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Preface

t bedan To write this essay because 1 was challendesd
Lo write 1t. 1 believe that doing this essay will improve
my language skills and decreasing my shyness in social
activities. IT 1 win this essay contest [ will be able to
prove Lo the world that | can do this.

There of course is a much greater reason to write ths
exsay. this reason is to inform people that Santa Clara
County 1s fuil of opportunitles that hazve nobl vet been

found.



History

What is the history of our ancestors., that have Tives
in this grecat vallev many centuries ago? wWho were thed
and where did they come from? Were they bank robhbers,
gun fi1gnier or even mayvbe even somebody on Lhe legal siue

e a Judge’ Thev could have came from over

af The faw
1,000 miles away’?

But the Tirat peonle to start a civitization n Saria
Jlara were the Native Americans., These were the founders
of this valley and paition. They were the bedinners and
heipers to burlder a greater civiltization with Tataer
Serra, Junipero in 1777 to build a mission calleo Santa
Clara de Asis. In 1830 s American and Spanish scelilers
came. Thev started to change what was a highty

sophisticated culture 1nito cannibaliistic warriors.

As more Americans came to the valiey more {onse arosce.

Sooen more and more new coming pioncers weroe killed. The
Nafive Americvans of this land were also losing their
peopie. Why did both sides want this Jland” Was 1t worth
the lives of their people? Far the Naftive americans th
was their land. this was their hety tand., ihis land was
where their great chiefs died and was buried. For the

newceomers it was their eoxcusc for free land. the

wilderness and the dream of new freedoms. ya o bhe [ightind



continued more peopie from Lhe east such as Pennsyivania
bedan coming . Because the Nafive American did nol hosve
any backup, they began losing the battles and started o
retreat, As the natives of the Santa Clara wallevy began
te lay down their weapons they were pui on reservations
forcefully., Surrendering io the newcomers fhat just camo
to this land. Socn the iime would come when most of theo
Nalive Amerjcans would retire from the fighting with the
American newcomers for the land, But the battle that
ended the fighting for the natives tn this region took
place on January 2, 1847 and was called "The Battie of
Santa Clara.” The battie took place dur:ng the Mex:can
War ., The war caused by the urge for more land.

two vears later gold was found on ihe Sacramento
River. thousands of people came to California. Some of
the  thousands of peaple came 1o Santa Clara 1v search of
gold. The thousands of people continued to come untii the
1880 s,

On Apr:«l 18, 1908 al five thirteen in the morning a
large earlhquake trembled into the Santa (iara Vallewv,
this enormous carthquake was not on'!v felt in the Santa
Clara Valley but, it was also felt in San Francisco. In
Ssan trancisco a large fire blew through and caused most of
the damage in California after the earthouake. This
tremendous earthguake caused over two million fifty
thousand dollars and thousands of lives 1n California. AR

a result many people became homeless this increasing the

&



poverty in the Santa Clera Valley area. Soon the
rebullding period began and the poverty in california was
coming te an end,

During the 1940's a grecat economic probrlen hit out
nation. This cconomic problem 1s called the "Depression’
The defipition of the word depression is. low spirits or
to be depressed. but this was not the case with our
country. Our country was not depressed. but iihe peonie
were, they were without jobs. . The way the people In the
Santa (lara County overcame the depression was by Tinding
jobs to supporl their families. This depression lasted 1o
ihis county and in this country for twenty long vears,

In the late 1980's the rain stoppoed dripping. s00n a
iong noteorious drought came upon the Santa Jilara County
and many counties In Caiifornia also suffered. The
drought that has lead to the 1980's has centinued 1nio fhe
1482°'s and 1s creating problems. One such problem is that
the price of waier has gone up and the amount of water in
the Santa Clara County reservoir had dropped drasticaliy.
The peonle of the Santa Clara County were soon i doubt
that rain would come fo regplenish the reservoir. Time
aftter time rain would come pub 1t would not fast to long,

Soon the raimn drasiicalis hil the Santa C.ara county
ares where the rain waler hit the area hard bal fne
resersoirs were tn Lhe drought so tong that it Gl oonis
fittle. In March of 1992, there were vory Desyvs

rainstorms that hit the Santa Clara Couniy communtty,



tnese rainstorms caused many inereases 1n Lhe roservo T
vel fhe rain realiy hit olher reservolrs instcad of the
Santa Ciara County reservoirs.  MNow many resarvoirs in
Caltfornia arc close to being 100X of normal,

on Juesday October 17, 19489 at {five o Tour. a sewven
point one earthguake hit many countics in California,
Santa Uiara Couniy was one of Lhe rountiles hit by the

carihqguake. The ecaringuake reminded many people of ifhe

quake 1n 1900, This sarthouake was so large that tae

peopte of LThe counties aflfecterd gave 11 a name. calling

the Toma Prieta earihquake. Ihe Loma Prieta guake caused

some damade 1n lhe Sania Clara County. The Loma trieta
cearthquake caused many burldings o coilaps=e. some
bultidings {ell of their foundation. I turn 1t cost few
iitves 1n tThis county but v cosl many lives i other
counrtiles, As of course there were aftershocks., In urn
these aftershocks made s many people nervous tha: many
these neople left thelr homes and slept .n toents outsid

The communication asvatem fell fto the ground as many oal

were made whileh colodged up the telecompunicatl ton svstem.

Days afler the guake nit. cities talked to cach other and

found that they as a ity couid heve helped each
olLher.
In 1491 Irag invaded a netboring country., kRuwali »oon

alter the take over of kuwa!t the Uniled Stasites sent

Lroeops, Some of the thousands of froops sont. were [

the Santa Clara Uounty. As the war conlimiec soidrers

T4
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Agriculture
In t8#88 a man by the name of John Muir captured the

beauty of the Santa Clara County

by using words to
deseribe the beauty of the Santa Clara County.

At the time the wvalleyv of Santa Clara was fulil of
sunshine, ithe waters running and songbirds singing. Tre
areas wers full of trees that would scon be used Tor
firas. The Tirelds were covered with beaotiful 1iowers,
These [lowers were 5o heautiful, 11 awed the spectatlors.

In other perspectives of monks and soldiers thal wend

with Lhe monks tao the Santa Clara Counly saw that nalives

roamed the arca. Ihe nati1ves cuitivated the fand and made
the land fopiilize., Then came the Spanish came wiilh monks

and soldiers to conguer the naitive lands.

Before Santa Clara County came known as “S:licon

Valley” there were drapevines and bountiful orchards, (e
valley was o colorful dispiav. This was a lovely county

in thatl time,

From 1802 Lo (818, peapls could buy land for %12 a few
vards opr up to 49,000 acres. Before they got the ifand ihe
citizen had to petition for the land

bharing this {ime properties could only b recognized
by fthe deoadraphic such as trees, waler., and rocks, Many

immidrants from Spaln and Mexico came to Santa (Ulara

Couniv in search of the plentiful lTand.



hinds bedan to change when peopie from the other <:ode

of the United States bedan coming 1. These neoap. o
started campaigns o enter and serve Santa Ulara vailley

for America, The tension was rising. The Unibed States

sent 100 troops Lo the Sanla COlara Jounty region.,
only reason that the United States sent irocps o Uhe
was make sure It owas theirs to Yake. Ihese troops were
matohed by so caltil "Californians’

his batile would bie for o a .l
sheendor. beauty and fand., The fizghiing belween the
taltfornian’'s amd the troons cauvsed o loi of damage for
L tand 1n Santa Ciara County. S0 tois of adrirouiturai
sand was wasted on tne wattiefields,

Wihere 1s Santa Jlara Jounty ' s sgricuiture today” |

Lire 18607 the popufatlion of sania Clara County was 1ust
about taree hundred thousand. Most of 1hese peaple wore
farm families. Just three decades jater. ithe census
calculated the poputaiton al one miiilon Tour hupdred
thirtyv-ihree thousand. Unce the popultatioen had risen (o

1158 herdhi, ihe fTarm familie Werprer seatiored aji ooaver

7

Sania Clara counts . What lead to fthe breskup in the
farming communiiy’

Chere aroe many reasons o the Dreahoo i the Jarmindg
communi Ly, Feonomie {acturs weroe one of the main reason
for {he bhreakap, Iy many cuses when Tarmors had 1o 5o

therr fend because of the harsh ccoonom o real jbies:



increased tabor for ihe workers: tne difficouties o

making repalrs becadse of the costs and wheroe 1o cbta:n

.
3
4

sitch a ropalr, The cost ol Tuel. waier,
spravs, eguiprent . and taves a.sce put Lhe business in
financiai a1ffieultios. As the economic faciors wore away
Lhe farmers money, the lami 1s worth nore in real estaie
fthan as farm land. fhe dedicataed Tarmer would 5011 an
acre and fthen would buy three more. On the other hand
there is ithe serious margin farmer tnal would seil ine
land immediately.

ife 1in Santa Jiara County and across the nation 15
chandindg from a agricultural to a nation of semiconducior,
I'tre small run famii1y Tarms ftnat had been in the Santa
Clara County for gdeneraiions were disappear: ng. This was
happening in every urban area. It is estimated toat 171y
thousand acres of agricultural land 1s convertsd intoe non
farm purposes in Cal:fornia overv vear. The nationwide
figures are inoredible. Fvery day more thanp twelwve
squarae miles of agriculiural land doos ouatl of produc: ion.
cach yvear once hundred ithousand farms closs down or are
sold.

Who i1s saving the farms in the Santa Clara Couns v
The hercice efTorbs Lo save the farmiand has bLeen staried
by the farmer in the cariy 1930 s, The farmers scersed as
iocal planning boards, One such group s the Santa Ciara

County Planning Commission. which was 1o of 1he



agricultures interests. This commission was creafted 11
1931, one of Lhe Tirst in the Utnited states. ihe poople
of the commission were without pay. the commission was
chosen by the county supervisors, fhe commission was hade
mainty of farmers. ine such farmer . Hobert . kRirkwoed a
pear farmer afier the planning commission he weni to
Sacramento as a Sanlta Clara County assemblyman and was
taler elecied state controller.

This commission did lhe recommending Lut thers 13 a
forces that wanted to take the agriculiural Jand, The sar
Jose Thamboer of Commerce wanied the farming tand during
the depression of the 1630°'s io the 1(48310°s s¢ that a noew

industry could come into Santa Clara County, The San T

Chiamber of Commerce continued to Didht for ithe Tand, {hi
fand tha! the Chamber of Commerce wanted was an orchard,
Ih1s orchard broudght thousands of workers who were
cmploved scasonaily. Thee Chamber of Commerce put a
ihirtyv-five thousand dollar campalgn 1o atiraci many Noew
CoOmpanioes. In LY4s San Jose s Chamber of Commoercs had the
atiention of a itarge International Minera:s and Chemioai

Corporation which busit a plant for the manufaciure o

o
—y
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Aceoent . More and more compantes came 10 San Jdose

Where do altl the farmers go after their land 1s sold,
Most of the farmers that have soid thelr farms 1n Santa
Clara County have conbtinue farming n other parts of the

Caltifornra, Oihers seli and think ihat the money ey

earn from the sale of the (arm woula jash fovever, Staid

LY
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Industries

What is the percentage of Jobless 1n the Sanfa Ulara
county In 1960, the percentage of Lhe Jobless s G0.1%.
Is thal low or what? This i35 caused by the noreasing
Jobs from fLhe non hitbt recession businesses., At tnough
these statistics arve hhigh., the joviess have o {of of
financral Jdi1fflculiles. The amount of Jobhiess people 1n
Santa Clara county 15 586,000 1o Lthe popuratyon of
P 33,000,

What hnappened Lo the indusiries in Santa Jiara Countby
I the 1910 s during the depression. The depression
caused many people Lo be laild off and 17 Lhese people
really found a job. 11 would only be temporary. fhoesc
neople on welfare which was reaily rations were very poor,
With this on the nations hands., the food fror the rations
was costing a 1ot of moneyv, More and more probiems poopod
up Pike the joblessness causing the nation economy Lo
drop. Businesses were olosing beceuse of Lhe fach of
money to support it

the "depression” hit Lthe Santa Clara County as hard as
vt hit the nation. Santa Cirara Couniy was an adricul tura:
commiunlty ai the time. Many farms were shut down because
ol the depression.

The depression ended 1n the 1880's when 1yvnaon 13,
Johnson was president. He made new jobs fTor mane

Americans. This was the time to be jovous. V4



Whai modern jobs are available for the Jjobless? The
jobriess vouid become auto salesman or saloswoman. But .
for the more quaiified for the compitcated jobs, fthere arve
computer technician. These are just a few of Jobs on the
market .

Santa Ulara County has a healthy cconomy Trom the new
clectrical eguipment. The new electirical companies gives
this county a name. and the name 15 Siiicon vValley.
Silicon Valley has a tarde competitor in electrontes, and
the competitor 1s Japan. If the companies i7 our nation
do not support development 1n technology. We as a country
wilill not survive against competibtive nation.

When the Santa Clara County's work force comnpetes with
other countries. The county does not just compete in
technolody. bul also agriculture products. Agricuitural
in one of the main product. In Santa Clara County . fthere
arc many nursery plants and cut flowers companies. The
business accounts to much of the agriculture 1n Santa
Clara County.

Santa CUlara County has more than other counirics as
competiiors, like parts of the United States.

The part of the United States wants the hidh [ech
firms for many reasons. One such reason 1s . right now
Silicon Valley has several compeiiltive advantades over
most o7 the ather arcas, These advantages are the need
for availabie materials, speclal skills and servicoes hal

4

higt Lech fTirms cannot obtain. Anoither advantade 15 that

2



there are acarby colieges and universities and tLhe
amenities and gualities of Bay Area.

There is really only one way to gt a o 1o e Santa
Clara 1s to gel a good education. Tf 1he jobless do not
get oa good education. the jobless wiil not be competitive
in the job market. This is because 1he worlo and Santa

Clara Counly are gebliing ahead.

14



Fducatl ion

The education of our ancvesior’'s {Lime 18 very different

tn many wayvs ta our Lime. One wayv., thal shows the
difference 15 how educationatl subjects are ifaught ang Lhow
every student 1s divided into different age groupns. These
are only a few ol the good 1mades 1n the schools of today,
T gay this because there are manyvy bad tmages creagled by
the growing drop out rate 1o the many high schoocis 1n
Santa CTiara County.

During the vapriy TEQU ' s Franciscan prioest taaght
Indians of the Santa Clara Vaililey 1o farm., L0 weave apo Lo
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Phess woudd attain. This wa=z one 0!t the bad svalems used
th the heginning of Lhe aineteenth centuary.

Several weeks before the school started student would

acoompany their mobther to The dry goods sitore, There hev

would 1nspect Lhe gnods Lo be sure that evervihing was
proper. ey buy would brown natural wood penciis Tor oa
penny cach, a ten cent compass and li1tile erasers,

ihe teacher faught the students a wide variets of
material. For Social Studies., students learned basic
things anout Columbus and the presidents of fhe Un:ied
States of America. In matiy they learned additiorn.
subltraction. mult:ptication, and division, the students
from this Sanita Clara County schools may have learned a
liltle about fracitions. Fhese are the basico K oinds of
sub jects back in the ecarly §1900°'s, Now o i bhoe earls
18990 s "us” voung people Tiving in Santa Clara fearn pmure
in detarled of subject. such as algebra increasing our
math skills and changing our old social studies by
introducing harder and more challienging work and readng,

These are onty a few of the new things fhat feachers have

more compiicabaed by inbroducing many new ways to do harder

things Tthat "we” children try 1o discourage vecause many

students disiitke school . But I am not a student tnat 1=

—
b

Like the droup. | am cader e icarn new and more
challiending things so that my abilities In Lhe work Toroo
wili be Jreatl . This is one of the many reasons that |

Louk this chatlenge, te becnme a betlter person for the

\G



wor Ld.

In 19068 many o¢lassrooms were outside pecause the
tremendous earthaguake destroyved the scheols, But hefore
the schoolas were put ouiside the Beard of bducaiion
adjourned the pubiic scheols Tor thirtyv-days.

The classreoom of Lhe 90°'s in Sante Clara “Jounty
usualliy has twenty to thirtv-five students. The schools
usually has ten to twenly teachers. About 800 chiidren
are in a school thal is widely known for iis educalional

program.
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