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INTRODUCTIIfN

An integral par! of any community is its churches. The

WiIlow Glen United Methodisl Church is an importanl parl of the

Willow Glen community and has served the neighborhood in several

capacilies for well over one hundred years. The W.G.U.M.C. is an

example of a neighborhood insEiEution that has survived and

prospered despiEe the many challenges a church must face such as

growlh and change.



tseginnings as a Sunday School

The Willow Glen United tlethodist Church began in the late

1860rs as a Sunday School for both adults and children. The

members of the early congregation mel for worship and stuCy in a

small Willcw GIen public schoolhouse built in 1853 on the

northwest corner of Lincoln Avenue and Malone Road. George Hare

served as superintendent of church and Sunday school at the

Methodist church, even though he was a member of the First

PresbyLerian Church. He had helped to start Methodist Sunday

School in "The Willowsr" the narne used at the time for what we

now calI Willow Glen.
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The Church's First Own Building

Due to a growing number of people aLlending Lhe Sunday

School, the church was in need of its own prcperty. Fortunately

for the congregaEion, the Reverend John Sharpe, a retired pasLor,

donaled properLy lo the church at 7L64 Li-ncoln Avenue. A small

church was erected in 1870 to 7871 by the people of the chureh on

the east side of what is now Lincoln Avenue on its 1300 block,

about a half block north of Minnesota Avenue. The church

remained lhere for lhe next forty-three years.

There were many good, dedicat.ed leaders at the church during

this time. Mr. O.C. WilLs was superintendent in 1870, and his

wife served as the church's organist. There was not a pastor at

this time on record, but two men helped with the services

regularly. These men, t"lr. Walker and Mr. Paige, were students aE

lhe College of the Pacific, then in San Jose.

In its early years, Ehe church was usually referred to as

"the ehurch in The Willows.f' The Willow GIen church was first
mentioned in the Methodist Conference minutes when A.M. Bai-ley

was appointed !o the ehurch in 1874. In L877, the church was

called "University Plaee and Willows."

G.H. McCrarken was pasLor in t877, after which no pastors

are mentioned for fifteen years. From 1871 to 1909 the ehurch

had financial problems. At one point, the property was almost

put up for sale. Various members tried to help out during this
time from t877 to L892 when the church was weakening. In lieu of

a pastor, Mr. Chitlenden served as superintendenl in 1880,

followed by Dr. C.H. Hervey. Mr. George Flernming followed as

superintendent in 1884. AfEer A.S. Coe served as superinlendent

in 1888, there was nol I Sunday School for a period of time.



The first, known pasbors, after such a Iong Liine wiLhout one,

were mentioned in a',{i1low Glen PasLoraLe as H.C. Longley in 1892

followed by C.G. Milnes in 1893. In 1895, W.A. Kennedy became

pasLor. In 1897 Henry French became pastor and served for
five years. His name was nct menLioned in records, but he was

influential and delivered strong services. The church was still

weakening at lhis time, buL Mr. French kept the church alive.

In t902 the Sunday school was revived. Then, in L908, lhe

Reverend Mahlon B. Young was appointed. He was a studenL aE lhe

College of the Paeific as Mr. Walker and Mr. Paige were before

him. Reverend Young played a key role in reestablishing the

church. Under his leadership, Lhe church was organized and

recognized as Willow Glen Church in the conference records on

February 7, 1909, Membership was twenty-nine with a Sunday

s':hool of f.Lf,Ly. The church was included in the Methodis t

Quarterly Conference Records from this time on.

While Reverend Young was there, there were so many Sunday

School students lhat a tenl was set up in the church yard fot
the boyst Sunday School. Despite all Reverend Young had done, a

more full-time person was needed for the church, and in L9I2

Charles W. Null was appointed to Willow Glen Church and became

Lhe church's first resident pastor,
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Church Damaged By Eucalyptus Tree

In 1913, renovation and addition plans to accommodate the

growing congregaEion were about to begin. Preparations for the

remodeling included fhe removal of four large eucalyptus brees.

Three of the four trees had been removed without problem, buL

when Lhe fourLh eucalyptus tree was being removed, it fell on the

church, causing irreparable damage. This slory received

considerable coverage in the Mercury on November seventh and

e ighth,

After the church was damaged, the Willow Glen schoolhouse on

the corner of Lincoln and Minnesota Avenues served as a meeting

place until a new siLe could be obtained.
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A Second Church on Lincoln

Following the disasLer brought about by the wayward

eucalyptus tree, a new church was built in L9U+ aL a cost of

$6,500. The proposed replacernent was featured in the Mercurv

with an illustraEion on November 18, 1913. Ground breaking

:eremonies were held on Novembec 25, L9L3. This new church was

buil! on the easL side of Lincoln Avenue like the previous onet

and faced Brace Avenue. It served as the only church in Willow

Glen for many years.

The first services in Ehe new church were held in the new

Sunday School rooms on ApriL L2, 1914. The building was

compleled and dedicaled on June tr 1914' by the bishop, Edwin

Ho I t Hughes . At the end o f the service , the Bi shop bapt i-zed

Frances Rae Null, the pastorfs baby daughler.

Charles Swithenbank was pasEor in 1916, when an imitalion

pipe organ was purchased and ins!a1led for $295. Following him

were Osear Smith in l9l7 and W.H. Mills in the fall of 1918.

Phineas T. Lynn was the pastor in t920 with a church membership

of eighty-five and a Sunday Sehool with seventy-seven students.

Reverend Lynn served for six years.

In !923, a Iot adjoining the church was purchased for

$1r020, and a five-room parsonage was built for $3'750 in L926.

The pasLors in the following years were faced with financial

problems including the debt of Ehe parsonage' T.H. Grimshaw was

pasLor in L927. B.F. Ray became the pastor the following year in

t928. The church started a Boy Seou! troop and renovations were

made around Lhe church such as cement steps and a sidewalk. The
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debt $ras cleared in August of 1929 and a parLy was held to
ce lebra te .

A.B. Morton became Ehe church's pasEor in L929 when

membership was at one hundred and thirty and Sunday Schcol was at

one irundred and thirty-f ive.

In 1933, the Reverend Elliot L. Fisher became pastor of Lhe

church. Reverend Fisher was a noble person and cut his own

salary to help with the current financial problems of the church.

At this time the church properly was valued aE $15,000, and the

parsonage was valued at $5,000. Reverend Fisher left in 1936 to

add tc his educaLion on lhe study of rural churches. He had

reeeived a scholarship Eo the University of Wisconsin.

Reverend J.W. Byrd was pastor after Reverend Fisher left.

Then Reverend Ezelle Cox was appointed as minisEer of bhe church

in 1940. At this time the church had grov/n to include women's

circles and youth groups, and was active in missionary work.

During Lhe Reverend Coxts lenure as pastor, many changes were

made. A new pipe organ was purchased aE the San Francisco

I^/or1d I s Fair, and new hymnals hrere purchased. There were thirty-

one new rnembers. From L947-42, the sanctuary was remodeled. The

kitchen was remodeled and the church painted.

Despite Ehe many renovaLions made, Lhe size of the church

building did not seem sufficient. It was still too small for ibs

growing congregaEion. The rapid growEh in the thirties and

forties in WiIlow Glen and surrounding areas made it necessary

to have a new, larger church.



A Bigger Church For A Growing Congregation

In 1944, during Wcrld War II, plans for a new church were

passed unanimously. The San Jose Realty Board appraised the

Lincoln property wiEhout its parsonage at $26,000. ProperLy was

subsequen!1y purchased on the souLheast corner of l/ashington, now

Newporl, and MinnesoLa Avenues for $5,350. The lot was one

hundred and thirty-five by two hundred and forLy-five fee! and

contained one small house.

In January of L946, lhe Lincoln Avenue church, not including

the parsonage, was sold for $33,500. The parsonage etas moved

from its old sile on Lincoln Avenue to the new church property.

The house at the nelr site was moved Eo property purchased on

Fuller Avenue for $1,282,25. The sale cf the house and lol on

Fuller resulEed in a net profit of $1,868.75.

With Ehese preparations nade, and the end of World War II,

buiLding plans could begin. Mr. Gifford E. Sobey was chosen as

the architect, and the Fourth Quarterly Conference approved his

building plans.

In lhe meanLime, the Reverend Ezelle Cox wroEe the following

in regard Lo his health in his ministerial report for the

Conference yeat 1945-19462

God did noL have anything to do with rny handicap but it has
required an adjustment in tempo and emphasis that has been
difficult to make. First it was pleurisy in L943 and L944
with a cough and constant low temperature, and on top of

I that t,he diagnosis that I was to be af f licted with angina
pecloris. But God has been abundantly kind to a wayward son
who has been careless in following the medical advice which
he sought, It has rneant that of ten I have not been able to
do all that I wanted to cr that some thought perhaps I
should. '

Nevertheless, the Reverend Cox was put in charge of lhe

conslruction by the architect.
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0n Sunday, June 15, 1947, ground-breaking ceremonies were

held for the church. In the ccnstruction of the new building,

the social hal1, the woinen I s parlor, and the kitchen were the

first to be completed. The social nall was used for worship

until the sancLuary could be completed.

Al the FirsE Quarberly Conference on December J, 1947, tt

was voted to conLinue building t,he church. Reverend Cox had

written a letter saying he wanted Ehe church to continue in its

plans and construcEion. Following the reading of his letler at

Lhis meeting, Lalk began about "securing another pastor, a

permanent oner oE a temporary one Eo serve until Reverend Coxts

health pernitted him to return lo Lhe pulpit."2

In L947, Reverend Cox was replaced by Reverend ChesEer Ham.

Cox renained in t.he posilion of associate minister in eharge of,

consLruction unt.il Seplember of 1948. Following the Annual

Conference in June the following year, he lefu both the Willow

Glen Church and the minislry and became Dean of Boys aE lhe Pala

School in east San Jose.

The cornerstone-laying ceremonies were held Friday, August

5r 1948, at seven o'clock p.m. for the new $135,000 church. The

eeremonies nere the start of a city-wide fund-raising drive.
Donald H. Tippett, the bishop, laid the stone. Reverend ChesLer

W. Ham, pastor, and Reyerend Ezelle C. Cox, former past.or, and

Reverend R.E. Wilson, the San Jose Distric,t Superintenden!, were
ealso present."

The cornerstone contained a Bible, a list of church

officers, a list of Lhe members of lhe building comnittee, and

other docurnenEs. The eornerstone ceremony procession starled at

the church social ha11 and included Methodist officials, church
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leaders, the choir, and Ehe Boy Scouls of Troop 25. Following

Lhe ouLdoor eeremonies were a fellowship dinner feaLuring an

address by Bishop TippeLt, a gospel hymn sing, seleclions by a

women t s chorus , wi th the Reve rend tlam as M. C.-\

A long fund-raising drive began to earn the seventy-five

Ehousand dollars still needed to make Ehe properLy debt-free.

Four hundred menrbers were albending the Sunday services in the

church social hall aE this time since it had been dedicated the
c

previous spring.' A sheet requesting building fund pledges

reminded parishioners that "for ELf.Ly years this church was the

only church in Willow Glen." An article appearing in the Mercury

News sLated that the theme of the building fund drive was

"Methodist in Name, but Community-Wide in Service."b

Reverend Ham told the Fourth Quarterly Conference on May 10t

1949, that finishing lhe sanetuary would cost $27 1084. The

church property was mortgaged, and a building fund drive held.

The hard work and goodwill of the church members finally

paid off, and on January 28r 1951, the first worship service was

held in Ehe new sanctuary. Cash donations amounted to $99r000.

At this bime membership was aL four hundred and sixty-one.

The dedication service held Sunday, February 18, 1951r hras

ccvered in the Reeorder Times. The Times staLed ttBishop Donald

H. Tippett of Ehe California-Nevada Conference held the opening

cerernonies. The Reverend Chester W. Ham held services."l

The new Minnesota ehurch contained sixteen classroorns, a

recreaEional ha11, a ladiest parlor, a kitchen, a patio, a

chapel, and, of course, the sanctuary.

The church did well in its ner.t location as Reverend Ham

stated in his ministerial report for June L95L when he wrole:
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We have finished Lhe church. IJe are achieving a reputation
in the communily as an effective church the beauty and
worship values of our new sancluary are impressing us more
and more each Sunday with the fact that Life conlains more
than Ehat which can be comprehencled only by the senses. We
have received seventy-four new members this year. Our
membership now toEals four hundred and sixty-one of whicho
three hundred and ninefy-four are in the active category. o

The church prospered as the baby boomers added to its size.

In January 1953, Lhe Sunday School attendance was two hundred,

and membership was at five hundred and sixty-eight. One hundred

and seven new members had joined in only cne and a half years.

In 1956 the pastor was Wesley Janzen. When he died in 1958,

Reverend Ronald White was appoinEed. Ralph Fellerson became

pastor in 1963.

fifty.
By L964, membership had reached nine hundred and
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Fire In Church SancEuary

In the 1950rs, Ehe church owned some properly on Meridian

Avenue by Dry Creek Road. Once again it was decided to change

the locaLion of the chureh. A building fund drive was starLed

and new plans begun. In the midst of Ehis, before construction

had sEarLed, a fire damaged the Minnesota church. The fire

occurred after service one Sunday in L966. It was sLarted when a

burning candle was Left under a pulpitr most likely by an

arsonist, as churches often are the targel for arson.

After much consideration and serious thinking, it was

decided Eo repair, remodel, and renovate the church on Minnesota

rather Ehan build a new church on Meridian. The whole church

worked together on weekends and evenings as everyone worked to

repair the fire-damaged Minnesola church. In the rneantime,

church services were held in the church social hall until the

sanctuary could be repaired.

The majority of the darnage was not caused by the f ire, but

by water damage and smoke thaL resulLed from lhe fire. The

sancluary was remodeled and the offices were enlarged. These

improvements probably would noL have been made if lhere had not

been a fire. The tragedy really pulled the people of lhe church

together as misfortune often does. The Meridian Avenue properLy

\,'ras scld when the repairs inade on the MinnesoEa church were

finally completed.
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The Church in the 1970s

I./ayne E. Williams became pastor of the church in 1973.

lfhile he was pastor, a.Victorian house on church property on

Newpor! was moved tc make space for a parking lot.

The church grounds today include a unique property called

Woodhaven which was purchased when the Meridian Avenue properly

was sold. Woodhaven is a two-story Normandy Freneh-sty1e house,

with beautiful grounds and a carriage house with living quarters

above ic. It is made primarily of brick and redwood and is

located next to lhe church on Minnesota.

Woodhaven is an enchanting place enjoyed by all Ehe churchrs

members and also used by various community service groups. A

large, multi-paned window in a rock wa11 and tile settings

containing early California history scenes add to its charm. Its
grounds contain an elaborate garden with waterfall and ponds, now

empty for the safety of the children who play there.

Woodhaven has not always belonged to the chureh, however.

It was originally built as a house for the Oliver family in t937.

A plaque on the outside of Woodhaven lists fhose who contributed

to the house building and their jobs. Tragically, in L973, Mr.

and Mrs.Oliver were killed when their cruise ship went down.

The ehurch purchased the building afLer this, and it is now used

for meet.ings and social evenls. Many weddings are alsc held in
the garden area of Woodhaven.

One of the things that makes the church so attractive are

its many stained glass windows. There are some at the church

today which were brought from the former ehurch on Lincoln

Avenue. The stained glass windows on either side of the

sancluary were acLually made of plastie because it was less
t?



expensive. It is impossible Lo 1e11, however, and they are just

as beautiful as they would have been had they been made of glass.

These windows were designed by Vance Srnart. People of Lhe church

helped with making the windows.
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The Church Today

In July of 1988 Lhe Reyerend R. Lee Hayward became pastor

and sli1l holds this position today. The church membersirip as

reported November L4, 1990, was seven hundred and seven. Worship

altendance for EasLer Sunday was bwo hundred and seventy-nine a!

Lhe 10:30 a.m. service, and one hundred and seventy-eight at the

B:30 a.rn. service. Sunday School attendance for March 31, 199L,

iras f or ty- lwo .

The church has an ac,tive senior cenLer as well as many adulL

fellowship groups such as T.G.I.F. and Primetime. The youth

group, Sunday Night Live, has a regular atlendance of about.

fifteen youth. The church-operated nursery school on Ehe grounds

has an excellent reputation and classes filled to capacily. A

Boy Scout Troop meets at the church each Thursday evening and

participales in church services every year on Boy Scout Sunday.

The choi.r aL the church is large and active. From Lime to

lime, the choir visiEs convalesceni homes. In recent years they

have presented monthly singing services on Sundays at these

convalescent homes.

The church celebrated its one hundredth anniversary a few

years ago. The members of the church are yery excited about the

programs the church offers and the community services il is
involved in such as serving rneals al the San Jose Family Shelter

and participating in FISH. The church also sponsors missionaries

and recentLy sent one member, Mrs. Ruby Goodnight, to Bolivia.
For many years the Founder's Day Parade has been held each

SepLernber in Willow Glen. The raee that is part of the

feslivities goes past Lhe church. Last year, the church decided

lo give out water in front of Ehe church to the passing runners
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as well as having a booLh on Lin:oln Avenue tc inforrn Lhe

ccmmunity abouE the church. These recruiting activities resulted

in many new members.

The church is a beautiful building on lovely grounds with

wouderful properties, all made possible by ils dedicated members.

Willow Glen United Melhodist Church has been a unique and vital

parl of t.he community since its inception, and its conEributions

continue on both a local and an international 1eve1.
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