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“Crossroad Community”

■ Where roads met or intersected

■ Where roads crossed a river – ford, ferry, or 
bridge

■ As commerce and communication needs grew, 
“Crossroad Communities” built Post Offices

■ The Post Offices were typically located in a 
store, pub, or in the Postmaster’s home



U.S. Post Office History

■ 1775 -- Ben Franklin: 1st Postmaster General

■ 1847 -- U.S. Postage Stamps Issued

■ 1861-1865 -- Civil War Postal Services

■ 1865- 1870s -- Reconstruction

■ 1880 to 1890’s – Growth of local Post Offices



Impact of Civil War

■ Civil War smuggling letters

■ Prisoner exchange

■ John H. Reagan of Texas became Postmaster 

General - recruited northern postmasters

■ One stamp – used as money

■ The Reconstruction Era – difficult times



U.S. Post Office History

■ 1902 to 1905  Rural Free Delivery (RFD)      

■ 1918 - Scheduled airmail service began

■ 1927 - International airmail began

■ 1963 - ZIP Code implemented



Overview: Post Office Documents

■ County Post Office Ledgers/ Logs
■ Postmaster Appointments & Dates

■ Post Office Discontinuations and Transfers

■ Applications to establish a Post Office 

■ Verification of Post Office locations

■ Postmaster Compensation Records

■ Gazetteers (City Directories)

■ Ancestry.com/ Individual family trees

■ Old Milton Family Histories/ Genealogies/ Photos



Post Office Logs By County



Application Form

Request for a 

Post Office



Postal 

Verification 

Form



Maps:

Circle Diagram



Maps: 

Graph Diagram



Postmaster Compensation Database

U.S. Register of Civil, Military, and Naval Service 1863 -1959



Post Offices in the Milton Area

■ Arnold

■ Beathoney

■ Birmingham

■ Crabapple

■ Devore

■ Dinsmore

■ Dow

■ Fields Crossroads

■ Freemansville

■ Social Hill

■ Troy

■ Webb



1889 Central Georgia Railway Map

Milton County 1889



Post Offices 1834 to 1907



Social Hill Post Office

■ Established June 11, 1834

■ Postmasters appointed...
■ Thomas B. Wells - June 11, 1834

■ Russell Jones - February 19, 1835

■ Isaiah Simpson & Selser Dobbs - August 13, 1842

■ D. W. Liddell - February 9, 1849

■ Manley H. Ford - February 18, 1850

■ Joseph Ragsdale - August 5, 1850

■ Discontinued November 4, 1850



David Burr, Topographer 1839

Social Hill Post Office

Social Hill Post Office



David Burr Map of 1839

Milton 

Communities 

at the 

Crossroads

Social Hill on 

the major 

crossroad 

linking 

• Canton to 

Lawrenceville 

• Coal Mountain 

to Lebanon 

and Decatur



Providence Baptist Church

Established 1834



Fields Crossroads Post Office

■ Five-year gap in mail service 

1850-1855

■ Established January 1855 in 

the community of Social Hill, 

Cherokee County

■ Providence Road and Old 

Freemansville Road



Providence Road and 

Freemansville Road

Topographical Map, Fulton County

Fields Crossroads 

Post Office #1



Fields Crossroads Post Office

Postmasters appointed...

■ Lawson Fields -- January 18, 1855 

■ John H. Cooke -- October 10, 1855

■ John S. James -- April 13, 1858

■ Moses G. Rosser -- December 21, 1858

■ Shurley W. Cook -- November 1, 1870

■ James Middleton Upshaw --December 2, 1873

■ Charles B. Hagood --March 4, 1902

Named for Lawson Fields, First Postmaster 

and the first Milton County State Senator



Fields Crossroads #2

1880

Post Office moved east 

to southeast corner of

Providence and 

Bethany Roads



Topographical Map, Fulton County

Fields Crossroads Post Office #2
Providence Road and Bethany Road



Fields Crossroads Post Office #3
Hagood General Store

Served as the Fields Crossroads Post Office from 1902 to 1905



Devore Post Office

■ Established June 1894

■ Near the intersection of Providence Road and  
Birmingham Highway



1889 Central Georgia Railway Map

Devore Post Office



Robert’s 1942 Map of Fulton County, Georgia

Devore Post Office



Devore Post Office

■ Postmasters appointed...
■ Mrs. Frances A. Devore Upshaw appointed June 1894

■ Her brother: David W. Devore appointed February 1899 

■ Discontinued February 1905



Providence Baptist Church Cemetery
(Old Social Hill Community)



Webb Post Office 
Old timers referred to the Community as 

“ Webb Georgia”

■ Established in 1885

■ Location: east of today’s Hwy 9 and 

Webb Road

■ On route from Alpharetta to Cumming



Webb Georgia

USGS Map 1887



Webb Georgia

Postmasters appointed...

■ Joel Webb -- December 8, 1885

■ Robert R. Anglin -- January 14, 1903

■ Joel’s son: James A. Webb -- May 23, 1904

Discontinued February 6, 1905



Webb Community

■ The Webb family operated a store and blacksmith 

shop at the corner of Hwy 9 and Webb Road

■ A Gin Mill operated until 1950

■ A Grocery store in the community was built in 

1938, replaced by the Webb Feed store around 

1975



Webb, Georgia General Feed Store



Beathoney Post Office

■ Established March 1887 – requested “Roddy”

■ Located on southwest corner of Hwy 9 at Bethany 
Bend Road



Beathoney Post Office

USGS Map 1887



Beathoney Post Office

■ Postmasters appointed...

■ Albert M. Bell - April 21,1887

■ George M.D. Turner - January 12, 1895

■ Discontinued March 5, 1895 – mail transferred to 

Odell Post Office (Forsyth County)

■ George Turner’s wife, Zaphorah Ophelia Turner, 

appointed  in Odell



Bethany Baptist Church

Congregation established December 27, 1850



Crabapple Post Office

■ Established January 1894

■ Named for community school built in 1874 

■ Located 3¼ miles west of Alpharetta where 
five roads converge 



1889 Central Georgia Railway Map

Milton County Post Offices



Crabapple Post Office

■ Postmasters appointed...

■ Francis Fowler -- February 14, 1894

■ Simeon L. Rucker -- September 15, 1899

■ John W. Rucker -- October 20, 1902

■ Discontinued February 28, 1905, with mail 
service transferred to Alpharetta



Crabapple Postmaster 
Simeon Lamar Rucker

■ Confederate Soldier 

injured during the 

Civil War

■ Farmer

■ Blacksmith



Crabapple Mail Service

Photo was on the cover of the April 1, 1940 LIFE Magazine



Dow Post Office

■ Established July 1897

■ First name: “Ego” –changed to Dow

■ Located in the Will’s Store, intersection of 
Thompson Road and Francis Road 



Map: 

East Milton 

County

Dow Post 

Office

Robert’s 1942 Map 

of Fulton County, 

Georgia



Dow Post Office

■ Postmaster appointed...

■ William Thomas Wills – July 2, 1897

■ Discontinued March 21, 1905, with mail 
transferred to Alpharetta



William Thomas Wills

■ Confederate veteran, W. T. Wills, sitting on the porch of his 

General Store and Dow Post Office

■ Civil War: captured at Resaca 1864

■ Prisoner at Camp Morton, Indiana until May 1865



Dinsmore Post Office

■ Established March 1887

■ Originally named Dinsmore Mill

■ Located on Hopewell Road, on west side of 
Chicken Creek, 1 mile south of Cherokee 
County line



Dinsmore Post Office

USGS Map 1887



Dinsmore Post Office

1930 Rural Free Delivery Route Map



■ Postmasters appointed...

■ William Z. Bevis – March 2, 1887
■ Son of a Union County, South Carolina 

Postmaster

■ Henry T. Rogers – December 27, 1888

■ Discontinued April 10, 1905, with mail 
transferred to Alpharetta

Dinsmore Post Office



Freemansville Post Office

■ Established as Free Soil in May 1850

■ Name changed to Freemansville in 1850 in 

Cherokee County, later Milton County

■ Located on southeast corner of Birmingham Road 

at Freemanville Road



Freemansville Post Office

USGS Map 1887



Freemansville Postmasters appointed...
■ Nehemiah J. Garrison – May 30, 1850

■ Joseph W. Johnston – May 1, 1851

■ Wiley C. Anderson – April 8, 1858

■ Lott H. Jones – January 25, 1860

■ John G. Cantrell, MD – June 9, 1868

■ Garrison Cross – November 3, 1870

■ Cicero H. Maddox -- September 10, 1873

■ Larkin Isaac Thacker – February 16, 1891

■ Joseph D. Maddox – March 2, 1891

■ John C. Johnston – May 6, 1892

■ Joseph D. Maddox – July 12, 1892

■ Cicero H. Maddox – March 23, 1893

■ C. Cincinnatus Maddox – October 4, 1900

■ Discontinued June 9, 1905, with mail service 

transferred to Alpharetta



Shoal’s Georgia State Gazetteer, 1879

“Freemansville, Milton County, is situated 

near the head waters of Little River, in a 

cotton growing section, 7 miles north of 

Alpharetta courthouse.  

All trade is carried on with Atlanta, 33 miles 

distant.  

Baptist and Methodist churches and one 

school in the vicinity.  Population 30.  Mail 

weekly by hack.” 



Freemansville Community Leaders 

■ Cicero M. H. Maddox, Postmaster

■ William G. Anderson, Constable

■ Joel Burgess, Justice

■ John G. Cantrell, Physician

■ Levi J. Land, Millwright

■ Cicero H. Maddox, General Store

■ Andrew P. Neese, Physician

■ Abraham K. Newton, Tanner

■ Rev. Perriman, Methodist

■ Larkin Thacker, Blacksmith

■ George W. Smith, Sewing Machine Agent

■ Rev. James M. Stewart, Baptist

■ John M. Williams, School Teacher

■ Lawrence M. Yancey, Notary
Shoal Gazeteer



In 1906, the Georgia Sketches of Counties book 

described Freemansville as a post-village of 

Milton County, about 6 miles north of 

Alpharetta.  

In the 1900 U.S. Census the population of 

Freemansville was 113.   

Georgia Sketches of Counties, Towns, Events, Institutions, and Persons  

Vol. II by Candler & Evans, 1906.  



Dr. Cicero Cincinnatus Maddox



Cicero Holt Maddox, Jr.

■ Cicero Holt Maddox served in 

France during World War I 

■ For 38 years, he delivered mail 

on Route #3 in the Milton 

area 

■ His home was at the 

northwest corner of Roswell 

and Marietta Streets 



Birmingham Post Office

■ Established May 17, 1895

■ Located in the Farmer’s Alliance Store on the 

northwest corner of Birmingham Highway 

(GA Rt. 372) at Birmingham/Hickory Flat 

Road

■ The Farmer’s Alliance Store became the Buice 

Country Store; today the 7-Acres Restaurant



Birmingham Post Office

1930 Rural Free Delivery Route Map



■ Postmasters appointed....

■ John Henry Johnston – May 17, 1893

■ Smith Johnston – May 19, 1897

■ Thomas B. Newton, Jr. – February 9, 1904

■ Discontinued August 31, 1907, when mail 

service was transferred to Alpharetta

Birmingham Post Office



Buice’s 

Country 

Store



Buice’s Country Store



Thomas B. Newton House



Thomas B. Newton House



■ Established June 1846, Cherokee County

■ Located at or near the McConnell home 

on Hwy 140, south of the Little River

Troy Post Office



Lloyd’s Topographical Map of 1864



■ Postmasters appointed...

■ Thomas B. Cook – June 10, 1846

■ Eli McConnell – August 21, 1849

■ Perhaps discontinued in September 1866
By 1860 both the Cook and McConnell families were 

living in Milledgeville, working as administrators of the 

State Penitentiary

Troy Post Office



Arnold Post Office

■ Established in August 1883 with proposed 

name of Arnold Mills
■ Application recognized site as Troy Post Office years 

before

■ N. J. Garrison is the subcontractor delivering mail from 

Woodstock to Alpharetta

■ Located at Georgia State Route 140 south of the 

Little River



Arnold Post Office

USGS Map 1887



Arnold Post Office

■ Postmasters appointed... 

■ James B. Delk –August 9, 1883

■ Stanmore B. Pylant – November 13, 1884

■ Thomas F. Gregory –April 29, 1886

■ Sarah Burroughs – February 26, 1886

■ W. F. Gillespie –July 6, 1893

■ Humphrey Burdett – February 1, 1894

■ Discontinued July 14, 1903, when mail service was 
transferred to Woodstock, Cherokee County



Arnold Mill Cotton Gin & Sawmill



Rural Free Delivery Established

■ Legislation enacted 1902

■ Implemented 1905 to 1907

■ Mail Service transferred to:

■ Alpharetta

■ Roswell

■ Duluth



Post Offices 1834 to 1907



Mail Delivery in the Early 1900s



1930’s Rural 

Free Delivery

Postal Routes

Fulton County



Alpharetta Route # 3

Rurel Strickland born in 1914

■ Joined Navy in 1934; honorably discharged 1938

■ Guard at Atlanta General Depot 1941-1945

■ Drafted into Army 1945; returned to the Depot as 

a civilian supply employee

■ Mail carrier on Route #3 from 1956 thru 1966

Linda Stovall: Route 3 Carriers’ Route Directory & Employment 

papers
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