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INTRODUCTION

Think of conquering the West. What comes to mind? Prairie
schooners loaded with pioneer belongings? John Fremont, the
pathfinder, charting untraveled territories? Thousands of
wealth-seekers searching for gold? Native Americans being
forced from their land? The visions are endless.

But there was a gentler side of embracing the West. Many
picked up their pens and recorded the western experience through
the written word. Well-known writers such as Mark Twain, Bret
Harte, Ina Coolbrith, Joaquin Miller, and Ambrose Bierce all
settled into San Francisco at some point to write about the
California experience.

But the Santa Clara Valley held a certain enchantment too.
The writers chronicled on the following pages are but a select
few that our valley can claim as their own. Others not included
on these pages are W.C.Morrow, a San Jose Mercury reporter fronm
1881 to 1884, Sanborn Young and his wife, Ruth Comfort Mitchell,
Charles Erskine Scott Wood and Sara Bard Field. Unfortunately,
many diaries and words written about the West will never come to
light, especially those recorded by the pioneer women who bravely
left their comfortable homes to explore the unknown.

Today, the tradition continues. Our valley still produces

exceptional writers such as Wallace Stegner and Al Young.

Hopefully, we will continue to conguer the West with the

gentle art of words.



LITERARY FIGURES OF THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Writers have been lured by the romance of the Santa
Clara County beginning with Fray Pedro Font, whose 1776
DeAnza expedition diary described the valley, to Pulitzer
Prize winning Wallece Stegner, whose heroine in "Angle of
Repose™ wrote tales of the New Almaden Mine.

Well-known writers auch aa Jack London, Ambroase Bierce
and Frank Norris were often valley viaitora. Novelists such
as Gertrude Atherton and Kathleen Norris, and poets Edwin
H&rkham and Henry Meade Bland called the valley “home.”

l.ondon frequently left hia "Valley of the Moon™ in
Sonoma to visit the "“Valley of the Heart’s Delight™ - Santa
Clara Valliey. One reason he travelled to the area was to
visit the home of Santa Clara judge, Hiram Bond. Bond’s two
sons, Marshall and Louis, had become good friends with
London in 1897 when the three young men were gold mining in
the Yukon. The Bond Ranch, known as “New Park,' was located
at Benton Street and Lincoln Street. London immortalized the
lovely estate in the opening chapter of “The Call of the
Wild."™ One of Bond’s doga, Buck, became the main character

in the 1903 best seller. The College Park train atation, now
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the site of Bellermine Preparatory School, is believed to be
the mite where Buck was railrocaded to Alaska after being
“dognapped." The Bond Ranch stood at the site of the
Carmelite Monaatary. The only remnant of the grand estate i=a
the veranda, now affixed to the hiatoric Jamison-Brown house
at 1505 Warburton Avenue in Santa Clara.

Gertrude Atherton, daughter-in-law of mining hardware
magnate Faxon Dean Atherton, wrote “Daughter of the Vine,"
an expose of an alcoholic neighbor, while living on the
Atherton estate between El Caminc Real and Valpearaisc Avenue
on the Menlo Park- Palo Alto border. It was the first of 56
novels mshe wrote before her death in 1348 at age 21.

As one of California’s firat liberated women, San
Francisco-born Atherton scandalized prim and proper
Peninsula society. Stephen Franklin, Atherton’s doting
maternal grandfather, and Gertrude, her beautiful but
irresponaible mother, inked an indelible mark of melf-will
and determination on young Gertrude, astting a atandard for
her unorthodox behavior.

Her earliest childhood memories were of life on Rincon
Hill. Her mother and father, Thomas Lodowick Horn, divorced
after three years of marriage, and she and her mother moved
60 miles down the Peninsula to live on her grandfather’s
country ranch. Her asutcbiography, "Adventures of a
Novelist,” recells the seemingly endless hours of ranch
life. Her grandmother, a frail, “prematurely old"™ woman,

knew the value of education and used +he idle hours to
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inatill in young Gertrude a love of learning and booksa,
although it waa unfashionable at the time. Gertrude could
read and spell by age 4.

Five years paassed, and Gertrude gained a atepfather.
John Fredrick Uhlhorn, a wealthy New Yorker, disliked the
child intensely and referred to her as & “spoilt brat."” The
dislike was mutual. Blinded by the deaire for happineas and
2 bulging bank account, the new Mra. Uhlhorn viewed her
precocioua daughter aa a stumbling block to her re-entry
into San Francisco society. She sent her off to a small
boarding house on Ellis Street.

Gertrude waas aubaequently enrolled in a atring of
boarding schocls - and promptly dismiesed. Performing
aomersaults in the classrcom was not acceptable behavior for
young ladies. She was sentenced toc remain at home with
nannies and nurses paradingd in and out the door at an
alarming rata. None could care for the unmanageable urchin
until her sister, Aleece, was born. Rose Stoddard, secured
for a short time as = wet nurse, won young Gertrude’s
affection and interest with a hearty dose of stern
discipline flavored with fun. What Stoddard expected to be a
short =atint atretched inte 35 faithful years with the
family;

Wealth brought with it a life of =mocial frivolity in
the Uhlhorn home. As Gertrude grew up, she mingled with the
literary figures of the day such as Bret Harte and Mark

Twain. But when misfortune struck the family (John Uhlhorn
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was involved in a scandaloua forgery and sent off to South
America), Gertrude was sent to St. Mary’s Hall, = boarding
achool in Benecia. Eventually ahe continued hex education at
Dayre instiTute 1n Lexington, nentucky.

Her mother attracted NUREerous sultors, one Ol the muaL
eilgiplie Deing wecrge atnertton, sON Oi wealilLny raxon veall
Atnerton. Leorge planned to marry wsertruae’ 8 motner,
although ne was 14 years younger. sut s attentions socon
focused on lY-year-old Gertrude. wnen ne proposed to young
Lertruce, she repilea "uUh well, i 4don’ T care. une has to
marry sometime, 1 suppose.’

Both families were horritied to taind that George and
Gertrude had married secretly with the blessing oif the Kev.
Varsi, & Jesuit. The Atherton home, located on 650 acres of
Rancho de las Pulgas, was bought in 1860 from the widow of
Luis Arguello, first Mexican governor of California. George
and Gertrude took up residence , and the spacious home
suddenly seemed too small to house free-apirited Gertrude
and her straight-laced Chilean mother-in-law, Dominga Goni.

Much to Gertrude’s diamay, her S-foot, 200 pound
mother—-in-law monitored her activities. She was expected tot
join the verandah sewing and embroidery group because ™
intellect had no place in woman® and "ladies in Spain do not
write." Gertrude listened, but didn’t subsecribe. Twelve
yeara later, she publiashed her first book - a highly
controversial novel about female alcoholism called "Daughter

of the Vine."



A move to the uninhibited Milpitas Ranch, a 45,000-acre
area 80 milea mouth of Monterey, and the birth of her two
children- aickly Gecorge Jr., who died at 6 years old, and a
daughter, Muriel- did nothing to help the miamatched
marriage.

Eventually, Gertrude moved to San Franciasco to puraue
her literary career, and George sailed for hia native Chile.
Muriel was left in the care of her grandmother, Lominga
Goni. In 1887, word was received 0t Leorge s ceath, feaving
widow Atherton with tew tears and treedom. She became a
worid traveter, iiving and writing in New YOrk, tngiand,
Lermany, the West lndies, Lsreece and Aftasika. By tne eariy
1300°s8 she yearned tor Caiitornia. Upon returning, she
focuased on writing local hiastory. *“CafitorniaZ An intimate
History"™ was written to0r the 1915 Fanama-bacitic bkXposition.

Her triendships were legendary. A bantering
correspondence with cantanKerous edltor Ambrose BSrerce and a
15-year relstionship with civic leader and U.S5. Senator
James Phelan at Villa Montsalveo in Saratogs caused tongues to
wag far into the “20s.

Atherton remained active and productive until age Y91.
S5he died in San Francisco on June 14, 1948. Her fame and
notoriety throughout Europe and the United States was mostly
due to her opinions on controversial topics concering vwomen.
Recently, acholar Emily Wortis Leider authored the most

comprehensive work on Atherton. Published by Stanford

-5-



University Press, “California’s Daughter" ias a muat read for
valley history buffs.

A little more lucky in the marriage department were
Palo Alto writeras Kethleen and Charles "Cigi" Norrias and
Cupertino writers Fremont and Cora Baggerly Older.

Kathleen Thompson Norrias (1880-1966) was the daughter
of a San Francisco banker and president of the Bohemian
Club. She was a society columnist for the San Francisco
Exanminer when she met Charles Gilman Norris (1881-1945), a
writer for the new western magazine called "Sunsaet." They
met at a lonely time in both their livea. She was nursing =
broken heart caused by a broken engagement, and he was
lamenting his atagnant writing career and smparting from the
success of hisas deceased older brother’s best meller, “The
Octopua.™

After they wed in 1909, they moved to New York for two
reasons - to be where aspring literati mingled, and to
escape the elder Mrs. Norris who had accompanied them on
their honeymoon. It didn”t take long for Cherles to realize
the primary writing talent in the family belonged to hisa
wife, Although he continued to write, he ultimately became
both her most loyal fan and literary sgent. Her prolific
writings, mostly on the subject of women’s lives, were
published in the leading magazines of the day such as
Women’s Home Companion and American Magazine. Beginning in
1911, after the serialization of her novel, “"Mother™, =she

continued to produce two popular novels a year. Among the
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moat popular were “Family Gethering”, “The Heart of Rachel®,
and *My California.'" But soon, Senta Clara Valley beckoned
them bmck. Financisal success allowed them to purchase a
ranch in the Santa Cruz Mountains and & winter home in Palo
Alto called Casa Abierta. The spanish-style home at 1247
Cowper Street in Palo Alto now servea as the Stanford
University Newman Club.

The Norrig” were involved with many pacifiat causea
such as America Firast, the antiwer organization group ehe
headed with Charlea Lindbergh. Kathleen was alaoc active in
the Women’s Internaticnal League for Peace and Freedom.

It waas a common belief in social juatice that brought
Corma Baggerly, a gentle New Yorker, and Fremont QClder, a
rough and tumble Wisconsin editor, together. The OGlders
spent the early years of their marriage championing liberal
cauvses such as prison reform and supporting laboxr unions
while expoeing graft and corruption on the pagea of the San
Franciaco Bulletin. Their final yearas were apent at their
160-acre retreat, Woodhills, in the foothilla of Cupertino.

The two met in 1893 when (Older, then a reporter for the
San Francisco Call, was in Sacramento covering the
Legislature. Older, 37, waa attending an amateur drama
production at the home of a friend when Cora Baggerly, then
an i18-year old Syracuse University student vacationing in
Sacramento, caught his eye. From the whirlwind courtship and
marriage three months later until her huaband’=s death in

1335, Baggerly molded her life to fit that of Fremont OGlder.
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A yeer after their marriage, the Call was amold and
Older was named managing editor of the failing San Francisco
Bulletin, & job marked by long hours, Jlow pay and wvartualidly
no reporting stat:. tThe Huilletin puiriding waz 1n disrepair.
Eveiyn welis in her book “tremont Ulder ™ described the
substandard working conditions. Cobwebs, caved-in walis,
vyellowed filea covered with dust and inadeguate machinery
all amadoed to the dreary scene. but (ora brougnht & ray ot
sunshine 1nto the darKened oiilce. WiTh Youtrlizul entnuaiasn,
she orterec Ner inexperience Lo wvne dying newapaper. one
received No salary but pertormed The worx Ot many Dy writaing
everything trom Celeprilty lnterviewa to DOOK and Theatrxe
reviews.

The untiring twosome lived a tThe Uid Latiixrornia noted
untii Uider s satary increased witn the bBulletin’sa
circuiation. They were eventually apie to rent a iat withan
walKking distance ot the paper. Later on, they wouid live at
poth the ralace Hotei and the trairmont Hotel.

They iLived i1n tear A180. Fremont uider s asensartionat
headiines and daring exposeces aglitated Ttnose wno disagreed
with hilis liberal lesnings. teath tLhreats were airmea at Tne
antagonistic editoy, particulariy during hls MUCKYacking 1n
eariy 19008 that ited to the conviction of Mayor btugene
Schmitz and political boss Abraham Kuetl.

GCora Ulder had no intent:ion ot being anything but an
editor’s wite. She staunchiy supported his editoriasls and

defended him agminst his detractors. She kept his house,
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entertained his friends and fought his crusades by his saide.
In 1913, her patience wasa rewarded. They purchased 160 acresa
in the peninsula foothilla above Cupertinoc. She oversaw the
conatruction of the house located at 22800 Proapect Road,and
deasigned the gardena - a far cry from the window box
geraniuma she nurtured while living in hotels.

Fremont Older continued to work in San Francisaco,
catching the train daily at Fremont Station at Stelling and
Prospect Rocads, while his wife basked in the beauty and
serenity of country living. Lively conversation was always
on the menu at the Older“s frequent dinner parties. Dining
partners often included a priest and a prostitute or =«
police chief and an ex-convict. The Older”’s circle of valley
friends was wide, and all were equal in their eyes.
Priacnersa were often parolled in their care and worked on
their property.

Fremont Older continued to commute 90 miles a day to
San Franciacco until hia death on March 3, 1935, when he died
peacefully being driven around the valley.

Core Baggerly Qlder died in 1968 at the age of 93. She
left 2 wealth of literary gems such asg scrapbooks, notebooks
and photo albums. They are 21l housed at the California
Historical Society in San Francisco. She wrote “"Love Stories
of 0ld California," which was published in 1940. In 1371,
portions of her daily journal - the original is housed at

the Bancroft Library in Berkeley - were published by the



California Hiatory Center at DeAnza College under the title
“The Diary of Cora Baggerly Older.

Today, Woodhilla is a part of the Fremont Older Open
Space Preserve, 734 acres owned and operated by the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District. The house, listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, has been
restored and is leased to a familiy.

Living less colortui, but prolitfic literary lives, were
poeta kdwin Cnharles MarkhamildoZ-idqg), author ot “fhe Man
with & Hoe,™” and Henry Meade Sland (1l8b3-1d941), named post
laureate of Calitornia by the state legaisiature in 1IJ4Y.

Marknam was born in the east bay in 180<Z. Atter
graduation trom the State Normral SchoOl 1n 1874 (niow San
Jose State uUnaversity), he taugnt poth i1n voloma and the
tvergreen area ot San Jome, in l&sY, he was elected county
superintengent ot educaticon. fMarkham was &7 years old when
he saw Mitler s painting “The Man with a Hoe.™ wnen the San
francisco kXxaminer pubiished his socaisiisatic poem, he became
an overnignit sensation. tveryone i1rom editor Amprose pierce
to Coliis Huntaington had something to say about bhis tamous
poem. in SU years, the poem earned fMarkham SZ00,000 ain
reprints, and numerous apeakKing engagements. He was
celebrated at the 1915 ranama-racitic kEXposition in the San
Francisco when he presented his book *California the
Wondertul.'

Many have cafled his literary talentsa “meeger'™, but

there is no denving that his writings attected those in the
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valley. Hia home at 434 S. kaighth Street in San Jose pecame
scmewhat ot a shrine. Utten cailed ‘"Hoe flan House™, the
structure became the property oi Caiitornia State Unaversaty
Foundation. in 198/, it was moved to the San Jose Hiatorical
Museum compiex in Keliey rFaryg tor aii to enjoy.

tor =20 yeara, Henry Meade Bland was a profeaaocr of
crestive kngiish at the San Jose ‘feachera Colliege. Aiong
with Markham and Senator James Phelan, Bland established a
literary Oiympiad at Viila Montalvo, the Sarstoga estate of
Phelan. He was born in 1863 in Solano County and educated at
various =chocls throughcut the state. The family home was
located in Linda Vista, east of San Jose at the foot of the
Mount Hamilton Hilia. in 1848/, land was responsibie tor
developing a “graduate™ course in Los Gatos tor young men
and women who had completed grade achooli. The course
prepared serious students tor taking admission tests to
attend Stantord, San Jose State Normal Schooli, College of
the Pacific and Santa Clara University. By April 18391, a
petition waas being circulated requeating that the *“graduate”
course become the first public high school curriculum. It
wasn‘t untit 1894 that voters overwheimingily (1UxZ-0) elected
to open Loa Latoa High School. fienry Meade Siand was namea
Princapali.

Hiand 'a wOrKs i1nciuagaed ' Lailxornia, A Hong o0 Tne wila
West and Uther roems'™, —° A Uay at AonNtalvos, Ana & vay in

the Hiils.' He died 1n April 13sti.
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while many have attemplLea LO DreaK 1ntc The liiterary
carcie Ot These eariy valley saettliers, none nave peen as
successTul as FUillZer Frize winning autnhor watirtlace bregner.
A resident ot LO2 ALTOS Hillis, Dtegner [as achieved iliterary
prominence not oniy in his pbeioved west, pbut throughout the
worlid. His i11aT O impressive awards includes tnree U. Henry
Awards, the Commonwealtnh LOCid Medal tor Alil the Little tLive
Things (i96/),.the Pulitzer Prize tor Angle of Repose (1972>,
and the National Book Award for The Spectator Bird (1977).
More recently the Loa Angeles Timea presented him with the
Kirach Award for Lifetime Literary Achievement, as did the
P.E.N. Center USA WtS5S1 and the CUalitorn:ia Arts Council. His
impressive teaching credentials include the University of
Wisconein, Harvard tUniversity and Stantord University, where
he ftounded the Creative Writing Program. He retired from
that poasition in 1971. He was twice a Guggenheim Fellow, wa=
a Seniocr Fellow of the National Institute for the
Humanities, end is =& member of the National Institute and
Academy of Arts and Letteras and the National Academy of Artas
and Sciences.

The bay area conaervationiats awerd him for his work as
founder of Committee for Green Foothills and hia involvement
with Hidden Villa Ranch in Loa Altos Hills.

Hias novela and short astories heve made him a favorite
among valley readers. Hia lateat book, “Where the Bluebird
Sings to the Lemonade Springs,™ is a tribute to writing in

the west.
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From mission padreas to Stegner, Santa Clara Valley had
been & magnet for talented writers. Qur literary past is as
much a part of who we are aa our gloriocus apricot orchardsa

and the innovative silicon chip.
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