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BAGKGROUND

In the year 1542, the famous Captain Juan Redriguez Cabrillo
sailed into San Diego Harbour. To cur knowledge, he is the first Burcpean
to set foot in what is now Upper California. He named this place San
Viguel. In 1579, the noted English voyager, Sir Francis Drake, sailed
along the Pacific coast, from Oregon to Mexico. He named the area Hew
Albien, intending to claim it for Britain. Historians are doubtful, howe
ever, that Drake ever discovered San Francisco qu.l

Not until 1602, however, did Spain take any actual steps to
possess and colonize the area we call California. In that year, the
Viceroy of Mexicb sent Don Sebastian Viscaine on a voyage up the Califeornia
coast. Viscaino was delighted with the rich aprearance of the country
and stopped several times, once in "Sap’wigunl“ which he re-named San
Diego, and in “onterey harbor, which he named after the viceroy who had
sent him on his mission. However, mc mention is made in his report of the
discovery of San Francisco Bay. It is still as wuch a matter of doubt and
conjecture as Drake's visit.z

Neo succeasrullattempts at colonization were then made until the
1770's. At that time, Gaspar de Portala, who commanded the expedition, and
Father Junipero Serra, who is today recognized as the founder of Upper
California, came upon the Bay of San Francisco by the merest accident. In
June, 1776, possession was taken of the area, and a presidie &nd mission

were cstablished.3

l. J. P, Munro-Fraser, History of Santa Clara Coun@z. San
Francisco: Alley, Sowen and Co, 1881, p. Lb.

2, 1Ibid., Phe M«l-hst

3. Ibido’ Pe hs.
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After the discovery of 3an Francisco Bay, estiblishment of
missions and presidios was rspid. The VMission San Diego, in San Diego
County, the first, was established in 1769. In January, 1777, the Kission
Santa Cl:zra, in Santa Clara County, was founded. The last mission, making
a total of twenty-one, was the Yission San Francisco Solano, in Sonoma
County, which was founded in 1823.h

At the time the mission was founded in Santa Clara, the valley
was known as San Bernardino. The name "Santa Clara Valley" did not come
into being until the year 18147.S For purposes of clarity, however, the
area will always be referred to as the Santa Clara Valley in this paper.

The area remained under Spanish contrecl until the time of Vexican
independence in the year, 1821. California, since it was considered a part
of the Viceroyalty of New Spain, also became independent of Spain at that
time. Mexican rule in California was wuchﬁmoro relaxed than had been
Spanish rule. This is probably true for the uimple reason that lexico was
having a difficult time maintaining a stable govermment for herselfs
Contrelling an outlying area as far away from the capital city as Califaornia
was a matter that could wait.

The Yexicans made a fatal mistake here, however, because there
were other powers interested in the rich rrize of California. These were
France, Great Britain, and the United States. The influence of these
cocuntries through their agents and their citizens who moved to California

was groat.6 It finally appeared, though, that the strongest influence was

ke Munro-Fraser, ov. cite., p. L6.

S« Amaury “ars, Reminiscences of Santa Cl:ra Valley and San Jose.
San Franciscos Artistic Publishing CoO., 1901 Pe 10a

6. Oscar Osburn Winther, "The Story of San Jose, 1777-1869,"
California Historical Society Quarterly. Vel. XIV, Varch 1935. ppe 17-18.
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was to be American, by virtue of sheer numbers and of proximity. And in
war between Yexico and the United States, from 18L6 to 18L8, California
claimed independence of lexico and almost immediately joined the United
States.

The population of San Jose, the major city in Santa Clara County,
did not grow very rapidiy before the year 1840, In the following ten years,
however, the population increased faste;‘, due mainly to the swelling numbers

7

of Americans whe came. It was not, howsver, until the discovery of gold
by John A. Snttef in 1848 that the population boom really began.

By 1901, the majority of the inhabitants of the valley, with the
exception of the Americans, were the Italians, then the Irish, German,

English and French following proportionately.S

-

Te Winthur, Ope g_i_._t'n.c. Pe 18.

8¢ “ﬂ”. Qp« 9_&2‘. Pe 2000
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ATTITUDE TOWARD FCREIGNERS IN CALIFORNIA

Spain's attitude toward fureigners was not a friendly one,
Foreigners were not by any means welcomed. In Alta California, laws were
passed putting severe restrictions on contacts with all non-3panish peop10.9
These contacts included trade.

The temporary governor of Califernia in 1792, Jouérdoaquin de
Arrillaga, mace it quite cloar that foreign vessels would be allowed to
stop at California ports only in cases of emcrgency or only long enough to
take on supolies.lo The residents were not permitted to trade with these
vessels, but quite naturally there were flagrant disobediences of the law.

Although San Jose was not a port, it came uncer the rules pertain-
ing to foreigners. An order from Monterey, at that time headquarters of
Spanish government in California, dated November 2, 1795, was sent to the
Corroral of the Guard at San Jose. The letter states that "No individual,
regardlesy of his rank is to be permitted to go on board foreign ships."
The regulation also forbids foreigners to either ride horseback or "to
acquire a knowledge of the country.” The hated outsiders were not to be

furnished withhany cattle capable of multiplying; No smuggling of ény
xind was to be allowed. The official who issued the order recommended,
however, that aliens always be treated "with mocernation and good manners.®
He also warned that any officer who failed to carry out his commands would
be dealt with severely.

Five years later, in 1800, a similar order f{rom the same source

9e ‘w’inthcr; Ops 23&0. pe 10.
10. Ibid', p. 11.
11, Ibid.




prohibited non-residents, i.e., anyone not Spanish, from planting fields
in San Jose without a license from the govornor.12

Understandably, the execution of these §trict orders proved to
be almost impossible. The cecroes applying to foreigners were variously
interpreted according to the ideas of the persons requested to put them
into effect.s |

During the remaining years of Spanish rule, aliens continued to
enter Alta California by both land and water routes. It was impoussible to
kcep them out. French ships, as well as those flying the flags of Russia,
England, and the United States, called at California ports very early in
the 1800's. Nevertheless, it was not until the Mexican era that San Jose -

became a veritable mecca for those coning from foreign countries to estab-

1lish their homes in "the land of opportunity."lh
\

»

12, Winther, op. cites pe 1le
13. Ibid.

1’40 Ibid-’ PPe 1l-12
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THE INTEREST GF OFFICIAL FRANCE IN CALIFORNIA

France played quite an important, although incdirect role in the
history of early California. Because of French activities, Mexico was able
to rain her independence of Spain. [uring the first decade of the nineteenth
century, Napoleon Bonaparte, then emperor of France, had launched his armies
into Spain, driving the Spanish king from his throne. Spain's struggle
against the powerful Napolecn was a long and bitter one. The end of the
Napoleanic Yars left Spain in a weak condition. And, when its vast colonies
in the New World revolted in the 1820's, Spain was unable to re-establish
its authority.ls

France was not unaware of the vulnerability of California during
the Mexican period. Her vast system of agents kept her well informed of
goings on in the area. The position of,Frﬁnce, however, forced her to play
a very discreet role.16

France was quite successful in her attempt to cultivate the good
will of the Celifornians. Her agents were most enthusiastically receiveds
Her subjects were treated as natives rather than as foreigners.17 This
was very unusual when we remember that Califorria had traditionally been
quite isolqtionistio, not tolerating, or even excluding all'fcreigners.;

To give an example, when all other foreigners were being expelled
from California, the rancheros (ranch owners) shouted before the houses of

those Frenchmen living in the area that there were "No foreignersAhere;

15.Charles S. Cushing, "The Contention of the Nations for the San
Francisco Bay Region," Quarterly of the Society of California Pioneers,

16. Abrsham P. Nasatir, French Activities in California. Stanford
Universitys The Stanford University Press, 19L5. P. 8

17. Ibid.



these people are French!" The name "foreigners" was reserved for the
Americans and the Ehglish.la

This popularity of the French was not confined to the Californians.
Captain Sutter, who was Swiss and who had founded the colony of New Helvetia
on the Sacramento River, was violently pro-French. He said several times
that ho_would hoist the French flag and call in French protection if this
should prove advisablo or nccessany.19,

In the year 1838, there occurred a small skirmish kaown as the
Pastgy War. The incident arose from claims by Frenchmen who were living
in Mexico who had some of their property destroyed in an insurrection. It
is known as the Pastry War because the major claim wag brought by a baker,
whe declared that some of his goods had been destroyed. The result of the
Pastry War was thet France declared the ports of Mexico blockaded, 20
Bxactly how France intended to enforce‘thié blockade is a matter of specu-
lation,

At that time, Great Dritain decided to enter the matter. The
British Ambassador informed France thai ainc§ "Her Yajesty's Government .
doqs not understand these words as referring to any other ports than those
in the Gulf of Mexico on the Atlantic ;1do of the continent, and if there
should be no French force in the Pacific Ocean adequate to éarry on an
efficient blockade of the Mexican ports on that coast, any notification of
blockade of these ports would, of course, be nugntory.“21 The British
aprarently could not understand, either, just how France proposed to enforce

this blockade,

18. Nﬂsatil‘. Ope. -C-S.'_E" Peo e

19, 1Ibid, .
20, Ibid.

21l. Ibid,
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This statement from the British was a warning to France. It is
no wonder that demands for more French vessels in the Pacific were made
repeatedly during the following years. That warning might have been just
another item in the jealousy with which Englend and France viewed each
other's actions with respect to Yexico. The New York Hierald showed under-
standing of this feeling when it - tated that» "France has long looked with
Jealous eyes upon the movement of Great DBritain in relation to Yexicoe eee
England has chipped off two or three 11ttle bits from Mexico, and is now
about to make final arrangements for taking possession of the whole terri-
tory of Californias. ... To check this; France recognized Texas, and Texas
lays claim to Califotnin.“22

In 1839, a young Frenchman, Eugene Dufot de Mofras, was sent by
the French Foreign Office(to investigate the Pacific Northwest. Da Hofras
traveled extensively in California, takingzcopious notes. He stated that
out of the total white population of five thousand persons in Alta Califernia,
some eighty were Franch, located mainly at Y“onterey and los Angoles.23

The political aspects of De Mofras! visit must not be ignoreds.
It must ve remerbered that this expedition was an official one sponsored
by the French government. The leader was an official of the French govern-
ment,'directly responsible to the French Foreign Office, a fact which did
not make for good relations between the envoy and the consul in California,
the latter being by-passed quite often in reporta.2h ,

That France had designs upon California is undeniable, particulare

ly when the facts around De Yofras' visit are considered. De Yofras came

22. Na&atir‘ 220 E}_t_" Ppo 9"10.
23. Ibid., p. 7.
211. Ibidoj Pe 150
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at a time when France was interested in expansion and the acquisition of
colonial territory, at the close of a period of strained Franco-Vexican
relations. There was & strong Francb-Canndian'element among the trappers,
and also, John A. Sutter had made several threats to call for French protec~
tion if such should prove necessary. There can be 1ittle doubt that
France sent De ofras as an arent to collect information about the Pacifie
region, entertaining hopes sgimilar to tpouo of England and the United
States—that California mipht fall into her possession.2d

De Mofras was careful to note what Frenchmen resided at each
point. Te pointed out the irpertance of New Helvetia as essentially a
French settlement. He varticularly called attention to the friendship
accorded to the French by the Californians. Voreover, De Mofras pointed
cut the identity of religion and temperament of the French and the
Spanish. In fact, he was impressed with the strength of the French
1nf1uence in California that he believed the inhabitants would be favore
ably disposed toward French rule, should an opportunity be afforded to
introduce 1t.2%

S

25. N&ﬂatir’ 22. ci ey Po 150 '
26, Ibid, |
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FRENCRVEN IR CALIFURNIA

" Probably the first permanent French settler was Jean Louis

Vignes. e left Codillac, & srall town near Bord;nux in southern France,
in 1817, fie went to the Sandwich Islonds (Hawail, 7hero he wtsyed for
four yearse Than he came to California snd bought & farw near Low
Anmlu.” .

Host of the ¥rench natives who came to Califirnia pelor to the
goid rush did not core directiy frowm France. Like Viinew, they cave Ly &
procesy of drifting Zron countyy to'cuuntry. The early srrivals cime from
those countries nearest to California, particulerly Irewm Mexico, Chile,
Peru, Hawaii, Tahiti, and the United Statess lost Frenchmen coning from

the United Stetes came {rom Louisiana.zﬂ

deginniag with the anchoring. of _I:g Yeuse in September, 1049, end
the diserbarcation of some thirty settlers whs had come directiy from
France, the stream of French imrdgrants direct to California was ost&blishod.”
#any French Canadiuns came to Califomnis, chiefly aw treders a;A
trappers Yor the fudsen's Say and other fur companiess Among them were
¥ichasel Lamframboise and some of 1he La Jeunessese It wes the habit of
these French and FrencheCanadien trappers from the !-induan‘s.ﬁay Comparny of
"Rendez-vous~ing" near Stockton, rewulting in the tewn being naned French
Camp.

2le Yasatir, Ope Citey Pe To
2. Ibid.
29.’ Ibide.

39 Ibids
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After gold was diwcovered in 1818, mnn} ships left France for
California bearing thousands of Frenchmen, lured by the promise of finding
gold lying in the streets. By no means all these French adventurers struck
it rich in California. Only a very few Frenchmen made millions in the
gold areas. lost of the many companies formed were fiascoes. Most of the
poor Frenchmen who had spent their last sous to ray their passage were
deserted by the directors and left to the mercy of the consular agents of
France who were resident in California. It was not only the gold seckers
who were unsuccessful. Most of the commercial ventures of Frenchmen in
California were also doomed to financial failuro.31

Many of the Frenchmen who arrived in California, after not finding
success as Argonauts, became hotel managers and owners, or engaged in
business as hairdressers, bootblacks, cooks, and porteurs, or opened
theaters and gambiing houses, A few bocam; prominent in the sccial life
and became important bankers and importers, ¥ost French businessmen at
San Francisco, however, were not far-sighted and lost nearly all of their
pPousessions in the San Francisco fire of 1850, ¥any French emigrants to
California, not of the highest type, later, after being bitterly disappointed
in the gold fields and other ventures, joined in the filibustering activities
of their fellow countryman, Baouaeet~nou1bon.32 '

31, Nasatir, op. cit., p. 37.
32, Ibide
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FRENCHVEN IN SANTA CLARA VALLEY

Although the Frenchmen in San Francisco and in the gold fields
did not mect with much financial success, those Frenchmen who settled on
the land became rather prosperous and quite well-liked. Several Frenchmen
settled in the northern portion of the Santa Clara Valley, between San
Jose and Mountain View, contributing no small share to the prosperity of
the orchards and vineyards of that area.33

Oue of the most famous orchardists of Santu Clsra Valley vas
louis Pellier. He introduced the French prune, or as we know it, the
Santa Rose plum, to california.3h If M. Pellier had not made this contri-
bution to California agriculture, today we might be without one of our
largest industries in Santa Clara Valley, the prune industry.

frnest de Massey, who was atﬁone iime the French Vice-Consul at
San Francisco, visited the San Jose are# in the late summer of 1850. His
description of the area indicates that he was not too favorably impressed
with the collection of shacks and population he found. Nevertheless, ho:h
saw that truck gardners in the area fared very well, so he bought a tract
of land and settled there.35

In Alviso, a Frenchman namod Claro pitched his tent on the plot
of ground later to be known as the plaga, in the year 18h9o3§. There was
also a hotel in Alviso named "The Four Musketeers," which 'was kept by a

Frenchman named Marchand.37

33. Mars, op. cit., pe 6l

3b. Ibid., p. 188,

35 Winther, op. cit., pp. 154=155,
36 Munro~Fraser, op. cits:, ps 2LS.
37. Ibid., p. 2L8.
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Another resident of Alviso was Frangois Tremoureaux. He was born
in Saini~Nazaire, France, in 18L0. At the age of nine he went to sea; he
remained a sallor until he came to California in 1859. Ille came to Santa
Clara County and was employed as a hired hand on a farm and later in a
store in San Jose. 1In 1865 he purchased a farm of nine hundred acres
suitable for stock raising. In 1871 he married Arabella Grant and they
bad two sone, Frangols and Leonard. In 1878 he rmarried again, to Yrs.
Erma Webster, who had a daughter named Bertha. In 1880 they had a son
whom they named Albert.BB

Probably the best known French resident of Gilroy was Charles
Frangois. He was born in France in 1819. In 1855 he emigrated to the
United States, living in New York until 1861. He then moved to San
Francisco, where he remained until he bought his farm of 180 acres in
1867+ 1In 1853 he married Adele de Vaux, aleo a native of France. M.
Frangois had twenty-five acres of land in vineyards, producing about
25,000 gallons of wine and brandy annually.39

Santa Clara's leading French citizen was John Jacob Iacderick;"
who was born in Malbause, France, in 1822. In 1850 he came to California,
where he worked in the southern mines for three years. He then went to
San Francisco, where he conducted a fruit business. In 1859 he settled
in Santa Clara County on a farm 6f 160 acres. In 1846 in France he married
Luisa Weiss, an§ they had seven children: Kdmund, Albort, lottie, Emilie,
Victor, Walter, and Emma. He died in 187l..0

38. Munro-Fraser, op. cit., ps 560,
39. Ioid., Pe 272.
hD. Ibido. Pe 666.
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There were several Frenchmen living in Fremont. Lambert Dornberger
was born in Alsace, France, in 1828, where he was educated. In 1852 he
came to California via Panama from New York, where he had been living for
two years. From 1854 to 1857 he lived about one mile frem Mayfield. He
then engaged in stock-raising near San Yateo County. In 1869 he again
settled in Vayfields He married Anna Kleinclaus, a native of France, in
1061s Their children are Hugens, Albert and Victor (twins), Anna, George,
and Edvrard.hl
Jules Mercier, analive of La Belle; France, also lived in Fremont.
In 1852 he emigrated direct to San Francisco, where he had a wood and coal -
business until 1856. From then until 1864 he was master of the Adeline, a
sloop that ran batween San Francisco and the landing near Mayfield. Then
he bought 160 acres of very good land about three miles north of Mayfield.
In 1858 he married Adeline Ponce, a native Bf Franco.ha
But not all the Frenchmen who settled in 3anta Clara County
lived long and successful lives. Louis Lemercier, a Frenchman, who kept a
grocery about eighteen miles south of San Josa, was murdered in 1385 at L
his house. The unfortunate man was shot twice and stabbed twenty-one times;
the murderers were never apprehended, but suspicion rested on three Spaniards.
They carried off §$350 in money, two boxes of cigars, a silver watch, and
some clothing.h3
In 1848, Moerenhout, who was the French Consul at Honterey, was
sont by the French government to the gold fields to investigate conditions.

When he went through Santa Crugz, he found not a single American left. In

hl..uunro-rrauer, gg.‘gig..lpﬂ. 579;580.
h?o Ibid-, Pe 5811-
h}o. Ibid., pp. 220-221
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San Jose all the foreigners were preparing to leave. The Frenchmen who were
living there wore abocut to go also., The saw mills where they had been
working had stopped for lack of 1abor.hh

Moerenhout left San Jose accompanied by four other Frenchnen,
Joseprh la Bourdier, Pierre Leguere, Pipi, and Arnaud Maubef He was amazed
at the high excitement in San Jose over the gold. Only about thirty of
the usual 500 residents remained, and these thirty spoke of going t.oo.l‘S

San Francisco gradually became more impertant as a result of the
gold rush, and the importance of Monterey declined. M. Moerenhout then
decided that a Consul was needed at Yerba Buena. He finally found a man
in whom he reccognized the necessary qualities for a French agent at San
Franciscos This man was étienno Jeurdain, a businessman of San Jose,
Jourdain was therefore sppointed Consular Agent of France at Yerba Buena.
However, business intercsts prevented Jqur&ain'a asgsuming his duties.
Yerenhout was not able to find another person of the same qualities, so
he assuged the duties himself, traveling frequently to San Jose and San
Francisco. He finally had to move to San Francisco.hé

Later, a Vice-Consul was appointed to take care of the dutiess in
San Jose. The man appointed was Pedre de Saisset;h7

There were quite a few Frenchmen who settled in San Jose. One
of the best known was D. M. Delmas. At the age of ten, 1849, he emigrated
to San Jose to Join his father. He attended Santa Clara College, receiving

his B.A. in 1862 and his M.A. in 1863, carrying off the highest honors of

Lk. Jacque Antoine Moerenhout, The Inside Story of the Gold Rush.
San Francisces The California Historical Society, 1935. p. 2.

hs. Ibid., Pe ho
h6o N“&tir. 220 g_i_t.n. Pe 310

h;’n Wars, 220 gi_t_o. Pe L.
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his class. In 1865 he pradnated in law from Yale University, and in the
sane year was admitted to the Supreme Court of Connecticut. 1In 1866, he
returned te San Jose and was admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of
California. In 186? he was alected District Attorney of Santa Clara County.
In 1876 he opened his own law office, the library of which had over 3000
volumes and was the larpest and most complete private law library in the
state. le was considered one of the most distinguished lawyers of his day.
In 1869 he rarried Pavline and had four children, Delphine, Paul, Antoinette,
and Joaephinc.ha
Another outstanding French resident of San Jose was A. Lagarde.
He was born and educated in France. After teking part in the French Ravolu=
tion of 1848, he joined the Garde Mobile, In 1851 he arrived in San Francisco,
proceeding immediately to Bidwell's Bgr on the Feather River to mine. From
there he proceeded to the American River, and Greenwood Valley. In 1853
he returned to France for a year, After extensive traveling he landed in
New York, and came to California by way of the old Santa Bi’Trail. In 1858
he moved to San Jose and was employed by lLemoine, Gambert and Company of
City Store for three years. He was then made a partner and stayed with them
until 1876 when he established his own grocery store on the corner of Santa
Clara and San Pedro Streets. He married Louise Leyour, a native of France,
in 1860, They had six childrens Jeanne, Alphonse, Louis, Delphin, louisa,
and Bortense.h9
Other French pioneers who settled in San Jose included Felix

Sourisseau, who was a native of Varmande, France. He arrived in Califernia

with his father in February, 1849, and moved to San Jose in 1850. Dr. Jacques

L8« Vunro-Fraser, op. cite, ppe 707=708s
L9e Ibide, ppe T16=T1Te
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Savidan was the first veterinary surgeon in San Jose. He was born in St.
Gilles, Les Bois, France, and was decorated by Napoleon with the Order of
Grimé;, as a warrior of Sebastopol, Mrs. Jacques Savidan was the daughter
of Felix Socurisseau, and had joined her father in S5an Jose in 1852, They
had a daughter whom they named Marie Josephine. Dr. Savidan's nephew,
Frangois Quement, also lived with them.so

Cther natives of France in San Jose were M. and Mme Pierre Balta,
natives of Alsacej Pierre Magendie, who was Vice President of the French
National Celebration, Fall of the Bastille, in 1900 at San Jose; As Je
Minjoulet, Vice President of the French National Celebration, Fall of the
Bastille, in 1899, at San Jose; Fenry Geignaire; imile Coffe; Auguste
illot, a vineyardist; Jean Sibers and his family;‘ﬂ. and Mme Jean Auguste
Richier; Mrs. Renee T. Lagrue; the Angousture family; M. Lasserre; Victer
Cauhape; Leon Cartier; W. Turonnet; J. B. Garat; and M. Cussfeld.ot

50. Mars, op. 2_1_‘2.' PPe 260=261.
510 Ibido. PPe 183. 261’ 262-2630
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