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' Boom becomes explosion

Growth is urbanizing
once-rural Alpharetta

By Donna Williams Lewis
Staff Wriler

When Billy Hunter moved to Al-
pharetta in 1932, he and his friends

used to ride their bikes to Roswell over

a bumpy two-lane dirt road When

Georgia Highway 9 was paved two
years later, there was still so little
traffic they roller-skated on it 0 Ros-

well's movie theater.

But their biggest thrill, Hunter said
came from hanging out the windows of
Alpharetta’s old bowling alley to watceh
patrolmen chase bootleggers speeding
through the rural town in their Fords

Even as 1980 rolled around, time
had not much changed the little town
of modest homes and 3100 residents
New people had begun to move in, but
most people still knew each other You
often could find the mayor and counail
members taking it easy at the Jolly
Chef cafeteria or at Alpha Drugs soda
“fountain in City Hall There were stll
onty iwe traific hghts

change has hit this town like a

lorn @ the past few years Winding
trﬁh-n@«, counmtry reads lead ba,. S
ers turmng thousamds of fermer farm
dcres into mulhens of sguare feet of of-
fice space and homes costing is 'f.ﬁt
hundreds of thousands.

And such social chan g 'S as 3 Dgeer
by-the-dnnk um_arm on the agm—
da for the City Counc

We re looking a' 2 decade in lhe
history of Alpharetia that has been -
prececdented in sorth Fulton Counmty,
said Dee West, executive directar of lhe

See ALPHARETTA 4°»
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Before 1983, Alpharetta had vir-
ily no major emp But four ., 6 e
r corporations, Siemms, AT&T, SR T
Digital Communications Associates |

and -American Honda, have moved

cmnte or regional headquarters
to the city. Numerous other mixed-

e epumid v e et M

A $85 million conference center

The burial place Mr. Jones refers to in this
newspaper interview is under the parking lot of
the Alpharetta Methodist “hurch-the lst. churck
cemetery- and it contains the grave of Charles

and-golf resort is in the works for

idiary of Mobil Oil.
' Woday, there are no hotels in Al-

Wing boards.

Fuppies and their parents are
hoving (o the city in droves. Since
1980, at least 32 single-family sub-

fivisions have opened in the city

with prices averaging from about

$130,000 to $150,000, according to
ﬂ&rth Fulton Chamber of Com-
merce calculations. Homes in Wind-
ward ty range from $140,000
0 $385.000, but “we're saying the .
sky's the limit” on prices of the
homes yet to be built, said a Wind-
ward representative, who added
that the development is expected to
contain 4,000 homes by the end of
this-eentury.

~ Alpharetta’s first apartment
complex was built in 1982, and now
there are either complete or under
construction almost 1,500 units of
luxury apariments, townhomes and
¢ondominiums. Also under construc-
‘is the city's first high-rise
ing for the elderly.

1 qu of newcomers. The Atlan-

tha Alpharetta’s population has al-
g¢ doubled since 1980, and the
réh Fulton Chamber of Com-
ge predicts that, by 1993, the
's population will have increased
¥70 percent since that time.
vdrue Alpharettans are going to
be @ the minority very soon,” said
eityDirector of Planning and Com-
munity Development Marie Garrett.
- That already may be the case.
ouie E. Jones, 89, 18 the oldest
» member of the First United
thodist Church of Alpharetta. He
vas the last state senator from old

into Fulton County in 1932.
. Ab those days, Jones knew ev-
eryéne in church. Now_ his church

Kipharetta’s Windward develop-
nent, & 3,400-acre business-residen-
ial iproperty of the Mobil Land De-
'elg@pment Corp. of Georgia, a

hatetta. But no less than five ho- -
is are already on developers’

{ this is just the beginning off

Wesley lorris, a charter member. A.R.F

- hr’f"-h

and rarel y had to ask the address of
anyone who needed his ambulance
service.

One graveyard paved over

“Progress,” as Jones put it, has
changed all that. There has been so
much progress, he said, that he ad-
vises people who have old family
cemeteries to “‘put a wire fence
around it or it's going to be paved,
over.”

Jones said he knows of at least
one now under asphalt, but said he

feels he would offend people by re-

vealing its location.
Jones said he is “for progress, 1

degional Commission estimates _penetheless. Like many others in the

old Alpharetta community that en-
circles Main Street, Jones knew that
his city would have to grow some-
day. And most people seem satisfied
that the growth has been controlled
and high-quality.

Five years ago, city bookkeeper
Lonnie Rainwater kept the books
and City Clerk Sue Rainwater did
just about everything else. There
were just a handful of other clerks
and employees.

That has changed. In 1982, Ms.
Garrett was hired to handle plan-
ning and zoning and immediately
drew up a whole new set of zoning
regulations.

In 1984, a city administrator
was hired. Employees have been

N " paper o -
X - et o e
3 i i W : ' T &
= e “aish UK .
3 ‘I_'I'
; '

increase from 3130 in 1981 to
11,736 just in the pasi two months

“Most of those have been traﬂ"t
citations and accident reporis.” said
Alpharetia Police Chief Larry Aber-
nathy, adding that five vears age,
the city could go a week without 2
car accident, but now averages ome
per day.

What used to be Alpha Drugs
and the Alpharefta Library pow are
gaping holes in City Hall surrounded
by plastic and a vellow “Police
Line: Do Not Cross” ribbon They
have moved across the street into 3
new shopping center to make way
‘or the expansion of city offices.

Almost 100 annexations over the
past four years have added about
1,100 acres to the city. But those
annexations, which Fulton County
Commission Chairman Michael Lo-
max has called “irresponsible” and
“sometimes racially motivated,” led
the County Commission to slap Al
pharetta and Roswell with severely
restricted access to sewer treatment

last spring.
Developers annexing land

Less than 20 people were
brought into Alpharetta with the an-
nexations, according to Ms. Garrelt,
who said they were primarily huge
raw tracts of vacant land brought
in at the request of developers whe
wanted all of their property to be
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William Burney Morris m vy Cewn
1849-1927 L e 1ol
BIRTH 6 JUNE 1849 « Milton, Fulton County, Georgia 0 437 7) - )3? V)
DEATH 19 JUNE 1927 « Fulton County, Georgia / S
father-in-law

Facts Family

Age O — Birth Parents

6 June 1849 « Milton, Fuiton County, Georgia

. ; = =2 Charles Wesley Morris
Age 11 — Residence 3o 1806-1850

1860 « Milton County, Georgia
Resndence Post Otﬂce Alpharetta

o — - pa——

Elzabeth Betsy Kendall
- 1811-1895

-

Age 15 — Watchmg Atlanta Bum
July 1864 « Crossroads School, Atlanta, Georgia

See attached account of Atlanta burnmg ﬂ Charity Rhoda Jett
T | o i «» 1853-1931

Spouse and children

Age 24 Marrlage
27 Nov 1873 « Milton County, Georgia

Charity Rhoda Jett
(1853-1931)

. Glen Thomas Morris
1886-1968

: Infant Morris

Age 31 — Residence
1880 e Alpharetta, Milton County, Georgia

Mantal Statt.l_s anl_arned Relatlon to Head: Self Ancestry sources

Age 51— Residence
1900 « Coxes, Cobb co, Georgia
Marital Status: Married; Relation to Head: Head

Sources

1860 United States Federal Census

Age 61 — Residence |
1910 « Oak Grove, Fulton County, Georgia |
Marital Status: Married; Relation to Head of House: ‘
Head | | ==

I 1880 United States Federal Census

t
- 1900 United States Federal Census r

Age 78 Death |
19 June 1927 « Fulton County, Georgia

Burial | - 1910 United States Federal Census
1927 ¢ Sandy Springs, Fulton County, Georgia

m—

Probate
Aug 1927 Fultcn County Georgla

%I Ancestry Family Trees

o 3/6/2023, 6:36 AM




U.S.. Find a Grave™ Index, 1600s-C \
T PN . . S, S=e urrent - Al i . : ’ . .'
rent - Ancestry.com https. www ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/ view 16279167:6052

T

Parents

1 . | E Charles Wesley
Children (2) William Burney Morris | ’ = Morris

Infant Morris ! ¥ B: 6 June 1849 n Milton, Fulton County, : 1806-1850

| | Georgia "l Elzabeth Bets

. | | | 8 y
ﬁlzr:;homas B: 1886 f | D: 19 June 1927 in Fulton County, Georgia L Kendall
1811-1895

Charity Rhoda Jett
B: 27 January 1853 in Buckhead, Fulton County, Georgia

William Burney Morris

in the U.S., Find a Grave™ Index, 1600s-Current

TSRS SC S SR
E Detail  Source ’

Name: William Burney Morris
Gender: Male
Birth Date: 6 Jun 1849
Birth Place: Milton, Fulton County, Georgia, United States of America
Death Date: 19 Jun 1927

Death Place: Alpharetta, Fulton County, Georgia, United States of
America

Cemetery: Sandy Springs United Methodist Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Place: Sandy Springs, Fulton County, Georgia, United States of
America

Has Bio?: Y
Mother: Elizabeth Morris
Spouse: Charity Rhoda Morris

Children: Georgia Ann Jordan
Infant Morris
Alfred C Morris
Benjamin F Morris
Charles W Morris
Luther Burney Morris
Allie Elizabeth Burdett
Allie Edith Yarbrough
James F Morris
Grace Davis
Glenn Thomas Morris

URL: https:/iwww.hndagrave.com/memorlai;‘53196870fwilliam-
burney-maorris

3/6/2023. 6:38 AM
1of8 1 of2

3/6/2023, 6:40 AM
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Louie E. Jones, 89,
former state senator

Louie E. Jones of Alpharetta, a
former state senator and a retired
funeral director, died of heart failure
Monday at his home. He was 89

He bhadpr™ o
experienced .

heart problems; &S ‘ﬁ
for 12 years}
before his death, §*
according to af

~ family member. B
The funeral | »
‘will beat 11 am. |
Wednesday at
Louie E. Jones
Funeral Home in f& @ -
Alpharetta with # #&/
burial at FiF 4
Alpharetta City
Chnetery. Jones

Mr. Jones served as senator from
old Milton County in the 51st District
in 1931-32 and headed the funeral
home from 1918 until retiring in 1978.

Louie Eugene Jones was born
Aug. 29, 1897 in Milton County, the
oldest of four children of M. Harrison
Jones, a funeral director, and Mrs.
Naomi DeVore Jones.

He belonged to the Georgia
Funeral Directors Association,
National Funeral Directors
Association and Associated Funeral
Directors, Masons, Shriners ande
Alpharetta First United Methodist
Church.

; Surviving is a sister, Miss F.
Marie Jones of Roswell.
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ALPHARETTA

I‘,

By KAY POWELL
kpowell@ajc.com

*  RuthWillstook on preserva-
tion tor a song.

The educator had at-
tended the annual June Sing in
Alpharetta since she was born.

She was not a shaped note
singer but did attend practices
at Big Creek Primitive Baptist
€hurch. Shaped note singers
use “The Sacred Harp,” ahymnal
of early tunes collected by two
Georgians in the mid-1800s.
The June Sing started in 1868.
© Mrs. Wills’ parents, Bascom
Spence and Oma Dodd, met at
& sing. “It was really a social
gvent outside, especially for the

pung people,” Mrs. Wills said
a 1998 Atlanta journal-Con-
ghitution article.
* June Sing once was the
biggest day of the year in
Mpharet'ta. she said. But atten-
dance declined. In 1985, Mrs.
Wills was among a group of
veteran participants who joined
forces with the city’s recreation
department to revive the event.
- “We didn't want to let it die
gut” Mrs. Wills said. “It used
to be the biggest day of the year
for Alpharetta. We'd like it tobe
that way again”

Now named June Singing, it
still takes place every year,
¢ The funeral for Ruth Spence
Peevy Wills, 86, of Alpharetta,

who died of multiple organ
failure at North Fulton Regional
Hospital on Saturday, is 11 a.m.
today at Northside Chapel Fu-
neral Directors.

Since the Sing was held in
June, participants used what-
ever means available to beat
the heat. Mrs. Wills said in a
19085 AJC article that one year
a shopkeeper was hauled off to
jail for opening up on a singing
day, which was always on Sun-
day. At the time, the mayor of
Alpharetta was a devout Meth-
odist and strongly disapproved
of Sunday commerce.

The shopkeeper’s arrest
didn't deter the hot crowd.
“They simply took the doors
down. They needed their drinks
and their ice cream. It can get
pretty hot here in June,)” she
said.

More of her recollections
are shared with Milton High
School students and alumni
in “Reflections and Recipes,”
a fund-raising project by the
PTA to honor the school’s 75th
anniversary in 1998,

Mrs. Wills, class of 1937,
lived a few miles from her alma
mater and every year spoke to
social studies classes about old
Milton High.

Mrs. Wills, who became a
teacher and principal, started
college at age 30. It took her 12
years to earn her bachelor’s de-

an 2 T

,

-

]
gree because she went to school :

while working, said her som, |

Jack Peevy of Alpharetia.

She taught third grade at
Hammond Elementary School

in Sandy Springs, was principal |

of the old Hopewell Elementary

School in Fulton County and |

retired as assistant principal of
Haynes Bridge Middle Schoel
in Alpharetta.

“My mother was stromg
willed and opinionated” Mr.
Peevy said. “She would give ad -
vice even when you didn't want
to hear it.

“She would point wery
rudely at strangers and say, ‘Tell
me who you are! They would,
and she got along very well with
them.”

As president of the
Alpharetta Historical Society,
she appealed to the city to save
the Walker House, one of the
oldest in town, and the Wills
House, the Victorian cottage
of longtime Alpharetta Mayor
Quillie Wills.

Mrs. Wills, who lived in the
Crabapple farm house where
she was born, bemoaned the
loss of Alpharetta’s history and
appealed for a balance between
preservation and development

though, her son said, she was |
more strongly on the side of |

preservation.
There are no other immedi-
ate survivors.
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Ruth Spence Wills, 86, teacher, principal

s ALvusserva-Roswril REVUE a NEWS
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Mrs. Ruth Spence Peevy
Wills, born Oct. 18, 1920, died
Feb. 3, 2007, at North Fulton
Regional Hospstal

She was preceded in death
by her pareats Bascom and Oma
Spemce, a sister Mary Spence
Bailey, first husband, Hoye
Peevy amd second husband
Edwm Wills.

She is survived by ber
son. retred Col. Jack Peevy,
US. Army of Alpharettia,
nephew, John Bailey and his
wife Shela of Athens, van-
ous Spemce Cousmns, and close
friend, Kathieen Monroe, from
Hopewell Elementary Schoel, of
Alpharetta. ‘

She was a lifelong resident
of Alpharetta apd hived in the
farmshouse where she was bomn n
Crabapple. Her family bas been
in this arca since the 1840s.

She was a graduste of Milton
High School, attended six dif-
ferent colleges and universities,
graduating from North Georgia
College with a bachelor’s degree
in education and Georgia State
College with a master’s degree in

She was 3 telephone switch-
board operator m Alpharetta

B L

in the 1930s,
worked in the
Fulton County
Tax Office
and  became
secretary 1o
Principal Mary
IThompson
at Hammond
WILLS Elementary

| School in Sandy
Springs.

WithMrs. Thompson'sencour-
agement, she took her first col-
lege course at age 30. This began
a long difficult college career,
whale she continued to work and
keep bouse. She became a third-
grade teacher at Hammond. She
was later appointed Principal of
Hopewell Elementary School in
the north end of Fulton County,
and remamed there until the
school was closed due to lack of
students.

She then became an assis-
tant pnncipal at Haynes Bnidge
Middle School in Alpharetta until

her retirement. With the bless-
ing of the Fulton County School
Board she had the disinction of
being the only classroom teacher
in the school system that did ms
have a bachelor’s degerc amd
later, the only school princapasl
without a master’s degree. Hoth
of those degrees she obtmmod
late in life.

She had many friends 0o
numerous to list and was well
respected in Alpharetta. She was
active in the commumity, her’
church, helped coordinate the

annual June Sing, and emjoyed
Republican Party meetings.

She was free with a smile and
advice and had a full rewarding
life. Funeral services were Feb
5, at Northside Chapel m the
funeral home chapel with the
Rev. Don Martin officiating. In
licu of flowers the asks that you
make donations i her memory
to the Alpharetta Tree Program,
c/o City of Alpharctta, 2 South
Main St., Alpharetta 30004
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Northside Chape! Funera! Directors, 12050
Crabapple Rd., Roswell

northsidechapel.com)
condolences al ajc.com/obils

In Memoriam




Alpharetta First United Methodist Church Origin

The late R.D. Manning, member of a pioneer Alpharetta family, gives the
date of April 13,1853, stating "There was a Methodist organization in
what is nOW'IIpharetta , Georgia before there was an Alpharetta. lt was
called New Prospect Camp Ground", (From:VIEWS ON THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY
OF ALPHARETTA,Seventh Grade Social Studies Project,1975.Copyright,1975
by Jerry C. Crowe,Canton,Georgia.He was the teacher).

The late Mrs. P.L. Qlary) Elkins, also a longtime member, in a "History"
of the church, lists the starting date of the New Prospect Methodist Camp
Ground as November 11,1858,

The first recorded record shows the first pastoral assigmment for "Alpharetta"
Church, in the Atlanta District, was for 1861. The minister was Daniel
Kelsey.("imtes of the Georgia Annual Vonference, held at Augus*a,Ca.
Nov,28-Yec.6,1860; Bishop Pisrce, President. Printed by Macon lelegraph Steam
Power Press,1861).NOTE: This same Minutes book also lists the successors to
Rev. Kelsey, running through the 1067 appointment.

Some important information on early Presiding Elders, who were spreading the
word for the Methodist Church throughout the Cherokee Indian territory of
Ceorgia, comes from the book "History of Methodism in Georgia and Florida,
From 1765 to 1865", by George G. Smith, Jr., of North Georgia Conference,
published at Macon,Ga. by John W, Burke & Co., 1877. Emory University Library.
The author states that Cherokee Indians in ti is area "gladly received
the missionaries sent to them."
This same valuable book reveals the following:
The Methodist Conference which met in Columbia, South Carolina on Jamuary 30,
1830, was'"the last session in which Georgia received her (ministerial) appoint-
ments from the South Carolina Conference.”
Ihe first Georgia “onference met in Macon, Jan.5,1831.
The new Cherokee District, with Isaac Boring as its Presiding Elder, was laid
out in 1834, This would have included the present-day Alpharetta area of the
old Cherokee Indian territory. ‘he Cherokee District 8Wept entirely across
the Northern part of the State, beginning at Clarkesville and ending at Vann's
Valley, all the way from the Savannah to the Coosa Rivers and from Henry County
to the Blue Ridge." (Boring had a long, illustrous history of spreading the
Methodist faith in South Carolina, Florida and Ceorgia.) He continued in the
Cherokee District as Presiding Elder til 1837; was succeeded by John Walker
Glenn, 1838-L41. Glenn began his itinerant ministry at the Georgia Conference
held at Macon,Ga. Jan.13,1836. He was known as a "traveling preacher'"and re-
mained as Presiding Elder of the Cherokee District through 18L1. He was
succeeded by William Justice Parks as Presiding Elder, Cherokee District,
beginning 1in 1842, At the Annual Conference, held January 18,1843 in Savannah,
W.J. Parks was president pro tem. At that “onference Parks "was made the
Special Agent of the Conference to see after its unsettled business in various
parts of the State."
Chronologically, it is logical to conclude that the seeds of Methodism were
sown in the présent-day Alpharetta area, as missionary work under these pre-
siding elders, who held meetings in private homes or brush arbors. The Marietta
and Cumming Circuits had their beginnings under Presiding Elder John W. Glenn,
in 1834 and 1835 respectively. The Marietta Mission included all of Cobb, a
part of Cherokee and a part of Forsyth counties. Methodist Pastor Russell

W. Johnson was assigned to the Marietta Mission and reported in 18 otal
of 395 "members in the new mission", the territory oflshigﬁ is desggigéé'a ove,
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(Origin) page 2

Since the Roswell United Methodist Church(Mount Carmel Methodist C'urch),
lists its beginning in 1836, it is logical to conclude that Methodists
in the country to the North (present-day Alpharetta) would, by the early
18L0's, be holding meetings at what was to become known as New Prospect

Methodist Camp Ground,
ik

Charles Wesley Morris, born 1810 and died ca 1858, a charter member of the
Alpharetta Methodist Church, is one of the early members buried in the
original church cemetery. The original burial ground had been abandoned,
however, long before the death of his wife, Elizabeth(Kendall) Morris,
born Feb.25,1811, died May 7,1895. She was among those early burials at
the Alpharetta City Cemetery, where she has a monument.

Charles Wesley Morris and wife, Elizabeth (Kendall)Morris, settled on
Land Lot 1177 of originally Cherokee, later Milton, now Fulton County ),

in 18LL, he having drawn the lot in the 1832 Cherokee Gold(Eard) Lottery.
This couple was married on September 9,1829 in Fayette County,Georgia.
(SOURCE:Cherockee and Milton County court records.Personal knowledge of the
late Glenn Thomas Morris, grandson of Charles Wesley Morris and father of
the writer of this narration, Aubrey Richard Morris. He frecuently pointed
out the grave of his grandfather, Charles Wesley Morris, near one of the
two cedar trees just North of the "old" church building, during the years
1930-1950)¢ Hugh Thomas Morris, Alpharetta, also attests to this.

Charles Wesley Morris, one of the charter members buried in the original
burial ground,had three brothers and numerous nephews who became Methodist
ministers. The Morris brothers were early members of Mount Zion Methodist
Church and Camp Ground, neae present-day Griffin,Georgia, a church which
was organized by The Rev., John Hunter at the home of their grandfather,
Isaac Kendall, in 182l.(SOURCE: Letter by Rev. Jonathan Morris, Methodist
minister, to his nephew, Rev. James Varnell McHaffey Morris, Methodist
minister, from Lincoln, Placer County, California, on December 1,188,
Copy in possession of Aubrey R. Morris, Alpharetta,Ga., 1992).

Charles Wesley Morris, above-mentioned as buried in the original church
cemetery of Alpharetta, thus brought a solid Methodist tradition when he

settled in then-Cherokee county in 18L4Y4. As a charter member, he would have
had to become involved in starting New Prospect Camp Ground during the
period 18LL4-1858,

Continued research is needed in South Carolina and Georgia Methodist Church
records,with the possibility of pinpointing the exact date. q

Aubrey R. Morris
2980 Francis Hoad

Alpharetta,Georgia 30201 A
(LOk) LL2-3659 f;
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° SECOND INTERVIEW WITH LOUIE E. JONES , OF ALPHARETTA,GEORGIA 1
CONCERNING ORIGINAL BURIAL GROUND AT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 11/8/128.,

P+S+: On November 8,198, I carried a tape recorder to the Louie Jones Funerzl
Home, at Alpharetta,Georgia, alongside the Methodist Church, and there recorded a
conversation with Mr. Louie Jones on the topic of the original cemetery of the |
Alpharetta Methodist Church. In this recorded interview, which I still have in my
possession, Mr. Jones told virtually the same story.He had joined the church in
1508- a "one room (church) house,with wooden stove,with rods across to hold the
building together and curtains were put over these rods to provide for Sunday
School rooms before thev had church". He recalled that the original name of the
church was "Ifrospect". In this interview, Mr. Jones remembered the "LOTT" family
turial area in the original cemetery. In this interview, Mr, Jones stated the
"grave yard was between the "old sanctuary and the new sanctuary now"..,tnat the
"stones gotaway" and they've "asphalted the area as a parking lot." Mr. Jones,

in this subsequent interview, said there were"L0 or 50 praves or more when I was

a boy." Mr, Jones says he "knew the Lotts very well because I knew where they
lived,"Mr, Jones said at this time that "as far as he remembered they built the
first wooden building in 1871"...and "we lived in that old wooden building til
1931." Quoting him further: “"People parked their mules and wapgons...run over
those stones and finally all got out, you know..they parked all around the old
church.,.one grave marker woulc git gone.,.another be gone, you know...{jinally got
down to one,..lt was a LOTT.I remember that very well. It got pone.That's the

last one I remember.They paved it all over as a parking lot, now.It was LO--maybe
50 people buried there..sacred place...between the 0ldé church and the new church.,
There were two cedar trees there.When theybuilt the North wing of the old sancfuary,
they cut down one of those trees.They left the one that's standing now."

I

‘/‘
' g s
2980 Franei (Koad

Alpharetta,Georgia 30201
(Lok) LL2-3659

Aubrey R. Morris ‘ F
, 0, /P

NOTE: I have the original audio cassette of this interview with Mr. Leuie
Jones in my personal possession. This 25 January,1992. A.R.M.W‘,
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Vednesday, August 28,1991

On this date, my first cousin Charles Morris and I paid a visit at 10 a.m. to
The Rev. Joe Bowen, new Pastor of Alpharetta First United Methodist Church. We
talked for about one=-half hour, with Charles Morris and myself explaining to him
that the descendants of William Burney Morris and Charity Rhoda (Jett) Morris re-
cently voted unanimously to request the Alpharetta First United Methodist Church
to provide a Memorial setting at the old church cemetery, now paved over with
asphalt. ¥We pointed out that Charles Westey Morris, our great-grandfather, lies
buried in the old cemetery.

I also gave The Rev. Mr. Bowen a copy of the memos on the two interviews I had
done with the late Louie E. Jones, in which Mr. Jones discussed in some cdetail *he
size of the cemetery,,where it is located, and circumstances involved.

The Rev. Bowen seemed quite receptive. He said he would take the matter up with the
proper members of the governing body of the church., The matter was left at that,
Charles Morris and I decided that we should record that this meeting took place

and the substance of the conversation with Rev. Bowen. The minister, indidentally,
seemed to have a sense of the historic and religious-moral questions involved in
the church taking ste e burial ground to its sacred honor,

4"

Aubrey R. Morris
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SHIRLEY ANNE VICK

3061 SLATON DRIVE, N.W. /ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30305 / (404) 233-6818
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14 May 13891

Mr. Jim Toler
2600 Burgess Road
Alpharetta, GA 30201

Dear Mr. Toler:

Your name was given to me by Dr. Nat Long as the chairman

of the building committee of the Alpharetta Methodist Church
and he suggested that I contact you regarding the following.
I will certasinly appreciate your consideration.

My great-great-grandfather, Charles Wesley Morris is reported
to be buried in the church yard of your church in the ares
which was paved over some years ago. My cousin, Aubrey Morris,
tells me that there has been some discussion of removing

the asphalt From that section and dedicating that area to

the memory of the original founders of the church, one of
which my ancestor is purported to be. Dr. Long told me that
he was not aware of such a plan but perhaps you could help

us. We are very interested in such a project in almost any
form that it would take in order that the graves which =are

buried would be uncovered.

I will be out of the country from May 21 to June 11, but
would very much like to hear from you 1f there 1s anything
the family can do to encourage something along those lines.

Thank you so much for your kind attention to this letter.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

L) Anxlsssdange ¢ vt

Shirley Anne Vick

cc: Dr. Nat Long _ (} &tu — thed

Rev. Joseph Bowen f"’-‘

Mr. Aubrey Morrisy”
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Mary Ann Manzell
Phone:475-8374

Jan. 9,1989

AUBREY R. MORRIS TO ADDRESS
OLD MILTON HISTORICAL GROUP
AT MEETING ON JANUARY 19 TH.

lnubrey R. Morris, WSB Radio Editorial Director and g3

Milton County native,will help launch the 01d Milton County
Historical Society's new year. Morris, a 1940 graduate of
Milton High School,Alpharetta,will be the featured speaker at

the Society's meeting, at 7:30 p.m.,Thursday,January 19th. at
the Alpharetta Health Center.

lThe subject of this hard-hitting journalist's speech will

be:"Milton County-Much More Than a Myth." (Milton County,with the

county seat at Alpharetta,was formed by the Georgia Legis]aturf’

;frem portions of Cherokee,
A After 75 illustrous years,Milton was

“anu came into bgjgg 0
Cob orsy counties

merged (annexed) to Fulton county on January 1,1932,with approval

of the General Assembly).

fTalk of "un-annexing", some serious, some facetious, was been

a re-occurring topic during recent years, as the Metropolitan

Atlanta growth continues its Northward explosion.

!Morris, a native of Roswell, was born in the Crossville Dist-

rict of 0ld Milton County and first attended Midway School,located

midway between Roswell and Alpharetta, on Highway 9, where the old

"Midway Oak" still stands. He and Mrs. Morris reside on Francis Rd.,

l|0n?,P
in Alpharetta.He began hisjAcareer in journalism as Roswell/Alphare-

tta correspondent for the Atlanta newspapers and wrote for weekly

newspapers 1n the area before attending the University of Georgia.

Lm_u_énn Manzell,Program Chairman,inviteS a1l o1d and prospective
new, member ’

v, to attend thgiﬁjiuary 19th. meeting.

———




Mr. Aubrey Morris
2980 Francilis Road
Alnharetta, Georgia 30201

25 January 1992

Dear Mr. Morris,

In response to our conversations re-
garding the proposed memorial to be loca-
ted at the First Methodist Church in Alpha-
retta, my contribution to your data bank
is very brief but none-the-less meaningful
since I've been a member of that church
since I was a child, and indeed my ancestors'
connection with same date back to the early
nineteenth century. One of my ancestors on
my mother's side gave the land to be used
by the Methodist Church...the same land upon
which the First Methodist Church is located
today; as you and I discussed, it was pro-
bably Isham Teasley who is buried at the |

Maxwell Cemetary in Alpharetta.
As I grew up, and attended Sunday

g§chool and church there, there were two

cedar trees located where the parking lot
is now, and between these trees there were

two stones...one head stone and one foot
stone (as I recall) and although I don't
remember hearing who was buried in that exact
spot, I grew up hearing that there were
Indians buried in that area. It was through
your revelations to me that I learned also
that there were Teasleys and Morrises

burxied there. During the pastorship of
Denald Gray, 1t was decided that the church

needed more room and at that time a building
project was begun (that is not finished to
this day) and the parking lot was paved.

I don't recall that there was any discussion

-over -
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regarding the disposition of the unmarked

graves that were to be paved-over, but I

do remember many member were upset over the
project. I was, of course, a good bit |
younger at the time and can't supply you with |
any details, but I clearly remember that

my mother and her sisters were quite upset

(as well as the other members of my family)

at what was taking place in regard to the
graves. I don't recall anyone looking into

the possibility of perhaps relocating the
remains to another location, either...the

entire area was simply paved over.
I hope that my very small contribution

will be of some help to the noble cause

you are undertaking.
If I can be of further help, please

don't hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Ed
Nan Harman-Dempsey

118 Canton Street
Alpharetta, Georgia 30201

475-5277
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

JOE B. BOWEN, JR

Senior Minister
DAVID E. TINSLEY BRANNON L. ROBERTS MARY ANN GILBERT STEVEN D CASH
Assoclate Minister Minister of Music Minister of Program tiinistar to Youth
May 7, 1997

Mrs. Simi Long
301 Black Kettle Lane
Alpharetta GA 30202

Dear Simi,

I met with members of the Morris family on Apnl 24. They wanted to be reassured
that in the change of pastors that the church’s commitment of a Founder’s Garden as a part
of Phase II of our Administrative and Educational Building would not be lost in the transition
of leadership

I assured them that this Garden was something to which this church was firmly
committed and enthusiastic and that it would be put 1n the needs package at the outset of
planning Phase II.

I also told them that when the time comes to build, we will invite them to be a part of
this project through their financial gifts. They assured me they would “do their part.”

Thank you for holding this opportunity to link past and present to the future and
honor and remember the founders of this community and church before us. This promises to
be an exciting and beautiful spot.

J oy and Peace,

Q\\
Jo Bowen Ir.. o
' Serfior Minister :

JBB:pr

copies:
Wes Jennings, Trustees
Ruth Wills - 3 copies for the Morris family
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69 North Main Street / Alpharetta, Georgia 30201 / Church (770) 475-5576
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September 25, 20006

On this date, I, Aubrey R. Morris, personally went with Mr. Howard Gardner, of Ellijay,
Ga., to the Alpharetta First Methodist Church where Mr. Gardner pointed out to me two
specific areas in front of the church which he remembers, as a boy and til this day, as the
area where graves were located. One was the area to the Southeast corner of the paved-
over parking lot, where a cedar tree was recently moved, and the other was the Northern
area of the same parking lot, which he said was South of the Bagley House, directly in
front of the present-day newest sanctuary of the church.

Mr. Gardner, shortly afternoon on this same day, Sept. 25, 2006, came to my house =i
2980 Francis Road, Alpharetta, Ga.

Mr. Bagley then went into detail his remembrances of the burial ground of the Alpharetta
Methodist Church.

He said that he was born and raised within a short distance of the Alpharetta Methodist
Church. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Gardner.

After being baptized as an infant in the church, Mr. Gardner said he became a confirmed
member of the same church as a youth around 10 to 12 years old and remembered
attending Bible School in the basement of the old church, which he said also was the
place where various church meetings and gatherings were held. While attending Bible
School, he remembers he and other children playing around the two cedar trees marking
one grave, which he said had a “marker.” And there were “three other graves with rock
headstones located in the area between the grave between the two cedar trees and the
main street running in front of the church..”

While a student at Alpharetta Elementary School, Mr. Howard Gardner remembered. he
used to “cut through™ the church yard to the home of his aunt, “Nanny” Gardner and her
sister, where he did after-school chores. Because of his “church upbringing,” he
emphasized, he “knew not to disturb” the graves in the church cemetery, located in the
church yard to the North side of the church building, which is now the old sanctuary.

Mr. Gardner distinctly recalled that additional graves within the bounds of the church
cemetery, all marked with fieldstones, were located in the area between the Bagley House
and the center of the present-day paved-over area of the cemetery. He recalled that there
were “20 to 30” such graves and all were in “bad shape”...that the cemetery was
surrounded by 13-inch hog wire and that the fence had been long-neglected and the burial
area within the fence very badly cared for.” The area within the hog wire fence holding
the “20 to 30 graves was “30 by 40 feet or larger,” he then emphasized, adding that the
fence, being hog wire, was not very tall, and that, with the passage of time and though
neglect, the fence was also partially-imbedded in the soil. He doesn’t remember “when
the fence around the cemetery was taken down.

Mr. Howard Gardner recalled that he remained a member of Alpharetta Methodist
Church for about 50 years. He was very proud of having served on the church’s board of
governors, (trustees,) “for at least two terms of three years each.”

When he moved to Ellijay, Ga. , following his retirement, he became a member of the
Ellijay First Methodist Church, he added.

Mr. Gardner proudly recalled various church, civic and charitable organizations he has
always served on a volunteer basis, both in his home town of Alpharetta and in lys
current home town of Ellijay. f \' /
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VOCAL CHOIRS:

Creation Choir (2 year olds)
Cherub Choir (3 year olds)
Sonshine Choir (4 year olds)
Melody Choir (Kindergarten)
Carol Choir (1st grade)

Rise ‘n’ Shine (2nd grade)
Celebration Choir (3rd grade)
All God's Children (4th and 5th grades)
Exodus Choir (6th through 8th grades)
Genesis Choir (9th through 12th grades)

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Traditional Nativity Pageant
Special Musicals

Children’s All Music Sunday

INSTRUMENTAL:

Alpha Ringers - Handbells (6th through 8th grades)
AN Wesley Ringers - Handbells (9th through 12th grades)
~r

/i‘,"é\ Orff Ensemble - Percussive (4th grade and up)

F nh.
¥ T (D W
4- --: ===
T

Ann Hudson, Children'’s Choir Coordinator
Kathy HacKett, Interim Senior High Director
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in the church. If you have a “song in your heart”, enjoy the feliowship
of other musicians, and want to share your faith thmug:‘n music, there i:
« e waiting for you in our No matter w. your age o
ab‘::;ty level, if you want to “make a joyful noise”™, come join the musical
family at Alpharetta First United Methodist Church?

VOCAL CHOIRS:

The Chancel Choir
Jubilations Choir
(Senior Adults)
Grace Notes
(Women's Choir)
Sweet Spint Singers
(Women's Ensemble)
The Chamber Singers
Under New Management R
(Young Adult Contermporary Ensemble)

SPECIAL EVENTS: o ;STRUI“IEN'I'AI.:

Exciting Christmas Music

Valentine D: The Band
" U_] - ar_‘:ce The Adult Handbell Choir
Spring Concert

Instrumental Ensembles
Glorious Easter Music

G
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Brannon L. Roberts, Director of Music Ministries

Marie Pettet, C.A.G.O., Organist ® Allen Baston, Organist
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Share God'’s love ina fun-ﬂ"ed way?! These ministries reach
out to people both in our church and the community.

Adult Sunday School Classes
940 am. and 11:00 am

Bible Study
For men and women

Couples’ Clubs
Informal supper clubs

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Men

Small groups offer adults of all ages opportunities
to meet new friends and grow in Christian faith.

RECREATION:|
Basketball, Indoor Soccer, and Roller Hockey Sports Clinics)

Co-Ed Softball, Volleyball, and Soccer

Men's Basketballp
Bowling, Walking, Jazzercize

Youth Aerobics|
Basketball, Tennis, and Golf Tournaments

T-Ball and Baseball}

CLASSES:
Cooking

. Arts and Crafts
Disciple Bible Study Flyfishing and Flytying
Rock Collecting
First Place Dance and Drama|
A Christ Centered Health Program Self-Defense
CPR and First Aid
- Adult Literacy ;;_-.— Music Reading and Guitar Lessons§
Cancer Support Grou 4 Storytelling
pe P Photography
Newcomers Classes Landscaping
Stephen Ministry FAI‘III.Y MINISTRY opp%ﬂ;ﬂ;%ﬁg;
One-on-one Christian caregiving for times of cnsis Rock Collecting Trip
54 & More Church Picnic - Field Day

Kite Day

Family Game - Card Night§
Easter Egg Hunt

Seasonal Activities
= . Canoeing and Whitewater Trips
\ Braves Game§
Family Talent Show
Family Camping
Bike Trip

Fellowship for senior adults including monthly lunch programs,
card games, exercise classes, travel, and music

Wednesday Night Suppers
Fun, food, and fellowship followed by inspirational programs or classes

Alpharetta Counseling Center (co-sponsored with Georgia Association for Pastoral
Counseling) Counseling for individuals, families, and groups offering healing and hope
Call for Rev Mary Amos or Rev Brice Graves at (404) 636-1457

Mary Ann (Gilbert, Senior ‘Program ‘Director = Kim Morris, Coordinator of Activities
(770)475-5576 (770) 475-5576
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L]

A

s _—

PLANNED FOR 1998 \

ATHLETIC
FIELDS

PLANNED FOR

ADDITIONA
PARKING




I R e 8-t i (T iRl e b SR F R RS D ABELDEL D ABESE LGOI ILIDET IO L VLT O P IRDDVODIOT2CDOCIVOED D D

B S8 e = e

__ | - v oo - e 4 N e At e r, } .
T 1.4 , ¢ "N S Iy rw:;, T (dT] f‘l f Bl : 4T o/ .x,a' ; £ (e {1/ ,w "’i’ ﬂr -'""" «p -*,’/ v ,/IP/"“ %Tt
ot e o o AN . - - - - .#“-"“.d'u‘-.r-‘"-i o ¥ ai" e i A -‘/ -...!”Jf'v"ﬁ W  we f-—-f ,/'/J f"n/fll' AWV Py /" -"’.ll' \-/ v ’\-"n--"'r 0\ q’f ::. -
oo x -, 5 _ | | e R ——————————
Ours is a faith community that surrounds your chi -
f ; ; y i your child from the Sunday School Classes g .
moment of birth with Christian love, care, nurture, and hope. for Youth Sunday Night Youth Fellowship

Make friends, haue fun, and enjoy aCtWI[IES'
Children’s Sermons & Children’s Church
At _v_a_‘g_ach_ Sunday morning worship service; Ages 3 through First Grade

- - = = — — - - — r——

..
Anchor Bible Study
Groups
Middle and High "8
School groups share
their lives

Children’s Sunday School Classes

Nurseries (birth through 36 months)
For all Sunday morning services and classes

Vacation Bible School

Mother’s Morning Out
\ G&]il Stephens & Holly Wells, Directors -
- (770) 475-2170

Preschool
Beth Ebert, Director -
(770) 410-9324

Parenting Classes

Trinity Soup Kitchen
Feed Atlanta’s homeless

Alpharetta GAP
(community service)
Helping people who

can't help themselves

Summer Safari Retreats?

, e ren Yy Camping?
Field Trips for Krndergart(, through Fifth Grade Youth Camp
Summer Camp _g Lock-Ins:
/ Concerts?

Extra Point? |
(after football games)|

Steven Cash, Director of Youth Ministry
(770) 475-5576

e e R It is our hope that through our programs, Bible Studies, service
Kim Williams, Durector of Children s Programs projects, retreats, and special events, each youth will be faithfully
(770) 475-5576 committed to Jesus Christ and experience spiritual growth?

- - = - e = - . . = - — T i S - — = E s L} gar— = = e -




L
weeE et e et SR EEA ISR 4 4AT S A S 4 Fomw

. ' ' ; UL TR LT .
TR CRLN LR T L LA (TP TR R LELE L L _ AR Riiilay bl lasans

U U LR LR T L T I A T TR S LTI FT TR S T T RIS TR FITTLLL AT BT LT TLB BULULLLIR LU L

DU PR R e TEAEL s ) 11
BRI o S nnionnis B B 0ahhahn o & B oo el
| | 1 SUEI | ||{ | '1 b : ”=| 'z[:‘ ‘1.; | | I ‘

CLTTR CTRT LT PO LR
AR
IR TR PR R Y
AR TIRIAL \Hi
Wi

PRORRONE it SH ey Sehinl Mlasens

LR R R PR T T T R L BTl

LT TR LI P T T

ALLLIETRE PR T (1T
U LR RLETETR U R TR PR 1| PO 1 T PR

‘ til | P

a TR L
o 5
N R

UL LTLLETL AT Y
\ LR \

TR
PR B b e b

SRR EE R

n"ilis-iﬁ‘ L}

AT LU RANTIT T

ALUTTTET T T

‘ il bil | *” .

LHUHTTTTE T

.biif'.?n 2L .H! ." H!'il L “i"!'i;ﬁ i "‘ ‘.
| 1 * ! | L § 1 i ‘ *
¥ 218 2 ‘
A1 " ¥
1IN ' »
I ERTIIT

LA T PO D s
gel jidus s +




!-ﬁ_li PRI OD

a
8.
e
e .
M
8 .
ot
®i
&
L=
"
.
L
o
n
™
a
a
&
L]
"
&
8
f.
..
e
.
"
o
n
B
;8
"
6.
o
.0
It
@
0
ﬂ..
0
@
8
i
‘.
e
()
(0
o
3
- @

B
e
o
o
8
i
0
. 8
-8
¥
o

—

3

=
=1
¥

R

)

- -
P "
) = |
=] ;n..-.
g
Yy
s
I T W WS — ———

L' ]

EBESFROEEg s T

f !

i
v

RS 63 W A0 S0 B 1F b b B WY BN B i o Rk P e

i L




ST W Ve AT * T ¥ i SR ey & BT
¥ iy S s |- 1 J—r-" % Lo o l-. 5 5 % * -k Iy
=k "wj}ﬁ‘ﬁ e L Rty g -:";:il . wf ' ¥ l'ﬂi’..ilz- tl‘ & i { } k - B 'I -
[ '|:1. --:- f ."'.I- ] 1= .

_-g;j...-..h — .

= |

— :J ] o = - i —~ -
- b : L r : 7 . L Vs - F - j i
a4 B VI L IGLST U Lid Ny d:4d I
1;1. : — - B -~ -.f'h__.’ﬁ,..::_,-ﬂ" — -u._._:-..r . :. H
= 2 o - ~ - -----"J gt l
ru .

! ] :-;__- i - J L o __."' ll A
- L. .

— i S
————— . -

Dr. Harvey West, Senior Pastor @ Rev. David Tinsley, Associate Pastor 5
Rev. Bob infinger, Minister of Administration

Are you a Eutychus?

Eutychus was the first church dropout. He got so bored with a sermon that he
dozed off and fell out of a third story window (Acts 20:9)

At Alpharetta First United Methodist Church, we work hard
to prevent the “Eutychus Syndrome” Qur services of
worship are lively and celebrative; our fellowship is
warm and friendly, our classes and nurture events
are informative and inspirational; and our ministries
of outreach are Christ-inspired and purposeful

The truth is that Alpharetta First United Methodist
Church has a long and significant history of ministry
and service to the people of the Alpharetta community
Established on the present church site in 1871, the church
has grown from only a handful of founding members to a
congregation which today numbers some 2600 people and continues to grow.

Because such rapid growth always carries with it the danger of persons feeling
swallowed up in the bigness of it all, we work hard in a number of ways at
AFUMC to remain a caring community in which people feel loved and that they
matter as ndividuals created by God. We also work diligently, as the church
progressively increases In size, to correspondingly increase our programs of
ministry and service that we might continue making a substantial impact upon
the spiritual life of the North Fulton area.

What all of this means Is that the Alpharetta First United Methodist Church is a
vital, growing, ministering, and caring congregation. We want to invite you to
come and share the experience with us

My fervent prayer for the future of Alpharetta First UMC is that, as our church
farmily continues to grow, we will be so open to the direction of God's spirit

nd so enamored with genuine love for one another that God might use us In
nagnificent ways to accomplish his purposes for our community and world

ome and join us in the journey!

Joy and Peace,
Hameat 69 North Main Street e Alpharetta, Georgia 30004
)) 475-5576

Senior Pastor




April 22, 1997
3:45 p.m.

At 1:30 p.m., this date, I, along with Charles Morris, Mrs.
Ruth Wills and George Jones held a meeting with The Rev. Joe Bcwen,
pastor of Alpharetta First United Methodist Church. This meeting
wWas arranged by Mrs. Wills, a member of the church.

Charles Morris, my cousin, and T met Ruth at the church. On
arrival, she invited George Jones, a longtime member of the church,
who was on hand, being a church member, and Mrs. Wills asked George
to Join us for the scheduled meeting with Rev. Bowen.

Mrs. Wills opened by telling Rev. Bowen that we had requested
the meeting to learn the current status of plans to restore the
integrity of the church cemeteryv, which is now covered over with
asphalt paving and used as a parking lot. This subject, as previous
records attest, has been the object of much concern on the part of
many people.

I told Rev. Bowen, at the outset, that we had requested
today's meeting with him because Rev. Bowen, who will retire from
the Methodist ministry in June of this year, and will be leaving
his Alpharetta congregation. He assured us that the governing body
at the Alpharetta United Methodist Church is still on record
favoring building a memorial garden in the cemetery area, and will,
he suspects within a year or so, undertake this goal, as an adjunct
of the church's building program, now under way.

Reverend Bowen also pledged that he would write a letter right
away to the church's governing body re-stating his own feeling that
this goal must be pursued, stating that it is of great historial
importance to the church iself, as well as a matter that must be
laid to rest. At this meeting, we emphasized to Rev. Bowen that we
were intent on seeing proper steps be taken to rectify the decision
of the church, some years past, to pave the original cemeterv area
in the first place. We also informed him that we appreciated his
positive attitude, and would hope and pray that a spirit of
cooperation between the Alpharetta First United Methodist Church
and those intent on restoring the sanctity of the church burial
ground, including relatives of some buried there, as well as manv
current church members, be maintained. Rev. Bowen promised to
supply a copy of his letter to his church governing authority. I
pointed out that Rev. Bowen had provided important leadership for
the church, Alpharetta's first religious congregation. at a time
of expansion, and that it would redound to his own credit to
impress on the church's leaders the importance of ceasing to use
the burial ground as a parking lot. Mrs. Ruth Wills emphasized that
the original church burial ground extended, on its northern side,
to the garden of a residence that once stood to the north of the
church. This re-emphasized that the original church cemetery, as
stated by many old-timers, contained a sizeable number of graves
of early church members. Mrs. Wills was emphatic in this." Mr.
George Jones, on this date, also stated, in the presence of Mrs.
Wills and Charles Morris and myself, that he remembered the parking

lot as the site of the early burial ground. .
4 '~.n
/)




January 27, 1992

To Whom |+ May Concern:

In that | am a descendant of the Teasley family, | sincerely appreciaTe
the effort being made to restore the family cemetery behind the Alpharetva
First United Methodist Church.

PERY

A el doatey

! David Teasley Harman, Sr.

‘ cc: Aubrey Morris
Alpharetta First United Methodist Church

30207
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The Rev. Joe Bowen retires on a high note

By HATCHER HURD
Editor

The hine to shake the Rev. Joe
Bowen's hand -or hug his neck-
snaked around the Alpharetta First
United Methodist Church'’s fellow-
shap hall, out the door, into the hall
and almost outside n the street

It was Bowen's last Sunday as
munister there, and
they came to say
goodbye to the
man who had
shepherded this
church through
phenomenal grow-
ing pains and
growth, both tem-
porally and spin-
tually.

“He has led us, encouraging us
with las tremendous energy and his
sense of humor,” said panishioner
Simi Long. “He's been a blessing
for us. He came at the nght time.”

But after devoting 40 vears to
the ministry, Bowen, 62, decided it
was ume to step down, ending his
career on a jJoyful note. He leaves a
church with a strong sense of pur-
pose, a vigorous congregalion

T M e -

“It's been a good life,
and ['m retiring on a good
note. I have no regrets, and
['m not looking back, I'm
looking forward.”

The Rev. Joe Bowen

el

boding another expansion in the
offing) and fiscal soundness.

“What are the highlights? Sur-
viving being a pastor to start. Not
all of the Methodists are converted
yet,” he said, but then on a more
serious vein he added, “I've en-
joyed pastoring families in cnsis,
preaching The Word. 1" ve enjoyed
it all really.”

And while no hife 1s without its
ups, downs and
bounces,
Bowen's life has
been a straight
one. Born o
school teacher
parenls 1in Can-
ton, he grew up
in his formative
years shim and
athletic in Villa Rica. He walked on
the Clemson football team, playing
for the legendary Frank Howard
and earned a starting spot at end
and a scholarship

But the defining moment in his
life came just alter graduating high
school in 1952 when he “heard
God’s call and made a commitment.”
“I’ve never looked back,” he sad

Alter getting s degree al

Clemson, he was of[ 10 seminary at
: ~ & B VN rsbleiin,. ' s Wil e, MBI
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Behind every good minister is a good minister s wife. Harriette Bowen helps husband Joe off with his robe for the last

time at Alpharetta First United Methodist  hurch.

Clemson was not quite through
with him yet. It seemed every morm

ing at 7 a.m., he would see a pretty
Clemson miss in the Emaory calete-

ter expressions ol the Christian
{mith.

"I hike to gel people’s attention,
anet then keep them owake |

the skills to bt
here. And &0y i e poe e
hi"'- '#'*' P YD t_ﬂ'_;, : §

chusch nas had
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CRAIG COLUNSMevue
The Rev. Joe Bowen and his wife Harriette box up his office at the church as

the couple readies themselves for retirement. Travel, spending time with the
grandchildren, and oh yes, a little fishing are on the agenda.

ria alter the prayer breakfast. They
would wave and exchange a few
words of greeting each moming.

Finally, Bowen decided he
would ask the pretty Clemson miss
out. That's how he met Harnette,
his wile and staunch supporter in
his four-decade career. It was only
later that he found out Hammetle,
who did not have a class until 9
a.m., dutifully arose early each
morning just to meet “by accident.”

“She chased me until 1 let her
catch me,” Bowen says, sitting in
his office, packing up the lotsam
and jetsam that accrues 1n a
minister’s office.

The remark draws an arched
eyebrow from his bnde, who re-
members the chase a httle differ-

ently, once he was prodded to ac-
ton.

But for a minister to be success-
ful, a mimster’s wife must be his
imvaluable aide. Bowen said he was
especially blessed in that regard
Harnette grew up 1n a church-go-
ing Methodist fanmly and has al-
ways loved living in the church.

“She has the gift of hospital-
ity,” he said. “And Methodists al-
ways give more after they’ve been
fed.”

As one parishioner says, she
1s unfarthingly gracious, a true
Southern gentlewoman.

Bowen's gilts for lus calling are
many. 1hs sense of humor perme
ates has hife, and anyone in his pres
ence 15 gomg to walk away with
spirits a hittle higher than belore,
Humor, he says, 15 one of the bel-

ler is one way (0 do thai,” he says.

Another congregation tmember,
Baxter Davis, says he hkes his
down-to-earth quahties

“He's the first jock ['ve had as
a preacher. He's been in the real
world, and he’s a good guy to be
around. He's a real communicator -
- one of the guys,” Davis said.

Fulton County (. ommissioner
Bob Fulton is a member of his
church, and he observes Bowen
has made not only a sigmhicant
contribution to the church but to
the community as well

“He has made significant con-
tributions (o a number of organiza-
tions including the United Way and
the North Fulton Community
Chanties. He will be missed in North
F‘ulton,” Fulton said.

Bowen has seen growth in just
about every church he’s pastored.
He started in Snellville, then to
Chapelwood in Athens, and then
served at Peachtree Road in
Buckhead. From there he went to
LLaGrange and then served a stint
as superintendent of the Augusia
Dastrict. He then served as pastor
to Trimty-on-the-Hill in Augusta
before answering the call 1o come
o Alpharetta.

Now 1t would be unfair to ask
Bowen which church stands out in
his mumstry, sort of hke asking a
parent 1o name s favonte child.
But he speaks with a special pride
at what has been accomphished at
Alpharetta First United Methodist.

“In a real sense, my ministry
was complete. | was able to bring

a long, strong tradhvion, but ot looks
more to the future than the pasi

“We've expenenced tremen:
dous growth Usnally churches
with a great tradition are slow to
change, but we didn’t have (o over-
come that here. This church has
marched ahead and gotten 1t done ™

It is an exciting bme (o be 1n the
church, Bowen says

“People are hungry for what the
church has to offer

But the grueling demands of
preaching three sermons on Sun-
day and pastoring such a large con-
gregation have taken therr toll [t s
time to pass the torch, and Dr.
Harvey West, the current superin-
tendent of the Augusta District,
has agreed to come aboard with his
wife Charlyn.

The Bowens will continue to
make their home 1in North Fulton,
but continming (o spend time at
their lake home called Wits Inn
There the fisher of men becomes
an avid fisher of fish. His two chil-
dren Lucy and Bruce have given
he and Hamette five grandchildren,
including Joseph Bruce Bowen Ir,
the fourth 1n his line to carry that
name

The way Bowen sees it, they'l]
all be good fishermen by the time
he’s through. The couple will also
take time to do some traveling and,
yes, see some Clemson football
games,

“1t's been a good hfe, and I'm
retring on a good note,” he said.
“I have no regrets, and ['m not look-
ing back, I'm looking forward.”
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17 February 1996

Mr. Aubrey Morris
2980 Francis Road
Alpharetta, Ga 30201

Dear Aubrey,

I wanted to thank you for the column in the latest
ReVue regarding the historical homes on Canton Street
1n Alpharetta My mother was Fannie Teasley who married
my father. Hill Harman; her father was Dodge Teasley.
whose roots go back to Alpharetta's beginning. One of
his ancestors. Isham Teasley. donated the land upon which
a Methodist church was built (circa 1870) in Alpharetta.
which is now the site of the First Methodist Church of
Alpharetta on Main Street. (I spoke to you once on the
phone regarding the paving over of some graves, probably
Indians, on the premises.] I believe you also spoke with
my first cousin. Mary Ann (Dempgey) Mansell, on several
occasions, too. Mary Ann's mother, Mozelle (Teasley)
Dempsey. was my mother's sister. Their other sister was
Thelma Teasley Murrah, whose daughter, Frances Herrin.
ﬁ now lives in the Teasley house you referred to in your
column.. 104 Canton Street...i1t's well over 100 years
old. I live at 118 Canton Street, next door. and the
big old house next to me on the other side was built and
inhabited by my Teasley ancestors. as well: later on.
two aunts of Everett Newton, Miss Minnie and Miss Pearl
| Christian, lived there, and it was most recently occupied
| by Ed wWaddell...it, too., is way over 100 years old.
| Further on up Canton is the Nat Lewis house. and across
| the street is the Wills house.. .each one 1s at least
a century old.
I do want to thank you for the beautiful column. and
I also wanted to fill you 1n on what some of my neighbors
and I have been trying to accomplish with regard to the
very property you wrote about at the beginning.o? your
article...Canton Street and Mayfield, but specifically
Canton and the Mayfield extension. Ever since Publix

attempted to build on that gorgeous property between
Canton, Main and the Mayfield extention, we have bombarded

the powers that be at City Hall with corres-




pondence begging the City to buy the land and build a

passive park on it. There have also been letters to

Planning Commission members, Parks and Recreation mem-

bers, etc.., etc. (I also wrote one to Hatcher Hurd.

with the ReVue. who chose not to respond or to help us

with a column. .but I'm still hoping he'll come around.)

All anyone has to do is look at the beautiful trees

that are there. and look at the property's proximity

to the library and elementary school., and observe the

number of people who use the sidewalks on Canton and )

Main Streets to exercise (walk, jog. stroll the baby. ;

walk the dog) every day to realize what an absolutely

made-to-order spot this would be for a little park

nothing fancy, just a few benches and swings. but mostly

a place of serenity for folks to take a break and a

place to preserve for the birds and squirrels that now

live there. Not only that, this property is spitting

- distance from downtown Alpharetta. and is in the middle

of the historical homes district you wrote about...

what a jewel this would be in Alpharetta's land-use plan!

As I've tried to convey to so many. when one visits some

of the really beautiful cities in Georgia. 1it's not the

strip shopping centers and mega grocery stores one 5
!
1
!
!
;
\
i
]

remembers and wants to revisit.. . .it's the parks and

places of historical significance. There are enough
aroce stores anc NODD1NC ante 1ln Alpharetta !/ we
need to be about the business of preserving what 1is
really important...what can't be replaced in our life-
times...places of beauty for us, and the generations
that will follow, to enjoy.
| I apologize for being verbose. but when I get on
| this subject. I get carried away. I hope you'll have a
look at this wooded property., and decide to help us 1in
our drive to make our elected officials realize what's
to gain. or lose, here; your help would certainly be
appreciated. . by other columns, or by whatever means
that would get our message across. (I forgot to mention.
when Jimmy Phillips was our mayor, he liked our idea
very much, and he conveyed to me that, because of the
barrage of letters from my neighbors and me., the city
had taken an option to buy this property: I believe 1t r
was near being foreclosed' against. and was, apparently. i
up for a bargain-basement price.... that's the last I've
heard. Chuck Martin hasn't been in office long enough
for me to get a good read on what he's all about.)

Jump in if you're interested in our fight ! We'll

be glad to have you help us.

Best regards,

——
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October 23,1991

At 8:45 p.m. this date, I talldd by phone to Mrs. Ruth (Spence) Wélls, of Mid-

Broadwell Soad, Alpharetta,Ga. Phone L75-5052, a lifelong member of the Alph-

aretta First United Methodist Chureh. She told me that some LO graves were

in the original Alpharetta Methodist Church Cemetery when she was a ehild grow-

ing up...and that her son, a Vietnam War veteran, was once bitten by a snake uhiie

playing in the cemetery. She said many members of the chureh were terribly upset

when the church, then under the Pastorship of Rev. Uonald Gray(now living in Sandy

Springs and an assistant for hospital visiting at Sandy Springs Methodist Churchi
This occurred,she says, around 1965-1966.

"paved over thije cemetery”, using her exact words./She said she was so wrought up

over the action that she ceased attendance and has, since then, attenced chureh

at Midway and other United Methodist churches in this area\Alpharetta area). She

says she is very pleased that the current pastor has indicated (to me) that he

wants to work with concerned members and citizens to rectify the wrong of the

past in putting a parking lot over the graveyard.She calls Alpharetta her "church home".

Mrs. Wills3150 informed me that Charlie Phillips, of the Louie Jones Funeral Home,
at Alpharetta, has a "monument: from the cemetery stored in the basement of the
funeral home ." She invited me to talk to Charlie Phillips about this.. She also

indicated that I should talk to ¥r. Marvin Bagley,Yr., of Alpharetta, about the

paving over of the cemetery.

Mrs. Wills also said she is a "double cousin” of Attorney Bill Spence, who has

conferred with myself and my cousin, Charles Morris, on this matter,

Aubrey R. Morris W

11 visit Mrs. Wills at her home in Crabapple tomorrow,0ct.2h,1991.

P,S.:1
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Tuesday, October 29,1991

Yn this date, at 11:45 a.m., I visited Mrs, Susanne(Susie)(Aunt Pint) {JAHES)
Holbrook, widow of Judson Holbrook, in her home at 164 Duluth Street, in
Alpharetta,Ga. Tepephone L75-58L3.

Mrs. Holbrook, at age 92, is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, living

member of Alpharetta First Wnited Methodist Church, She says her parents, the late
Alexander Morris James and Eugenia Mary Azalee (Wallace) James, were member of

the Alpharetta Metjodist Church, as well as her grandparents, Oscae James and

Martha Jane(Merris) #ames.,and her great-grandparents Charles Wesley and Eliz.Morris.

Mrs. Holbrook recalls that the oripinal church burial ground was just to the north
of the "old church", and that the church was still an old wooden building when she

was a girl, When about the age of nine, she recalls, there were, in her words,
"a lot of graves. I remember the markers, They were old."

Brg, Holbrook says the current pastor of the church appears to be a man of preat
dedicatiorn amd cammunity concern, for church members , as well as for the people
of the conmunity as a whole, She says she is very anxious to see the success of
the effort to erect a suitable memorial for these early church members buried

in the first church cemetery. Mrs. Holbrook especially remembrrs the happy memo-
ries of attending Sunday School at the church, while a child, She says her
health does not permit ruch activity today and she is unable to attend services,
although she is especially proud to be one of the oldest members yet living.

Aubrey R. Morris %@{
, Alé/b




November 9,1991.

On this date I talked by phone to Mrs, Mary Ann (Derpeey) Mansell (Mrs, Harry
K. Mansell, of Roswell,Ca., a grandaughter of the late Mr. Dodge Teasley, a
lemgtime member and leader of Alpharetta First United Methodist Chureh...the
Teasley family, through Alpharetta's first Poatmaster, Isham Teasley, being
among the founding members of the church,
Mrs, Mansell says she "remembers the little rock Frave markers” in the Methodist
Church burial ground, which was located Just to the north of, and alongside, the
church, when she was "a child",
Mrs. Mansell listed as among the other descendants of the Teasley Tamily: Han
Phone:922-3921,,
Harmon, at 475-5277 and a brother, David Harmon, at Conyers,la/...also Frances
Murrah Herring, at L75-6808 and her brother, Bob Murrah, the latter of renderson,
North Carolina.Mrs. Mansell says all these descendants of the Teasley Tamily have
been sadly mindful of the "paving over of the cemetery” at the church. I will

endeavor to contact Mrs, Mansellls relatives regarding their views and their mowkedse

of the matter. A, R. Morris

P.S.: Called Nan Harmon at the above telephone number and she expressed the
same knowledge of the matter as did Mr . Mary Ann (Denpsey) Manswell . Mrs. Harmon
said she rememters, as a child, a small sravestone "between the two cedar trees”

at the Alpharetta Methodist Church. She says her grandparents, the late ¥r, and Mrs,
Dodge Teasley, whouwere lifelong members of the ehurch, were "very upset” when the
graves were paved overyand the burial groud turned into parking area. Nan memtioned
to me that she mentioned the burial ground matter to the Pastor, Rev. Job Sowen,
who was very considdrate to her and visited her at the Alpharetta Funeral Home when

her husband died recently. She said Rev. Bowen arpeared entirely sensitive to the

matter and indicated he had been informed of lhe prublm.....f.ﬁ.ﬁé P
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Tuesday, November 12,1991

Today, at noon, I met with Mr. Marvin Bagley, an Alpharetta native, retired
military officer and member of Alpharetta First United Methodist Church. We
had lunch together at the Alpha Soda Cafe and discussed the original burial
pround of the church, which Mr, Bagley remembers clearly. He related that

he was away in military service overseas at the time the cemetery was paved
over and, since the Bagley family were among the first members, he is anxious
to see the area restored.

Mr., Bagley brought with him copies of deeds and plat relating to property
ad joining the area of the church property where the original cemetery is
lecated.

Mr, Bagley indicated to me that the current pastor and trustees of the
church appear to be of a mind to restore this cemetery area, althouph he
says he is concerned that such an effort not be extravagant. I told him
that those people to whom we have talked have the same notion.,that the
paving should be removed from the grave area and a suitable memorial be

erected.

S ———
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Wednesday,October 9,1991
On this date, at 3 p.m., my First Cousin, Charles Morris, and I met with Alpharetta

‘4 torney William (Bill) Spence, a lifeleng member of Alpharetta Methodist Church.Mr.

Spence said he had been requested by The Rev. Mr. Bowen, Pastor, to meet with us and

hear our wishes regarding the resteration of the ogiginal church cemetery site, in

the form of a memorial garden or something of this type. We told him we were amxiows

to work with the chureh in providing help toward research and that we were in accord

with the wishes of the pastor that the problem of the cemetery being paved over be
corrected. The Rev, Mr. Bowen, incidentally, had called Charles Morris and myself

on a Friday afternoon about three weeks after our meeting with him and assured us that |
he was moving toward setting the machinery in motion among his curch governing body
to affect such a cemetery memorial. |
Mr. Bill Spence, who is age 85, told Charles Morris and I that he remembered our F
own Crandmother, the late Charity Rhoda (Jett) Horris“sh'n_tn‘.?i;‘ng' at thés church when

he was a young boy . Mr. Spence thanked Charles and I for serving as a sort of "eon -

science™ for the church and offered the feeling that the old church cemetery should

"never have been paved over in the first place". He assured us that the present

pastor is deeply concerned about this and wants to take steps to honor the dead,whose
Christian efforts were in behalf of this historic church.

There was no. question whatever in the mind of Bill Spence, who referred to the area

in question =2s the "church cemetery". We agreed, tentatively, that a proper thing to do

would be to remove the pavement from the parking area in qQuestion, plant grass and

other suitable vegetation and erect a marker, perhaps a granate one with names of
people buried there, as well as could be researched. Bill Spence remembered the name

of the "Lott" family, a family name which had been mentioned by Louie Jones.
Mr. Spence specifically remembeted the "Lott" tombstone marker.

Charles Morris assured Attorney Spence that it is the desire of the Morris family
members to work closely and cooperatively with the church pastor and governing
body and we were not attempting to interfere with the church's building expansion

plan; merely to protect the integrity of the hallowed burial ground of our fore-

father, Charles Wesley Morris, and others buried in the same burial ground

WMW




Wednesday , Uctober 23,1991

On this date my brother, Hugh Thomas Morris, accompanied me to Alpharetta First

United Methodist Church, where we visited the area where the original church

burial ground is located.

Hugh Morris immediately pointed out the area surrounding the cedar tree as being

™ L F, x| o S r e
o W I-L'-'- il £ / e i-l L

the center of the burial area. He recalled that our late father, Glen Thomas Morris,
had been with him in Alpharetta many years ago and, while there, walked from the
old courthouse area up the street to the Methodist church and showed him(making
a point of it) where Charles Wesley Morris lies buried near the cedar tree. My
trother recalled that there was an old wrought iron fence ar-und a portion - of
the burial area nearest the cedar tree. He also recalled that our late father

remarked to him at that date that Charles Wesley Morris was a "charter member” of

ghe Alpharetta Methodist Churchs Fieldstones marked his grave, head and foot |
died between 1850 and 1860,leaving a wife and nine chlldrg_ » oot. He !

This visit bears out information I have previously recorded: to wit: that I,
along with my late father , Hugh T. Morris and other members of our family had
been taught, on numerous occasions, that our great grandfather, Charles Wesley
Morris, was buried at this particular spot and that his wife, Elizabeth Ken-
dall )Morris , who died many years after her husband and after the old churech
burial ground was no longer in use, was buried(is buried) at the Alpharetta Town

Cemetery.( Mrs. Elizabeth (Kendall) Morris is, in faect, buried in the lot of her

grandson, Alexander Morris James, in Alpharetta-Town Cemetery).

Aubrey R. Morris ,

3:45 pom., Oct, 23,1991




GEORGIA, FULTON COUNTY

, do certify that the within and foregoing is a

true and correct copy of the document as appears by the
original on file and record in the office of

Clerk of Fulton Superior Court.

TReds e (Do) pages_ (a2 623
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DEPUTY CLERK, FULTON SUPERIOR COURT

JUANITA HICKS
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

168-007-1188
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Remarks

Aubrey R. Morris

O1d Milton Historical Society

Thursday, January 19,1989

If you were to consult one of Georgia's best history books, you would
find that Milton County isr't even mentioned. When The Rev. George White
published his difinitive history of our state, titled "Historical Collect-
ions of Georgia”, in 1854, this area of present-day North Fulton County
was a part of Cherokee County. It wasn't until three years later,on Dec.
18,1857, that the Georgia General Assembly formed Milton County-from
portions of Cherokee, Cobb and Forsyth counties. Milton county flourished
for 75 years. Then, under the crushing blow of the Great Depression,it
was "merged” into Fulton County on January 1,1932...as was old Campbell
County, now making up South Fulton.Campbell Tived to be a respectable 104
years old.

Milton County 1s, in every respect, much more than a myth. A recent
issue of The Alpharetta ReVue published a number of photographs of some
of the buildings that proudly stood here in Alpharetta, in:the very same
area where we are meeting tonight. One of them was the old Milton County
Courthouse,located on the ground where the Alpharetta City Hall is now
located. I urge you to read and re-read the special section which the ReVue
reprinted from 1its issue of July 1983. It is only through such historical
glimpses of old Milton's past, and in such ReVue columns as those written
by William E.(Bi11) Spence,Sr. and Carolyn Dillman that we.can learn of
the people, the buildings and the events that are the real "soul" of our
community.

The "funeral"” for Milton County may have been held 57 years ago. The
legacy it left in land went to political power brokers in Atlanta and

Fulton County, in exchange for some jobs in the county government for

(more)




Page2 «Morris

a few, some~ paved roads, a convict camp and assorted other "tokens" of
service from the Fulton County Commission, in exchange for the steady
flow of taxes from this area into the county coffers in Atlanta.
Having given up its body, dear old Milton County today 'is having
to fight to save its soul.Here's an example of what I'm talking about:
When I asked the then-Chairman of the Atlanta-Fulton County - Library

Board why the new Alpharetta Library couldn't be made to conform, archi-

l'l’. - "_‘Li“ ol ay g L ]

tecturally, with the surrounding neighborhood---since the Alpharetta
Woman's Club had raised this question---his curt reply was in the form of
a question:"What's historic about those houses?" It was only after some g
community leaders in Roswell raised a ruckus that the same Library Board I
gave 1im and did a slight modification on the original design of the Ros-
well Library.Despite protests from the Alpharetta Woman's Club, Mayor i
Jimmy Phillips and a few others, Alpharetta's new library,paid for with ;
taxes, will be exactly what the Library Board, made up mostly of Atlan-
tans,decreed Alpharetta would have..never mind the explosive growth in
this area,..or any concern for local historic pride.

Speaking of growth, I've always stood for progress. A growing popu- :
shopping centers )

lation calls for more schools, churches, health services/and the like.
But uncontrolled growth contains the seeds of its own destruction. There
simply must be a way for the entire North Fulton area to gain control ;

of the forces that are setting us up to become another "Golden Ghetto",

the name given the once-proud community of Sandy Springs. I suggest that z
North Fulton could correctly be described as the "Loose Goose". The growth
is running, uncontrolled, in every direction. 4

The fact that community leaders in Sandy Springs are now seeking help
in the General Assembly,through an effort to incorporate,is a good sign. ﬁ
They simply want--and, I think, fully intend--to have a voice in the making K

of decisions that effect their homes and businesses. And they're doing 0

this despite a hostile Fulton county legislative delegation--with the o

exception, of course, of Representatives Luther Colbert and Dorothy
10 [ E
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_ Page 3-Morris
Felton and State Senator Sally Newbill. We 1n North Fulton are fortunate,

indeed, to have these three memberstf the Georgia General Assembly speak-

1ng out for this area...and fighting for our rights.

The taxation imposed by the Fulton County Commission---with a minimue
of representation, number-wise---is obviously of concern to a growing
number of North Fultonites North of the River. Population arowth in this
areéa, which will be reflected in the 1990 U.S.Census, is sure to bring

legislative
about some/correction in the disproportionate voice we in North Fulton

have in the State Legislature ang?the Fulton County Commission. I have a
feeling,though, that many taxpayers don't want to wait until--probably
1992--before any corrective action is taken. Unless some way is found to
Coax the General Assembly into action in our behalf, the Federal Courts
may be the only alternative.Talk of "de-annexing" old Milton County from
Fulton continues to be heard, although I suspect some of it is facetious.
It merely reflects the dissatisfaction many North Fulton people have with
the way Fulton €ounty is running things..

There are occasional rays of hope that North Fulton may be able to
come to grips with the crisis brought on by the failure of the Fulton
County Commission to meet its obligation to North Fulton. You may have

and
heard that the North Fulton Chamber of Commercef the cities of Alpharetta

and Roswell and are sponsoring an all-day conference on Friday,February
3 , titled "Building a Partnership for North Fulton's Future." A cross-
section of governmental and business leaders will be on hand for this
event, being held at the Roswell Holiday Inn and having a registration
cost of $35. I'm p]ease{fo read that Representative Johnny Isakson,of
Cobb County, will be on hand to discuss the importance of the Governor's
Growth Strategies Commission recomendations,now awaiting action in the
Mr. Isakson will be the luncheon speaker.

General Assembly/I urge many private citizens to attend this conference

and get informed Call the North Fulton Chamber of Commerce for details.

['m proud to be the owner of a copy of the Milton County News-,the

official organ of Milton County, published here in Alpharetta on Thursday,

February 12,1914. The Editor, Mr. James L.Swilling, printed the paper’'s
more
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bear the names of the familes, or places, from which they originated.
It is incumbent on us to guard against ridiculous name changes, just
to suit the whim and fancy of developers. Take away a name and you have
no real identity. Real names have meaning. Contrived names mean nothing.

In conclusion, my appeal to you, and to all citizens of 61d Milton
County, is to get interested in what is happening --whether in the towns
of Alpharetta and Roswell or Mountain Park or any of the many thriving
communities scattered throughout our area. These are dynamic times and,
as sure as the Sun rises, the changes that are going to take place in the
next few years will effect all of us, hopefully for the better. The
“Loose Goose” of uncontrolled exploitatiop,which has left our community
scarred 1n many ways.must not be allowed to tuen this area into another
"Golden Ghetto.”

our demand

If/citiﬁzgs /: their rights and pool their intelligence and their

resources, / can still manage to preserve some of the qualities of life

that attracted our forefathers--as well as today-s newcomers- to 01d

Milton County. This calls for more care and concern for our neighbors..... |

Cooperative action between citizens (homeowners) and developers, so that
our environment is enhanced, not destroyed...Greater attention by our
municipalities to planned, orderly land use..... and better citizen input
into the decisions which effect the overall community.

0ld Milton County may have been a sleepy, rural community that had

no alternative than to give up the ghost. That question might be the

wadubject of a debate. But let's not forget the glorious legacy of our past.

don't intend to. My Great Grandfather, Charles Wesley Morris, a
pioneer settler of Alpharetta who came here in 1844 and lies buried under
the asphalt parking lot of the Alpharetta Methodist Church(along with a
number of other original settlers of this community), would turn over in

nis grave if 1 should give up the fight.

FRRAARTAEAEAA A




2980 Francis Road

Alpharetta,Ga. 20101
September 13,1994

Dear Bill,

?y wife,Tera,and I returned over the weekend from spending a week
in Berrien County,Ga.with her aging mother to learn that your dear
wife Mabel had passed away. First,we got the sad news from the
newspaper.And then my sister,Jean (Morris) Marks,your fellow member
of the Alpharetta Methodist Church, called to tell us Sunday
evening. Jean mentioned that you had inquired about me.I am so
sorry that Tera and I were unable to be there to show our
respects,along with the multitude of others who pour our their
grief--but demonstrate their love and devotion--on such occasions.

The first thing I thought of when I got the news was the full life
you and your beloved partner had shared for so many years. The
family, the church, the public service,the community involvement and
the travels of Bill and Mabel. I then thought about what vou would
probably say if you were writing another column for the newspaper.
I'm sure 1t would be about the multitudinous joys that are the
hallmark of such a blessed union.

Then I was thinking about Bill and Mabel as individuals. Bill--the
one with a public image spanning a period of decades. A high
achiever in his own community,as well as the state of Georgia at
large.Public profile. Mabel, the quiet one...the partner behind the
scene. Rarely publically extolled in print.,except in her devoted
husband's own appreciative writing. Mabel,the gracious lady
who,every time I saw her,was wearing a radiant smile.Mabel, by
Bill's side,but also behind him,pushing and encouraging.

Bill,I am reminded of my favorite poet as I search for words of
comfort and solace for you,my lifelong friend,although I know that
vour multitude of relatives and friends have expressed themselves
as best they could, through words and memorials. The words come from
Thomas Gray's poignant "Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard” .Demonstrating that the goodness of most men and women
goes unheralded.That they live out full and rewarding lives without
so much as a public accolade:

"Full many a gem of purest ray serene

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear;

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,

And waste its sweetnness on the desert air."
A1l of God's creatures,nevertheless,are the work of his blessed
hand.All are equal in God's sight.And,through "Jesus Christ His
Son" ., we share alike in his Eternal Kingdom...whether we're still
alive and doing His work,or whether our Souls are at rest with the
Saints in Heaven.Be assured that Tera and I are among the many who
love you and fully appreciate what you and your departed wife have
done for our community,individually and as partners.
Sincerely,
Aubrey R. Morris

llllllll



United “tates Census for 1840, District 892, Cherokee County,ia. |

Heads of Families

!
|
I
M.H. Ford Wiley Thompson Hardy Herald Lear Fisher !
James Guthrey Janecg Yalker John Stancil Robert Ingram :
\/ Lsam Teasley Fli McConnell John Holland “ashington Ford g
Jessee Robnetl Benajah Traman William Fields,Sr. Alpens Fhilips :
John Hix Archabald Cockbum  James Stewart Hary Thompson i
John Mellicken Madison Jamisson \/Alf‘nrd H, Teasley Mclin Waters g
Daniel Stephen Lodewick Dbohb John MeDawid Wm.B./'utchfn=an
(Hnnry Emerson Andrew Phillips Dennis Miller Anderson Carrol
John M. Dorris Gideon Land Thos. S. Simpson James Bradford
Thos. J. Humphries James Dorris Jacob Uwens Gabriel Morris
Daniel Butler Pe‘ter Fduards Ylilliam Fields,Jr, James Dearing |
Lawson Fields lilnges Black Willis Batey I.W.Bates
Martin Wells Hezekiah Miller James Midleton Yilliam Plemons
Abner Phillipps Lewis Norris James Ray James Lowery
William York %Simﬂion Bo ltucker Mapney Trammel David Rusk,Snar.
Oliver P, Moor Sulcer Dobbs Shadrick Morris John Grimes
Stephen VWhite Tziah Holland Abner Phi’.lips,'-‘r. John L. Black
John Man flenda "hillips «nusﬁel Jones Milbery Dudlev
John T. Landrum Hm. Hardaman ‘/Nancy Jones FENRSAERE
Jesse Broadw=1l Jesse R,Hansford Hathan ¥illaford 617 total population
P of Mst. 892,
Needham Broadwel Joseph Hansford Klizabeth Owens Q7 heads of households
X . ' 285 males and 295 fe-
Gallant Hunnels Stephen Pobb Yarda Semore males, by eoincidence.
o _ 26 male slaves
Wiley Fowler Charity Vhile Joseph Pumnel off ' Panals slames
¥illiam Holland Thos, House Hary Hi.tChE]. ###########
Re M is,
Willis Thompson Drucilla Walker i

Lewis Wigpins

\/ = DmpTée some 0% 251\5 milies o Alph&wm’?& Mf}hv&l‘:’,{ C-}\"-'“""'A.Q,M.
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2980 Francis Road ?
Alpharetta,Ceorgia 30201

Mr. William Edward Spence,Sr.
Attorney at Law

31 North Main Street
Alpharetta,Georgia 30201

Dear Mr. Spence:

¥e are pleased to present to you the results of our investigation, and
recommendations, regarding restoration of the original burial grounds of
the Alpharetta First United Methodist Church. This is in accordance with
our discussion in your office on Wednesday, October 99,1991,

After extensive research on the history of the church, as well as inter-
views with church members, past and present and with descendants of sone
of the early members known to be buried in the cemetery, we recormend the
removal of the asphalt paving from the burial area, which can be made intc
a fitting memorial garden, with grass and appropriate shrubbery. A% the
center of the area, we propose the erection of a "Founder's Memorial” mar-
ker, of granite. This would be a propriate to the site and emphasize the

unique historical legacy this very first church holds for Alpharetta and
the surrounding area.

The "Memorial" marker we recormend would contain the names of 32 "Pioneer
Families", which our extensive research reveals to have been kev partici-
pants in the foundation and early life of New frospect Methodist Carprround.
Our own great-grandfather, the late Charles Wesley Morris, is arong those
buried in this hallowed ground. Based on our interviews with many pressnt-
day members of these pioneer families, the unanimous conclusion is that such
display of these names will be a fitting way to honor those buried there.In
addition, its historical/civic/religious signifieance for the church and its
future will be of very positive impact.

A history of the church, written by the late Mrs. P.L. Elkins, a longtire
member,was the source of most of the names.The list was augmented by the
study of early court and land records. Mrs. Elkins' document lists the begin-
ning of the New Prospect Methodist Campground as November 11,1858. We were
able to document the early pastors, beginning with the Civil War period,by
the study of records in the Pitts Library at Emory University.We recommend
the inclusion of these five early "documented" pastors' names on the memorial
marker, as well as the current (1992) pastor, Rev.Joseph Bowen,and Trustees

Chairman,T.Ken Driskell.

A conceptual design for such a memorial marker is included in this document,as
well as copies of memoranda made in connection with our research effortst'ye
would be happy to work with the designated church authorities in fund-raising
| for such a memorial.We are convinced many of the descendants of these early
; ohurch families will want to contribute financially to such a worthy endeavor.

E —

Sincerely yourE E " E

Aubrey R. Morris

Charles E. Morris
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PIONEER FAMILIES

ALEXANDER GARDNER MAYFIELD RUCKER

BAGLEY GILSTRAP McCLURE SMITH
BURGESS HARRIS MEDLOCK SPENCE
CRISLER HOOK MORRIS TEASLEY
DEVORE JAMES MOSTELLER  ypsHAwW
DOUGLAS JONES NORMAN WEBB
EMERSON LOTT NUNNALLY  wESTBROOK
EASON MANNING PARSONS WILLS
EARLY PASTORS: CIVIL WAR PERIOD

DANIEL KELSEY - 1861

G.W.L. ANTHONY — 1862 WILLIAM W. OSLIN — 1863—4
SAMUEL J. BELLAH — 1863  JOHN R. GAINES — 1865-6
JOESEPH BOWEN ol zame diharans ﬂ: KENNETH DRISKELL
| PASTOR :Dj o CHR., TRUSTEES
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FOUNDER' S MEMORIAL

#OFF’tfh;ﬂh ME THUDIS T
SYMBel IMSERTED WERE, ¥

In this area lie the remains of
of several of those dedicated

Christians who chose this site
for Alpharetta's 1st Church

NEW PROSPECT METHODIST
CAMPGROUND-ca 1835—45
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PIONEER FAMILIES

ALEXANDER GILSTRAP McCLURE SMITH

BAGLEY HARRIS MEDLOCK SPENCE
BURGESS HOOK MORRIS TEASLEY
CRISLER JAMES MOSTELLER UPSHAW
DEVORE JONES NORMAN WEBB
p“? MERSON  LOTT NUNNALLY  WwESTBROOK
EASON MANNING PARSONS WILLS :
GARDNER MAYFIELD RUCKER e e £

EARLY PASTORS: CIVIL WAR PERIOD

DANIEL KELSEY - 1861

G.W.L. ANTHONY - 1862 WILLIAM W. OSLIN — 1863—4
SAMUEL J. BELLAH - 1863 JOHN R. GAINES - 1865-6
ERECTED 1992 CG: "IN HOX SIGNO” - JOSEPH BOWEN, PASTOR
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FIRsT erreE wic i HODIST CHURCH

JOE B. BOWEN, JR.

Senior Minister
DAVID E. TINSLEY BRANNON L. ROBERTS MARY ANN GILBERT STEVEN D. CASH
Associate Minister Minister of Music Minigter of Program Minister to Youth
May 7, 1997

Mrs. Simi Long
301 Black Kettle Lane
Alpharetta GA 30202

Dear Simi,

I met with members of the Morris family on April 24. They wanted to be reassured
that in the change of pastors that the church’s commitment of a Founder’s Garden as a part
of Phase II of our Administrative and Educational Building would not be lost in the transition

of leadership.

[ assured them that this Garden was something to which this church was hirmly
committed and enthusiastic and that it would be put in the needs package at the outset of

planning Phase II.

I also told them that when the time comes to build, we will invite them (0 be a parn of
this project through their financial gifts. They assured me they would “do their part.”

Thank you for holding this opportunity to Iink past and present to the future and
honor and remember the founders of this community and church before us. This promises 10
be an exciting and beautiful spot.

Joy and Peace,

— %\
W~

JBB:pr
copies:

Wes Jennings, Trustees
Ruth Wills - 3 copies for the Morris family

69 North Main Street / Alpharetta, Georgia 30201 / Church (770) 475-5576




SHIRLEY ANNE VICK

3061 SLATON DRIVE, N.W. / ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30305 / (404) 233-6818

14 May 13991

Mr. Jim Toler
2600 Burgess Road
Alpharetta, GA 30201

Dear Mr. Toler:

Your name was given to me by Dr. Nat Long as the chairman

of the building committee of the Alpharetta Methodist Church
and he suggested that I contact you regarding the following.
I will certainly appreciate your consideration.

My great-great-grandfather, Charles Wesley Morris is reported
to be buried in the church yard of your church in the area
which was paved over some years ago. My cousin, Aubrey Morris,
tells me that there has been some discussion of removing

the asphalt from that section and dedicating that area to

the memory of the original founders of the church, one of
which my ancestor is purported to be. Or. Long told me that
he was not aware of such a plan but perhaps you could help
us. We are very interested in such a project in almost any
form that it would take in order that the graves which are
buried would be uncovered.

I will be out of the country from May 21 to June 11, but
would very much like to hear from you if there is anything
the family can do to encourage something along thoses lines.

Thank you so much for your kind attention to this letter.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Shirley Anne Vick
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 STATE OF GEORGIA. Milion County.

THIS INDENTURE, made this Ninth  day of March

in the year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and 181 en.

between_ 2.Ls3arnwell

of the State of 5« and county of Gminnett of the first part,

and _ James M,Ragley

Of thejSthe Uf Eeﬁl"giﬂ and Cou]lt}r 0[ Miston

of the second part,
WITNESSETH: That the said part¥

of the first part, for and in consideration of

l NG ree. . NI e e oo ___DOLLARS,
| n hand pzud at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is

hereby acknowledged, hae _ granted, bargained, sold and conveyed, and by these presents

do er grant bargain, sell and convey unto the said party of the second part, his _

—

- = - e -

Ga.,oane more ful.y described s¢ follows: Rounded on the mouth by the ¥.E.Church

L. imnning,
proreriy; On the east by land of T.H.!anning; on the north by 122d of 2.P.Noraal

L e

2
end R.J.¥~bb,and on the mest by provnerty of H.A. ardner snd lend of the T_A

o Trrarlev

estate,cnd being 2 part of land lot No.Twelve Hundred ,Fifty-three (1253) in the

Second Nietricl and Jecond Section of originaliy Cherokee,out now Udilten County, Ga.

and eonteining one acre,more or leee

To HaveE AND 10 HoLD the said bargained premises, together with all and singular the rights,
members and appurtenances thereof, to the same being, belonging or in anywise appertaining

~ lw the vniy proper use, benellt anu bchuui; vlnim,

- the said party of the second part, his
heirs and assigns forever, IN FEE SIMPLE.

And the said party ___of the first part, for himsel® hia _  heirs, executors and
administrators will warrant and forever defend the right and title to the above described prop

erty unto the said part’ . of the second part, hie ____heirs and assigns, against the lawful

claims of all persons whomsoever.

In WiTNESs WHEREOF, The said party of the first part ha 8 hereunto set

~__hand___ _and affixed his ____seal ___, the day and year above written.

( SEAL )

e — s
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To Have and to Hold the said bargamed pr mlsc:é with all and smgu]arfﬁe rights,
members aniizjfnances thereto appertaining, to the only proper use, benefit and

behoofof__— i the said

\M‘_—_—_#—_.——_ EEEE—— e . jee— . o ——— e e — ———

heirs, executors, adm:m;tktors and assigns, in fee simple. And the saild ——

¥4

- -

%M____

s, and against all and every other person or persons,

, by Vlﬁu\e‘ﬂf thewﬁgeng oy NS e e

shall and will¥&varrant and forever defe

‘In Wiihess Wheb’eof The said_*
—_— —— — ———_u-r—- o - Mg/ B < ———- — 33X % 1aS  hereunto set

' hand and afﬁxea | “Lﬂ-»u?'/ seal , and delivered these presents, the

-

il

day and year first above written.
alcd dehvered ip the presence of

’, '/ f / /M/‘/ (Seal)

l WP . (Seal)
acn o (Seal)
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State of Georgla,_u/ 4 County.

I hial
This Indenture, made thc_%ff Q.(g _day of 4&74’/(7% iy the
ousand Nine Hundred and !:Z//Lw o _lietween

of our Lord On\eftb\
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—— — — — , for nd in consideration of the sum of

1s hereby acknowledged, hay/</ oranted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed and con-

ﬁrmtd and by these presents dozé._/grant bargain, sell, alien, convey and confirm,

unto the said Brunall

—— — e —
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EISTORICAL FACTS CONCERYING THE ORGANIZATION AND
DEVEIOPMENT OF MT. ZION METHODIST CHURCH AND MT.

ZIOM CANP-GROUND IN THE WESTERN PART OF SPALDING
COUNTY, GEORGIA.

On the 8th of January 1821, the U. S. Governmeat sent
two commigsioners to conclude a Treaty with the Creek Nation
of Indians at the Indian Springs which released a broad area
of land between the Ocmulgee and Flint Rivers for settlement
by Georgians clamoring for more land. Soon after the Treaty l
the area was formed into several large Counties and surveyed
into lots of 202}% acres, more or less, for distribution.

On the 15th of May 1821 the Georgia Legislature autherized a

Lottery System whereby the lots could be drawn and oceupied.

Amorg the first settlers to arrive in our area about
1823 were a number of very devout Methodist families from

Jasper and Jones Counties of Georgia. Two of the most out-

standing families were the Kendalls and Morrises. The |

Kendalls took the initiative in 1824 to get a church organized

Under the leadership of Reverend John Hunter , Mt. Zion

Methodist Church was organized in the home of Isaac Kendall

with the following membership:
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Kendall

Sarah Kendall, who later married Jesse Brown |

Mary Kendall, whe later married Frederick Sessions

and married secondly Isham Morris - |

Elizabeth Kendall, married Charles Wesley Morris




¥r. and Mrs. Asa Sessions

Mr. and NMrs. Henry Williamson

Sarah Bassett and her Mother and Father
Uncle Ben, a plous slave of H. Williamson
In 1825 Spencer Morris joined

In 1826 Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Morris joined,
also thelr sons Hiram, Charles, Jonathan,

and John, and daughters Polly and Alsia M.

Soon after the organization of Mt. Zion Church other
Methodists were settling in our area, among whom were James
R. Callaway, John Farley, Joseph Deason. Miles Parker, a Leach
family, and others not named.

At first, services were conducted in the homes of the Church
members. On the 18th of May 1830,John Farley, Joseph Deason
and Henry Williamson bought land from Asa Sessions on which to
erect a church building. It was erected on Lot & just lorth

of the Present church and as I understand from old members who

attended this first church it was constructed of logs. The
earliest ministers to conduct services in this pioneer period
following John Hunter were Thadieus Bell, from South Carolina,
Jeremiah Preeman, Varnel McHaffey, and Stegall and Jesse Boring
who later became Doctors of Divinity. The deed from Asa
Sessions for the above mentioned land for a church building is

recorded in Pike County, witnesses being James R. Callaway,

Miles Parker, and John Bivins, J.P.




Membership in Mt. Zion Church had increased by 1834 to
the extent that many were becoming zealous for a permanent
camp ground for August revival services. On January 22, 1834
John B. Reid sold Lot 29, containing 2024 acres, more or less,
for $200, to the following Trustees and their successors of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of Fayette Circuit for the
purpose of establishing and keeping up a camp ground, namely,
John Simmons, James R. Callaway, Wm. H. Simmons, Robert Bonner
and George Parker. This deed was recorded in Pike County
January 23,.1834, witnesses being I. B. Williamson and Wm.
Bethune, J.P.

No record has been found yet as to the progress of Mt.Zion
Church from 1834 to 1849, however by this time many new family
names had been added to the records. Among these are the
following: Blackstock, Blanton, Bergamy, Bullard, Canada ,
Connally, Crowder, Davis, Dorsey, Foster, Gordon, Huckaby,
Jackson, Leak, Matthews , McGeehee, McLeroy, Moats, Moon,

} Norton, Rivers, Scott, Shell, Tanksley, Trammell, Wilkerson,

Touchstone - At some period after 1850 the first church
wae abandoned and the second one was erected on Lot 29 which

| had been bought from John B. Relid. It stood about halfway

between the present Church and Hotel. At first, revival services
on the Camp Ground were held under brush arbors but soon after

1834 a small wooden Tabernacle was erected which was used until

after the War Between the States.




My grandfather, Wm. McKendree Blanton,settled in Mt. Zlion
District in 1847 - a son of Reverend Benjamin Blanton who was
a pioneer Methodist Minister of Virginia, the Carolinas, and
Georgia under the leadership of Bishop Francis Asbury. Wm.
Blanton was a graduate of old Franklin College of

Ath Ge _R
ens, eorgla/\

¥cKend s

the University of Georglia ,

and he was always a faithful Methodist with great devotion

to Mt. Zion Methodist Church and Camp Ground after he settled
in this community. He and the Kendalls were very close friencs
and both families gave much of their time in strong leadership
and financial support to Mt. Zion Church and Camp Ground
throughout their lives. There were also other faithful

helpers among the church membership.

Membership in Mt. Zion Church continued to grow until 1860
when the records show 110 white members and a considerable number
of slaves. A few of the former slaves were still attending
Mt. Zion Church services when I was a small child. The War
Between the States took its toll of members from the Church,
But by 1885 the membership of the Church had increased to 200
members which held fairly steady for a number of years. It was
not until and after the first World War that the membershilp
began to decline rapidly. Society had begun to grow so mobile
by this period, many left this community for other areas to seek
more lucrative occupations.

During the 1860 to 1865 War period no Camp Meetings were

held at Mt. Zion and much deterioration to the Tabernacle and

Tents took place. It became necessary to build a new Tabernacle
sl




and rebuild the Tents. At the first meeting after the War
my Grandfather arose andf%uggested that an attempt be made
to raise funds for a new building. In a short time Reverend
Sam Jones had secured the promise of $3,000 as a starter.

My Grandfather then asked that the structure be patterned
like the Tabernacle at Ocean Grove, New Jersey, which was
agreeable to all, and his brother-in-law, Henry Williamson,
was sent to Hopewell, Virginia to secure Blue Prints. Nr.
John Westbrook was employed as builder and my Grandfather
sawed the timber for this massive architectual structure which
could seat three thousand participants in very comfortable
hand made seats. This Tabernacle was used from about 1870 teo
1959 when it was struck by lightning.and burned down. In a
few years the present structure was erected.

By 1890 the second Mt. Zion Church was getting into bad
shape and it became necessary to rebuild . It was decided to
build a new church, which is the church in use at the present
time. My father, William Parks Blanton, was employed to build
and the church was ready for use by 15@2; The timber was sawed
on the Blanton plantation and my grandfather had the pews made
in Griffin. At first the pews and all woodwork inside the
puilding were stained in such a way as to show the beautiful
grain of the pine wood, however many changes have been made
inside the building since 1940.

For many years Mt. Zion Camp Ground was conceded to be the

finest Camp Ground in the State devoted to religious service.

Many faithful souls down through the years helped to make this
..5...




possible but I am sure none gave more generously of theilr

time, effort, and financial support than did my Grandfather
and Father during their years in various official positions
in the service of both Mt. Zion Church and the Camp Ground .

(Signed) WBMM

Witnesses: |,
ﬂéEZbﬂwifﬁguﬂiw;Z;;xw
C:nALnJhliaﬂ@L€g¢4;t3“4

The above Historical Survey of Mt. Zion Church and Camp
Ground covering the period from 1824 through 1940 was compiled
by Martha Blanton in 1980.

Sources of information for this survey are:

Mr; Aubr:ey R. Morris of Atlanta, Georgia.

Mrs. Herman Richardson of Blakely, Georgia.

Records from Courthouse of Zebulon, Georgia.

Records kept by my Grandfather.

My own personal Knowledge (Martha Blanton).

Ministers who have served at Mt. Zion Methodist Church since

1890, including Supplies and Student Ninisters.
Rev. Johnson

Rev. S. R. England Rev. Geo. P. Gary
Rev. Z. K. Alken ReV. JIW. Lee
Rev. J. J. Ansley RévV. J. §. HiRl
Rev. M. M. Walraven Rev. Chambers-
Rev. Burges Rév. Mercer

Rev. J. T. Lowe Rev. Allison

Rev. C. V. Weathers Rev. Perryman

Rev. Sansburn Rev. Tim Holbrook
Rev. Ware Rev. Jack Lamb
Rev. G. W. Farr Rev. Jt}hnson_

Rev., Milligan Rev. J. M. Mize
Rev. J. R. Allen Rev. Leroy Smith
Rev. T- M. Elliott Rev. J. U. Little
Rev. Nath Thompson Rev. Gene Walton
Rev. damer Sanders rRev. Stewart Green
Rev. J. H. Pharr Rev. Mary Ruth Haisten
Rev. B. L. Betts Rev. Earl Jackson
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1601 WEST PEACHTREE STREET, N.E. / ATLANTA, GEORGIA /7 30309

Aubrey Moims
Director of Public Relations / Promotions

August 14,198}

Dear Miss Blanton:

Wwhat a delightful surprise to receive a leblcer fron Vo
after such a long period of our having been out of touch.

My sincere thanks for the excellent story you did on ilt,

Zion Church. I am 80 proud of the Mt., “ion roots my Kendall
and lorris Camilies share with the "lanton family and others
in the area ynu are still fortunate to c¢sll home. I um

glad I way, with your help, able to pursue my own investi-
cation, turning up the Rev, Jonathan Morris letters, which
thankfully preserved that precious heritapge. I am continuing
to document ny Kendall-llorris fanily, focusing on Alsbams and

points Westward, the route of nmirration up to, and cthrou:h,
the turn of the century.

I will have to try to ohtain a copy, or copies, of the uriffin
newspaper which ouotes you. It would be interesting to see

the nublished accounts. Your mention of the brusque treatient

accorded by one Mr. Knight, at t he riffin newspaper, i« sone-

thing for waich I, in my profession, would like to appologsize

to you, Journalists, from your own e:perience, are often flying

around in clouds of bewilderment and confusion, losingz touch

with the basic things which are nesaningful in a cormnunity.

This, sad to say, has heen true for a deeade nr nore, when the
so-called "advocate" journalists have heon hung np on their |

own ideas of what the world is about, pad refuse to listen to
what's pgoing on around them. People are no dirfesnt, basicsally,
today than ever hefore. They're still hungry for lesrning the
things thet really interest then; things of a personsl, humsn
nature.

I was out early this morning reporting on the Primary voting
and am about readv to head home. Again, let me say I'm proud
to know you. And, apgain, nany thanks lor your kindness and
thoughtfulness in sending the material,

' A COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE OF QODL 2ROADCASTING CORPORATION
L]







nder God's Grace
150 Years
‘Mt. Zion United M*fbobist
T amfiground
1834 - 1984




W1 COME BISHOP AND MRS. McDAVID
dishep Joel McDea nd has served the North and South Georgia Conterences for
ne ast 4 years. He will be retiring in Soptember We extend to him and his wife
Milah a warm welcome to Mt. Zior

WELCOME:

Your presence ai tius - . scvice of celebration is appreciated. You are

welcome to participate in the remainder of Mt. Zion's 150th Camp Meeting,
May God bless your life.

TODAY’'S EVENTS:

3:00 p.m. - Afternoon Worship Service, Rev. Mark Rutland, preaching
7:45 p.m. - Evening Worship Service, Rev. John Carroll, preaching

THROUGHOUT THE WEEK.:
Services: 11:00 a.m. and 7:45 p.m.
Adult Bible Study: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Youth & Children Bible Study: 9:45 a.m.
Recreation Time: 2:00 - 5:00 p m. and after Evening Worship

MINISTERS FOR THE WEEK:
Evangelists: Rev. John Carroll,
Rev. Mark Rutland
Musicians: Rev. Les Connell, Mr. Cecil Ringer,
Mrs. Linda Freeman, Mr. Winfred Goodman
Adult: Dr. Donald Boyd
Children: Mrs. Donna Wilfong, Miss Donna Boggs
Youth: Rev Zip Long, Rev. Mitchell Hedgepeth,
Mr Ronme Whitworth

MEALS AVAILABLE IN DINING HALL.:
Please make reservation for all meals. The telephone number s 228-8930. Thank
you!

SESQUICENTENNIAL BOOKLETS AVAILABLE:
$3.00 each. See Kay Goodman, Brenda Harns, Martha O'Quinn, or Terry
Walton.

CAMPGROUND T-SHIRTS
Youth Size $6.00
Adult Size  $7 .00
Available at the store

MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CAMPGROUND

“150th Annual Camp Meeting”

1834 - 1984

Sunday, Auqust 12, 1984 - 10:30 A M.

Whh hh AAR AAe ARd AR ARR AR A AR FRR AR AR AR AW AR bk

Instrumental Prelude

Call to Waorship

*Invocation

*Hymn

Welcome & Announcements

Anthem

Sesquicentennial Celebration

Ministry of Music

*Hymn

The Morning Prayer

Our Giving of Tithes and Offerings

*The Dedication of Gifts and Doxology

Hymn

Introduction of Speaker

Ministry of Music

Sermon

*Hymn of Invitation

*The Benediction

*The Postlude
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Kaye Walton

Rev. Les Connell

Rev. Eugene Walton

Choir

Mrs. Martha O'Quinn

Jap, Joyce & Kelly Walton

14

Dr. Jimmy Thompson

Chorr

23

Karen Goodman

Jap, Joyce & Kelly Walton

Bishop Joel D. McDawvid
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