry
Creeks, owrdls nests, and Catching toads.

During e canning Seasmn, “ T Ueaded 6. Shrony
dislike for nild labor while picking prunes,” Rambo
eollects. "We. were poid B¢ a. loox of apricors. The
ey the apricors, the quicker we could finigh Qitting
o. ot of cots. T you were unlucky erough to daw

5.



O \Ehchl ’pound box ot ‘marbles’, v was a+ra%n'c.
Sthuaion equiing Several fours For completion.”

Doyle. 3ded Ts gore row, louried wnder neacth
an eght lane freeway. “ Thank cpedness,” says Rnko,
“we cant loury our memories.”

Kambo graduated Gom Santa. Clava High Scheol
n 912 2He Sthen odiended +the San FranGsco Sl
of Fine Brts,“ where T learned rothing whatever,”
Rarnloo swd® Then e enrolled in ac corfespondence
Cartoon (owse while he was shll a Jreanag@r.“l—he
Seheol’ was actually one man, a reficed  damous
Cartoonist, With eadh drawing lesson, he returned
i+ with his personad ericion® I was 395 for
25 lessens. "9

He then landed a do ab-a new prirhing plart
called Murson in 1Qle, untdl \9eb. " The Py wos 37
o week. Ber T was vnarried and we had o loaby,
T was rased to 39 .?r'\ming wos Sl in an
argue percd, usk our & fhe woedcud sfuge. The
Slant wanted sone labels designed. T waS paid 15
each for Some, and thak was o money.”?

Tn the aarly days, Rmko eealled, a label usually
had #s’ incephion when a. canner or wholesale grocer
would Sow up af the Muirson Building with o vogque
dea of what Ve wanted. Sorretimes e didnt even Irave
a lorard name Chosen sohe arkiSt or printer would
woke ore up '

Koambos st step was o waker- color sketch
Lollowed by 0 key draw'mg Prec\'sl\; autling e areas
of +he. wolor aeparadion prining Plates reeded.

(.



When Kambo Hirst went o worK , Color photography
WoS primitive and i -tone engraving,wh{d’l used &
seen 1o break up wrages o prin’rable dot patterns,
hud not et arrived on the. \akeling scerce. GmsectuerrH\/J
everything depended on the artist who wowd pant &
e Lor de label and then break & down into wlor-
SeLOr Gdon Ps’lkﬁirg P(QJFGS by e Vﬂﬁd'i’i’ipp% pIoesS,
Paivrﬂng each dor of euch olor moanually- Five. plades
were. mode. for each picture - \ellow, \ight bue, dar K bbug,
ed ard p\nk.‘a

Tn 1990, Rambo became. the art diedor of e plant,
which grew with e fruit Canning pom in the Valley He
evertudlly headad oo sabk o eignt ® Tn 1920, +he
Muirson Lalboel Co. furned out 5 miltion of the anning
abdls 6 day fom 1S Part o 435 Stockion Ave for
Cupned SOOdS Sad all okr e vorld. “Tre \/alle\} of
Hecurts Delignt” produced more dhan 3 e all e fru
cored \n "%Q world dwkrg ris vire . Koo e theed
n QU ast art direcior after 50 Nears working o
te plant. Muirson s row called 4he Tnternatioral Faper

Compor\\/- s

Whed was the. inspiration in Kambos lite to begin
ancter Caveer? He, Simply wartted 4o give somehing 1o
his +wo garddaughters, Katherine and  Amn, S0 ey
could See what “the Valley was \ike ad the furn of
the cortury.

As o yowperer, Kambo dishked ¢ way history
W3S ‘mqur v Sahool. T was oo drq,memoﬁz{hg
dodtes, nanmes, battles, without Gy amusing description
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ot the WOy of \e. AOJruaH\{,MS dslike was an
033et,- as i+ formed the \ass of my beoks, whid
T loased on mostalgia , describirg the way of +he,
Pimeers.” *

Today , Rambo says,“ T dont beliee in griping
sbout the old days. T Seel fortunade o lave
enjoved bsth €6s,” he said

Tambo yecalls growi up N s &’ml\{s Qarm,
o |D-acre prune orchard 4hat was off Stevens (rek
Rood on Miller Renue where o million dottar Stheol
lies —%odc;\;.'g

“The pace of |ife was much Slower +ren Trere were
o wrveniences like bathreoms argd running wader, oud o
ddny WOrTY US .

"My doder hauled wier on aded n a \aarvel 4o owr
house. The Lrst (unhing WOer we had,n Kambo sad,

" was ?'\pec\ fom o ne,{ghknr 5 windmill and 4ank o a
foucet i our fond yard. T Se o o whoe package
of Lre-cradkers to celebate. B

L suppese rrany oF us Youngsters \erged on tre.
delinguert: We smoked dry prune Or walnud kst cioprettes,
or, with marny puts, wainly ined 4o Keep anise agow.

‘On \alenthnes day, we bought Hwse \ideows colored
Ore. Sheet Cartaas called 'penny avfls’ wih an ln&i}ﬁng
Vrse we inferded 1o matth up with owr vickims persordlity.

“We ghot birds, chickens, cars, and family cows w\-\zv
M&Un% hests and Vaisy air af\es. 4

"We ¥new every neghbor, every orchard ,every 4ree ond
wirdmill Oon he oue.. Sometimes, we halted ard passed
the Hime of day whenever we met friends. Dad vould draw

8



wo the reins and visit 4o about 1S minides.

“Today it Somecne. Soppad for 19 minues o ¥he
Same Spot, Hhere. would be rate otorists, bumper—
fo- bumper, and Sour moiles of \rm\(\lrg-"s

“‘We. rever owned an auonobite or fracorn Hom argued
Hrot ab least they didnt Stand in Hhe loan eading their
heads off when ey werent working. Dads veburtal was
C Neither of Hrese moachines would ever be. perfecied’

“Mother was +re. Tesident of the West Side (upertine)
Lodies Ad Scciety. L remember every \ear during He
Aotes drie for e negd\{,es?edollg children , Sarah

Winchester driving up 1 our church in ver Carriage
with her coachman. He would carry ahuge gssortment
ot brard new childrers Aothirg Specially ?urdfaSed for
4nis drive ard 4ren e wowld quiqu leave. !

“‘We. lived Close. by Mrs. Wincheser and Saw er chien
(fom a distance )My Uncle Ned Rambo wis e St west
cooSt agent for her company . My Bethers Hiest work in
California in e (8)805 was Hree planting on her rew
estate.. We. thoughtt highly e Trer. For over 30 yaars thot
$1000 Clwday WaS diStributed amorost the workers in the
Valey.”

Kambo ®rnembers more egsily he daimsﬁrhings Hod
happened od- the loegiinning of e centwry easier than
whod rappened, say, 105 week. He wimessed Mrs.
Winchesrer e 1Ak ear%qyaﬁ@*"%e Shock of my lie*
he claims, fom rorse and bugges fo atomobiles and
e Valley arowth. " T saw Srevens Geek op om o
o-woy arave) ad o what  is oday. wed Yun
half & mile to see. an automobile. T happy 1 hved

9.



in that periad rather than e redt 80 years.””

While bagis of his protilic wri+{n%ﬂi>s m&&gigard
boyhood reminiscenses, e says hes alsd’enyoying We.
present in grakeﬁul contentment.*?

Ralph Kambo wis bon on May 1P, 189, ek 10 SudS:
N dan Jose. Commerrhrg o his grow% e <00, 1 wis
lo feet R Yo wches out They Say you Shrink a little a5
you grow older”

bo marvied @ Childhood Swetheart, Xatherine. (oker;
who (ussed awny dfter 37 years of wameqe. Their son,
Jares,was o Cwator of the Glformia Talace ot Legior\
of Honor, s possed away , adso. Their second son,Willam,
S A rehred Stonkord engineering professon living in he
area.® He is pud Hhat cne of Mis ganddauders is
ow h?e budding jpwrmalist?
Now S his ImeS CoMesSpording, With

Lrierds, woct Chirfgrfgevis\'m enjoying 1re (_orrr%)an\; of
WS con, Bill.®

Ralph Kambo has had a very Ll e and hos
feaped many WS, £t o bicentennial PO in Ak,
o oo by Frances\:mardampop?ambﬁv\m
featured . Tresidert ford proised Rambos work od he
Progom ond Rombo had the horor ok shaking hards
with e Tesident - or Tesidedt Yord Yod +e Yoror ofF
%O.K\rrs "Kombos and. Later; Kambo recieved o personal
thank you on white ouse Stadionary e added to
hs bulgng collection &f 4ribudes and awosds. ™

In \r?% ,4he mavor of Les Godos honored Kadph
Kambo by declaring a "Ralph Kambo Tay! TS heralded

1O.



the ina of “Old Valley Kambolims” ot the Forbes
Hill m in oS QaYCSeHW exhig?% was oen thiough
Novamber of “rar \ear: The cnly arkifack missing fom e
exhibit was Rambos massives voil-top desK, e nrer
rirg of \is Creative ackiviy Over Te st o decades.

Rambo philosipiizad,“ I mainkan ¥k an clasker
ot hasnt Something that hes interesied in or Some
proick s dead "

He went on," Tm glod 1 ralieed de focr vrod
without @ fobby ,or paSHime, or engadment \n Sme.
Creadive Work, ¥ne Senior Qi zen 1S completely \ost. The.

dromiirg, ond WG Storted o rew 2, G new W4,
‘QD( ma .!:5

\G,11
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