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La Rincornads Countrery Clubhd 1989 - 1981

e Rinconacs  Countrery Club has a colourful SIel
imteresting history, However, g complete history of the
clur  bhas  never been wriltten. I this paper T have
compiled  and conduocted my  own reserach to write the most
complets history of Ls Rinconads Country club to date. The
topics I have covered in  this pasper are! what was Lhere
before La Rinconads  Country Clup?  the Tormstion of La
Rirncornscs CsCevt  and clubd life, LrEge, improvemets,
contributions to the communitys, and activities Lhrowghn ot

the life of La Rinconadas C.0.

What Wass There Before La Rinconads Cowrtry ClLap®?

La Rinconada Country Club  sits on  a piece of landg
wivieh  wsed to  be part of  the Rencho Rinconsds e Los
Gatos{Corner of T Cats Ranoh). () In 1840, Jose
Hermande:r, of SBan  Jose, looked Tor a place to build =
ranchao, 0 he could move his family awsw Trom e what

thought was an over corowded Sam Jose. flme dav, while

X documantation reforg 4o Pumie e e materials i

hibhlioarapng.
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La Rincomacds Cournteyg Clubt 1929 — 1981

looking at  some property, i what is now  the  Los
Gatos-Haratoga area, ne came across  the home of  two
wilideats. He krnew water moust  be nesr since Lhe cats baill
their home  there, Hevranoezr slso loved bthe  sorrounding
area, and bhe decided to bhuild is rancho  there. On HMay 21,
1840, Jose Horamcder a8 Priend, Sebastisn Feralts,
applied for = landgd  arant. Later that gear, Govenar
Alvarado awarded the aranbt. Hernandez built his CENChD
glorng  the San Tomas  Agquino Creek, and bhis house still
stands todavw, The rancho now dis a8 privete residence
located on 14410 Qutio Rosd. (4) Hevnandez derived the name
"Rancho Rincomada de Los Gatos" from the bend in Los Gatos
Creel, and the rnumber of wildeats  that lived in Lthe asres.
I 1854, the U.%. Land Grarmt Commission confirsed  the
ranciho, amngd 2 patent din 1840 confrimerned the rancho as
having 6631.44 acres of land, which covered parts of Los
Latos, Sarstogs, snd Campell. ()

Herrnandez began to sell pasrts  of his  rancho in
parcels., One suweh  parcel he sold Lo & group of people who
would iater Torm the town of Los Gatos.(4) Also  in these
times of exchangeing properbly, the land on which La
Rincinada now stands  changed hands 8 tew times. In 1924, -

marn tamed WoE. Maxwell bought 3 piece of land mear Vasona
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La Rinconasds Cowntry Clubi 1929 - 1981

dJurmetion to build a2 golf course. Two  ywears later Maxwell
sl bhe lamd to 38 qroup of Los Gatos Dusic@ssmen, who

wolllagd later fTorm s Rinconads Counltryg Clut, (3)

The Formation of La Rinconads Country Club

La Rinconads Country Culbh evolved oul of an  lddes
expressed in the Los Gatos Times on Septesber &, 1906 The
paper  sugaested thal a country clubh  in Los Gatos would
erntertain ard attract more summertime wvisitors. The cluob
shiould include & aolf cowrse, tennis courts, a race Lrachk
and & clubhouse Lo hold socisl events.(3,9) The newspaper
attempted to orgamize &8 olub  at bhis btime, Rimcornsds Golf
Clob, ot lack of public interest killed the ides.

The lLomita Golft Clubh operned orn Maw 5, 1909, rrea
pastin Cormers. The club had 38 total of eiahty members,
and offered its facilites to hoth public and member use,
The Lomita Golf Club folded s few months later, becsuse not
encuatn of  the public wsed Lhe course for it Lo operate
sourdly e (3) At the turn of the century, tLhe people of Los
Gatos obviowsly did mot want a3 country club.

Twenty one Years later, in the spring of 19246, W.E,.

Maxwell bought some land near Vasona Jonction Lo build a
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La Rinmcormada Countrs Clubt 1929 - 1981

anlf  course.(3) Maxwell worked Tor two yesrs on the
CouTse, primarily using his own money, wntil @ growp of Los
Gatos businessmen bouaht  the land from him  on Febuary 17,
1928, The Qroup, headed by W.O. Sprague, 2 retived
Standareg 0il1  execuwtive, plus two of his sssocistes, J.L.
Ferdletorn and  W.M. Gedfry, bought the land for 75,000
dollore.(1,3) Maxwell had run out of moneg, and  could not
corbinue Lo work on his CoOurse.

Sprague arid his committee confrimed the colub in Maron
of 1928, with orne hundred and  three smembers. Memberships
to the eclub cost five hondred dollars @ piece. Club
plections were slso held. The reasulits were ss  Tollowsd
Wele Sprague, Fresident: el Higoirdaobiam, lsl
Vice-Fresident: Sernator Ganborn Young, Zni Vice-Fresident;
Werndell Thnomas, 3rd-Vice Fresident: aril LsDe Matbie,

Treasurer ., (3)

Opening Davy
La Rincornada Country Clubh  officaily opened on June

1at, 1929,  The San Jose Mercury Herald aives an accournt of

Lhe  opening day ceremonies in their Gupday June 2ond, 1929,

it ionrn. B copyw  of the article sti1ll hangs on bthe wall in
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Le Rimconads Courntry Clobi 1929 - 1981

the men's  arillroom. Opaming  dag  at La Rinconada C.C.
attracted over seven hundred people, ineloding =W
Giarmimi amd J.D. Bacigalbupi, who hoth belonged to the
club, The ceremonies started off with the first officisl
tour of the qolf course. Marng  upofficial  tours of the
course had bheen  given in May to  some members. plus  the

firat unofficial mateh, pladed between L,D, Mabie and LoH,

Neuman . tfter e towr of the ¢course, the tLemporary
clubhouse gserved refreshments arod Toneh, (7)) Newt, Semator

Santorn Young, Znd Vice-~Fresident, resd &5 speechh  which

officialy operned the oculb, after W.C. Spracgue had failed to

ahiow  wp for  the opening day  ceremonies. Spraque, Lhe
irtended aspepelker, cowld not sttend the opening day
CETremonies for undisclosed ressons. (3) The San  Jose

Mercury Herald aqgave a qood account of Senator Sanborn’s

speech in the following summary!

In his speecth Young praisend the
Lhe aroup of Los Gatos tuasi-

ness men who were responsible

Tor making L Rimncinads qolf
course B reslity, Im turn Yourng
lavded W.C. Spraque, Wendell C.
Thomas, execubive secubsryd T.0.
Mabxie, treassureri W.B., Manwell,

the founder of the course! and J.U.
Higinbhotham, divector.(4)

La Rinconada C.D. qolf professiomsl s, Ben Coltrin  snd
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La Rimconasds Country Clubt 1929 — 1981

Fhillip Jefferson, played the Hillview C.0, qolf pro’s,
Aurthur  Broolks and Floyd Hudson for  the operning  cad
exhiibition matehd the dadys mein event. After a8 neck  and
neck competion, Frillip Jeffersorn won  Lthe game for La
Rinconadas by sinking 8 bridie on the 18th  holes (7)) La
Rincormada officials mased Fhillip Jeffersom golt pro  on
that dav, s e remained  the pro wntil  his death in
19446, (3)

La Rincomasdas ©.C. alliowed bhobth public and private play
orn their course, which mang consider one of the finest 1in
the state. The eiabteen hole qold course starbed by the
clubhowvse, with both 2th and 18th holes findishing up at the
clubbhouse. Fueblic epatvrons  could also enjoy  the swimming
pool e hhe  summer. Club members had  the benefits of
clubhouse, which ingluded locker rooms, the various social
furrctions held st the cluphouse,  aod discount  prices for
ther club  facilities. (7)) Howaever, L& Rinconads oid  not
have the race Ltrack or the ternis courts which +the Los
Gatos Times had suggested in 1901, ol the clubh did fulfill

the dream evpressed in the parer twenty eight yesrs hefore.

The BEarly Yearad 1989 - 1941
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La Rimconada Country Clubi 1929 - 1981

La Rinconads C.C, seemed uneffected by the Greast
Depression it Qe reacds the club’s Nnewspasper
Out—of-the-Diteh,. The newspaper reporied on wecoming qolf
and social evernts, plus resulls of  the lastest Lourmzments,
arnd other club related news. (&)

Ladies’ qolf also received g areat desl fTo astitention
for a typically male dominated colub. (No woman has ever
el g olubh  office in the club’‘s historg.) A aood
rercerntaae of the gqgolfing news i the clubs newspaper
pertained to woman’s  aolf. The women organized Ladies” K4
hole and 18 hole ol clubs, which still meet weekly., They
also  held fashior shows in the colubhouse, and sat on
commitlees Lo organize ecerltasin social evernts.(B8) &S0 the
wives of La Rincomsds aolfers were asctive in the early
wears of  the oloub, however, & woman could mot  join the
clubr, Her husband must be a8 member of the club inorvder for
her to  ose the faecilities.(7) Just ase bthe members wives
were active, $0 were Lheir SoOns.

Every summer the club held Junior Leasgue Golfirg. alil
hoys, over twelve, could pariticipate, The summer lesous
erded with the Jornior Leaague Golf Tournament and Barbecue,
held  dn August, (8)  ALL boys over the age of twelve could

vse the golf course;, as long  a8s they registevred al the pro

FaGE 7



La Finconadae Coonbtry Clubpd 1929 - 1981

shop and obeved Lhe rules sel down by bhe National Golfers
fssocistion. (7)

La Rinconads .0, alesa offered lLos Gatos Hian Sonhool
vse  of bhe course, Wik cht schnool officsls arateful ly
goceptacd, The school had wanted & golf  Ltesm Tor 8 Long
Lime, bt thew bad o place to prachtice. In  Jamuaery of
1940, Los Gatos High School beld thedr first tourmasment at
b.a Rinconada. (8)

Gut of the mary qolf towrnsments held st La Rinconsdas,
the Blossom Tournament, teld in either dpril or early Mayg,
andg the Los Gatos Fiests Tournsment, held in August, drew
the most attenﬁimm. Bothh of  these tournsments atbltracted
aolfers Trom arournd the state, el La Rinconasda golfers
usually won,  The Blossom Tournsment received its mame from
the hlossoming froit trees which covered the valley st that
time. In facht, orchards surrounded the olub dltselt. (8 La
Rimcornsdas still holds  the tournsment todsy inspite of the
almost total ashsence of the orcharads, L& Rinconada
totality conscived the ddes fTor  the Los Galos Fiests
Tournament, as they did with the Blossom Tourmsment,
howaver the Fiests Tournswment drew a3 lot more people.
During Lhe tournsments heyoay, the miodle ancd  lalte

thirhises, it kept the whole town bhusy. T fect, some
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Lz Rinconads Country Cloabi 1929 - 1981

people and merchants hed to start  preperations & month  in
afvance. (82 The Fiests turped out to be the largest event
of the vyear at La Rinconada C.C. There is o record  of bhe

Fiegta Tournamert held in recent yeasrs.

Ttie War Yearst 1942 -~ 1946

Durirng World War II, s Rinconads Country Clubh  almost
folded; there were mang other olubs  whioch oic, The war
effort kept most of the members away from the club., Some
of  the members Tought i the war. The rest who staved
(hank presidents and other professionsl  macde op 8 larae
part of lLa HRinconads’s wmesmbership) kept the war effort
going here in the states. Since manyg members could not use
the clubd, thew terminsted their memberships., Others Telt
their money belonaged in war  boeds, instead of cownbry
clubs. (7)) B 1245 the olub  came close Lo Timancial  roing
and 41t would have gone wnder i it hed not  of been  for
aolfer—dentist $Sol Leider. Leider bought the ¢luin in 1945
for 80,000 dollars. ()

Ariother proilem arose during WWIT. The oak trees on
the golf course comtracted Oak Roolt fungus from  constant
summertime waterings, Qak Trees like arid summers, nolb wet

OMEs . Eucalyptus  trees replaced the oal Lrees, #long with
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La Rinconads Country

soMme Monberesy pines planted along  the 16th,

fairways. (7)

Women’s goif dominsted the olub’s

these Years. After 1942 only a hanaful of

could be  Ffourd, and a1l men’s  btournaments

newspaper also included Jletters from members

the war, Adlmost every letter cortasined the

Y"We're malking areat progress  over here, anril

affort going bacl homwe."{8)

The Fost-War Yearsd 1947 1952

Im the vears afhter Worldg War I1, Tive

Lthe ownership of Dr. Lieder, began Lo retorn

Mern’s qgolf starlted up z2qain, along wabth Lhe

the Blossom  angd Fiests Touwrnamenhs. (8) Some

back to the club, bt others preferred to

club had a new feel to it. It resemebhled tLhe

of the thirlties in some vespechts, bwt  the

qrow and change. (7))

Heveral dears aflter WWIT, the olub

Fimancial burdern for Dr, Leider. Bre leider

wite Esther, leased the land Lo & agrowp of
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l.a Rinconads Gowntry Clobi 1929 -~ 19481

leogase, entered on November FaA 195, states thalt La
Rinconada .0, ITne. d¢ 8 non-profil orgardzation, and nas a

life of ninety mine vyears. (7))

The Frivate Yearsd 1993 - 1970

e Rinconsds, now  member owned, olosed its  doors to
putilic plaw,. (33 The olub  glso  begsn Lo promote 8 new
image, as  an exclusive wmembers onlyg  olub. Vistors and
prospective members could use course, as lorg as Lheyw were
accompanied by 3 member. (7))

The club alse converted Lo gearly elections, with P6ll
Battaqlis, as the club’s First president urder the new
OWreersaip . (7

Applyirng for memberships now  became more reshbricted.
I order Yto become @ new member, one most  heve  bhe
qualifications to Tit into & "select group." All acceplbed
members  oid  Fit  into  this “"seleclt aroup." To become &
Mmember one  muast Fill  out arn spplication  Forme. Thern, @
Mmembersinip TEVIEW ooar considers L gpplication,
Sometimes further dnvestigasting an applicant’s family
backaround, religion, and Finsncial  status. The olub

desigred  sooch an extensive investagstion of easch applicsndh
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La Rinconsda Country Cluni 1929 -~ 1981

Lo keeap any "urdesirables" out of the olubh. (9)

Some of these members in bthis select group happened to
he famowus movie scltors  angd aelresses. Feople like Bing
Crosby, Jack Bennyg, Joanne Fontane, Jane Russell, O0livia de
Havillend, and Belty Davie belonged to L Rinconads 0.0,
Most, of the actors, sueh  as Bing Crosbw, have been known Lo
Pelong Lo exclusive clubs,  Like Pebble Feach, so  why o did
they belone to La Rincornsda? Fesides having whal many
consider  the finest gelf course i morthern Cslifornis,
cduring the fifties amd sixties, La Rinconsds Countrw Club
asMeraed 25 one of the most exclosive olubs in the state.
The celebrities acted the same 2% =2ny obher L Ricomads
MeMDET Thew participasted in gold tourmsrents, ate at the
Sunday niaqht bhuffets, attended the dinnmer dances, and even
held their own  special events. Jane Russell was noticed
for & couple of fashion shows she held st the olub.($)
(Note- the rules which restricted womern TFrom Joipming e
club directly also resstricted  the scltresses. In order for
any female celebrities Lo wuse the eclub, her hushand had to
Join the olab.) )

Deer, and other wild animals, constently visited La
Ricormada C.C. in the early and middle life of the club. A

fernce, put up i the  late Tifties, constructed around Lhe
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Le Rinconads Country Clupd 1989 - 1981

club kept the animals oub.(9)

During & Ttvasinstorm, in  the fall of 1?62, the roof
caverd i omn the spamish styled olobhouse. The accident
happened on 2 Sondaw  nieht just after the kitchen help had
fimiahed ocleaning  wap. Gfter considering  the  costs  of
rapairing  the colubbouse, members decided to bhuild 2 new
OrME. A Ccanvas, drawn across bhe  hole  in the roof, enabled
the kitehen erew to  contindge work ontil 8 new clubhouse
could bhe bhaillt.(9) I the spring of 1963, La Rinconads
Courtry Club  opened their new clubhousa, The new clubhouse
sits Tive-hurdred Teel rnorth of the old clubhouse (which Qs
now part of the parking lot). The new structure contained
2 larager dining room, kitchen, men’s grillroom, plus both
mern s a8nd women’s locker rooms,  Along with & new olubhouse
some obher asdditons and changes ook place  om bthe olub
property! the addition of & snack-shack on the 11lth holed
Lthe pro-sthiop moved from  the old  olubhouse Lo bhe west side
of  the parking loti and the exchanges of the lst  andg  &th
holes, 0 the eolfers can  start st the dlst tee by Lthe pro
shop instead of by the clubhouse. (7

Arourd 19466 housing started Lo pop-up around the olub,.

Frior to  this time, the olub hsed been surrounded by

orcherds. The home boilding, which took plasce in the
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L.a Rinconacds Country Clubhi 1929 - 19281

sivties, sccounts Tor 11 of the nice neiahborhoods in the
La Rinconada area. (9

T 1968, Ls Rinconasds C.C. made an  agreement with the
Santa Clara Coonty Conservation District. The Conservation
Nistrict obatained the water riaght of wavys Lhrouwah the 3rad
arvd 18th fTairwaws, in excharnge  for giving e Rinconads C.0.
all of the wntrested water needed for watering its gqolf
COLT G, Frior to this time, the eludh had  equperiernced
difficuities with water supply arnc distribution

problems, (7))

Changing Times? 1971 - 1981
In the esarly seventies, Lhe olun  asaain arew  in size.
For the previous twenty years, La  Rinconads Coontes Club

.

had & constant memberaship of airoul,  ome hundred. Under a3
new clubhouse mansqer, bka Rincorasda C.0.  opened  up more
memberships Wwith more relsased standards, tneluding, for the
first t{ime. corporate membership. Rising operating costs
cavsed the call for raising the membership.(¥) By 1976 +the
eclut had grown to  sbowt Tour  hundred MEMIIETS arul D

January 1981, sbout six hundred. (7 ,9) Marny of the old

members Telt insulted by the QinfTlux of new members, so thewy
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LL.a Rinconada Country Clubi 19E% ~ 1281

left, By the mid-severltess a2l of the movie stars had also
left, (9)

A& golf cart path system, completed in 1974, accounted
for +the only additon to the clubh  in Lhe seventies. The
rath system came to Lthe side of those who needed carts in
order Lo play qolf.(7?

Todaw, La Rimconads is  still & golfer‘s country olub.
From ~my observations, I ve worked din the itoehesn a3t La
Rincormads  for the last nine months, I can say that azlmost
every e Rinconads member is & aolfing famnastic, They are
in the men’s gqrillroom early esch morning  eating breakfast,
including Sundags, and owt orn the course  all dag. If rain
threatens, theyw 11 be oul there, even in heavy drizzlie. 0On
Sundaey  nmights theyw  oome to  the huffaet withh  their
families,snd bring their wives, or  dates, Lo the fFriday
rniaht dinner-dances.,

The expansion of the club  slso brought 8 "here,
there arnd back again" aperance. From 38 privete and public
course (here), to a8 private execlusive members only club
(thered, to s expanded member, less sxeulsive club, whieh
allowed wmore of the public to join (and back  asgain.) Ls
Rinconads sgian belonged to  the members who lived in  the

area, 2nd not the movie stares who would dvop by once &
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month For 2 auick oolf aame and & bite to eatl.
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