
Our Lost 

Patriot            

John Milton  



“I beg leave to 

recommend him to you 

as a Brave and 

worthy man, who 

merits much from his 

country;” 



Agenda

• Introduction

• The Mystery of John Milton – Our Lost Patriot

• The Journey 

• Early and Personal Life

• Our Patriot 

• Family Tree and Legacy

• Honoring John Milton



• “…as courageous as he was loyal, and as true as steel.
• “He was regarded in high esteem by his fellow countrymen as 

long as he lived and is one of the most heroic figures in Georgia 
history.”
• Newnan Hearld and Advertiser via AJC March 19, 1897

• “…who had done the state invaluable service both as military 
and civil officer during and after the revolution.”
• The Cherokee Advance – Oct 9, 1891

• “It will thus be seen that Col. John Milton rendered valuable 
service to his country, but was the progenitor of a long line of 
distinguished descendants.
• Men of Mark in Georgia - 1910



Mystery of John Milton

• Known by most “Revolutionary War Hero” and secured Georgia’s records

• Significant roles in the history of America and Georgia

• Myths and conflicting information - Poet, Service, Votes for President

• Unsure of birthdate and conflicting death dates

• Who was Milton County really named after? 

• Burial location unknown – sort of

• Son and wife final resting place moved to FL – why not John/Hannah?  

• No known portrait

• Yet revered as a hero and respected by others in his time 



Journey 

• Where do you begin?

• Trips to Augusta/Louisville/Savannah/Florida

• Research – Buying old books, online, articles

• COVID – Closure of UGA, GA Hist Society, ARCHS

• Counties – Lines redrawn and renamed

• Misinformation / Mistakes

• Leads/Dead Ends – Family lines, Society of Cincinnati



Early and Personal Life

• Not much is known prior to his enlisting in the military

• Born in Halifax County, NC  Estimated 1740 

• Married Hannah Spencer of SC in 1780 
• Pickney, Rutledge and Moultrie relations

• Flair for the literary dramatic
• Children – Homer Virgil, Algernon Solomon, Lucius Quintas Cincinnatus, 

Augustus Caesar Gustavus Adolphus, Fabius Maximus 
-and daughters Anna and Mary

• Primary Residence – Padan-Aram 

• Death – Oct 17, 1817



Augusta Gazette

September 6, 1788



John Milton was among 

the first to enlist in 

the defense of 

Georgia!

January 7, 1776 

(actual)

Our Patriot – 

Military Service



Our Patriot – Military Service

• January 7, 1776 – Enlisted as Ensign 

• November 1776 – 1st Lt. Milton

• February 18, 1777 – 

Taken prisoner while 

stationed at Ft. Howe.

Where were they taken?



Our Patriot – Military Service

• September 15, 1777 – Capt. Milton

• 1777 – Became Georgia’s First Secretary of State 

• December 6, 1778 – Ordered to secure the records of Georgia  

• By 1780 (likely 1779) - Served as Aide de Camp to General Lincoln

• ___________________________________ 

• Retired – July 15, 1782 as Captain, but was a Major by Dec 31, 1782

• Sept 1793 – Referred to as Col. Milton in newspaper/letters



Our Patriot – Military Service

Saving Georgia’s Records

• Dec 6, 1778 – Secure official State Records and Seal from Savannah to 
Purrysburg, SC.  

• Jan 1779 – Gen Lincoln takes command, orders Milton to move records to 
Charleston, SC. 

• Sept/Oct 1779 – Siege of Savannah.  Effort fails and re-group to Charleston.

• Feb 25, 1780 – Gen Lincoln orders Milton to secure and relocate the 
Georgia records to Monck’s Corner, SC.



Orders 

from 

General 

Lincoln

February 

25,1780

*Boston Public Library



Our Patriot – Military Service

Saving Georgia’s Records

• Dec 6, 1778 – Secure official State Records and Seal from Savannah to 
Purrysburg, SC  

• Jan 1779 – Gen Lincoln takes command and orders Milton to move records 
to Charleston, SC

• Sept/Oct 1779 – Siege of Savannah.  Effort fails and re-group in Charleston

• Feb 25, 1780 – Gen Lincoln orders Milton to move records

• Milton hides the records in New Bern, NC – care of NC Government

• The Georgia records were eventually relocated to Baltimore and returned 
to Georgia after the war



“I beg leave to 

recommend him to you 

as a Brave and 

worthy man, who 

merits much from his 

country;” 



What Happens AFTER Returning?

• Returns to South Carolina – May 1780

• Joins up with – Col. Francis Marion – THE SWAMP FOX
• Both reported to Gen Lincoln and took part in the Siege of Savannah

• Orders to report to Hillsboro, NC leadership meeting w/General Gates

• Col. Otho Williams wrote:
• “Col. Francis Marion….attended by a very few followers, distinguished by their small 

leather caps and the wretchedness of their attire.”

• “Their number did not exceed twenty men and boys…and all mounted, but most 
miserably equipped.”

• Ordered to recruit militia, cut off British supplies and escape routes 
– focused between the Pee Dee & Santee Rivers.  Based at Snow’s Island.

• Battles of Mingo Creek and Kings Mountain & general havoc for the British



• Nov 1780 – Marion dispatches Milton to General Gates w/his report
• “The Bearer Captain Milton will inform you what difficulty I have and do now 

struggle with, and can give you full satisfaction of my conduct as he has been 
with me ever since I left you.”

• “I beg leave to recommend him to you as a Brave and worthy man, who 
merits much from his country;”

• Nov 1780 - General Gates is relieved of duty by General Green 

• Late Dec/Early Jan 1781 – Col. Marion is named Brigadier General and 
formally forms “Marion’s Brigade”.   Milton is name Aide de Camp.

1780 Recap

- AND GETS MARRIED!



Our Patriot – Service to Georgia

• Secretary of State – 1777 – 1799

• Secured Georgia’s official state documents

• Society of Cincinnati 
• Aug 14, 1783 – Elected the first Secretary for Georgia Chapter

• Mayor of Augusta – The TOWN of Augusta
• Jan 1792 - 1794

• Notary Public
•  – March 1, 1784 (resigned)

• Appointed as a Trustee by Governor 
• 1788 - 1795 (resigned)



John Milton – 

Ordinance as 

Mayor of 

Augusta  and 

Proclamation as 

Secretary of 

State.

May 5, 1792



Delegate to 

Numerous 

Conventions 

Ratify 

US Constitution

January 2, 1788



Presidential Elector

Received Two Votes 

For President

 



John Milton 

Obituary

Passed Away

October 17, 1817



Family Tree and Legacy

• John Milton -  The poet. Is he or isn’t he?   
• IS related – Christopher Milton the younger brother of John Milton the poet 



Family Descendants

• Homer Virgil Milton – Lt Col in war of 1812
• State Sen. Appears elected to Congress 1 term.  Gold mine. 

• John Milton – Governor of Florida during Civil War, Death

• William Hall Milton – US Senator - FL

• Jeff Davis Milton – Texas Ranger – “A Good Man With A Gun” 
First USCBP Officer - 1924

• Susan Cobb Atkinson – 1st Lady of GA Gov. Atkinson (1894-8) and the 
Post Mistress of Newnan, GA

• Founder of Georgia Normal & Industrial College – Milledgeville (1899) 
Today is Georgia College & State University

• Numerous Others Served in Military



Milton County and City

• County
• Formed 1857 – Legislature/Book – boundaries

• Disbanded and absorbed by Fulton County in 1932

• The Debate

• What was the originally proposed name for Alpharetta?





Cherokee Advance

July 17, 1891



Cherokee Advance – August 7, 1891



Cherokee Advance

September 11, 1891



Cherokee Advance

October 9, 1891



Cherokee Advance

November 6,1891



Nov 10 Sen Fields Introduces Bill

Nov 24 - Sen. Ward amends 
bill to be name Milton and 
county seat….Miltonville. 
Passes 46-40

From the Georgia Achieves

1857 Legislative Session

Dec 11 – Bill fails to pass in 
the House 55-65

Dec 15 – House passes bill for 
creation of Milton County  66-57



Milton County WAS named 

for John Milton

And so is the City of 

Milton, GA



Announcement



Appointment of 

Justus Hartman 

Sheuber as Notary 

and Tabellion by 

Governor Telfair

February 13, 1786



Governor 

Jackson’s 

Concern for 

security at 

Governor’s 

Mansion

February 7, 1798



Courtesy of Jim Farris





Honoring John Milton

• Research

• Find John Milton’s resting place

• Portrait/Image

• Preserve The John Milton Legacy

• City’s Website 

• Historic Marker 

• Signature

• Education

• Veteran Cross – Milton Veteran Memorial Markers

• 250th Anniversary of The Declaration of Independence



Thank You & Questions
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