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The histery of the “hinege community in San Jose is
a subject that ha-= Lons teen ovarlookeg ty local historians,
This lack of documented Mistory has kecoma apparent in
recent years a2s the local Chipese have tried to establish
their contribution re the Tabric and fiber of the California
and San Jose gocinal “Cone and by local historieal archaeol-
ozists who have dicecovarad remnants of the Chinese raterial
culture in their cRervations.  This has  lead them to ask
questions that hiarn;eiang Naa et ey “esun te address,

These rans in tha rehival records need to be filled
by the archacoloriat ang rhya hiztorian workinge in cooperation,
ut before the retineclorist ecar aprroach thea subject, he
needs the gita agd rrifocts with vhich to work, The purpose
of this papor in ro nuetiine 1 hrinf 1istory of the Chinese
population in 9an Jnga "nd to locate their rajor habitation
sites,

The Historical fathod wns used and an archival search
of historical dats was 1aa- 1t th~ local institutions
Mousine refererncs colleoctions,  These were the 2an Jose Srate
Library, San Joszn public likrary and California Poom and
the document coll~ction 2 the Zan Jose listorical Fuseum,

Zooks writtan on tha Tan Joza Chinega corrrunity are fow,

The major work to dape ig Chinemse Areonauts adited by “loria

Hom, Therae ar~ alnn fon archarclosical reports that Eriafly



address the history of the 1,041 Chivngm, enaral histories
about the Thincese in Ampries and California were also

consulted in ~dditon to loeco! contnwpor&q%ecords and news-

papers,

‘Durins the cid-pinetaareh century Chins andursd famine,

pestilence, wars ara political unrest, and oconomic depression

This was esprcinlle True of the southieast nrovinces that

were cut off from tha ainleand by a ridee of rucged mountains,

Thiz Fact combined with thn news of the discovery of eold

in California sparted the sraat imm

il

s

~ration of the Chinese

to the Amoricon wvanr

Althourh the Minmns cocial structure discourasad
erirration, tho man tara attractad to California as a source
of aconomic Opperrtunity to raise the standard of liviay for
their familiecs, 9~ vage rajority of the esricrants intended
to stay only lons ~-on'h o Eacomn rich and then return
to their heorelana,

Iy 1852, thers woavs 11,700 Chinese in California,
employ=d mainlv in th~ cold finlds hut also findine worlk

1
as lavndrymen, "nurne aorvants and cooks, A

4]

the worl in

the mines drcrancad the Chinecce fonnd a ready rarlet for
their labors in th- expacdine cconory of the voune and
growing state, e binrdworiting Chinege went 0 work on the
railroads a:d cthar oahklic rnajects, in the factories and in
agriculture,

In the ~anrly venrvs of Chinesge immirration the 3Santa

Clara Valleyr held Vipels attraction, The fow Chinese in
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Ut in grite f tha inualishle faryice:s tha Chinese
population provided durineg rhig period, theen was a distrust
and intolerance Asuslaring rifhin the wvhite community,
Durins the 15703, Colifornisa suffered economic debression
resulting in vid~spread unemolovment for tha latorin=
classes, Tha Chincae woere villine to worl ar “ny goantal
. 14 s <
job for low rra-es, Inozditiop, he was verv visible,

differant in custar, aporarance and lancuaece, de bac

T

{H)
3

the scape~oat fnr the ~ennonic problems of the times,l5
The “rowine nmutexs;r 2 2inst rhe harSarous hosthed rade it
politically advantacacuns to favor Thincse exclusion and
controls, resultine in laws ancd lesislation limitine

Chinese fre-fnare 2572 tanin- Chetir income.

e Chinecse ~tritide tavard the prevailine conditiors

was ona of foreheorainees sinces his stay in ‘merica was only

temporary, thre il literate Tabkarer 2idn't nnderstand the
American syster or the Japcunecns and depended upon the

~

Chinese merchant eclass to et as hie nrotection from anAd

his liason with +ha Cmvienginn worle Thinatown hecare Aan

insulatine huffor frav o ntierhines Mostilities, but it

was alsn a =squren of Fellomhip and esconomic and social

16
Services,

Little i< ltnovn sbhout thn early settlerent patterns

of the Chinese in Iaq Joge [he ZSan Jose Jeakly 'ercury

reports the destruction of the Chinese quarters by fire in
Janvary of 1970, Thir eariy comrunity was located at

Harket and Ian Ferpoards Ttennta, Mea article indicates

that the Chiness raction s considered a nuisance by many
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but chastizes tha {iwomnn fare thair lack of enthusiasm in

19

the performance of their AQasiog "y februarvy 1270, the
Paper reports:

... 0ur Thinemse population hag moved since the fire
Lo quarters cn Yine Ttraeat on the Cuadalupe Piver
south of lantz Clara Ztrost, Thay 1ave erected

Some dozen wtoodan buildinees and ars cettine mads fo ot
up house Meopin-s 2 Trer the most approved Mencolian
methods 1o

In March sizty rore frame tensments wore beine built b
w4 {

the Chinese in this lecation,’ he 1872 map of San Jose

idicates a Joos douto, the conter of Chinese worship, was

)
located at Locust ~aa Cawil drreots near the river.“l The

Joss ouse ‘g moually locatad in the midst of a thriving

. . . a0
Chinese distrijict <%

=

In April of this game woar, the newspanper annoaunnand
” 2 L b

that the "bhuarne dictrict ) latalv cccupiad by the Chinese,
had bean leaces by tha riapristor of a waealthy San Frandsco

Chineso cumpany For ran vaars 3 It is at this location

-

that the most well I'nawn of the ~arly Zan Jose Chinatouns
developed, s i conacious of the danra of fire and

backed by 3an frascisen roney, five brick buildines and

Ah Foolt's Chinase Ihonter o Ruilt at the intersection

of Martet and Zan Sornando Ttvants, This area becamne known

7 h

as- the "Driclt Chintraun, ns 2y 1284 the Vine Street China-

o

town had dicnneared  the only remnant being a Chinese washe

1

house facine~ an Farnando at YVine The Market Street China-

town had spread to ancompas

25

® thrn entirs block facine the

.

Flaza

“y the 1%7%03s the dsintorm business district was becinding
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commencad plong o badild the metr 23t hall o in the certer
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Two compatine sitas wer: chosen for the new Chinatown
and verns bullt simnltancously. The first site, located
north of Tavlor Ttrant on tha fuadalupe Tiver, was leased

- M . . .
by Ah Foolr for ten wvanrs 7t This loecation 15 chmmonly

refarred to on the Vianlen | ills Chinatown" due te thoe
pro¥icity of ths .ills at !obson and 3an iedro Streets 0

Several raferancen callad rhig apaa b ir Jim's Chinatown, "

Blg Jim was ora of “bha venlthingt and mo<t Influencial
Chinese on th> Daeific Coazs, ‘o nrected a frult cannery
at this sitr iah ~rnloyed tmndreds of Chinese, Due to
a conflict hnetiiion pival Tactinne that lead to Bic Jim's
vithdrawal ana subnaonent —aturn tn China, the carnery was

2
closed aftrr nnvsral ganpg W0

,

The i of the oo e Chinntown wis located between

Fifth and Sevonth Sfpeapg aea faylor and Jackson on land
leasad from John ~inlen.  Thia rrepom! site caused quite
a furor arons tha nesrbs ohite mxi rhtors

. but ileinlen

stubboraly irhstand rhno ansor af these prople and built
. - . . 37

brick ®nameonts vith nranenr sevar and waterlines for 330,000,
4s the Yoolen "ills Chin~rown went into decline, the residents
moverd into deinlenvilla, az ir bears tnown The 3an Fedro
buildinzs wera orres, coorale e Ynd and the ares vas
Leveled by 1902,

In its hayday, ‘einleavill © housed 4000 Chineso and

was The larrest Ohipoes- coprunity in California ocutside

of Tan Trancisco,  rine the carly twentisthy cnntopry it
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