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Introduction

This neport will explore the development and changes of the fruit
and nut industry in Santa (lara Valley from 1777 o the present. [t
will show the impact of present day land development on 2his indusirny.
12 will identify the Valley's main fauit and nut crops and the majon
problems that are associated with them. The histony of the agniculiural
dabor force is also a key facton in the development of this indusiry and
it will also be examined,

This repont includes charts and pictures o provide a visual insight
into the different periods discussed.




In January of 1777, Mission Santa (lara de Asis was established, and
November of the same yearn Pueblo de San Jose de Guadalupe, now he city
of San Jose, was also establioshed, Today these Hwo spois are considened
the area inwhich Santa (Lara Valley agricultune stanted. At that time,
(alifornia settlens were dependent upon lexico fon foodstuffs. There
was a great need to establish a docal supply of grains, beefl (hide),
vegetables, and fruits, thus the main purpose of setiing-up these plois
was to promote agriculture in the province, 40 it would become mone self-
supporing  and no donger dependent upon liexico for aupples.

tardy misaion agriculiure centered around. planting staple crops that
consisted of varying mixturnes of wheai, maize, and barley. FPear, olive
and other fruit irees, grape vines, garden vegetable seeds, and flowering
plants were aldo brought up with the grains from Mexico to use in he
missions and pueblos,

As early as (792, Mission Santa (lara had a small onchard of apples,
peaches, peans, apricots and olive irees. By (800 an ample amount of
truidy, of various kinds, was grown to supply the needs of the mission
and. pueblo settlements, and by (805 mone fruit was grown than could be
disposed of in its natunal state,’

By 1815 most missions had completed an irrigation sysiem in ne-
sponse to the semianid climate and %o a series of earliern devisiating
droughts, W th an access Zo a constant water supply, missions were able
Zo expand and intensity cultivation of fruit trees and vegetables, and
subsitantially inérease wheat and maize yields. The first widespread

!Santa (lara (ounty Apnicultune (ommissionen's Office, The Develop-
7en,t j{ Agriculture and Honticulture in Santa (lara (ounty, (alifornia,
Lile




innigation in the American period was in 1851, when a group of llorman
settlens bought 35,509 acnes of land in what is now called San Leanandino.
Within four yeans they had 4,000 acres under irrigation. fowever, in
(857, they sodd the land and returned o Utah, but the innigation systen
they consiructed stidl nemains in wse to his day.

Around. 1875, in the western hills of Los Gatos, growing fruit with-
out irnigation was iniroduced in elevations nanging Lrom 400 Zo (200
Leet, The rainfall was adequate and water drainage provided. protection
against all but the most sevene killing frosts. (This "wammbelt" be-
came one of the world's choicest onchard docations.)

In 183, because of the secularization of church properties, the
mission onchards were being neglected and wene deterionating very rapidly.
However, Gringos here and there stanted o neplanit some of the mission's
trees, thus saving Santa (lara Valley Agniculture,

The year 1855 could properly be assigned as the year in which he
fruit indusiny on a commencial scale began in #his va,L[ey.Z In this yean
a frenchman, Louis Pellier, asked his brother Pierre to bring a number
of prune scions from his home disirict of Agen, France o his nurseny
near San Jose, Although, since that date quite a number of varieties
of prunes have been iniroduced and propagated in (alifornia, ihe originel
Pellier Prune, later named the "Petit Prune D'Agen,” has been and is #o-
day the great commencial prune of this siate,

During the Godd Rush a vas migration of goldseekerns created a
state of miners, iraders and businessman, but not farmers. 1% also
created insitant cities, such as San Francisco, and as early as the 18504

“Santa (Lana County Aonicultune (onmissionern’s Office, The levelop-
ment of Aoriculture and Honticulture in Santa (larna (ounty, (alifornia,
(tile)




California's population was mone heavily concentrated in cities and
tounas than was the case in mosit other states., UDuning the Godd Rush, then
agriculture grew not as a self-sufficient way of Life, but as a prosper-
ous, commencial enterprise to feed the increasing rumbens of minens and
city-dvellens, By the early 18708, agriculiure had surpassed mining

as the siate's biggest business, a position it has held ever aince,

In the (570's, grains gave way %o the fruit and vegetable indusiny
chiefly because it was found to be mone profitable to grow these Zypes
of crops. By 1889, the county had 1,590,860 bearing fmuit irees, 1%
became ihe deading county in #he production of punes, apricots, peans,
cherries, and grapes.

Becawse of rich s0ils, mild climates, and an abundance of waten,
agriculure continued 4o expand and prosper. By the second World Wan,
Santa (lara Valley became known as the "Prune Bowd" of #he nation and

Following World War 11, people from all parts of the United Sitates
moved wes into (alifornia in unprecedented numbers, These people in-
creased the demand for fruits and vegetables, however at the same Zime
demanded homes fon shelter and accelerated the growth of different in-
dusiries, agriculturnal land was sold o meet these demands., Unfortunate-
Ly, the development of the land was not an orderly scheme and farmens
often found themselves facing housing projects on one or mone sides,
Because of this, complications soon arose such as rising #axes and an
inability to properly ireat some acreages against agniculitural pesis,

loday, ondy 270,000 acres in Santa (lara \ounty are planted in fruits
(and. vegetables or grazed by cows and honses). That's only 33 pencent
of a wunty that 30 years ago wsed o be agriculiural land as far as




. the eye could see,”
FAlicia C. Shepard, "Farming in an Urban Valley, " The MMercurny News,
‘ ( Februany 22, 1984), ( Lile)



Picture from the past

Before the rapid growth of the defense and
electronics industries in the Santa Clara
Valley, the growing, drying and packing of
fruit was a major business. Cupertino’s John
Leonard Family, whose son Burrell is one of
the major partners in Vallco Park, owned

approximately 100 acres near Homestead
and Wolfe roads. The Leonard dehydrating
operation eventually became one of the most
flexible in the valley. This photo circa 1930,
courtesy of the California History Center at
De Anza College.
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An ideal climate, rich deep alluvia 4s0ils, water and a growing local
manket ded o intensive utilization of agnicultural lands. But as crop
volume skyrocketed so did production costs, This led to close crop man-
agement, which continued smaller Land, /Loa(di.ny.v.# As a result, certain
crops were favoned by the growens in this area: prunes, pears, apricois,
walnuts and grapes, in addition to vegetables and seeds, By 1930, 55
percent o){Az‘fLe crop dand in Santa (Aara Valley was onchards and the valley
had become wondd famous, Apricots and prunes wee the dominant caop,
/zowevcyz'7 thene were several oihen crops that prospened: c/ze/méw; pears,
grapes, walnuts, almonds, peaches, and oranges.

12 is thought #hat apricots oniginated in an (wrasian area near
the (aucasus lNountains and easterly into (hina. Howeven, the state’s
present commeréial varieties came {rom f@w and (ngland,  Apricozs
thrive best in deep s0il of the Santa (lara Valley, where they are in-
nrigated. In the Lighter s0ils of the foothills, apricots are grown with-
out the aid of innigation. Ury dand onchards annually produce an aven-
age of three o foun Fons per-acre; irnigated onchands will produce on
the average of eight to twelve Zons per acre. There are several varieties
of apricois that are grown: Moonpark, Alameda, Hemskink, Blenheim, and
[ilton, The NNoorpark, Alameda, and Hemohirk were grown. forn thein large
size and godden colon as a dried fruit, The Tilton variely has never
heen groun extensively in the county. It is generally considened of

*Jim (hoate, "Oun Valley of Heant's Delight!", (file)
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pooren quality than the Blenheim, 1% has been wsed mone extensively in
the intenion valleys. Onchandiois perfer to grow the Blenheim variety
of apricot because of its prolific bearning qualiiies and. because it is
considered the best for canning punposes and fresh shipment, DBy fan he
greatest acreage is planted to the Blenheim vaniety. Being a delicate
trit, apricots are suceptible o frosta and to nains when he frui i
just stanting o form on has necently fommed, Almost every season thene
is some damage to the crop from one orn boih of these causes. The fruit
is also subject o severodamage from excess codd on heat, In gene/wl,
the #nees come into bearing around. the fifth yean, but full production
will not be reached until around the tenth year. When cannery prices
were good. and there was a demand for the faunit, it was sold Zo ihe can-
neries, When cannery prices wene dow, a large percentage of the fruit
was dried, Before the apricots hit the manket they were finat cut in
half, pitted, spread on irays, then sulfured and placed in the drying
yard. to sun dry. Usually the onchandisais hired school children along
with a few elders placed in sirategic positions to make sure apricois
went on the irays not in stomachs. The wonkers were paid 8¢ a box,
The industry in Santa (lara County neached its peak during the mid (9%0s
with neardy 20,000 acres devoted Zo these delectable fruits. loday,
California deads the nation in production of apricois, by suppling
97 percent of the total apricot output,

The Gold Rush period saw the arrival of prunes. Louis Pellien,
a French miner found selling fruit mone profitable than mining gold.
In (856 #he later famous Prune D'Agen, a varieiy grown in the Agen dis-
tnict of southwest France, was brought over by Louis' brother, Fierre.
Here Louis selected the best root stock, mainly wild plum, #o produce

the finat (alifornia~grown prunes, This manked ihe beginning of the
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puune industny of the Santa (lara Valley, At finaty, ol of the prunes
were sold fresh, however, by 1868 the commencial potential of prune
drying in (alifornia was nealized by pioneer onchardists Ballou and
larleton, By (890, prunes wene growing on 90,000 acres, 1% is believed
that most of the trees in Santa (lara Valley are from Pellier's oniginal
cuttings, In the 19308, 83 pencent of the 4,791 fanms in the valley
were raising prunes and the county made up 42 pencent of the atate's
total prune acreage, In 1945 the ioial state prune acreage was 40, (75
of which 57,83 acres on about 40 percent were in Santa (lara (ounty.

In 1951 Zhe total value was 515,0(3,000; this amount was received from
a total of 45,0/0 Zons of dried prunes which was produced on only 33,000
acres.” loday, (alifornia provides all #he nations oupply of the prune
output, In 1977, a diving memonial to the 2anta (Lara Valley prune and
Zo the man who brought it here was completed. The Pelliern Park contains
dwendy-one prune irees and five pear irees in a small onchard setting
surrounded by an adobe brick and wrought inon fence, lhe site of the
park is also the site where Louis Pelliern's nursery once stvod,

In the Santa (lara Valley, ihe s0il and climate conditions fon ihe
cherry tnee were almost perfect making this area one of iwo centers fon
California’s cherny industry. (hearies became one of the major crops
gnoun. in Santa (lara (ounty because they genenally broughit the gneatest
gross retunns o the growens, Ao late a 195%, cherries were the thind
danges production indusiny valued at #4,929, 100, Although, by 1950,
there were ondy 73 acres sl being harvested which brought in only
51,017,500 in /zevenue.6

5---, C‘E&i&”‘w University, Aoniculture (xtension Service~ 200
years of Agniculture in Santa (lana County, 1777-1977, '

6C.0. Howe (Agnicultunal (ommissioner), 1980 Aonicultunal (rop Re=
pont: _(ounty of Santa (lana, (file)
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Chart /. Bearing, Non-Bearing Acreage and Total
Production of Cherries in Santa Clara County, 1945-1977.

12 is thought that Zhe pear ree was brought #o the missions shortly
after (769, Some of the oniginal trees can s#dl be seen at mission sites,
Santa (lara (ouniy was often called the "eradle” of (alifonnia’s lange
pear indusing.! Moot of the industry was docated in the nonthern section
of the county, At lirsi, the indusiry imported a hodge podge of rooZ
socks from the eastern pant of the United Siates. Then later, the in-
dusiny turned towand nootstock from France and the dwarf quince nootsiock.

7 -——, (alifornia University, Agriculture (xiension Service-200
years of Aoriculture in Santa (lara (ounty, (777-1977




By 1915, he indusiny was well established when a newer oriental or
Serotina rootsiock was available, Since the late 19205, the indusiny

has wsed the Domestic French nootstock, The Santa (lara (ounty has both
winder and fall varieties, In the fall, the Lartlett and the flarndy are
groun, These two varieties go almosit exclusively to processing firma,
The winter vanieties ((omice, Bose, D"Anjou,and Nelis) are sent to fresh
market on are uililized for seasonal gift packages, (ver a aix-year per-
iod (1956-1961) all pears in ihe valley showed an average production of
/1.9 Hons per acre; some will average (8 tons per acre, and a few will
exceed 30 tons, In 1950, there were only 939 acres hanvesited in Sania
(Lara (ounty, where as in (951 there was 6,803. loday, Zhe pear indusiry
brings in less than 872,000 in nevenue, a year.
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Walnuts wene indroduced o the missions during he Spanish period.
A few groves were establiched duning the 19h century, but it was noi
untid 1912 when the (alifornia Walnut Grower's Association was ongainized
that the industny began to expand. The walnut requires good, deep, well
drained s0ils, favorable climates and an abundance of water, The main
vaniety that is grown in (alifornia is the Persian Waluit, 1% has been
grown in nearly every county in the state, However, the main walnut
groun in Santa (Aara (ounty is the (pglish Walnut and the Black Walnut,
In 1980, there wene 2,05/ acres harvesied, which brought in a #otal neve-
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T he Waine

THE WORLD’S FINEST white
wine grape is vinified at
Congress Springs in oak barrels
and in stainless steel tanks.
Varietally fragrant in its youth
with the scent of ripe fruit, it is
fresh and zesty. Chardonnay
will mellow with age into the
soft, buttery, and multi-flavored

wine prized by generations of

wine lovers. Allow two years in
the bottle for peak
development.

PRODUCED & BOTTLED BY CONGRESS SPRINGS VINEYARDS, SARATOGA, CA

congiess Springs

1982
Santa Clara County

CHARDONNAY

T he Winery

CONGRESS SPRINGS is a
small premium winery
dedicated to quality. Itis located
50 miles south of San Francisco
and 30 miles inland from the
Pacific Ocean in the beautiful
redwood-forested Santa Cruz
Mountains. Originally
established in the 1890s, the
winery specializes in fine wines
which will complement food.
Visitors are welcome for tours,
tastings and sales on weekends
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BW 4766 ALC. 12.7% BY VOL.

1980 SANTA CRUZ MTNS .

| CABERRNET SAUVIGH

\

PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY
MARTIN RAY, SARATOGA, CALIFORNIA
BONDED WINERY NO. 4399 ALCOHOL 13'%2°

CHENIN BLANC

MONTEREY COUNTY

SARATOGA CELLARS

PRODUCED AND BOTTLED IN SARATOGA CA.

BY KATHRYN KENNEDY WINERY + ALC. 12.5% BY VOL.
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California Viticdture finst stanted in 1769, when Spanish (onquist~
adores planted ithe firsi vines in the newly founded San Diego Mission.
Vines were also planted at the Santa (lara Mission afiter its founding
in 1777. Private commercial planting sianted before the Gold Rush, but
it gained populanity duning that time. Although Pierre Pellier is well
knoun for bringing #he firs French prune o this area he is also knoun
for bringing over the first commencial grape vines from France in (849,
Grapes can be groun in a wide vaniety of s0ils and under a wide vaniety
of moisture conditions. There ane many vineyards in this area which
were planted at the turn of the centurny and are s#ill producing, Al-
though, under mosit situations ithe economic productive Llife of a vine-
yard is estimated at around thirty yearns. Anong the oldest vineyards in
Santa (Lara (ounty are the Almaden Vineyards founded by (iienne Thee and
the Minassou Vineyards in the (vergreen lisinict, The llirassou Vine- -
yarda are operated by £, A, and N, (. Mirassou, fourth generation wine
growerns; their great-grandfather, Pieane Pellier, stanted the vineyand
in (853, DBecause vineyand Zasks are widely separated in Zime, it is
difficult for gnrape growens #o have enough pemmanent trained help on hand
when needed, In early yeans, vineyardisits nequined "outside” labon at
prunirng. and at the time of harvesit, Today, many of the grape growens
are using machines o do most of the picking; it is cutting down on labor
expences and saving wonk-time. (Une of the largest areas of production
of grapes and the manufaciture of wines in the late (8004 was (upertino.
However, grape acreage gradually tapered off after 1900, when prune,
apricot, cherry and peach oncharda began o supersede viticulture, To-
day Napa and Sonoma are known as prize wine=producing areas, howevenr,
more wine is made from grapes groun in Santa (lara (ounty ithan in Napa
and. Sonoma. combined, (ven including Mendocine (ounty and the Livermore
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Valley with Napa and Sonoma, the San Jose area wineries sl out pro-
duce them all.? Anothen branch of the grape business panallels. ihe
wine indusiny, In 1872, for the first time "dried grapes” on naising
as they are now called, wene produced. in commerciod quantiiies. lhe
naisin production was only at aix fons in 1872, By 1580, it was up to
750 Zons. In 1890, 19,000 Zons were produced, and at the urn of the
centuny 47,000 tons were produced. By (900, 43 percent of all grapes
produced. in the state wene made into raisins while only 53 percent were
convented into wine and brandy, Today, (alifornia leads Zhe naiion in
production of grapes by suppling 91 percent of the toial grape output,
Although Santa (lara Valley is not an "apple valley"” there were
some varieties that made their way into the onchards, Une of these was
called the "Shinner”, named afier Judge Henny Skinnen, who'in (850 brought
the seeds across the plains to this valley. loday Skinner stock is very
scance, however, it can still be located in some of ithe large rursenies
In 1978, (alifornia's Zoial production nevenue for fruits and nuts
was B1,540,212,957; the largest total of any state in the nation, Sania
Clara County contributed $105,678,800 of he total,’”

VPl Gillette, "Santa (lara Valley is unheralded Home of Big Wineries”,
San Jose llercury News, (February 15, (1984), pg (7F

/0——--, "honicwlture Production of the 32 (ounty Anea in Nonthern
(alitornia aerved. by the wStockton Agniculiune xpo." (1978), (file)
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The largest causes of loss in the fruit and nut indusiny are insects
\and a darge assontment of diseases. These cause millions of dodlars in
dosses each yean.

Cne of the many insects that can destroy an oncharnd is he codling
moth, This ‘uropean emigrant firsi appeaned in the United States in (319
and 53 years dater in 1972 it had apparently immigrated to (alifornia.
The moh larvae affect apples, peans, and walnuts, by entering zhe fruit
wsually through the calyx end of the apple on pear. Un walnuts, they
prefer the spoi where two walnuts touch. UDamage comes when the larvae
make entry and exit holes in the fruit, Fresh eniries can be ideniified
by a Light tan-codon pile of frass, If a larva dies after penetrating
the skin a shont distance, this shallow injury is called a oting, A
darva that maturnes will deave the fruit through an exit hole in the side,
A full grown larva will spend the winter in a Zough silk cocoon under the
doose bark on the runk and Limbs, iree conteches and shelitered places
on the ground., In the pasit, packing houses and cannery storehouses wene
good sounces of infestations; ithe larvae would spin #heir cocoons in the
fruit boxes, In mid-spring, the ovemviniering larva changes into a brown
pupa, and the firnst moith emenges in Apnil and May, depending on weather
and locality. The forewings are brown, crossed with predominantly wavy
gray bands. At the Zip of each forewing is a coppery itinged dark brown
band. This band readily serves to disiinguish the codling mozh from
other moths found in the ornchard,

An insect, that nearly killed most of ithe grape vines in the late
(8800 and early 18904, was the Phylloxera vitifolize on the Grape

/3
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phylloxera, This small insect has a greenish Zink and ios classed with
aphids on closely nelated groups. The fertilized eggs ane laid on Leaves
and hatch into wingless panthenogenetic atem mothers, lhese then develop
in the leaf, and produce galls. The stem mothers produce a generation
of winged panthenogentic females, which in #urn produce a generation of
sexually perfect males and females, These mate and produce a generation
of stem ﬁv#ww, and the system sianits over again,

Fire blight is a bacterial disease caused by (nwinia amylovora.

This disease alfects peans, pyracantha, and loquats, Branches may be
killed 40 quickly that the dead leaves fail to drop off and soon become
tan-codoned, #hus appearing as though a fire had sconched hem, This
appearance of injuny by fire gave the disease its name of fire blight.
It is diflicult %o eradicate on even controd this disease because it is
highly contagious. It can be spread not ondy by insects but also by the
#o0ls used to cut off the diseased branches, Fire blight became an
epidemic in the San Joaquin Valley in (900 and within two years had des-
Znoyed the pear indusiry in that area.

The Stubborn disease in citrus is caused by the very minute bacterium

Spiroplasma ciini. The disease is carnied from iree o iree by Leaf
hoppers, which feed on the sap of the tender young leaves and sZems.
This disease affects mosit commencial citrus including oranges and grape-
truits, but it wually does not affect lemons, 1% stunts the trees and
cawses the fruit to be smaller in size and of poor Havor. The Siubborn
disease was firs discovered nearn Redlands in (9/5.

A viral disease, dong known in other couninies, was first recognized
as being in the United States in (alifornia in (939, In its spectaculan
form, a iree may die during one hot day. In the other fomm of the dis-
ease, he iree may linger fon yearns producing veny little, [his disease




5

affects maindy oranges, especially those that are budding into sour orange
roots, Oranges budding into aweet orange roots show no symptoms of the
disease, but may harbor the virws, The vinus which carries he disease
is carnied from iree Zo iree by plant lice which feed on the sap of the
tender young deaves and stems.

Although smog can not be labeled as a disease, it also causes much
damage %o all crops. Vines, fon example, suffer deaf injury from phodo-
chemical smog and tend to produce grapes lower in qualily and fewer in
rumber.  In (960, the Statewide Airn Pollution Reseanch (enter began a
atudy on the effect of smog on the citnus indusitry. The resulis of using
Liltered air showed that one-third more lemons are produced in clean air
than in smog conditions, and the oiudy on navel oranges showed that
twice as much fruit was produced in clean ain,
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lhe need forn labor varies from monith Zo month, and year Zo year, be-
cauwse of he lange variety of agriculiture in the valley. UOurning he
peak periods, of harvesting, pruning and thinning, the labon can be draun
trom four basic groups by the fawms; 1) year-nound. on~farm pe/;Aona,(, (2)
Local farm dabon, (3) itinenant farm daborers, and (%) foneign coniract
wonkens, ! Usually the farmens and thein families do much of the yean-
nound. work, which consists of eultivating, irnigating, and spraying.
In addition %o the fawmer, there are some yearn-nound domestic wonkens
who are skilled is specific tasks on in the operation of the farm equip-
men,

lhere is a high proporiion of local temporary farm workers, Many of
these people depend upon ihe seasonal farm wonk, which is scarce in the
winter months, Some will travel from one farm to another, living there
untid the wonrk is finished, Local workers residing in the county make up
about 40 percent of the domestic toal in July and AugesZ, 3

The itinerant famnm dabor force is comprised of both intrasitate and
interstate wonkers., Initrasiate wonkers are residents elsavhere in the
state who come Zo the county fon seasonal work, Intersiate workers are
those that neside in anothen state and come fo the county fon seasonal
work., Togethen they make-up 30 percent of the needed labor, particularly
during zhe harvest months of July and Augest,

N-——-, (alifornia University, Aoriculture (xiension Service- 200
years of Agpiculiture in Aanta (lara (ounty, (777-1977, pgl2-13

2the yean 1963

6
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‘ Foreign contract wonkers can ondy be used #o supplement domesiic
wonkens, not to neplace them, They make-up a very small percentage of
the dabon fonce,

Utilization of Aoricultural Labor Fonce in Santa (lara Valley
80—

it .»‘3'-‘&;@‘[—:,
(B Sl NS Ll e e L SR

The Najority of the dabor fonce in the past was Hispanic, Between
1920 %o 1930, the Mexican population in the state increased fourfold.

‘ However, when llexican immigranits became limited on a quoia basis, grawers
imponted some 30,000 Filipino laborers, Besides these workens from the
Philippine Lslands and fexico, wonkens from Japan, India, and (hina came
here Zo start a new life and wonk in the fields.

In the early 1900's, because of the degrading living eonditions of
the fanm wonkers who helpesl at hanvest iime, he Indusirial Wonkers of
the Wonld (1.MW.10.) began rying #o onganize dabor unions for the farm
hands,

Cne of the major aims of the IW.W. was o neduce the dong work houra,
increase the dow pay, and o improve the deplonable living conditions in
the camps and #o organize a union for the seasonal wonkers.

When zhe IW.W. attempted to obtain these freedoms, it led fo the
Wheatland Hops riots of 1913 in the Sacramento Valley, Richard Dursi,

' the dargest employern of labon, had 2,800 hop pickers camped on a ireeless
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hill, housing and sanitation conditions were undescribable, here was no
water within a mide of camp, and only fourn small outdoon toilets wene
available forn the group, When an I.W.W. onganizer called a mass meeting
o protest the conditions, the Yuba (ounty Sheriff and Distnict Ationney
came with a posse Lo break it up, Howeven, this led %o a riot, [hree
people including the Disinict Attorney wene hilled and the Sheriff was
kicked unconscious. Soon the posse was fonced to withdraw; the day afier
Governer Hiram Johnson aent state troops in o nestone onden. lhis in-
cident called attention to conditions under which (alifornia's agri-
cuditural daborers Lived. Becawse of #his, ithe siate governer created a
commiasion on Imnigration and Housing fon the sole purpose of AM
Living conditions in the migratony wonk camps, Subsequently, conditions
improved, however he commission was hampened because of "lack of power”.

In (917, at the time of the Russian Revolution, members of the
LW, were referred 2o as "wobblies” and wene considered by some Zo be
Communiszts, With the fean of (ommuniom spreading #hroughout ithe United
States, many LW, onganizens wene iried; 264 were inied out of 504,
There were 128 people who wene sent #o San Quentin for Zerms ranging
from | yearn o (% yeans.

Problems of the migratory farm wonkers became acute, following the
Konean War, (1953) The demand fon the migratony wonker continued o be
high in spite of the mechanization of agriculture, However, wages re-
mained dow, This caused other problems o grow; subsiandard housing,
impropen diet, and poon education fon the children of the migranis. In
the early 60's, the most publicized effont at unionizing farm wonkers
was led by (esar (havez and his United Famn Workers Unganizing (ommittee,
(UFW.0.C.). He sought o onganize grape growers of the (entnal Valley,
particularly in the Delano arnea. In (965, (havez called a majon sinike
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against the grape growens of. the Uelano area; he wonkers won some con~
cessions, By (968, ithe majorn growerns necognized the union. However,
despite the effonts being made on both sides, ithe problems of labor are
far from over, Workerns claim that they are underpaid and unable to main-
Zain a reasonable siandard of living in #he face of constantly rising
prices, At the same time, growens contend they are themselves caught

up in a spiral of rising production, labor, and land costs while the
income. from their operations nemains ai a relatively unchanged Level,??

Forn the finst time in dabon histony, agriculiture workens were being
undonized; an important resulit of the fawn worker's efforts, Since the
problem of migratony farm workens are the same across the nation, the
results achieved in (alifornia could be used as a base for solutions
throughout #he countny.

Agriculture continues to employ far mone workers than any other
dndusiry in the state, despite the attention that high technology, air-
eraft and missle indusinies ane atinacting., er # million people wonk
on (alifornia farms., Another million and a half work on agricultune's
allied industrical? The industry employs more people and invesis mone
money per job than avy othen, &

{5, Bicentennial (dition: (alifonnia Yeanbook, (La Verne, (a.:
(California Almanac (ompany, 19757, pg 152.

K06 R e onond WO, (aliforaie Coitiawsraies; Mojon Losises in B8
Histony of the State, (Glenview, Illinois: Scott, Foresman, and (Company,
1968), pg 220-232.
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In 1842, Juan B, Alvanado granted Francisco (sirada a sireich of
dand north of ¢l (amino Real, a good six miles from just north of (astro
Station o the Launence Station Road, It took in mosi of today's Sunny-
vale and lountain View area, It was known to travelerns as Pastoria
De Las Borregas, (Fahmatoh-nee'~ah day lahs Bohrray'~gahs), translated
it means "twe lambs Pasture”, It was also known as Refugio, (Ray-foo'
hee-0), meaning Refuge. I¢'s claimants were Mantin Murphy Jn. and Neriano
Casirno who owned 4,89% and 4, 172 acres respectively, In the days of he
Ol San Francisco-San Jose Raidroad (ompany, Nartin lurphy Jr.'s protion
was called Munphy's dtation. From 1898 2o (901, it's post office was
called (peinal and on Manch 24, (901 it became Sunngvale; it was in-
conporated unden that name on December 2%, 1912, Becawse of the rich
fertile land, Sunnyvale was one the best areas to grow chenries, apricois,
and. prunes,

Between the moundains and the bay, eleven miles fnom San Jose, is
siluated the toun of Mountain View, This city is within the thermal beld,
which sdarts in the exireme nonthwestern corner of the county and covens
a atrip of land several miles in widith from San Francisco Bay to the foot-
hills near Saratoga, and then o the mouth of the canyon at Los Gatos.
Within #his belt, fruits seem to acquire a very rich flavon and ripen
eardy. This is one of the neasons why apricois and peaches grew nreadidy
here, Some of the most profitable onchards are located in on nean
lountain View, however most of the ternitony was largely devoted o viti-
cltune; mostly in the fooithills,
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In 1849, Louis Pellier came to San Jose, He sianted out being a
minen, but found it unprofitable, 40 he sianted a rursery on San Pedro
Street called Pellier's Ganden. In 185, his brother, Pienre, brought,
Lrom his home in France, noostock from wild plums. Here Louis planied
and. improved. the quality of the prune. His prune was noi accepted ai
Linat; it was later populanized by John Rock, also a piloneen nurseryman.

Santa (lara Valley's onchard era owed much 4o Luther Bunbank fon
his impuovement of many varieties of fruits and his developmeni of naw
varietiea, In 1875, Luthen anrived in Santa Rosa where he decided his
was "the chosen spot of all the eanth” Zo continue his work of plant
breeding, After wo yeans of frugal living, he was able to establish
his own nursery. 1 became known as the world-famed Luther Bunbank
¢(xpenimental Garden, If he had kept the nursery he would have become
rich, however his firsi love was plant experimentation, 40 he sold the
nunsery in 1893, lore than 600 hybnidizations, the plumcot and the
Santa Rosa plum, along with many varieties of apples, prunes cherries,
nuts, vegetables, noses, and other flowens, were developed in his Santa
Rosa gandens, His expenimenis were said o have numbered well over
100,000, Luthen Burbank lies buried unden a ceder of Lebanon he had
planted in the garden that surnounds his Santa Rosa home.

Captain (lisha Stephens, leader of the Martin llurphy panty arnived
in (alifornia in 18%, In the area which is now called Stevens (neek,
(Lisha planted mission grapes and blackberries in around (552, Becawse
of the rich, heavy soil, the area was one of the gneatest fruit growing
regions in the valley. Apricos, prunes, and chernies were the favonite
among the onchardists in the area.

Vincenzo Piecheitti anrived. in the (upertino district in (572 and in
time esiablished his vineyards on the fMontebello slopes overlooking the




Arroyo de San Joseph (upertino. The wines he produced became world
famows; he marketed them under the label "fontebello”.

The Thompson brothers coniributed o he indusiny by the proof they
offered that fruit eulture could succeed without irnigation, Also by
raid and erron, they discovered inees packed in charcoal died on dong
journeys, ones packed in wet moss notied, and ones that were packed in
dry moss would survive a rip,



This neport has covered the growth, development, and changes in
the fauit and nut industry to the authon's best ability. I also has
provided visual insight of diffenent periods in the industries growth.

The author hopes the readen has leanned something about the Santa
(lara fruit and nut industrny from #his nepont, and shares ihe same
thought as did (aney MWilliams, "There is no parallel forn the State's
agricultune eithen in #his country on in the wordd", (1949)



0eM’  tlonds

- Foodstufl: material for food
Fourfold: four Zimes as much or as many

Galls:  dump on ball that forms on the leaves, atems on roois of planis
where they have been injured by insects on fungi

Gringos: Amenican settlens

Harvesting: gathen in and bring home fon use
Innigation: aupply dand with waten by waing ditches
Panthenogenotic: neproduction without any male element
Propagated: reproduce, increase in number

Pruning:  cut out useless on undesinable parts from
Viticultune: the cultivation of grapes
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