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GUBSERYVILLE
THE FORGOTTEN COMMUNITY

I have lived in the Westgate area of San Jose for over twenty years. This small
part of the Santa Clara Valley is very built up with major shopping centers on all four
sides of the main intersection at Saratoga Avenue. My home is on a small street tucked
away in a quiet neighborhood a short distance from the hustle and bustle of the shopping
centers. The roads are tree-lined which makes them very shady and cool in the
summertime. It’s a joy to walk here. I can do two and one-half miles around the
perimeter (Saratoga Avenue, Graves Avenue, Lawrence Expressway, and Doyle Road) in
about forty-five minutes if I walk fast and don’t stop to chat. It’s a friendly area and
clean. People care about their homes and take great pride in making their front yards
look nice with pretty flowers and trees. There are a lot of children here and a wonderful
little elementary school called Country Lane. All this makes my neighborhood an ideal
place to live and a nice place to walk.

When 1 first moved to the Santa Clara Valley, I went to the library and checked
out a number of books about the valley history and read them. It was a way of making
this area mine. Stephen Payne captures the essence of what I tried to do when he wrote,
“To understand local history is one of the most important things that an individual can do
to develop a sense of belonging to a place.” I might also say that it is an additional way
of honoring the area you live in-—-by not just physically taking care of it, but by

cherishing the memories that come with it and the people who lived here before.

! Payne, Stephen M. Santa Clara County: Harvest of Change. Northridge, California: Windsor
Publications, Inc., History Book Division, 1987.



. In my neighborhood walks, I pass a California landmark on the west side of
Saratoga Avenue just north of Graves. 1t’s a few short blocks from my house. Here is
what it says:

GUBSERVILLE
Named after Frank Gubser, a German immigrant and barber. Gubserville
was an important stage, mail, and transfer stop on the road between San
Jose and Saratoga. Gubser served as the village’s first and only postmaster
beginning July 5, 1882. Gubserville ceased to exist officially when the post
Office was discontinued on April 15, 1897°. California Registered

Historical Landmark No. 447. Originally registered November 2, 1949.
Plaque placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation...

It is difficult to find any information on Gubserville. Only the old-timers seem to
remember the name; yet, here on the site of the old community of Gubserville is where |
live and understanding more of its history is important to me. [ know that the postmaster,
Frank Gubser, walked where I walk today. 1 know that there were houses, gardens, fruit
orchards, vineyards, a saloon, a blacksmith and wagon shop, a post office, and other
buildings that I could walk to if I were walking in the 1880s and 1890s. I know there
were men and women and children who worked hard to develop this area. They are not
here any more, and there are very few traces of them. The only thing that remains of
Gubserville is the plaque put up by the California Department of Parks and Recreation.

Please come with me on this journey as we piece together the community known
as Gubserville in the 1880s and 1890s. Together we can try our best to make a picture

and step back in time.

* The Gubserville Post Office was discontinued in 1899, not 1897 as shown on the plaque.



CHAPTER 1

On the 21* day of June in the year 1882, Frank Gubser applied to the United
States Post Office in Washington, D.C., to be postmaster of a new post office in the Santa
Clara Valley named Gubserville (see Exhibit 1). His application and site plan, received
in Washington on June 29, 1882, were approved immediately, and the Gubserville post
office officially opened its doors the next month.’

Less than 40 years before, the Santa Clara Valley had been primarily divided into

3

large tracts called “ranchos,” with the exception of the Mission Santa Clara and the
Pueblo de San Jose. These “ranchos” (see Exhibit 2) had been granted to individuals by
Spain prior to 1822 and by Mexico between that date and 1846 when the American flag
was raised over the Pueblo de San Jose. The land that Frank Gubser’s post office stood
on had been part of the Rancho Quito, an 1841 grant of more than 13,000 acres by
Mexican Governor Alvarado to Jose Noriega and Jose Zenon Fernandez.* In this rancho,
roads were nonexistent. Small trails accommodated riders and their horses, and wider

trails accommodated wagons. Receiving mail was certainly not a common occurrence,

and sending mail was simply not dependable. Settlers had their gardens, planted grain on

their lands, and grazed livestock.

* As the photograph on the front cover of this report shows, the Gubserville Post Office was a small built-
on addition to Gubser's Half Way House, Frank Gubser's saloon and general store.

* Hoover, Mildred Brooke; Rensch, Hero Eugene; Rensch, Ethel Grace. Historic Spots in California, 3™
Edition, Revised by William N. Abeloe. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 1966 describes
Rancho Quito as being “between the town of Saratoga and State Highway 82" (El Camino Real) “and along
its eastern boundary flows the Arroyo San Tomas Aquino.” Noteworthy is the fact that William N. Abeloe
who revised this edition signed the application in 1949 for the registration of Gubserville as an historic
landmark.




Excited by the stories of the mild climate and fertile soil, the pioneers came
overland and changed the face of the Valley forever. The large “ranchos” were divided
up, and where there had been trails, new roads crisscrossed the area. Small communities
began to dot the Valley. Initially, the new settlers continued planting their land with
grain and grazed livestock as had been done previously, until they realized there was
more profit to be made by efficiently utilizing their lands to grow fruit and grape vines.
The new settlers had a desire for the wood houses of their former homes not the cold
adobe homes in the ranchos, and the lumber industry thrived, centering in Saratoga.
Transportation took giant steps. By the end of the 1850s, stagecoaches traveled all over,
and in the 1860s the railroads arrived in San Jose from San Francisco. The decade ended
with San Jose connected to the transcontinental railroad, a boon to travelers and
commercial interests alike.

Hand in hand with improved transportation came improved methods of handling
and preserving produce. Fruits, especially the newly introduced prune, were dried and
bulked in gunnysacks and hauled to the railroad for delivery all over the United States
and abroad. Canneries sprung up close to the railroads where fruit could be hauled for
canning and immediately shipped off. Refrigerator cars were introduced in the 1870s.
This allowed fruit to be shipped off to markets, arriving fresh. San Jose became the fruit
capital of California’.

In the 40 years before the post office opened at Gubserville, not only had the
Valley’s economy changed dramatically, but also the postal system had improved. In

1849, the United States Post Office established its official office in San Jose. Mail

* Arbuckle, Clyde. Arbuckle’s History of San Jose. San Jose, California: Smith & McKay Printing Co.,
1986,



delivery became more dependable at this time and became even better as the stages and
railroads made delivery of mail to the area quicker. Still, farmers complained of the
inconvenience involved in the long, dusty trip to San Jose to collect their mail over less-
than-desirable roads. The settlers had been demanding better roads, better transportation,
and better access to their mail and news of the outside. In response, more roads were
built, and existing roads were improved. Saratoga Avenue, in front of the new post
office, was such an improved main road®. It had been widened to 100 feet in the 1850s to
accommodate the traffic between Santa Clara and Saratoga. [t was now maintained
regularly by the big water coaches which sprinkled the road to keep the dust down.
In response to the demands of the settlers for better communication, little post

offices sprang up all over the Valley so mail could be more easily obtained. There were

twenty-seven post offices in Santa Clara County by 1888, Gubserville being one of

them.”

* Cunningham, Florence R. Saratoga’s First Hundred Years. Edited by Frances L. Fox. Fresno, California:
Saratoga Historical Foundation, Panorama West Books, 1967. Miss Cuningham relates the legend that in
an effort to make the third Mission Santa Clara stronger, the Mission indians brought timber back from
Saratoga to reinforce the adobe walls. The trail they cleared was the beginning of today’s Saratoga
Avenue.

" Foote, H. S. , Editor. Pen Pictures from the Garden of the World, or Santa Clara County, California.
Chicago, Illinois: Lewis Publishing Company, 1988. The editor provides the following list of twenty-seven
post offices in Santa Clara County in the year 1888: Agnew, Alma, Alviso, Bell’s Station, Campbell,
Coyote, Cupertino, Evergreen, Frohm, Gilroy, Gilroy Hot Springs, Gubserville, Hillsdale, Lawrence, Los
Gatos, Madrone, Mayfield, Milpitas, Mountain View, New Almaden, Patchin, San Felipe, San Jose, Santa
Clara, Saratoga, Sargent, Wright.



CHAPTER II

GUBSER’S HALF WAY HOUSE
A GOOD PLACE FOR A POST OFFICE

Gubserville was in an ideal location for a new post office. It already was a very
busy stage stop with coaches traveling up and down Saratoga Avenue and along the small
roads which branched off to Campbell, Moreland, the West Side, and other areas. There
was a small community there already. Frank Gubser® had built a small general store and
barbershop with a saloon, named Gubser’s Half Way House, on his one and one-half acre
property fronting Saratoga Avenue. Out in front of his establishment was a large
watering trough for the horses, mules, and oxen. l.ocal settlers, stagecoach drivers and
passengers, freight men, lumbermen, and travelers alike stopped to rest and water their
horses at the large watering trough in front of the Half Way House. They could rest,
obtain needed supplies and refreshments, get a haircut from Frank, and visit with a
neighbor or a fellow traveler. There must have been an outhouse or two to accommodate
their physical needs. It was a place where one could get news of what was going on
outside the immediate area.

William Forbes had purchased three acres adjacent to Gubser’s Half Way House.
He had a blacksmith shop and a “manufactory of agricultural implements™. He could

easily take care of any horse problems, fix broken stage or wagon parts, and sell any kind

® The Great Register for 1892 shows that Frank Gubser was bomn in Switzerland and was 53 years old. He
was naturalized in San Jose in 1867. Various records show him as a barber, saloonkeeper, and a
blacksmith. In 1882 he added to his list the title of post master.

4 Shortridge, Charles M. Santa Clara County and [ts resources (Sunshine. Fruit and Flowers). San Jose,
California: San Jose Mercury Publishing & Printing Company, 1895 defines this as “for implements
especially suited to the business such as low-set wagons that will easily pass under the branches of fruit
trees, special forms of cultivators, etc.”



of wagon or cultivator needed to the local settlers. His house was still standing in the
1950s (See Exhibit 3). All in all, it was definitely a good place to establish a post office,
and the expenses would be held to a minimum since it already was an existing stage stop.

Frank Gubser was required to fill out an official post office application, and he
did so on June 21, 1882. It wasn't too difficult because it was one of those fill-in-the-
blank types and, besides, it was reviewed and certified by the Santa Clara Postmaster as
being accurate. According to the document, the new post office at Gubserville was to be
on the existing Saratoga Avenue postal route approximately half way between the cities
of Santa Clara and Saratoga. Gubser certified that the “population to be supplied by
proposed office” was 300 and that the new post office would not be displacing any
existing station. He was required to fill out a site plan which showed that the location
would be one-half mile from Campbell Creek (now Saratoga Creek), and that the nearest
railroad would be the Southern Pacific Coast Railroad. He was also required to submit a
locator showing the position in respect to the townships. The application was approved
immediately, and Gubserville joined the ranks of the other post offices close by---
Campbell, Cupertino, Lawrence, Los Gatos, San Jose, Santa Clara, and Saratoga. The
new post office opened in July of the year 1882, and the three hundred postal customers
on Gubser’s application could pick up their mail at least six days a week conveniently.
The Gubserville Post Office proved to be a fine location for everyone.

The picture on the cover of this report shows Frank Gubser standing second from
the right in front of the Gubserville Post Office and Gubser’s Half Way House™. The

addition to the building on the right is the post office.

** This picture is from the archives of the Saratoga History Museum.



CHAPTER 111

THE COMMUNITY

The Gubserville Post Office was in the center of a small community. The
community had schools and churches and, of course, its own post office and general
store, with a saloon, and a blacksmith and wagon shop. It had a main street with
stagecoaches, lumber wagons, freight wagons, pedestrians, and neighbors on horseback
traversing up and down. It had sightseers coming to see the Quito Olive Farm and the
Sorosis Fruit House. It had main roads nearby and smaller roads branching all over. It
had creeks and fields and orchards and horses and cows and the other things that bring
people together as a community. It had kids who would race through the fields on their
way to see and hear the big, heavy lumber wagons drive by. 1t had neighbors who cared
for each other and helped each other out. Together they shared the ups and downs of the
community --- the depression of the 1870s, the wine boom of the 1880s, the depression
and drought in the 1890s, and the decimation of their vineyards by the root louse. They
worked hard to plant their fields, to get their produce fresh to market, and to preserve
their fruits and vegetables by drying and canning. Gubserville may not have been a town
like Saratoga or Los Gatos or San Jose or Santa Clara, but it was a community of people
who saw each other on a regular basis around the neighborhood and at the post office
where they picked up their mail.

They were true pioneers who went through great hardship to come to this Valley.
They came from everywhere --- New York, Massachusetts, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Canada, etc. Jacob Graves came with his family on the pioneer trail from St.

Joseph, Missouri. He walked the entire way. Ira J. Lovell and his family also came via



that route. L. R. Mills and some friends purchased a schooner and came to San
Francisco around the Straits of Magellan. Sarah Morrison came overland by herself with
three small children to join her husband.” They all had a story to tell. Once here, the
settlers had to work long and hard hours. Some had no money to purchase land. Samuel
R. Williams worked three years clearing 100 acres and planting grapes. In return for his
efforts, he received 30 acres.

In Exhibit 4 are three maps from the Santa Clara Valley Agricultural and
Viticultural Newspaper 1885 with descriptions of the Quito, Saratoga, and Cupertino
areas, including names of the landholders and property descriptions. Exhibit 5 has copies
of those sections of the San Jose City Directories for the years 1887 and 1889 which
provide the names of those people who received their mail at Gubserville'>. The maps
have been colored to show the landowners who picked up their mail at Gubserville in
either 1887 or 1889 or both years (yeliow), the schools (pink), the churches (green), the
roads (brown), and creeks (blue), and the railroad (brown xxxs).

The Quito area is the most significant map because it is the area immediately
surrounding the post office. If we were to divide this land up into the cities it is in today,
it would be located in areas of San Jose, Campbell, Los Gatos, Saratoga, and Cupertino.
We can see that the Gubserville Post Office is central to the Quito map and stands on
Saratoga Avenue across from Mrs. C. Randol’s Quito Farm on a small parcel of land
marked F. Gubser. Next to it is another small parcel marked William Forbes, the
blacksmith at Gubserville. Roads branch out in all directions from Saratoga Avenue, and
we can also see the closeness of the area to the Central Pacific Coast Railroad where
produce was hauled for shipment out of the area. In the Quito area is the Goodrich

property and the Quito Olive Farm which, by 1885, was planted entirely with olive trees

" Loomis, Patricia, Signposts. San Jose News, San Jose, California. Friday, July 6, 1973,



and grape vines. Sightseers came to see the farm, and its olive oil did quite well in
competition. Many of its olive trees were transported from the Farm to San Francisco,
dramatically lining one of the streets for the Panama Exposition in 1915.

The descriptions in the 1885 maps of what was being grown in the Quito,
Cupertino, and Saratoga areas in the year 1885 are invaluable because they reflect the
fact that the economy had changed from being primarily involved with grain and
livestock to becoming an important fruit and grape growing area of California and this is
only forty years after the American Flag was raised in the Pueblo de San Jose. The
section heading for the Cupertino map says, “The Cupertino District --- The Great Grape-
Growing Section --- The Bordeaux of the Pacific Coast.” In this area lived the
viticulturalist, William Pfeffer, who settied here in 1869, purchasing some of his land
from Frank Gubser. He was well known for his experiments in his vineyards and for his
fine winery. He wrote a regular column which appeared in local newspapers relating to
the wine industry and its problems. Its dateline was “Gubservilie” (see Exhibit 6 ) He is
also remembered for his Cabernet Pfeffer.

The Saratoga area is described as “Qur Prolific Foot-Hills.” On that map we can
see the property of William Farrington. Farrington built a mansion on this property and
later sold it to Frank (Borax) Smith. It became a very well known social hall, the famous
Sorosis Fruit Farm.

In the Quito area, “There are many happy homes producing enough to support
the family, and give all needed comforts, and even luxuries, and only covering from five
to ten acres...Large grain fields still remain, but their history can be foretold, and a few
years will see the orchard and vineyard in their place...The soil is very rich and deep and

1t requires only frequent cultivation to keep the moisture always at the surface. Potatoes

'* The San Jose City Directories had listings for residents not only in the City of San Jose but also in the
county of Santa Clara. Gubserville js listed as a post office in Santa Clara County.
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and all kinds of vegetables are raised without irrigation. Fruit trees and vines
grow remarkably and bear abundant crops. Water is obtained from wells 50 to 100 feet
deep”.

In this community as reflected on these three maps, there were schools close by,
the nearest to the post office being the Moreland School which originated in 1851 in
settlers’ homes but by this time was housed in a two-story house on Payne Avenue and
Saratoga. The San Tomas, Doyle, Lincoln, and Saratoga Schools provided education for
children in their vicinity, and the Santa Clara College was in Cupertino.

Sunday was a day of worship in the community. Florence R. Cunningham in her
book, Saratoga’s First Hundred Years, says that “Property maps show that little wayside
churches or chapels were springing up all over the county during the seventies with most
of them of Methodists of various persuasion....The Methodist South Rucker Chapel, built
in 1876, was at the corner of Saratoga Avenue and Williams Road...The first convert in
this church was Jacob Graves, immersed in Saratoga Creek by the Rev. Isaac Owen,

Circuit-riding preacher.” According to William N. Abeloe, in 1870 the Rucker Chapel

had a membership of over one hundred.” This was quite a sizeable membership. The

Cupertino map shows a Presbyterian Church on Stevens Creek and Saratoga and
Mountain View Road. Miss Cunningham also points out that, “In 1878, the Disciples of
Christ organized the Christian Church. This congregation was mainly comprised of new
settlers. It was largely through the efforts of Rev. W. D. Pollard.” The Rev. W. D.
Pollard also stopped by the Gubserville Post Office for his mail.

These maps reflect the importance of this community and its hard-working

families to the Santa Clara Valley.

' Abeloe, William N. Application for Registration of Historical Point of Interest, July 26, 1949
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CHAPTER IV

1882 - 1899
THE END OF THE LINE
FOR THE GUBSERVILLE POST OFFICE

In the late 1890s, mail service continued to improve. In 1897, Campbell became
the first office in this locale to provide rural free delivery.” Saratoga provided it in 1900.
The other post offices would follow shortly. Rural free delivery brought mail to the
homeowners’ front door. Post offices, which had been the centers of communities, were
no longer meeting places.

In 1899, the United States Government did not renew Frank Gubser’s postal
contract. The Santa Clara Post Office, which originally had to sign Frank Gubser’s
application, took over the mail service.”

In the application for a landmark (See Exhibit 7), William N. Abeloe cites Mrs.
Fremont Older who said in a speech before the Cupertino Del Oro Club that, “When
Cupertino became a post office, Gubserville died.” Cupertino’s post offfice was opened
in May of 1882, two months before Gubserville. But in 1892 the West Side Post Office
also opened in the Cupertino area. Eventually in 1894 the Cupertino Post Office was
discontinued and in 1895 the name of the West Side Post Office was changed to
Cupertino. The mail for the Cupertino Post Office also originated from the Santa Clara
Post Office. I certainly may have been more workable for Cupertino to provide mail

service to those people who previously got their mail at Gubserville .

** Exhibit in the Campbel} Post Office Prepared in Cooperation with the City of Campbell Historical
Museum Association.
'* Peck, Willys. The San Jose Mercury, San Jose, California, October 28, 1951.
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After Frank Gubser lost the mail contract in 1899, his business folded. People no
longer came to get their mail at the Gubserville Post Office. They no longer stopped to
pick up supplies, get a haircut, and maybe a drink or two. Soon the familiar sights at the
Half Way House were gone forever.

In the early 1900s the Interurban Lines came up and down Saratoga Avenue.
Gubserville was a stop for a short time after the postal contract was lost and the Gubser
business was no more.

With the demise of the post office came the demise of Gubserville.

13



Epilogue

I am grateful to the California Historic Resources Commission for providing the
Landmark on Saratoga Avenue. If I hadn’t stopped to read it as | walked by one day, |
would never have had the pleasure of doing this research and knowing about the Post
Office, and the small community around it on which I now live.

This report would not be complete until mention is made of the Rev. William N.
Abeloe who, in 1949, took the time to research the area of Gubserville and apply for the
landmark. Still, even with an official landmark on Saratoga Avenue, Gubserville remains
a forgotten name. Little is written of it in the history books. Most people who live in the
Santa Clara Valley never heard of it. Part of the reason may be that this area did not
become part of any one city, rather it was split and became parts of several cities. | think
it must be difficuit to be split up and keep your own history alive.

Now when I walk, 1 think of Mrs. Randol. How would she feel knowing her land
was under the Westgate Shopping Center? I picture Frank and the boys waiting for the
Campbell Brewery Company wagon (see Exhibit 8), and 1 remember Jacob Graves who
walked all the way from St Joseph, Missouri, and he most certainly wasn’t wearing
Reeboks or the latest in hiking shoes.

How fortunate I am to be living in an area where the climate is mild and the soils
so fertile my fruit trees need very little care. The pioneers who settled in this area of the
Santa Clara Valley left their homes and went through great hardships to be here.

California L.andmark No. 447 will help us to always remember them.
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HISTORIAN. CLYDE ARBUGHLE CAATOGAAFHER. RALPH RAMBO
22, PUBLISHED BY THE ACGICELICIAN PRESS LTD. F. 0. #0K 300, AN J0RE, CALIFORMIA
g@\“ CORYNLGHT 1962 BY RALFH RAMSO
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Arbgckle! Clyde. Santa Clara County Ranchos. San Jose
California: The Rosicrucian Press, Ltd. 1968, ’
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY—GUADALUFPE MINES

Sco Pago XX1.
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N. MANAGEIL,

G, SWANTO

OTHACH

Burt & Pfister, 105 acres. re-
ertr-i-srnn-penn-m-cnnnn
Carter J B, 2 acres. re-pn-e-ciih
Dewitt Mary E, farmer. re-
¢ocan-i-cnn-p-atn-m-cann
Downer H H, farmer 3 acres.
re--raoni-cunn
Farren J W, Jr, farmer.
Guadalupe. re-prs
Guadalupe Quicksilver Mining
(o of Baltimore, 1489 acres.
ve -aecen -1 - rrnnn - p - reIr -m-
rmnnnn
Gutierrez Julian, farmer, 160
acres. re-onn-i-cnn-p-cra
Hahn D H, farmer, 390 acres.
re-eonn-i-ccen-p-esn-m-penn
Hobin Ann, farmer, 147 acres.
re-ocn-i-ron-p-cen
Horping John, farmer, 2974
acres. Te-cspr-i-pnn-p-¢rnr-m-
cWpr
Ingham John, 3 acres.
cnn
Josselyn J 5, farmer, 247 acres.
re-ptnr-i-onn-p-rpo-in-srnn
Love G A, farmer, 160 acres, re-

p o

re-er-i-

=H

NATIONAL SAVINGS BANK,

aen .
Killen John, farmer, 80 acres.
re-cann-i-rpn.p-csn-n-cnmn
Klohe Valentine, farmer; 37
acres. Te-cesn-i-rnn
Lanfield L, farmer, 72 acres. Te-
gee-i-cnn-promn
Magenheimer L, farmer, 150
acres. re-str
Montoya Pedro, farmer, 1585
acres. TIeé-ceer-i-cnn-p-acn-m-
snn
Potts Sallie, farmer, 80 acres.
re-cann-i-cnn
Reynolds John, farmer, 92 acres.
re-cnwn-i-enn -
Sullivan James T, farmer, 80
acres. Te-tsr-i-rn
Urage Chris, farmer, 160 acres.
re-pan-i-pu-m-pro
Zeysede J M, farmer, 160 acres.
re-aonn--rir-p-aen-m-winn

CURED INSTANTLY by
ACHE DROPS, Cor. 2d an

S

A postoffice, about 5 miles from
Santa Clara; the nearest ex-
press office is Los Gatos

Batlart B, fruitraiser,
Bayne J,

Brown C G, orchard
Bruice, G M, 280 acres

Bucknall W

Cranz D M, farmer, 54

Farrington
farm, 320 acres
Farrington William,

acres.

Ginty W

(Goodrich
farm, 81 acres.
p-enn

M, 25 acres

acres
Hickey John, farmer,

C

D

Cubserville.

Ball B, vineyard, 140 acres
Barker S, farmer, 162 acres
20 acres
farmer, 160 acres
DBeaver Miller D, orchard, 80 -

acres

Beaver (G W, 85 acres. re-tsrn-
i-sepn-p-cecr

Blanket B, vineyard, 49 acres

Bubb J B, nursery /7
C, orchard and

vineyard, 30 acres. re-aarn-i-
orn-m-pron

Campbell C, orchard and farm,
200 acres

Champion H B, farm, 35 acres

Corpstein N, vineyard, 155 acres

Cox Jobn, farmer, 102 acres.
re-ssri-i-onn-p-ton

Cox William, farmer, 232 acres.

re-cwepn-i-cwwr-p-ceer

Davison H, farmer, 91 acres
Easton E, orchard, 60 acres
Etchells William, farm,
A, vineyard and|.

Gravis Jacob, farm, 160 acres
¥ Graves L, farm, 140 acres

GUBSER FRANK, postmaster
Hanrahun Edward, farmer,

Cotwdry's TOOTH.
4 Santa Clara Sts.

acres

38 acres

farmer, 202 §
re-ctesn-i-snsa-p-awen

Fellom C J, 100 acres. re-trnnj:

E E, olive orchard and|
re-tawn-i-ptar

135 acres;

160

SERE  PIANOS & UHGARS

PDULL UN DASL INDLALLIMIT LY.
CeN, W Wel nYy_ a4 8nn

SANTA CLARA COUNTY—GUBSERVILLE.

»qfn.n St.
387

.\\le

Higgins & Collins, orchard and
vineyard, 126 acres. re-ccaen-
i-estn

Hotchkiss H, farmer, 40 acres.
re-a00Nn-1-CPen-p-cWI-M-wnn

Kieley Mrs Mary, 79 acres. re-
tecn-i-sn-p-cwr-m-ennn

Klotz CM, vineyard, 20 acres

13ovell, HW. iawn-p-pnn

Lovell I J, farmer, 205 acres.

_ re-cppar-i-aaen-p-wen

Maher D, orchard and farm, &0

. acres

| MoBuraey John W, fruit-grower,

40 acres

McCoy R, farme:, 116 acres. re-

opon-i-sen-p-wnr

McGee U, orchard, 80 acres

MeNally D, orchard, b7 acres

' Meek W A, farm, 104 acres

BiMills L R, Seltzer Springs, 161

. acres
F Mitchell C, orchard, 100 acres

B Munier Annie, 80 acres

§ Myrick M H, orchard and vine-

gl - yard, 80 acres. re-tann-i-enon-

Y > p-apn

S| Northrop Miss C,
. acres

BB Pfeffer Wm, vineyard, 160 acres

H Plunkett R, 494 acres

Pollard W D, orchard, 46 acres.

orchard, &

Proctor
acres
Randol Mrs C T, 218 acres.
cwsan-i-enn
Ravenna V, farmer, 40 acres.
re-pnnn-i-tén-p-prr
Regnart Arthur, 40 acres
Regnart Wm, farmer, 80 acres
Ross M, orchard, 20 acres
Santos M S, 4 acres. re-pan-i-pr
Scully Thomas, farmer, 368
acres. re-aoann-i-cnnn-p-Corr
Serighelli 8, farmer, 22 acres.
re-csrn-i-oen-p-ocr
Snively Dan, farmer 36 acres.
re-ppnr-i—enn-p-ron-m-crrt
Steller C B, orchard, 30 acres
Stewart G, vineyard, I40 acres
Stiller R C, 80 acres
Thomas R K, 60 acres,
Van Dine E, vineyard, 80 acres
Westlake C, farmer, 88 acres.
re-tean-i-cssn-p-cawr-m-totw
Westlake D C, 10 acres. re-onn-
i-cen—p—err
Wileox C F, 60 acres,
m-annn
Williams 8 R, 20 acres
Wood Miss A L, orchard 3 acres.
re-aer—i—ccn

Wood L L, orchard, 4 acres,

C W, fruitraiser, 35

re-

re—€rnn-

re—|

W re-cwwn-i-wnn-m-cann

per-i—owr-p—ccr

EVERY BUSINESS MAN SHOULD HAVE A COPY.

FOR

€ pald, on receipt of Price.

EXHIBIT 5

PUBLISHED BY THE

.M.,o.aE.mosz PUBLISHING CO.

{Successor to L. M. McKenney & Co.)
606 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, Cal,

> 12miw,, 600 pp., Price $2,00 per Copy.

1887.
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SAN JOSE CITY

DIRECTO

—INCLUDING--

£

Persons 1 THE Five COUNTIES,

—ALSO—

. Names of Farmers, Stock Raisevs, Millmen, Fru
ers and Vineyavdists
WITH THEIR

3 Posr OFFICE ADDRESSES, THE NUMBER OF AcreEs OwNE]

ASSESSED VALUE OF THEIR PROPERTY,
|

TOGETHER WITH A

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY OF THE FIVE COl

I

18806,
MoK ENNEY DIRECTORY CO., PuBrn:
604 MERCHANT STREET, SAN FRANCISCO,
MARCH, 1889,

BRY

“Santa Clara, San Mateo, Santa Cruz Sa»

Benito and Monterey Counties, A rp

Giving NaMmg, OCcUPATION AND RESIDENCE OF ALI

GUBSERVILLE,

ostoffice, about five miles from Santa Clara
express office is Los Gatos.

Beauchamp Fruit Co (The) of Santa Clara Co
A-176-R-clnnr-I-sorrv—P-soll-M—olrr

Beaver G W, res Moreland A-85-R-sserr-I—g'

Buckwall W C, res Moreland blwolw.loﬁ:.lh.

.

o M—olrr |
ox John, res Moreland A-102-R-srerr-I—dr |
Cox .é::m:f res Moreland ;thwwlmfomm:m_"
; Davidson H, res Moreland .lewlwrooo_.l?mm_d
{Dean P & Smith ', res Moreland  A-298—Rt;

.ﬂlnom:ﬁ o
Eastin James W, res Moreland |

M-Irr
Easton John W, res- Moreland A—30-R—oerr—F

A-57-R-nscl-

Farrington Adam, res Moreland A-224_R—o
.Hylmomp. -
Farrington Wm, res Moreland  A-209-R—c

. _uw..miz.lzinﬂ._._.

orbes Wm, res Moreland  A-3-R-tdr—I-lrr—

Goodrich E B, res Moreland >lmH|ZImOmTEHIMm

Graves Jacob, res Moreland A183-R—claol-I_
M-ntrrr

Graves 8, res Moreland A-2304-R-otaul-I-cerr

Gri L :
E:MNH_WW Stinson, res Moreland A-112-R-sn

-Gubser Frank, res Moreland A-1-R.
) —1-R-sar-I-clr-
Hansen A J, res Moreland LPLmlm._..mg%ﬂH.u.

M-sarr

fIanson Frank, res Moreland A~

Hersey Philo, res Moreland A-
Hotchkiss H, res Moreland

Keith

SANTA CLARA ¢0.—GUBSERVILLE.

26-R~oclr-I-odr-P-o0
M—-tnl
) mmlw.lmoaTH:oZTwlmi

A—40-R-ttrr-I-ster-P-te

M-arr

P W,
M-strr

T.atimer Estate of B G

res Moreland A-1 9_R-odrr-1-olr-P-sn

A100-R-snorr-I—-crr

Lawrence Thomas, res Moreland A-65-R-scorr-I-ol
P—cdr

Lovell H W, res Moreland I-orr-P-orr

Lovell 1 J, res Moreland >|~mq|~wl£:E.lTomZiHulm&

McCoy, Estate of R, Moreland A-110-R-scsrr—P-nd

I-ndr
Mc¢Kee James, res Moreland
Morrison J C, res Moreland A-94—
Mvrick M H, res Moreland A-80-R-
Payne J F, res Moreland A-94-
M-scrr
Ravenna V, res Morelan
Rodgers George, res Moreland
Rucker R T, res Moreland A-158-R—cnlrr-1-arr—-P-der
Santos Manuel S, res Moreland A-10-R—sclr-I-tar—P—
Serighelli 3, res Moreland A-29-R—catr-I-scir—P-dor-

clrr
Sharp Pope, res Moreland
Sloss J, res Moreland  A-3
Snivley Dan, res Moreland A-
slll
Stewart G W, res Moreland A-
M-olrr -
Taft R K, res Moreland A-
West Chas C, res Moreland A-

A-T 0—R-esrr—1-drr-D-str
R-serr—I-lsr—P-ol-
srrer-I-nadr-P-sle:
R—stsrr-I-srrr-P-n

d A-40-R~tdrr—I-scol-P-nlr
A=20- R—clrr-I-sost—P-

A-8-R—srtr-I-nl-P-Ir
1-R-tan r-I-ssrr—P—csl
wmlﬁ]ﬂ&hé&?@l&l

93—-R-soelr-I-odnl-P-t

24_R-~td rr—I-clrr—P—cdr—M-
95-R~tnlr-I-dar-P-car-

arr

Westlake C, res Moreland A—88—R-ssrrr—l-otrr—P-ss
M-drrr

Westlake D C, res Moreland A-10-R-sclr-I-osl-P-otl-
orr

A-5-R-arr-1-1 r—P-oal-M-

Westlake J F, res Moreland
—4-R—~tel-T-srrr—P-ssr

Wood L 8, res Moreland™ A

Hzﬂo«oapoooq&ums.fﬁoq Ooum_.oma Fsua m«p... —mmm.
. o the office of the Librarian of Congress

-
LA
'

by the M¢Kenney Dirsctory Co.,
at Washington, D.u..u mery to

I
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RESISTANT VINES.

VII.

GusserviLLE, CAL., Sept. 9, 1896,
Eprror Paciric TREE AND VINE ;

Since it has gone aibroad that the Univer-
sity people latend to show photographs ol
young resistant RfApe vines, grown during
this season from imported French cutlings,
o the grape growers of (he several wine-
growing distnigts, my curiosity to learn ail I
can about these. Riparia and Rip-Rupestris
sr highly spoken sbout, led me to address a
letter of inguiry to Prof, Munson of Deni.
sun, Texas, regarding the origin of these
vines,

Az 1he information received from the
gentlemen s of public interest, [ request
vou lo publish the same, under date of
August 29, 1896, The Prolessor writes ap
follows ;

“Prol. Hayne, in recommending GranJ
Glabre and Gloire de Montpellier Riparia
for stocks is following (he recommenda.
tions o Lest French vine growers based on
the extensive experience of the French
with stocks.  Gloire de Montpellier was
first selecred by Mr. Lonis Vialla, in France
trem among many other varietici of Rip-
aria obtained from e U. 8. on account 0]
vigor and resistance 1o Phylloxera, and
Grand Glabre was No, 13 of a collection of
wild Ripuria sent from Missouri to France
by Mr, Meissner.

These are nn douln excellent in regions
having moist nir, and deep, sandy, subirri.
gated suils, but for droughty regions and
where deep
they are not so wel] adapted. Likewise
the Rupestris varieties are good in similac
situations with Riparia, and will endure
in more hmy soils, bLut for the droughty
s0ils, where very deep penetration is re-
quired and in very limy and chalky soils,
somelhing else must be used for guod
results.  Lenoire and Herlimmont are buiter
there, and Doaniana, Champini and Ber-
landieri much better siiil, Of these Doan-

tana and Champini root from cutitngs mosé

_—

EXHIBIT 6

penctration of root is vequired |

readily, make plxnts large enaugh 1o gt
in oneyear, and are much loag er lived thau
any Riparia or Rupestris. The three vasie.
lies of Rupssiris that have given bLeu
results in France, and have Leen named
are:  ‘Rupestris Mission,’ *Rupestsis tly
Lot,” and *Rupestris Martin." These all
have been selected or developed from
amcng varieties sent to France either ly|
Mr. Jaeger of Missauri or mysell, Bui the
climate and soils of California are very
different irom Lthose of France, and Califur
nia must do much original experimentation
for hersell, It is well 1o try the best
varieties from France, and also others Irom
their native habitaty in this country, lrom
climate and 50il more like that of Califur-
nia, such 4re the Doaniana, Champini, and
Berlandieri of Texas. I have collecied
many thousands of these for the dry, chalky
regions of 5. W, France, and have selected
and planted a few of the best in my own
grounds, and I believe I have as goud
stocks of ull species as are to be found jo
the world,

They are just beginning to experiment in
France with Lhe Doaniana, (hampin] and
Monticola, and some of their hybrids,
The Rupestris-Monticola hybrid of which
you speak, is one of thess, and promises
much as a stock, I have one such hybrid
that I made by pollinating one of ny best
Monticola with a splendid Rupestns, The
vine is a beauty, a inode] of vigor, perfectly
healthy, it endures intense drought, grows
easily from cnttings and 1 good soil will Le
large enough to gralt in one year s it grows
finely in all soils. I have & few young
plants of it which I offer for trial, Itisa
bearing vine. |

If you will take the trouble to test this
with several others I am breeding for
stocks, I will send you some * = "
Iam only an nlroducer, cannot go inte
extensive growing of stock vines, Your
people will soon get a stait and then an
grow their own supplies, There it no need
going to France for American viies, when
we have belter still at home

WM. Prrrrxx,

1

|




NAME ___ Gubgerville

COUNTY Santa Clara County

APPROVAL COMMITTER:-

/ sm'rm PARK COMMTSSION

e

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

REGISTERED LANDMARK NUMBER 44y

patn__ NOV 2 1943
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APPIICATION FOR RFGISTRATICN CF HISTORICAL POINT OF INTEREST

Name of Historical Point Gubserville

Location In Santa Clara County, California, 3.5 miles northeast

of the Saratoza town park on the road to S8an Jose

Name of Owner_  Mr, and Mrs, Clarence R, Drake

Street Route 1, Box 141

City Saratoza, California
HISTO Y AFD DE3CRITTICHN
A.- FTUBSERVILIE-~-A small early day settlement on the north

slde of the Santa Clara-Saratoza Road, a short distance
soutnwest of the Moreland School. It was the first mail stop
on the old stasze route between San Jose and Saratoga,

B.~ ne town of Baratoza lies at the southwest corner of
Rancho Qulto near Campbell Creek, The old settlement of
Gubserville was on the road from Santa Clara that stretches
throuzh this rancho, This 1little settlement, remembered by
few today, was the first place on this staze route out of Santa
Clara at which the driver paused to leave mail,

C.- Cupertine History Tull of Interest

of Cupertino ls taken from the address glven by Mrs. Fremont
Older before the Cupertino de Oro club, Mrs. Older said:

The followling interesting material on the early history

"...Before Cupertino was established there was a village

with a post office on the Sarsioga road, Gupserville*., That
villase has now vanished, It was near the Moreland School,

and the few deserted bulldings®%* on the left hand slde of the
road to the Stevens creek rcad from 38aratoza axx= are all

that 13 left of Gupserville¥, William¥ Gupser#, for whon
Gupserville® was named, was a German barber, He was the first
and only postmaster in the settlement. About 1870 Mr. Gupser#
owneqd a part of the ranch later bought by Willlam Pfeffer, and
now##ii#t ovned by Fremont Clder. There was & watering trough

at Gupserville¥*, &nd all horses were watered there. Een Sanborn,
a down east Yanlkee, ran the saloon, Jasver Scott was the black-
smith, When Cupertino became a post office, Jupserville# mkmiy

died, /4." | MW
%- Evidently misspelled. All other sources say Gubservillel

#¥~ Now reduced to one, the 0ld Forbes liouse, still occupied.
®#%¥-~ Officlal United States Fosix Office information says



STORY AND DESCRIBTIONS (Contimued) | | o

= e PheiBoal school and & nearby church predated Gubserville
”L%\tby many:?g;§§?”1Mbreland Tlementary School 1s at Payne and .
Saratoga Avenues, 45 mile nertheast of Gubserville towards

San Jose; the site of Rucker's Chapel is .5 mile from the
gchool, at Williams and Saratoga Avenues,

a probably the oldest rural -school district
in the ggziéagg éalifornia? Established in 1851, it was at
first a subscrivntion school, whose classes were held in private
homes, the loeations of which are now unknown. Its first .
teacher, Charles Lafollette, taught durling the threevmonphs
term of 1851. For the six months' term of 1852, Abreham H. .
Feathermen was the instructor, Its third teacher, Samuel
Curtls Rogers, who served from September, 1852, to June,
1854, was successful in obtaining the first public school
building, and the district became a part of California's
public school system. el

On Novembehb 13, 1852, citizens of the area met to
vlan for a school house, Zechariah Moreland prmpx=x proposed
to sell the disbrict "the house occupnied by him for a dwelling
i to be used as a pub school building and meeting house,"' - .
for $3C0, and he préhised to coplribute. $50 of the purchaae
i price, Hig offer was accepted 2nd, during the winter of
; 1852-53, money to pay for the school and materials for much
" f needed repairs fto the building were collected. Most of the hauling
| and some of the labor-“was donated, but the teacher spent many =
gays solicitbng and collecting money and working on-the school
ouse, _ L

At another public meéting, on January 4, 1853, the
boundaries of the district and the site of the sechool were

ErXErie® Jdecided., The achool has been on that slte egver
gince, : ' o

In Fekruawpy February, 1853? Teacher Rogers drew up
and circulated a petitioni"praying® the Board of School Cormissionen
offt Santa Olara Township "te ‘organize-and-number“ —thedrstrret—

dccording to the Laws of the State." Such action wah taken
by the board April 28, 1853, and the school became Santa Clara
Towmship School Distriet Mo, 2, - cmvimn Do o L
T In t856, WHER B THEW and vrogressive state school -law
wag passed by the legislature, No. 2 becamé an independent
-district with its own board of trustees, probably in 1857,
-Santa Clara Township's four numbered school districts did -
- NI0L receive names for 9 years, but on Jume 1, 1862, Santa =
_Clara Township District No. 2 Decane Yoreland Scl:ool in the

‘ocounty's 8fficial records, naned, of course, for its ~enerous
wbenefactor, Zechartah Moeeland, ' M

e

Moreland has had zhr at least three differeﬁt
-} 2 gchool -
Ei%;dings, and possibly more. The nregent building, on the
E““? 8elected at the 1853 rublie meeting,'dates'frnm'1894‘,um

:':.'i = tlle Oldest BChO Ol buildir}.£; 3 [¥] a1 datn l,y -
. !~ .51‘1 use in Sr,-l'l Co Shll @ . ¢
. 1 2 c:l.a.]‘."a . GQTII‘I ; .‘ e

s building addition was dedied R PR
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STORY AXD DISCRIPTIONS {Jontinusd)

' Rucker's Chaphl of Santa Clara Circuit of the South
-~ Mathodist Church was probably founded quite early in. the
1850's. It wea popularly known simply as Rucker's Chapel,
- named Tor William T. Rucker, on whose land it was situated,
Rucker was one of the Ieaders of the church and a promninent
pancher of the district.

For mmny years the Chanel was the leading church of
Santa Clara Gircuit. A number of times the conferences of
San Francisco District, a very large mms district, were held
in 1t, ‘

The church building, quite handsome fer a country
church, 1s gone, but the parsonage, puilt much later, still. \
stands on Williams Avenue., It is now the Sunseri home, and
has been extensively remodeled.

Rucker's Chavel was a strong, very active church.
In 1870 it had o nembershin of over 100,  The Toll Gate Camp
Meeting Ground at Toll Gate, now Saratoga, was for many yecrs
& part of Santa Clara Circuit (Rucker's Chooel). .

In the vicinitr ol Gubserville were many EZxEmX prosperous
farms and ranches, Two of these deserve nention in the annlication

f for the vregistpation of Cubserville as a Btate Historical
R Landmark, Quito Parm is loecated at Quito and Saratoga Avenues,
- .6 mlle southwest of Gubserville towards Saratoga; Sorosis
Farm is .5 mile farther. ' Nine

Chapter Exxhk of
Quito Parm is mentioned brieflg in/Miss Florence R,
Cunninghan's "Cur Pirst Bundred Years » the history of Saratoga.
Her accountyxd follows: - ' '

‘

"For MEny ,XEARIXLA®E many years the olive trees at

| Santa Clara Mission had been a living demonstration of how

' well. olives would grow here; but 22 it was not until 1865

that anyone in this pawvt of tiae staete attempted to raise then
for commeroial purposes, This first orchard was only a few
mikes fronm Seratoga, near the corner o the Quito and Saratoga-

FRLARHE Sante Clara pocds,

"Here Don Jose Ramon Ar;uello (¥. 36) ) ;
- , & . a8 native faliforaian
g?o hud“acquired & xarge section of the Quité Grant, eagabiighed
8 country lome-on zereage he nad reserved for himgelf when
_4isposing of his lerger holdimgs. . . @ & 2O AL W

_ "In the orchord he Dlanted, he included a large numbep
.o? 11ttle olive trees valded Trom seeds from the Migsion |
gfchard. These had been pgrowvn et hig recuest br one of cur -
S8mous gardeners, Mrs. Samuel (Serena Cox) Blythe, Her healthy
_;ttle 52edlings thrived.and beesame hardy trees, but tie death
“of Jose Ranon Arguello 11 years loter ended Tor a vime all
eXperimentation wlth olive culture, ) i

"& later owﬁer, B. E. Goodrich, in the :

. ' e L. - early '80's

‘gﬁga%hextensiv° and expensive lmprovements in bothythe orchard
;- e plant fop the manufacture of 0ll and pickled clives,

7 . o aver———



INTE I cony of 2 section of a mep from Thompson
& Meat's Atlas of 1876. The X's indicate buildings; the
numbers indlcate acreage, On this map are shown most of the -
historical svnots nentioned in this applicationwidThefS@\&@j‘,--_,
Blythe proverty is now Sorosis Farm., J. R. ArgMéllo®s Quito ¢
Farm was aiready in exlstence, as shown on the map, --The
cluster of tregs indicating an erchard shdwa_appro;imatel¥“
the location of the few remeining olivée trees?¥ W, Forbes .
‘Property le shown as three aeres., The X at %he left probably
_ indicated his home, still standing; the etheh x perhaps shows
. the locatlon, of his blacksmith shop. - Gubserville (Gubser's

saloon and post of éee) had not yet eome iato existence, but
1t was probably g Eeg on the pwoperty ' '
- lobeled Moreland School is .shown on its -present

site, aithough the building indicated by the X no longer stands,

The vroverty of Zecharian Moreland across the road had by this time
MMAM passed into the hands of his son, H, C. Rucker's Chapel

1s on this map colled by its officicl naue Socuth Methodist,
Besttd Cr. g aufor Zo Yasper Sertty Susborne o Fpo

™

et e s e e e S

R Myt el ] = i R i




[

STATEMENT OF PROPERTY QWNER

TO THE
STATE PARK COMMISSIONER

AORIZING THE NUMBERING AND REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL POINT OF INTEREST

July 19, 1949,

To ¥Whom It May Concern:

As owners of the old Forbes house and the slite of

Forbes' blacksmith shdp, we hereby give permission for

the numbering and registration of Gubserville as =

State Historical Landmark,

Jote O 4.
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'ﬁiERENGES TO BOOKS, RECORD3, AND OTHER AUTHORITIES SUSTAINING THESE FA(

;ﬂ A,- Wyatt, BRoscoe D,, and Arbuckle, Clyde, Hiétoric Mames, Persoms

Rerxmwxx and Places in Santa Clara County, 1948, page 16, para-

graph & 2.

B.~ Hoover, Mildred Brooke, and Rensch, H, E. & E. G., Historic
Spots in Califormia, Stanford University Press, Stanford,

California, 1948, page 330, paragraph 11,

C.,~ %#xm The Evening Hews, San Jose, California, Jarmary 26, 1922,
pake 4, |

D.- Information supplied by Miss Florence R. Chnningham, Route 1,

Box 25, Saratoga, California, and Mr, and Mrs, Claremce R,

Drake, Route 1, Box 141, Saratoga, California,

ERE g Evere o v o oo Y= R=r

SaratoRa Observer, Saratoga, California, April 14, 21, and 28,

§ 1948,

;|  E.- Cunningham, ®lorence R., Our First Hunfired Years, Saratolia
E Observer, Saratola, Galifoehia, 1948, Chapters Eight, ¥ixum
g Nine, and Ten,

Other information supplied by Milss Cunningham in an interview,

F,~- Hisgorical Atlas Map of Santa Clara County Califdrnia, Thompson
*

#fx & West, San Francisco, California, 1876. !

ARE PICTURES ATTACHED? Yes —-

. IS STATEMENT OF OWNER ATTAGHED? Yes

Approval Committee, care of the California State Chamber of Chmmerce
350 Bush Street, San Francisco, California,) .
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