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MARCH IS WOMEN IN HISTORY MONTH. Our speaker is
Carolyn Marie Downey. She will speak on a local artist, Margaret
O’Keefe and bring her recently published book on the artist.

Dear Members,

If you have a computer and access to the World Wide Web,
you can punch in :http:/ / www.sjpl. 1ib.CA.US/adults /California
Room / Pioneer.htm. to get a list of Award Winning essays from
The Santa Clara Pioneers Annual Contest. They are on file at the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library in downtown San Jose in the
Pioneer Room.

The oldest dated essay is from 1958 but there are undated
essays which proceeded it such as an essay titled, “Confederate
Robbers of Santa Clara County by William J. Miller. The newest
posted title is Mary Santos’ “To My Children’s Children,” 1st prize
winner in 1999. Between these two essays is a collection ranging
in topics from Stanford University’s founding to the Santa Clara
County Humane Society; From a Californio History of San Jose to
the contributions of Chinese and German immigrants to the Santa
Clara Valley. There are too many topics and authors to
acknowledge here, but the diversity of local
topics is amazing. What they have in common is this: few
would be available today, if not for the Pioneer Essay Contest.

During the last two years, we have experienced a slight
decrease in the number of contributions to our contest. This
keeps valuable topics of local history out of the reach of the
interested public. We are trying to remedy this by increasing the
monetary awards and by getting word of our contest out to more
people.

Each member can help us with this project. As part of this
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Trail Blazer, Mary Lou (a 1961 Essay Contest Winner on San
Jose Grange)has included a copy of this year’s contest infoc-
mation. Give it to someone you think may be interested.
Write it yourself about your forbears in this valley. You
belong to another history group, know a writer or a student,
have a relationship with a local high school or college, or
belong to a Genealogical group- if so,give them a copy of
our rules.

When more people know about our contest, we get
more submissions and that adds more patches to the quilt o
history. If we get a large enough increase in participants, we
will figure a way to give more prizes.

Eurekal David

CONSTANCE BRONER HEALEY KAMBISH PERHAM
March 14, 1908--January 28, 2001

Connie was a member of the Santa Clara County
Pioneers and truly a Californian. She traced her lineage
on her Mother’s side back to José Maria Soberanes who
came to California in 1769 with Portold. He returned in
1776 with Juan Bautista de Anza and became a permanent
settler in Spanish California, owning Rancho Buenavista
in Monterey in 1795.

Connie’s grandmother Fabiana Soberanes was his
great grand-daughter and daughter of José Ygnacio Culupso
Soberanes and Maria Raymunda Castillo who had been
married at Mission San Antonio and buried at the Presidio
Chapel in Monterey, grand-daughter of Mariano de Jesus
Soberanes and Ana Josefa Castro, married and buried at
the Presidio Chapel in Monterey. Fabiana married Constant
Broner, an immigrant from Switzerland at San Antonio
Mission, Monterey County. Connie’s Mother was bor
Millbrae and married James Edward Healey, son of an
immigrant who had been born in Hartford, Connecticut,
although he spent his youth in South San Francisco. After
the couple were married in 1899 in San Mateo, they made
their home in San Francisco until the 1906 earthquake when
they moved to Oakland. It was there that Connie was born
March 14, 1908.

Connie graduated from the University High School



in Oakland and the Children’s Hospital in San Francisco as a nurse.
She married Anthony Kambish in 1932 and had three children,
Frank, John and Greg Kambish. She also leaves 7 grandchildren
and 10 great-grandchildren.

Connie Healey’s father invented a water softener that was
used in steam boilers at the mines in New Almaden. He often
brought his wife and daughter with him when he called at the
mines on his monthly visits. Connie’s interest in New Almaden
was started early. In 1914, 6 year old Connie was introduced to
mercury, the fourth heaviest metal and the only liquid metal, by a
miner who asked her to push down on it, which was impossible.
She never lost her fascination for the metal.

In 1926, her parents bought the Carson Adobe in the
Hacienda Region of New Almaden for a vacation cottage. Connie
vowed that some day she would have a museum there. Her
father died in 1940 and her mother in 1942. Connie moved her
family into the adobe in 1943 and has lived there ever since. It
was she, often at great sacrifice to her family, who saw the need
for a museum early in the
20th Century while the mines were still operating, collected and
olgened the original New Almaden Museum. On June 15, 1950,
she opened her New Almaden Museum. In 1953, she took
Douglas Perham as a business partner in the museum and they
later married.

At the request of the Santa Clara County Educational
Department, they broadened their collection to include California
Indian artifacts. They studied the Yokuts tribe by living with them
summers between 1956 and 1961 and acquired a fine collection.
Most of the Indian artifacts were sold to Austen Warburton when
the museum closed and remain in his collection in Santa Clara
where they can be viewed.

Douglas Perham, in his 77th year, constructed a new
wooden museum building for that collection. It was rented to the
Santa Clara County Parks for their New Almaden Museum until
they moved into the restored Casa Grande in 1998. The bulk of
the contents of the Santa Clara County Museum are those that
Connie had collected over the years and sold to the County when
she closed her museum.

I, as well as many other teachers doing local and California
History, found out about her collections and brought Santa Clara
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County school children to visit her privately owned museum
in the 1960's and “70’s. With my busload of 50 high school
Juniors and Seniors every semester for a number of years,
Connie and I became good friends. She taught me many
things about mercury mining and California Indians. I will
never forget wallﬁapering the ceiling in one of her rooms on
a summer day when the temperature hit 114°. Because of
her determination, many adults in our county and through-
out the nation know of the importance of the New Almaden
Mines. I still have slides of her complete collection which 1
did for her in the ‘70’s. She and I went together, in costume,
to participate in part of the Bi-centennial reenactment of the
Anza Trek at Mission San Antonio in 1976. On September 24,
1977, the museum was named a Bicentennial Heritage Land-
mark. She was also given a plaque of recognition from the
Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission.

The Douglas Perham collection of early electronics
was also saved by this couple and once was housed at Foot-
hill College. This couple saved and collected fine artifacts
that now are the core of three fine museum collections. She
was recognized by the Santa Clara County Metallurgists also
with a plaque.

In June, 1975, the New Almaden Mercury Mine final 4
dlosed and the Santa Clara County Parks bought the land for
open space. This historic mine was the first mine of any kind
:n California and the first mercury mine in the United States.
It produced more than $70,000,000 in quicksilver. It also
broke a monopoly on mercury held by the Almaden Mines
in Spain. Because of this mine’s mercury, the miners in the
Sierra Nevada and the Comstock Lode were able to free
their gold and silver from its matrix. Because of the mercuwy
President Lincoln had funding for the North in the Civil War. .

The local Capitancillos Indians mined the cinnabar ore
for body paint. Andres Castillero, a Spanish soldier from
Mexico recognized the cinnabar ore markings on the Indians
as cinnabar in 1845 and the reason for their painful deaths.
He began working the mine. Later, he leased the land to
Barron Forbes of Tepic, Nayarit, Mexico who took posses-
sion and worked the mine until 1858 when the United Stat:
served an injunction which started an 18 year lawsuit. The
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mine then passed into American hands.

In 1864, Samuel F. Butterworth took management of the
Quicksilver Mines of New Almaden. In 1870, James B. Randol
arrived as the new general manager for the bonanza years, re-
tiring in 1892. Robert Bulmore followed him as General Agent and
Pacific Coast representative for the company until 1899. At that
time, production was down. The Bulmore family were the last
official occupants of the Casa Grande. The price of mercury rose
during World War I and production increased under the expertise
of W.H. Landers. During the Depression, Mine Hill was the site of
a C.C.C. Camp. Unfortunately, part of their work was to tear
down all remainders of both Englishtown and Spanishtown on the
hill, but guided tours will point out to you where they once were.

During World War 1I, the demand for mercury again
increased and the mines were leased to the New Almaden
Corporation under the managership of C.N. Schuette. That lasted
until 1946. Even with limited production, the mine yielded a third
of the mercury mined in the U.S. between 1940 and 1948. A US.
Geological Survey concluded there is still mineable mercury in the
hill that is like a gopher colony with tunnels and adits to a depth of
2,400 feet. They reported there are at least 35 miles of
underground works in two square miles.

After 1952, a local group acquired the mine and worked it
under the direction of Jimmie Schneider. One of the last miners
was Greg Kambish, Connie’s son.

Along the way, Connie was Postmaster for the village of
New Almaden and kept P.O. Box 1 the rest of he life. Her
Memorial Service was held at Oak Hill on Friday, February 2, 2001
and was well attended. The family asked that Memorial
Contributions be given to your favorite charity.

If you would like to know more about the New Almaden
Mines, do visit the museum in the restored Casa Grande and
view Connie’s collections or consult the following sources in the
library:

Bertha Marguerite Rice, The Women of Our Valley, Vol. 1, 1955.
Kenneth M. Johnson, The New Almaden Quicksilver Mine,

TheTalisman Press, Georgetown, CA, 1963.

Milton Lanyon & Laurence Bulmore, Cinnabar Hills,The Quick-
silver Days of New Almaden, The Village Printers, Los Gatos,

CA, 1967.
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Rodman W. Paul, Editor, Mary Hallock Foote,:A Victorian
Gentlewoman in the Far West, Huntington Library,
San Marino, CA, 1972.

Lyon, Mary Lou, More Women of Santa Clara County, 1999.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR MELITA KELLY
A Reminder for 2001

Thanks to those of you who responded so well in
paying your dues on time. There are still a number of mem-
bers who have not remitted their dues for 2001. Check the
number after your name on the address label. Make your
checks payable to the California Pioneers, include a self
addressed & stamped envelope for the return of your mem-
bership card and send to:

Melita Kelly, 460 North 15th St., San Jose, CA 95112-1725 '

If you have questions, need applications for membersh >
or if you are moving and need to change your address, please call
me at 408-292-2385.

We cannot guarantee that your Trailblazer will arrive
on time if you do not notify us of address changes. We have
to pay postage to have them returned to us, and more post-
age to send again. Delivery is also dependent upon your
branch Post Office and Postman.

GONE TO THE GOLDEN HILLS

Charles Alderete November 29, 2000
Bertram Schirle December 22, 2000
Mary C. Hummel January 26, 2001
Connie Perham January 28, 2001



THE 7TH ANNUAL MORRISSEY ORAL HIST
WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT FORT MASON CEN
SAN FRANCISCO, MARCH 2,3,&4, 2001

This 3 day class will be instructed by Charles T. Morrrissey,

has taught how to do oral histories with many agencies, colle§es,
and hospitals over the last 20+ years. he is also the authcred
many professional articles about oral history techniques cwa
applications. He is also former president of the Oral Hiisarz;\'\‘t}
Association and a consultant for a number of colleges. If yous-
history group you belong to are interested, write to Elizabeh
Wright, History in Progress, 1336 Green St. #2, San Francisc
94109-1944 or telephone her at 415-928-3417 or e
hipeaw@sirius.com. The Registration fee is $275 in advance-
Elizabeth Wright.

MY FORGETTER

My forgetter's getting better
But my rememberer is broke
To you that may seem funny
But, to me, that is no joke

For when I'm "here" I'm wondering
If I really should be "there"
And, when I try to think it through,

I haven't got a prayer!

Oft times I walk into a room,

Say "what am I here for?" At times I put something away
I wrack my brain, but all in vain Where it is safe, but, Gee!

A zero, is my score. The person it is safest from

Is, generally, me!

When shopping I may see someone
Say "Hi" and have a cg\’at,

Then, when the person walks away
I ask myself, "who's that?"

Yes, my forgetter's getting better
While my rememberer is broke,
And it's driving me plumb crazy
And thatisn't any j



OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

2001 SANTA CLARA COUNTY HISTORICAL ESSAY CONTEST
$1200 in Prize Money
First Prize $500 Second Prize $250 Third Prize $150
Three Honorable Mentions of $100 each

OPEN TO ALL: STUDENTS
AND GENERAL PUBLIC

SUBJECT: Santa Clara County Persons, Places, or Events

LENGTH OF ESSAY: 3,000 to 10,000 words (10-30 Pages)

FORM: Typewritten in English, double spaced, one-inch margin. Essays must

be in proper folder or thoroughly stapled together.

CONTENTS: (a) Introduction or Preface  (b) Table of Contents

(c) Bibliography (d) Sources, persons consulted

TITLE PAGE: Must include your NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER

Students must include name of school and teacher.

*  TWO COPIES must be submitted. Those submitting one copy will be
disqualified from competition. Copies will not be returned.

%  First Place winners must wait three years to re-enter contest.

DEADLINE: April 20, 2001

Send Essay fo:  Campbell, Warburton Law Offices
111 West St. John Street, Suite 440
San Jose, CA 95113-1104

Winners will receive their awards at the Spring Quarterly Luncheon of the
California Pioneers held at 12 noon at Lou’s Village, 1465 West San Carlos
Street, San Jose, CA 95126 on June 2, 2001.







