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Introduction

On Ncrvember 9, 1933r Brsake Hartr the son of a prominent San

Jose merchant! was kidnapped near his fatherts department gtore.

The kidnappers hrert twc unemployed mEln netnEd Thsmas Harold

Thurmond and John l"l. Hcrlmes. They drove Brooke ttr the San Hatetr-

Hayr,rard Bridge and wrapped him t^rith baling wires attarhed to

cement blocks. Then, Brooke was thrown into the bay and ghot a

fer* timeg by Holmes to make Eure he wag dead.

Afterward, Thurmond made several phone= calls to the Hart

family dernanding rS4OrO(tO of ranrcm. The police rigged the calls

and one of them led to the capture of Thurmand on November 15,

1333. After six hours of interrogatisn, Thurmond cnnfe=sed and

named his accsmplice. l,lhen Helmes was arrested, the search for

Brtroke Hartts bcrdy began.

On the mcrning of November ?6, 1933, tt^ro duck hunters fsund

the remains sf Brcnkets hody in the mudflats struth sf the San

Francisco Bay Bridge. The news spread throughout the Santa Clara

trounty very rapidly. That evening a mclb sf appraximately 1OrCIOO

men and Lromen gathered in front sf the Eianta f;lara County JaiL

for geveral hsurs demanding for Thurmond and HalrrGls. By 1O:OO

F.H., they brcke through the jail doer and capture the two

prisoners. The two were carried to 5t. James Park and lynched.

This is the story about the heintrus crime of lynching two

men in the park, This act of vialence Lras rErcorded into the

history book and uill never be forgotten by those wha r*itnegsed



histsr11 bosk and

it, It also put

will never

the city of

be fargetten

San Jose in

by those who r'ritnessed

ghame fsr many years.
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The Diseppearance

The Hart fanily r*as a very prominent, uealthy, and uell

respected family in San Jose. They live sn The Alameda. The

father, Alexander J. Hart, 5r., was the ournGlr tlf the Hartts

department strrre. The gttrre wes found by Alexts father in lBgO.

Alexts joy and pride was his Z?-years trld son, Brooke Hart.

Broake had just graduated fram the University of Santa Clara

Schctrl ctf Fusiness in the surnmer of 1933. His father bought him

a grren Euick roadster. trn September t7, 1933, during a banquet

dinner at the newly built De Anza Hotel, Alex Hart praudly

announced ts sther businesEmtn that he had just nade Broske the

Vice-President trf his business. Alex alsa renamed the strrre L.

Hart & Ssn f,tr.

On November 9, 1933 arsund 6:OO P.l.l., Broake Hart left the

Hartts detrartment gtore and went tcr get hig car. He was ts pick

t-tp his father in frcnt trf the store gn Eianta Clara Street. Two

parking attendants sar'r him leave the lst. Before he qat ta the

frsnt of the stcre, he r*as approached by e man with a revalver.

The man '=rdered Brsoke to drive east sn Post Street and then

north sn First Eitreet where a car was t+aiting. The man in the

second car drnve in frsnt follor*ed by Braoke and the man r"lith e

revolver in the qreen raadster, The tuo cars breire driven ts

I'lilpitas where Brt:*rkets car weg abandsned with its headliqhtg on.

Heantrhile, Ersokets father, Alex, uas r'raiting in frant sf

the store, He began to feel a little uneasy because he r,rtrndered
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what cauld be taking Broake so lnng. He knew his gon tes e

respan=ible and dependable Fersan so he scron trushed the

uneesiness awey. Brsoke t*ag ts give his father a ride ts a

banguet dinner r*here Alex was tcr be honored for his leaderships

and devotit:ng tt: the cammunity, At first' Alex thaught Braoke

must had a little car trouble. After ar*hiIe, afraid sf being

late, Alex phoned a friend and got a ride from him.
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The Ransom

tlhen Alex Hart got hsme that night from the banquet dinner,

he found out that Broske r.ras nst home and hadntt called. He

became very ctrncerned and wsrried. At arsund 1O:GO p.H-, the

Hart family received a phane call fron a fian saying he had

kidnapped Brooke and demanded a lt4OrOOO ranscrm. He alsa urarned

them not to inform the police if they wished to gee Erooke alive.

At about the same *ineo in Hilpitas, a farmer had just ctrme

hame and he noticed an abandsned car with its headlights an

parked riqht next to his property. He immediately phoned the
palice. After inspecting the car, the pcrlice Lres canvinced that

the car belonged ts Brocrke Hart. By midnightr the Hart family

hras infc,rned by the police absut the discavery trf Brg|oket5 car.

Chief sf Pclice af San Jase, J. N. Black, and Sheriff

Hifliam J, Emig r*ere to investigate about Brsc'kets disaFpglarence.

The police in the r,rhole Bay Area were also glerted about the
caE€r. This care was braught to the attention of the Federel

Eureau r:f Invegtigatian, but they were ordered nat to get

invslved directly; instead, they Lrere ts gtandby as observers.

Around this time, radia r*hich beceme onr erf the mogt popular

devices in American life, brsadcasted the ner*= af Brookerg

di=appearance. Eioon the whsle f,ounty crf Santa Clare knew abc:ut

Brsnke being kidnapped. Hany people hrere shacked and became vsry

trtfncern-
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Far the next feut day=' the Hart family cantinued ts receive
ph*lne calls demanding for the rangom. They also received a

rensetn letter sent from Sacramentc,, The kidnappers ordered Alex

Hart to psst number= in the shcw windsr'r c.f the Hartrs department

gtare eE a signal af his c*operatisn and he did. Alex was ready

to da anything they t+ished just as lcng ag he csuld have Brooke

bar k.

On November 11. 1933! Breokets wallet lreE fcund on the guard

rail trf a tanker. This discovery did nst prtrvide any clue ts

help find Brocrke, The phtrne calls were rigged by the police,

The first twq almost led to the capture of ane of the kidnappers,

but the palice got there too late. En Novenber 15, 1933, the

third rigged phone call led ttr a garage on South l{arket Street

and the police got there as the kidnapper hung up the phone. He

wes immediatelV placed under arrest,
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The Confessian

The kidnapper was identi fied to be Thomas Harsld Thurmondr a

twenty-three years nld unemployed toan. After six hsur= ctf

interrcgation, Thurmond finally confessed end named his

accomgrlice, John I'laurice Holrnesr a twenty-nine yelars old wha was

also unemployed. The police immediately traced Holmes tcr a hstel

and arrested him. The tr,rs kidnappers blamed each sther far the

crime. Finally, they related the whole story.

Hnlmes lras the one whs approached Brc:trks ntar the Hartts

department store vith a revalver. Thurnond r*as the man in the

secsnd car. After they abandoned Broskets car in I'lilpitast

Thurmnnd drove them ts the San f'lateo-Hayward Bridge. In the

trunk sf the car were Eome baling trireg and cement black=

trurchaged at a building gtore. They trrapped Brooke up with the

baling r,rires and attached him ta the cement blctcks. Hslnes took

Broskers uallet out gf his pocket. Brsoke struggled and Holmes

crushed his skull with e brick. The hit knc.cked Broske

Llnc*ntcisug. Holmeg thret* Frsskets wallet into the bay (and it

prsbably landed sn the tanker). Afterward, Thurrnond and Halmeg

threu Brtreke sver the bridge and into the shallor* mudflat= of San

Francisce Eay. l.lhen Braoke hit the r,later, he gained

ctrnscitrusness and tried ta get free. Finally he got free and

srrrern to the bridge. He grasped on one sf the bridgets trillars

and cried for help. Halmes leened over the bridge and shtrt
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severel timeg into the spot crhe,re he, thought Brooke uas to make
Eure that Brooke would not survive.

Holmes took the public transportation back to san Jose while
Thurmond drove to san Francisco to make the phone calls demanding
for a !54orsoo ransom. He also drove,to siacramento crnccr to se,nd
the ransom retter, Thurmsnd was caught on November 16 whire
making sne of thoge calrs- They confessed to the police, ..rrle

though it would be easier with him out of the uay . ss we
just bumped him of f ...

!
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The Search For the Eody

Thurmand and Hslmes r*ere put in the San Francigco city jail

while the search fnr Brsokets hody began. trn November t7,

Ertrokets tarn =hirto the baling wires, and the cement blocks were

found in the San Franci=co Eay mudflats, but the body was no

where to be seen- l'leanr'rhilen nElurs absut Brtrokets death spread

thrr:uqhout Santa Clara Eounty. On l{svember 22, Thurmond and

Hslmes Lrere sent back ts the Santa f,lara County Jail which was

behind the cnurthtruse in dauntsun San Jose. Holmes r*as put in a

cell Bn the second flsor while Thurmond was put rrn the third

flacr. On Nc,vember ?3, Alex Hart put up e rer*ard of rfSO+ to the

person who could recover Ernokets bndy.

Bn the morning af Nsvember ?6, tt+r Redwoad trity duck

hunterso Harold E. Eitephens and Leonard L. Dalve, fsund the

remaing af a dead bady abeut ane mile west of the Alarneda county

ghore and a half-mile ssuth af the 5an Franciscc Bay Bridge, At

first, they thought it was a =eale but as they g*:t clcrser, they

realized it t'res a dead body. All fresh was gone frsm the upper

trart of the bc.dy, A lscal physician and a local dentist gtudied

the body and then identified it ttr be Braoke Hart. Later, a

pathslaqist examined the b,=dy and found indentatisns in the frant

and rear t:f the skull. Later, Emig statedn

This indicated that they struck Hart trn the fsrehead
and back sf the head r.rith the butt r:f their revtrlver.
The injurieg were nct made by a brick sr building
bl*ck.
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The news of the discovery t:f Brsakets body was ncrt announced

to the public until later that day. Ersr:ketg nother hres

recuperating frsm a surgery. The newg of Brookets death placed

her ints a cgrna.
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The Lynching

Bn the morning of November 26, a snall graup t:f deputies

Lrere sent Bver ts the.iail houge because Siheriff Emiq was

expecting a protest. They r,re'rE algtr equitrped r*ith tear gas

bsmbs, Early in the merrning, a few peaple gathered in frant sf

the jail house. They qrere very friendly chatted with the

deputie= thrsugh the windsw of the sheriffts trffice. As time

el strsed, fitore snd msre people jained the "little crowd.,,

By afterner*n, the crswd had turned ints a msb sf

appraximatelY 5rOOO people, The radio stations brsadcasted the

ner.ts that a crswd had gathered at the -iail hsuge. This seemed ttr

brinq aut tncrrE! peaple. By eveningr the mob consigted nf IOIOOO

infuriated rnen? wcmenr and adole=cents. Then, r*ard got out that

Ertrnket= bedy had been fsund.

At absut 9:ffr] P.l"l. n the msb beqan tr get vialence. They

=terted tcr thrsr* rsckg at the jail hnuse. The deputies threw clne

tear qas bamb es e warning. This drove the mob wild. At First

snd 5t. Jshn streetg, a new post crffice building was under

rsnstructign and there Lrerp elenty of tiles, cement chunks, and

bricks availeble. The crowd uged therse tiles, cement chunks, and

brick= tc. thrrw at the jail hsuse, The r,rindowg sf the jail house

trere brt}ken. As the violence cantinued, the deputies threu m$re

tear qas bombs at the mob, Hany pec:pre in the crt:r*d left the

scene. Eisme determined beys betr*een the age af lB and ZS

csntinued ta thrar,r rc,ckg and bricks.
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Ey lO:{tO P.H., about fifteen tcr twenty mein carried a 9-inch

irnn pitrer which r^reighed =everal hundred pcunds, from the ptrst

affice constructisn ts use ae; a battering jam. They gmashed the

flaodlight sver the jail door. As the deputies $rerE! low cn teer

gag bombs, the crsr'rd used the irc,n pipe and kn':cked down the jail

dsor. They went ints the jail hsuse and looked fsr Thurmsnd and

Herlmes. Thurmsnd lra= trying ter hid by clinging nnto the plumbing

pipeg t:ver the toilet claset of hig cell. Unfortunately,

Thurmnndts legs hung dawn and the mob saw them. They dragged him

ciown to the flssrr but he hit his head on the tailet and became

unc{f,nscisus. Before the crowd took Thurmand out of his cell,

they prayed for Thurmondrs ssul.

Halmes tried to hide himself in the rrashrsc'm sf his cell,

but the msb caught hirn. The crowd did nnt prayed far him as they

did fc,r Thurmand. Holmes tried trr fiqht back and shnuted, "Irfli

not Htrlmes. " They didntt believe him; instead, beaten hin very

bl sc'di 1y.

The mt:b dragged the tr*s kidnaptrer-rnurderer= r:ut sf the jail

hc'use and t': Saint James Park. The mcb t':re Thurmendts rlsthes

and trlaced a naose ar*und hig neck. He did not resist very

strnnql\/ Ernce he hras unc{fnscic'us.

Htrl mes begged the crtrr*d, "Dcntt string me up, bays

Dc,nrt gtrrnll ne uF." It was ncr use fnr thg rneb placed a noose

arnund Fris neck. Upon kncwing that begging wauld not wnrk,

Halme= said, "YrE, Itm HsIrnrE." ThB crswd pulled him up, At

first, Halmes tried tt: climb the rape by using his hands, hut the
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crcr'rd Fulled at his feet. The fall brake Holmest neck

immediately. He only had his wai=t ccat on.

Thurmand died at abcrut l1:OS P,H. while Hslnes died a feu

minutes after him. The mob started ts scatter approxirnately hal f

an hour later. Eiame chipped parts of the treeg fsr scuvenir.

One er two even pulled their fingernails for souvenir.
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Eonclugion

The next day after the lynching, the city efficials werel

ordered ta tear dswn the tws sak trees frorn which Thurmond and

Halrnes wEre hunq. The lynching was nc:t mentitrned at all. As fsr

Thurmernd and HoLflrrs, they srer€ buried next ts Brotrke Harttg

greve.

The lynchinq was r;idely criticized, but the newly elected

Governor of f,alifornia, James "Sunny Jim" Rnlph, Jr., csndonsd

it. He announced publicly that he r*ould pardan anybcrdy whs trill

tre tried ar canvicted frrr this incidencep thus, there hrere ns

pro=ecutinns, Thi= brought about hig dawnfal I . I'li l l ions

assailed and excoriated him including Fresident Franklin

Rtrogevelt and ex-President Herbert Hoover. Fresident Roosevelt

rebuked rrn the radis to the whole naticrn, "l"le do nct excuse thsge

in high placEs r*htr candcrne high lar,r." The Governar was algg

csndernned b:r the Federal Csuncil gf Ehurches of f,hrist in America

and uss expelled frnm the Natienal t^lar Veterans A=sociaticln. The

Lc,= Angele= Lar^ryers Elub requested an impeachment af him, but

I ater r'ri thdrew.

The heinerus crime sf lynching wes not fcrgtrtten by thsse t*h6'

had t*itnessed it. Hany regretted for taking part in it. Sone

rven refused trr discuss sr mention about it. This event put the

wh*le city ints shane far many yearE, This event was alga the

lagt lynching in the lynchinq histary.
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