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Hive Monday just ho masns 8 Few.

o f the student boody of San Jose MHigh

Den Fdwards wes the pre

bl For the class of 1992,  The Fdwards family was wesltby, hhes

Frothmille of Sap Jeose . Jean recalls going to

cogrientd A& home in bhe e

st e hevse and remembers & big swimming poocl. Glthough the

i o)

FEowards Family had money, they did not stick cut, sverybody seem

CRIME . N

ewveryvhndy was peor bub dida®t know b oo

sveryhody was it the same boat. Eids get used to hand-me-downs il Rehant
snd didntt ming wearing the same thing dey after day. AL that mathersd

ware clean.  The old story abowt putting carvdboard

was that the cicthe
in the shoess when there were holes woern through them de true.  Ancther
altermative. 1 the sheess dido™t get too tervibly wovns they could being
them b the sheos repalr on Filret Btreedt and get them Fised.

float of the friends Jean had were those theat weve in high schooel

Witk hers or peenle bthat were geing to San Jose Normal School. Beslides

the parochial schools.: San Joese HlIoh was the only high scheol iy the

BERER

Jean marvied Fobert Rioe. Theiy wedding was very small and mods
. Y

Thisy were macried o osnlts, This was & practical thing o do since bthey

wiatld be abrle to wear them again.  They wment to Darmel for thelr

Mosoiey oo, e newnlyesdess they firset vented a house for Fifieen della

a menth o an Morgan M1l oand in less than twe years they bought a2 lot
had a carpernter build them s house which bthey peadd for on terme.  Fobert
was & school beacher and made one huandred dellavre a month.  Fobert Lived

oy o& peung vanch before e owas marrieds he remembered heing Bungry

e alwave had animals,. & garden arnd prune Heodlad eV &

siwave the same for Jean before the depressicen and during. They

ourhanged small gifrte at Chvistmas and always had a tree and a blg
’ 5] :

st . Thankegiving at the Rice home was also a hig feast, &il the

relatives would come and contributs to the meal.
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2y Biivoy and made sure the table was el

Forcoaght R beautifol Turnishings and edpensive oriental muags. Erveen

Eheonghs bhe hoo Phhle ghumne bt owas ewguisitely decorated inside,

WERE &

Lo m mevtt: child suppeot From ber ex-hosband.,

lLeonores was getbing $1E

Thite 1s the money they weeld live on, besides the sdtrea money that she

o
£

wonld et From her Martin Averue rental. She always had a little

g

days 1t only took Fiftesn dollars down to buy &

S-S u T B N S oF a v

Mongeen Ghe bought tern hruses, ones at oa tims, and rented bthes out. Sl

of them inte rooming houses getting the mest rent possible

out oof them.,
Gloria armd her stster were ot o work for anvibody ocutside of thes
Family but they dig their falv shave of scorubbilong and cleaning the

rentals., Glovias brother Jack, woerked at & grocery store stooking

o ooxllecting cartsy carvylng groceriss o care andg the like. He
oandy kept part of his monsy and gave the rvest to his mother te help ke

INTRE v

Gloria vemembers the day v 19358 that her mother came homs with s

bructhure of her brallar

crrange shaped

astand. Leonore it up fory oselling hamburgers. coff

sodas amtt loe cream. She would buy & poeund of hamburger for

In Gilvoyy tomatoes and lettuce were very inexspensive and so were the

Rrambnutrger Duns

She ooculd get elght e ten pene

thin hambuwrgers cut of

#a pourid . Buasine

was great. peopls coming over the Facheoo Fass woulsd
stoep at thelr hamburger stand for a tasty treat and refreshoents.

Blovria and h

wgieher Jamnet worbked the stand. thils was

éoway ey g
krew they were out of trouble.

Rince Glovias step-Ffather was an aviators he had a 1ot of Friends

Thiat were ales aviators., Thers times whar the Lide woold hear & i

Tares goimng by and they would vun cutside with s dishtowes? angd flag it

rheaseey Thewe mov were cxlled ot rodders of the ailv. Herause of the




from the aiv.  WHhen the

bt anot the hoy

i vitike BT owas

mlanes wowld land all the kide would come arcund to ses whe the sviator
wamas st ook at hise plane. During the summer o bomsatoss. belng

3 CTER T 6 Govers made a wonderful spaghetty sauce. Leonore weuld puat oon &

hio) spaghettl feed. Snanhettl was apout fifteen cents for filve pounds.

wrreneive . Wineg flowed freely even

R

Frenmoh bread was 1ng

Botg loat of

s

thouogh 1t wes duving the preohiblition, eonove alwayvs had the abkiliby o
makes a lot out o of mocbhiiog.

filoria was one of the best dressed girls v §1lroy High School.

She still had & let of her dressess from the besrding school dayss sl

iy mocbher had some lovely clethes that Slorvis woeuld re-design toe Tt

Fresym T

sethea and Bhe was probhably viewsd as & 7vroh ogicl. Thie

Bis v Gilvoy woeuld also go to movies and the oreamery for
ertertainments alse dances. The danges were called grange dances. &

ot of athletic activities went on at Gillvey High too. The teachers

rreaverr balked about the depressicorns th didn™t have tos everyhody

guite aware of 1t. Qe dimes Gloria was bicought to a dance 1v Moroan

Haills o osmhie o was =till the oew gict o town and didrn’t know what to
She wore & gorgeous oo gown wiith gloves past her elhows: she was
dresesd boe bthe pines. She golt o the dance and 211 the other givls wervse
weezr i thely reoular old school clethes, There was a depyession golne
! Bhe felt a little cat of place at firets but hefore longy the kids
made her feel welcoms.

Leonors always btaught her ohildeeyy that the most impoctant bhinng

waae hoo hang cnho thelcr properiy. IF any extra mon Wi G
wrt il they could buy ancthey house o gy of f the one they had.  Fot

thair movey o work. @arn scooething. get ahead.” Hola yveour head ap bigho

e able to Took perpls stralght in the eves =so they are n aixle b smay

1t 3

arvybitiog agal;met vou For o who ovow ares. or what voeulve doos . Fgay
¥ E s 7 b4 b

Family piride was very impzortant to hey



Helidays Foo Blovies familys Like WER{TER TEEIV T

Family would get together and bring food soc that they woeuld Fave a

fGifts weren t the important thing for Christeess 1t was

juet & time to ke together as a family art put &ll worries te the side

co Blve e

When 1 asked Glovia what really stuck out in her amind about the

g teld me nchody was supported by the government.

@1 e WENSETT I g B

If peaple were hungey they would werk for food, monsy or shelter.  bShe

s

remmmbers bramps aod hohos by the scores. her mebther woeale
thems but never for free. They were requived to do something arewnd her

it Fake the vards wash the windows, wheatever she felt was needed,

then she would fesd them, Bhe would never turn them away .  Thers were

aleo foult orohards, whe peaple could plok a bucket of fruit for &

o

pickel. This would really add up and put scme needed smonay in

paekets of the les fortunate.

Glovia was marvied in 1937, She needed employoent, but the only

weay that shie wenld he Bired 1s 17 she was a . o oshe lisod and
y

until she got pregrnant. she had e hide

zmatd she wss., That was

ihrle, then quit. Bhe was making 37,0

Mer pregrnancy as Long &8 poss

every twe weebs bthens which was a big help for bher and her huastbeand.,

im those yveare bub Gleris recslls her past with fond

memories.  Fyverybhody was struagiolings st oall her fyisnds and

arcuairtances made do with what they had and had s grest time doing 16,

Emma Maucke wae older than Jean and Glovia. Tyi 19027 whe was 20

veares old and alrveady a bhride of twe yesares,  She lived 1o downbowrn San

Jose on Spencey Gtveet near San Fernando.  Hee bosbends mother and

family fived & i from them. They spent & ot of time cover thers,

b & let of meals with them. Times were very hard for BEmms and her

Foarmhangd . He worked &t the Sas Jeee Evening dMews foom when he was elewven

yvears obd until kie death. He was making $532.50 & week before bhe



1.

aryd was owt Dack be 37 thre depression,  He

i houwrs cut back. On this income bthey had to live wery

Emma could net work becsuase like Gloriss she was a maryied

e

wWoanest aned maricler women wers ot hived during those yvesre.  Bven on his
amall salary they were able to save Five to ben dollaerse a weebh which
they wessd o pay of F o thelr homes. They bouwght thely houss For $4900, 00,

s arwd had payments of 240,00 & morth. Theily imterset

rate was 4%, The fouse had twe bhedrooms with one bathroom.

ting at Emmas ln-laws seaved them lote of monsy.  For socialivings

they would go o s friends hoose and play carde.  There wass wsoally ooros

ael coopkles served.

Emma renpembare pecple losing their homes, Foet sacs 15,00 & mronth
.

Froo those that couwldn™t afford house payments, bbb =111 could kesp oa

oot over bhwir heesds. f& lot of people were goding intoe debt and

when the =

ceEs . = too wvouch

cewldn™t evern hay clothies or

of the shoes wers worns they put cavdizeard o them.,  Like all the

Ant . Theve

T omprke with ber holidayvs were not s Hlways pl
frood because =0 many peaple in the family would bring thelr shavre. Emma
ard ey husband would goe to fptos o go clammings they loved going o

the beachs 1t was inexpensives yelt s lebt of Fun.

fror harmd cutes.

Ewmma recails & lot of people coming to hee door

Like Lenove, she would never turn them awav. She had very 1ittle to

gives but ehe alwayvs mar

to give them & guarter or some egos,

Everybody rvealized there was a depression going orns bhere were so many

pecprle out of work.  Feople weren™t judged oo what they had o dide™t

nave. Everybody did what they could to survive. Emma and her hoshaod

o T E Y Doy

Doy Atlas, the only man 1 spoke with mad a very tonterestiong view of

Witk hoth hie

Gk las Avertre L San Jo

LT Her L 1wvec

ey

faal

marente, and kis younoer Dyother,  From 1930

B st bended H




lementary Dohool with £ s feacde 1L the kg wounla walk to

B, overy few had a kicycle. Don then went oo te Hoover Jv. High. aiied

Hiok Schonl.  Thers was & well stooked libracy at Han

tiven bt San T

soneibility to do owell in

Jome Hingh.,  The children had & feeling of ree

srbenl s 1F they dide’t they Felt 1t wounld be betraying thely parenta.

e students that cwned their own cars bhey would o

Thisy &

;Y

nee bhels parents Casv. There wag not a studenrnt ary
irfracticns v the time that Dorm attended school. For a student to

Fremit @ crime was a badge of disheonors 1E would being shame to the

the students were move vesponsible, they

fami Ly . Ty Dorrss gy

bree epco

& felory committed by anyvbody iv San Jose was very unasuaal. Tt

iL

Wt L always make headlines and stay there Tor wesks, sometimes mo

O a one bloock street,. everyviboey knew gach other . IT somebndy hat a

@gm sothers would btry fo belp them cut o I the timss of the

depressions peopls needed each other for comfoort. strength and guidancs.

Bosides going to the movie theater whers admissiopn was btwenby-five

cents for sdaltsy and ten cenbs for childeens Ban Jose had communlty

=y v

£ LTHIE . Thers was anvwhere from a four to ten pilece WS (dorks Project

Adminlstration) Orohestray people Ffrom the communi ity weuld come aond 1isten

amd participate 0 S10givg. It was complebtely froe and & Iobt of fun.
thie people camse through the deoor they were given a sheest of paper with

Wy Lk o them s

& long.  fAncther place

2y W e b le

tee ge o was a place called the Lyrvio Thesters this was on second atrert In

dreowrrbooer San Jo Adulte were only charged ten cents and ohildeens a

videobiel . The Lywrio showed only silaent mowvi s and the chailves were o

gy bocd hed down angd hardly confortable o]y cheapn

remamnbers the Suntan Special that van from mid Aoy il

they could tabke the

For six bits {sgventy-five



tratvy Froom Seoy Je to Santa Druz and spend the entive day theres usoaally

mringing &leong a plonic lusch.  San Francisco was a magor trip and not

cften. Don like the other three previously  meationed foodly

the soda Fountains and creameries. He remesabecs the Alpines

creamery or Sc. First., Street.  School plavs wers held often fo the

commurid by Lo Tose was a ploneer for might softball games. Thers

wer e thves Flields, Hoovers Rocapvelt, and Graham. Fach filield weuld bhave
three games a night o Peonle woeuld come in by the droves, they would he
tyinle parkeds there were st many peoeple.  There was ne 26t admissions bhod
there was a collection takern for whatever could be afforded.

Don cars vemember the family putting toogether puzsles, playving board

gamess rlaving dilice ang of couwrss, the resl Focal points already mentioned
e i pe L

by hthers was the vadio.  They loved sitting avournd listening o the

ot B e .

Doy s Jen and the Jewish pecple had a very close communi by

There  wmere seysihy Five Tewish familiss, with one Synagogue . On friday

nights they would go to the syhagogues anwd safiter the service the
congreagatlon woenld socialize.  The women wowld bring baked goods angd they
Wi have coffes and punch.  They would often play cavds.s not Tor mensys
just for companionshin. The pecple of the depression needesd ssoh obhes s
Loty they scught strength amnd comfort fram each otheo,

A ot of pecple lost theilr homes:s and didn™t bknow where thelr nast
mzal was goivng b come Fireom. Leopold Hart vy om Harte Department Store
ren Ban Joese was & heavy coonbributor o Fewish needs.  There were obher
Weralthy Jewish men that would also help the rneesdy.  Don agrees that hawvinon

nice clothes was noct an dmportant Factoe. fe long

o the clobthes we

clean they were alyight. Often his clethes were sewn for him by his

gerandmothee oy they wooald buy some st the Salvation Army. and

cardzoard would be put intoe the shoees that had helses iy them. His parents

W ravd s

did nct gspeab of the depressions they dido’™t have to o0 Tim



b owas obvious, Most bkigh school kide Don knew o including Biim

part-time jofr.  This way they dido’t have to rely on thelr parents For

meaey for entertainment needs.  Friday afternocons were alwaye & high point
0

For Do, kaowiog that Saturday he could ge to a moevie and o Mris

grandmethers for lunch.  Hids were not subject to embaragsment: moet

pveryhody was poor, and wndecstood desperaticon.  The wealthler Bt
Flaunted theis material gains. they always maintained a low profile.

From the yesar 193% through 1937 Den and hie mether wowld stand, twice
& memtrs it oa line on let Street and Julian foor at least twe hours to get

tae bags of groceries given to them by the Federal Bovernment. Doen’s

Father and unele ownerd an aubn wrecking yard.  They were barely making

erirte mest. A oprerson otuld by a Model & owheels a batterys or a deor glass

ton B0, 00,

for 50 cente. & brand new no Frills cse cost bebtween $5
The people that had money were malnly doectors. abicorneys and

sment store ocwners. & deoctors office visit v those days was ong to

tegy drdlarss the same for & home wizih., There weire net very many doobors
ir the Santa Dlara Valley &bt that time se thely patients were mamy. The
doctors would make adjustments Tor the poors semebtimss nodt even oharging

them at all. Bome peaple would o the barter system, trading thelr goods

oy services. Moet oof the small merchants swurviveds they had to strugole

Bk they did mske ends meeth.

There were a lot of frult cammeries in San Jose in those dayes people

Lhat couldn’t get other jobs would work theve. It was almost libke wiorking

iv & sweat shop.,  They didn®t get paid much and they woerked long haod

oy abthongh bhey were working with a shelsbon orew hecalse mooey W

Sav Jo Bz dlt inm 15

wmoc biahb., Thes Civic fAuditorium wa

7oby the

rmeEnt . It emploved a lot of lecal people and 1t provided San Jose

H

With a centerpilers. It was & place to go for other entectalw

NDoe omisses thoee daye. Bvernn theough if was a strugale just to stay

v wibhir the oommonity .

abirove water s bhe wasg a fesling of cohesivens




Fhat atbitude has

ah b L buge was

lost.

Sid Greiq arrived in San Jose i dunust of 19092, He immediately w
Lo owork micking aprioocks on & Farm noff Winchester Averiie. Me contiveed

working at varicus Yarms during Fruit ssasons.  and doing odd jebs in the

Coimprany

(Wl A X 9 by owaes pffered a job with the

ascri.  Fimally in 1Y

ir Bilroy. He dvove & horse ard wagon and pioked upo and del ivered expere

mei b and packages.  Sid weeebed Froor the Bupress Company from 19°2% until he

cebivad 1a 19S5, By 1989 5id was promoted o manager af bhe office. He

boad & deiver working For Bim. 85id was Gne of the highest paid mes 1o

beaurrs makivyy $147.00 a merth., The height of his amblilon was o vetive at

S, 00 & omonth peEnsion. He felt an erder toodo this he would ceed to by

came stock. He bounht some stock 1w the Fark of Italy. He was Duylisg

Thevre wac

st BRELO0 & menth when the stook market began toe cras
v way oot foy him hecsuse arfortunately he was locked into a montract.,
Mly part of the contract was completed, soonet sl of ks shares wWers
paid For. Mo owas left with the cption of stopping payments erntirely and

taking Lhe entlre loss or comtinuing e pay what the contract oslled for.,

arily one o thousands of people v the sane rived . Iy croler hee ke

cmer e haprey 1Lt was decided bthey wouald roceive the stk they paid
¥ i

fre at the conteacrted price. Sid’s contracted price was $S0.00 & shsr e

b @ lreacdy patd owt $400,00 so he rereived eight

arid Bhe oot

was cencelled. His stocks were only worth $15 a share but he took the
tTeee and seld them at that price. He get cut of the market. The stook

continued to plummst all the way down to F3.00 & share. This was byplosd

of mebher atooks in the sacket too.  Ed Re

5. the man who originall

~
=

(i
<
o
n
}
:

-

i

i oard a lot of other friends artd relatives to boy the wavsk of ITtaly

srerk o« rcommi b bed swicide. Tromically s 1f everyhong Fad Reld onto bthelrs

sharps of tha Thaly they weould all be yvich today as thalt comiany

sty reached new highs con

e ame Bhe Rankamerics Corporation and b




e Blew Yor kb Stook

After the orash, Sid had to take a ten percent cut iv pay. Ly 1930 he

B ol sdam and nesded a set of tires fror it He had o

Borrow 60,00 an hie 1ife insuranoe to buy them. It teok kism fouy years
oo may hack bthe moonmey . Sids parents lived io San Martin on Tive acres.

Hig Tathers health was failing ang ke couldn™t keep up the paymernite,

s ance and taxes.  The paymernts were $18.00 a menth, so 5id had o omow

put of Gilroy and Fix up one end of his parents garage to live vy myoley
For them net to lose the properiy.
He remenbers a2 factovy that made doovrs o window sashes, ariel wooden

bt did out

whings for heuses. The faotory dida™t go out of

the employvees Trom beo hondered o bweenty. The hanke foreclosed o a 1ot
f the ranchess but allowsd the people te continue living there.  They

wrelet Rave a 1ithle garden, maybes some chickens, & oows whatsevey they

AT T

couid to get by, They didn™t have btoe make payments to the hank

becauee the bank owned thely propevty. It was believed that at one tise

tite hanke owoned btwenty-five percent of the real estate in

woprig penple weces the ones aoshly atfeoted. There wers scads of  young

s e wareler g around who couldn®t o get jobs. The NMopsessli

oaministration vhed OO camps (Divilian Conssrvation Corpsd) that
provided johs for yvoung men just oot of high school or college that

couladn™t Find work . The camps were seh up v varioons areas.  They were

mrimarily in the ecology fiesld, foocusing on the conservatiorn of mur

Forests angd naturel resources.  The QOO was like & militsyy organization

whers the mepn slept in bharreacks. amd there was disciplice adminishersd.

The men weves noet pais bat did get room and besod. The coe thing that stood

that

nut b Bides mind waes wvery Littls law breaskings conniving
sl Yhivos of that nature.  Evern though they were despecately bacd up and

rigmes m&btyooad

e
-

s there wes an

timpe didn’t sven have &

the peopla.



tiem hicles bthat I feund in

ik

Floected rard times in

oy Hersid owhioh T Telt trualy

M Moevember 1. 1939 theve is an article asking Tor donstions for the

cof mufficient food for vnemploved

rolilef ool Tt sayve S

families. There are twe donet shops.s Helsum Doowt Shoep doenating fifby

PRI a R SINE arel Fopwlear Slared Dot Company donating Tifty loaves of
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piles and cakes had by biesy b vresay 1y

e

ercnagh o of @il the wnenmployed

Dy Meoverrdiey S, 1938 oerbapgs 1n answer to bthe above menTiloned avticlos

e the locasl reliet oo

il owith hesdguarters at &3

alirage as a doenation. Tt wdatc

their time o haul the produce from

the farme o the ooavcil. The food then was ) vibuterd o the oeg

Free of charge.  The ariicle also reminded gensrous ol blizens
wrgzmp loyved Families would bhe 1v need of woor and oceal oll stoves and ool
b b lamme as in many of thely homes oss and electeicity was bheing shub
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On Movember 7, 193F an the San Jose Mevowry Hervalds a hiaob sohond

it hes an artlicle fitied “What s Man wih Family and

Mo Job o ho o de Bhese days®? It portrave one sorvow atter ancthesr It

speales of poor men withh Tamilies and no joby desperatsly seeking work.

She talks abeaoh ome man who werked 2o havd on his peach cochard only be

prraches weren’t seliing.  What 1e & man to do owho neods

for hig family?  The only thing left o deoe 1s o make Liguoy ootb

=, b\ i canght and throws inte
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ave dleft wilthout support. WHhat a man o dat She oo crhe many

o of men ook ing

perately for work.  She eoode her articie

say iy U But havd times go oon PMlav work bard and die porars tryinn

to o vmaty v amaldl tooars unhianny
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& oman to o doe’

Fleeymmbrerr AR, 1999 & article states theait &

te: the lese foyrtunate ones.

gk ive providing Toood Tor Tha

hers and ounils a)libke

griivit of eanger cooperation prevailed with te

domating their time and efforts to this srouael gestuwres spreading sesscnal

the people I have weitten about seem to sehe bthe

The articles

e havd ot the 1 oA commanity feeling: & spicit, &

comaraderie, held by allag comfort and strength in others.s o

CiElE penprl

wy bt o, A

vension that held

o @i T is apperent that

shere s iyt le and P woul
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