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“] BEG LEAVE TO
RECOMMEND HIM TO YOU
AS A BRAVE AND
WORTHY MAN, WHO
MERITS MUCH FROM HIS
COUNTRY.”
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 “...as courageous as he was loyal, and as true as steel.

* “He was regarded in high esteem by his fellow countrymen as
long as he lived and is one of the most heroic figures in Georgia
history.”

* Newnan Hearld and Advertiser via AJC March 19, 1897

* “..who had done the state invaluable service both as military
and civil officer during and after the revolution.”
* The Cherokee Advance — Oct 9, 1891

* “It will thus be seen that Col. John Milton rendered valuable
service to his country, but was the progenitor of a long line of
distinguished descendants.

* Men of Mark in Georgia - 1910



MYSTERY OF JOHN MILTON

* Known by most “Revolutionary War Hero” and secured Georgia’s records
* Significant roles in the history of America and Georgia

* Myths and conflicting information - Poet, Service, Votes for President

* Unsure of birthdate and conflicting death dates

* Who was Milton County really named after?

* Burial location unknown — sort of

* Son and wife final resting place moved to FL — why not John/Hannah?

* No known portrait

* Yet revered as a hero and respected by others in his time



JOURNEY

* Where do you begin?

* Trips to Augusta/Louisville/Savannah/Florida

* Research — Buying old books, online, articles

e COVID — Closure of UGA, GA Hist Society, ARCHS

* Counties — Lines redrawn and renamed
 Misinformation / Mistakes

* Leads/Dead Ends — Family lines, Society of Cincinnati



EARLY AND PERSONAL LIFE

* Not much is known prior to his enlisting in the military
* Born in Halifax County, NC Estimated 1740

 Married Hannah Spencer of SCin 1780
* Pickney, Rutledge and Moultrie relations

* Flair for the literary dramatic

e Children — Homer Virgil, Algernon Solomon, Lucius Quintas Cincinnatus,
Augustus Caesar Gustavus Adolphus, Fabius Maximus
-and daughters Anna and Mary

* Primary Residence — Padan-Aram
e Death—Oct 17, 1817



AUGUSTA GAZETTE
SEPTEMBER 6, 1788

AUGUST 4, Sept. 6.

Extrad from tbe Journal of Congrefs, Fri=
da_y, y&{)’ 25.

Refolved; That the Secretary at war di-

relt the detachment of troops marching

to the weftward to rendezvous at Eafton

- in Pennfylvania, and from thence march

into the county of Luzerne, for quelling

* the difturbances in that county ; provided

the Executive Council of Pernfylvania
thall find the affitance of thofe troops ne-
ceflary ; provided alfo, that the faid troops
thall not be delayed in their march to the

- Ohio more than two weeks.

Laft Thurfday a race of one mile
around our couife, on which confiderale
bets were depending, was won by Capt,

- Cole’s gelding, Altamont ; beating Capt.
, Warts’s Flagflafl, Colenel Armftrong’s

Bacchus,: Coivnel Miltou’s Aries, and

. Major Fontaine’s Matchlefs —Flagflaff

came in fecond; and between him and
the winning horfe another race of the
fame diftance was agreed on, which was
alfo won by Capain Cole’s horfe.

¢ The Rev. Mr. Abrabam ﬂ’/'.nj.'"m."l
intends preaching a férmon’in this town,
10-MOriow,
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OUR PATRIOT —
MILITARY SERVICE

JOHN MILTON WAS AMONG
THE FIRST TO ENLIST IN
THE DEFENSE OF
GEORGIA!

JANUARY 7, 1776
(ACTUAL)

‘Whereas a battalion upon the Continental est: i
in this Province; and whereas doubts may arise how far the sam
to the control of the Provincial civil power: Now, therefore,
and we, the several subscribers, officers bearing commissions in
battalion, do hereby declare that we hold ourselves and the non
officers and privates, also others belonging to the said battalion,
subservient to such supreme and civil power of this Province as are or
be erected for the purpose of defending our rights and liberties.

And further, we bound ourselves upon the words of soldiers and ;
of honour, at all times to obey and carry into effect, as far as in us
the orders and commands of the present or any future Congress or
of Safety of this Province as the same shall, from time to time, be i
by us.

Provided, nevertheless, That the same do not contradict or interfere
the ordefs or directions of the General Congress, or a committee thereof,
any General or other officer by them appointed over us.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our names, together with tl
rank and date of our commissions opposite thereto.

A RETURN OF THE OFFICERS chosen for the Battalion, ordered to
raised for the protection and defence of the Colony of Georgia, Feb.
1776:

THIRD COMPANY.

Colonel—Lachlan McIntosh. Captain—John MecIntosh.
Lieut.-Colonel—Samuel Elbert. First Lieut.—Lachlan Mec]
Major—Joseph Habersham. Second Lieut.—Francis

Ensign—John Morrison.

FIRST COMPANY. A

Captain—Francis Henry Harris. FOURTH COMPANY.
First Lieut—John Habersham. Captain—Arthur Carney.
Second Lieut.—John Jenkins. First Lieut.—Benjamin
Ensign—John Rae.

SECOND COMPANY.
—Oliver Bowen.




OUR PATRIOT — MILITARY SERVICE

* January 7, 1776 — Enlisted as Ensign
* November 1776 — 1%t Lt. Milton
* February 18, 1777 —
Taken prisoner while

stationed at Ft. Howe.

Where were they taken?



OUR PATRIOT — MILITARY SERVICE

* September 15, 1777 — Capt. Milton

e 1777 — Became Georgia’s First Secretary of State

* December 6, 1778 — Ordered to secure the records of Georgia

e By 1780 (likely 1779) - Served as Aide de Camp to General Lincoln

e Retired — July 15, 1782 as Captain, but was a Major by Dec 31, 1782
* Sept 1793 — Referred to as Col. Milton in newspaper/letters




OUR PATRIOT — MILITARY SERVICE
SAVING GEORGIA’S RECORDS

* Dec 6, 1778 — Secure official State Records and Seal from Savannah to
Purrysburg, SC.

e Jan 1779 — Gen Lincoln takes command, orders Milton to move records to
Charleston, SC.

 Sept/Oct 1779 — Siege of Savannah. Effort fails and re-group to Charleston.

* Feb 25, 1780 — Gen Lincoln orders Milton to secure and relocate the
Georgia records to Monck’s Corner, SC.



ORDERS
FROM
GENERAL
LINCOLN

FEBRUARY
25,1780

*BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY




OUR PATRIOT — MILITARY SERVICE
SAVING GEORGIA’S RECORDS

* Dec 6, 1778 — Secure official State Records and Seal from Savannah to
Purrysburg, SC

e Jan 1779 — Gen Lincoln takes command and orders Milton to move records
to Charleston, SC

* Sept/Oct 1779 — Siege of Savannah. Effort fails and re-group in Charleston
e Feb 25, 1780 — Gen Lincoln orders Milton to move records
 Milton hides the records in New Bern, NC — care of NC Government

* The Georgia records were eventually relocated to Baltimore and returned
to Georgia after the war



“] BEG LEAVE TO
RECOMMEND HIM TO YOU
AS A BRAVE AND
WORTHY MAN, WHO
MERITS MUCH FROM HIS
COUNTRY.”



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER RETURNING?

* Returns to South Carolina — May 1780
* Joins up with — Col. Francis Marion — THE SWAMP FOX

* Both reported to Gen Lincoln and took part in the Siege of Savannah
* Orders to report to Hillsboro, NC leadership meeting w/General Gates
e Col. Otho Williams wrote:

* “Col. Francis Marion....attended by a very few followers, distinguished by their small
leather caps and the wretchedness of their attire.”

* “Their number did not exceed twenty men and boys...and all mounted, but most
miserably equipped.”

e Ordered to recruit militia, cut off British supplies and escape routes
— focused between the Pee Dee & Santee Rivers. Based at Snow’s Island.

 Battles of Mingo Creek and Kings Mountain & general havoc for the British



* Nov 1780 — Marion dispatches Milton to General Gates w/his report

* “The Bearer Captain Milton will inform you what difficulty | have and do now
struggle with, and can give you full satisfaction of my conduct as he has been
with me ever since | left you.”

* “| beg leave to recommend him to you as a Brave and worthy man, who
merits much from his country;”

* Nov 1780 - General Gates is relieved of duty by General Green

 Late Dec/Early Jan 1781 — Col. Marion is named Brigadier General and
formally forms “Marion’s Brigade”. Milton is name Aide de Camp.

1780 Recap

- AND GETS MARRIED!



OUR PATRIOT — SERVICE TO GEORGIA

* Secretary of State — 1777 — 1799
» Secured Georgia’s official state documents

 Society of Cincinnati
* Aug 14, 1783 — Elected the first Secretary for Georgia Chapter

* Mayor of Augusta — The TOWN of Augusta
* Jan 1792 -1794

* Notary Public
e —March 1, 1784 (resigned)

e Appointed as a Trustee by Governor
e 1788 - 1795 (resigned)



JOHN MILTON —
ORDINANCE AS
MAYOR OF
AUGUSTA AND
PROCLAMATION AS
SECRETARY OF
STATE

MAY 5, 1792

SATURDAY, My 3, 1792:]

R ST

GEORGIA.

. %/4

Vor. VI. No. CCXCL]

THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE

AND

GAZETTE or tae §TATE.

FREEDOM of the PRESS,

awd TRIAL by JURY, thall remain iuviolate. Conplitation of Georgia

AUGUSTA: Printed by JOHN E.

S M IT H, Puster 1o Tur STaTe; Effays, drticies of

Intelligence, Advertifemerts, &c. will be gratefully received, anaevery kindof Priniing performed.

An Ordinance
For clearing the Strects of du-
and jor
impofing Fines on Perfonsth
ing dead Carcafesin faid Sireets.

HEREAS it appears
neceffary as well for the health
18 for e conveniency o e

of thould be cesred. P v gy
wuifances : Be it erdaratd by rhe Homerabletbe
Maymr and aldermen of the Town of Aogsfias
That from aed afser tweaty days publication
of this Ordinance, it thail got be lawful for
Sy plriensir priout ndhean o leave rube
b oy kind whatiogvec in fud Ayeets ;
a0d .r auy lot-holder or scupier, neared t

whom fuch rubbith may be, does sot within

four Bours remove the sfier beiog in-

formed heteof, fuch perfon Mal be liable 0
# pay a#ue equal to double the fom which T

five ta.

opTie Rl
Deaahics, for th ulk dad beaett of the town':
jded meverthelgss, That nothingin this Ors
dinsnce contained fhall extend ot be coattrued
10 extend 1o prevent any perfon or perfons
from leaviog in the freess maserials, for
eredling houles in the faid town.

A furtber erdained by the antbority
aferyjaid, That if any perton of perfous all
throw or leave any dead carcafe withia three
Bundred yards of the limita of the town a8
1aid off into lots, fuch perfon or perfons thally
for every day fuch careale femaios, p
not exceeding four (hillings and eight-petices
and alfo a penalty equal 1o dooble the fam
which may be given tu rémove the fame, va-
Jefs the owner or perfon thrawio or leaviog
fuch dead carcae, after tWo hours notice, fhall
semove the fame at eatt the diftance before
meationed from towo.

And be 1t ordained by the antherity
aforejaid, That
ing or occupyin
town, hall fuffer the weed
Famer-town weeds, 10 oW to the beighth of
twelve inches in the Bueets near their refpec~
tive lots, that is 0, (i, iuBroad freet or
Greene fireet eihty feet, and in all other
ficeets thirty-three fees, Mall forfeit the fum
of foor hilliogs and eight-pence for every,
day foch weed may remaia eacut, afier biiog
informed thereok

Cewn-Hall, April 38, 179%.
JOHN MILTON, Mayor.
Attet, ALEX. MMILLAN, T C.

Affize of Bread.

Augufta, May 5, 1792.

HE priceof fupetfioe flour being twenty~

two thillings and two-pence per bun=
dred weight,
The 7d. |n-: mn wn&h b, aox.
be § 1-2d. di

Of which all n..m and Sellec of Bread
o take due otic
ALEX. MMILLAN, Toun rigfrers

GEORGIA
Excellency EDWARD TELFAIR,

Guverpor and Commandec 1o Chier io and
over the faid Statés

A Proclamation.
HEREAS the fourth

elaufe of the fecoad fection of
the fict aruicle ot the Couttie
ater, in in thile womls

By

tativa ot be Usited St
« When vacancies happet ia the epreleata
nof any flae, the Exesntive authority
&iow to fill

« thereof Mall ifue writs of
« fuch vacancie

Whereas \he fullowiog refolation of the Ho=
porable the Houfe. of Reprel@itatives of the
Congrels of the Uoited Sutes of Amer
paded the twency Al day_of
thoufand fevea hund:ed aod BiTe:y-rwo, bas
been teanfmitved, 1o wits * That the feat of
« Anthogy Wayne, as a Member of this
i n-.»n, iny and e ame 1 dec clared to be

Il‘u asin and by « An AQ prefcribing the
Cime, manner and places of hoidiog elections
for pectuss o reprsiest (hs Fare io the Con~
grelyof the United States,” pafied st Aogulta,
the cighth dayol Dcumnn,uuc houfand feven
huodred and , it is amonx other thi
enadled, « Fhatihe flate be Givided into three
diftritts ¢ follows s The counties of Camden,
Glyon, Liberty, Chstham and Efingbam, tall
compofe the Lower L * ke

And wwherear the atorgiid YAERO9Ls
Membet to reprefen: this fare in the Houfe
of Reprefeacatives of the United Stares, o
in the (aid Lower Difni@ : | HAVE THERE-
FORE thought fit to iffue this my Proclama~
notitying all electors in che afor
Bive counties, who are 3 qualified to vote at

elelions in thia flase, agreeably to the con-
tion thereot,” to affeinble at the ufol and
sl ele@ions
e ninth day of

-

#
refpettive places of holding

ciidence,
immgdiately preceeding his @l¢@ion. and Mall
luui'nm raxes for faid term, and who thall
ot hold avy office ar plice of profir, eader
this or the United States, (Reprefeataiives
now in Conglefs exceted)™ 1o ill vp the faid
vacancy, And 1do heteby require any three
‘or more Juftices,.withig the diffcrat counties
of this flate, 1o operr poll at nine o'clock in the
motning of the f:d nioth day of July, at the fe-
veral places for holding annvat cletions in the
faid counties compofing the faid Low Diflriét,
aod to continue fnch poll openuntil fanfet of the
fame day, taking efpecial care that the names of
voters be taken down ; that, after clofing the
poll, the ballots Mhall be pblicly called over
and counted ; and that the names of the per-
ook 4 candidaen, the number of Yotes for
each candidare, and the number of ele@ors
votiog, tall be cecuified, fesled up, and tean(-
mitted to me by npm‘- within twenty days
thereafier, . And the theriffs of the feveral
counties are hlnby diredted and required o
atrend the ele@ion .t.ua.a for the purpofe of
preferving good o
GIVEN undu my Hand, 18d the Great
Seal of the faid State, at the Statee

|
|
|

Houfe in Augall, thisweary-6scs day

of Aprily 1 the Year

? teven: bmodied 104
Binety-two 10 thé baeeath year
ol the \udepeadeuce of the Umied
States of Ameriea.

EUWARD TELFAIR.

By bis Excalleny's Commands

JOHN MILTON, Secreiary

GOD SAVE THE STATE.

In the \u/:mruw ,f;nl., 179%¢
Preient uis Houor judge HUUSTOUN.
Commifiapers of Aug\,lh% Petition

w. for
M+Queea and others. Foreclofires
peticion of George Waltony
Glafoock, Abraham Baidwiog
Eawacd Teliair, Robert Forfych, John Nitle
ton and Seabora Jones, commihoners and
truftces of the town of Auguts, prayin the
foteclofore of the egaity of redem,

all ihat lot of land m the towa of Auguta
sforefaid, kaown by the ausmber (13) tw
containiag one acre, butting aud bous
o by

cola fireet, fouherly by Keyookds freet, aod
ealerly by Jut No. 135 and alio all that lot
of tand in Aogufts aforetsid, knowa by the
utnber (13) thirieen, coutaiwiog ove acte,

loc No. 14, fouthecly by Reyao
weletly by Jot Now. T, aorigegebily e
id Joka MeQaten 4nd Tuve Holangr,
the cotmifiuers of the 1aid twa -f Auguitay
for the ume being, aud teir (ucceffors i
offce fobtbe fecuiy of & ey of mney
conained i a buod fro
Gures AR i Holangich
vheir iecutity Edward Kea'ing, beariug sven
dace with the 11id moitgage s And oo mutie
of M. Joues,

It 11 oraeredy THX the prineipd, idiecet
and colts upon che faid bond and mortgige be
paid ok cout bt e osthe trom s
day ; aad unlefs the fanse Mall be
oxuity of redesmptica Wil frod Mochf il
be foreclofed, aud other proceedingd iake
place porfuant to the at of Affembl
cafe made aod patied un the gch day of Dew
cewber, 1790, dad 11 is fartber ordered in
s vanceof the faid acty That this rulé be pube

la ‘oue o€ the pablic e of Gy
ate, or ferved on the morrgager
sty Sk martguabid o . ¢
time by which the (aid mouey muff 6€ paid
into court as aforefuid.
Extrad from 1be Proceedings,
THO. WATKINS, C.& C K

BOARD of TRU»TEES Augufia, April
8, 1

Ordored, That the mmpm be foreclofed

in. all cafes where the whole of the otefelt

due 0a the refpathive lots be not paid with
thisty dayn,

Extra from tbe Minares,
J- MERIWETHER, Cik. §, Ty

Propofild will be received sl the 18th of
May, for buildiog two boufes, obe 4o'by 20°
feet, the orber r3 by 8, and mmux :u
lors pumbers g6 a8 g, Perfons incli
undgruake, will be fews the plsn 5 and it
terms of paymient will be made kaown by
2pplying to the Clerw of the Boatd




DELEGATE TO
NUMEROUS
CONVENTIONS

RATIFY
US CONSTITUTION
JANUARY 2, 1788

AUG U S T 4, Fan. s.

We have the pleafure to announce to the
public, that on Wednefday laft the Conven-
tion of this State unanimoufly ratified the Fe-
deral Conftitution in the words following,
viz.

STATE oFf GEORGIA.

In Convention.

Wedne/day, January 2, 1788.
E, the Delegates of the people of the
\V State of Georgia, in Convention met,
havine; taken into our ferious confi-
deration ‘the Federal Conftitytion, agreed
upon ayd prapofed by the Deputies of tlie
United States in General Convention, held in
the city of Philadelphia, on-'the feventeenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven,
HAVE aflented to, ratified and adopted, and
by thefe prefents DO, in virtue of the pawers
and authority to US given by the people of
the faid State for that purpofe, for, and in
behalf of ourfelves and our conftituents, fully
and entirely affent to, ratify and adopt the
faid Conftitution, which is hereunto annexed,
wnder the Great Seal of the faid ‘State.
DONE, in Convention, at Augufta,
in the faid State, on the fecond
day of January, inthe ysar of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred
and eighty-eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States the
Twelfth. IN WITNESS WHERE-
OF we have hereunto fubfcribed
our names
JOHN WEREAT, Prefident,
and Delegate for the county of Ricbmeid.
William Stephens, %Ch‘”m.‘
Jofeph Haberfham,
Jcnkin Davis,
N. Brownfon,
Fdward Telfair,
H. Todd,
William Few,
James M¢Neil,
Geo. Mathews,
Florence Sullivan,
John King,

|
%
;
James Powell, g
%
§
%

Ffz’ugbam. -
Burke. -

Richmond.

Wiltes. i

John Elliott,
James Maxwell,
George Handley,
Chrifiopher Hillary,
J. Milton,
Henry Ofborue,
James Seagrove,
Jacob Weed,
Jared Irwin, _ ’
Jobn Rutherford, § Wapsingron. §
Robert Chrifimas 2
Thomas Daniell, Greene.
R. Middleton,
Aeft. ISAAC BRIGGS, S!"r{/{lr)‘-
As the laft name was figned to the Ratifi-
cation, a patty of Colonel Armftrong’s regi-
anent quartered in this town, proclaimed the
Joyful tidings oppofite the State-houfe by thire
Secu ditcharges from two pigees of asullery,

Camden,




PRESIDENTIAL ELECTOR

RECEIVED TWO VOTES
FOR PRESIDENT

-

-

W L

AUGUS T 4, May 16.

We learn from. New-York, that' ch'ths’
Gth of April, the Honorable the Coikrcfs of
the United States, having a quorom “of both
Heufes," proceeded to bufinefs.

The Senate baviag chofen his Excellency
John Langdon, Efq. prcﬁdeut, for the pur-
pofe of opening and counting the votes for
Prefident and Vice-Préfident of the United
States, agreeably to the conmtuuou, the
‘Houfe of Reprefentastives attended in the Se-
nate Chamber, wheti*his Excellency opened
and examined ‘the’ ballots of the ele@ors of
the refpeilive flates.

The whole number of fuffrages was 69,
and’ it appeared that his Excéllency George:
Wathington, Efq. was unanimoufly ele@ed.
His Excejlency John Adams had 3¢ votes—
. the Hon. john jay g—the Hon. R. H. Harri-
fon 6 —the Hon. ]ohn Rutledge 6—his Ex-
cgllency john Hancock g4—his Excellency
George Clinton 3<his Excellency Samuel
Hantington 2~ John Milton, Efq. 2—James
Armﬂrdng, Efq. |--EdWard Telfair, Efg. 1,

The illuftrious George Waﬂnngton, Efg.
was then announced Prefident of the United

States of America, and his Excellen‘ty John
Adams, Efg, Vice-Prefident.




JOHN MILTON
OBITUARY

PASSED AWAY
OCTOBER 17, 1817

AUGUSTA HERALD.

FRIDAY, NOYEMBER 13, 1817.

- —— e —_— - —

et S PR AT IR P TP O T

DIEY), at Papan-araw, in Burke eoun-
ty, on the 19th ult. aged 61 years, Col. Joun
MivLrox, one of the Soldiers of the Revolu-
tion.—At an early age, Col. Milton, receiy
ed a eommission in the army, which he bore
| to the conelusion of the war, a period of about
seven years. Yor upwards of twenty years,
lie held the offiee of Secretary of this State.
. Both in public and private life, Col. Mil-
ton, was irreproachable—and he has left a
namerous circle of friends as well as an af-
flicted family, to mourn his loss.

— —— i S ——-— R
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FAMILY TREE AND LEGACY

e John Milton - The poet. Is he or isn’t he?
* |S related — Christopher Milton the younger brother of John Milton the poet

_. ace. 5 ".'k' ? B
L e
g




FAMILY DESCENDANTS

* Homer Virgil Milton — Lt Col in war of 1812
» State Sen. Appears elected to Congress 1 term. Gold mine.
* John Milton — Governor of Florida during Civil War, Death
* William Hall Milton — US Senator - FL

* Jeff Davis Milton — Texas Ranger — “A Good Man With A Gun”
First USCBP Officer - 1924

e Susan Cobb Atkinson — 15t Lady of GA Gov. Atkinson (1894-8) and the
Post Mistress of Newnan, GA

e Founder of Georgia Normal & Industrial College — Milledgeville (1899)
Today is Georgia College & State University

* Numerous Others Served in Military



MILTON COUNTY AND CITY

* County
 Formed 1857 — Legislature/Book — boundaries
e Disbanded and absorbed by Fulton County in 1932
* The Debate

 What was the originally proposed name for Alpharetta?



» L county at
- ¢ of Milton >
This. was HER OB irea withy Eulton  County

the time it" was mergce
County was created by
it was

Jan. 1, 1932. When' the

Act of the Legislature: Dec. 1S, 1857, <
named  for. Homer: Vi Milton, Generall in the
tholigh 'some. claim. the iname was
first® Secreiary

War of '181Z;
for this. dancestor. John = Milton, t
the first County

of State lof Georgia. ‘Among
Sheriff. ' dames® €. Mitchell;

é)ffilc(ersf werces
lerk of Superior Court dJoseph W. ' d -
Clerk of InferioriGourt dJohn ‘i Moor'g-hnét‘?iri\;
nary Oliver P. Skelton; Tax Receiver Bérnabas
B. Johnson; Tax Collector John K. C. Shirley-
Treasurer John P. Reaves; Coroner H.W. P 2
and Surveyor William Young. S

05 S
GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION




Cherokee Adbance
July 17, 1891

{38 CHEROKEE ADVANCE |

ENTABL l!"l- n IQQO

et —————

PUBLllHED EVERY FRIDA Y

BF.I P PERRY Editor lnd Propr.ot_or

ONKE Il“l LAR l‘l"" ST EAN.

U;;:.v.r (Organ Cherokee County

—— T — . —_— .

Advertise in the Advance
IFYou WANT TO REACH

N MEN
AT T l:RIGHTn ME
IN THE WAY
AND BRING PBUSINESS TO YOV.
lfanlon lfma July 17, 1891,
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Cherokee Adbance — Qugqust 7, 1891

—— e e e A+

lmy AND pon wHon WD now
l WAN MILTON COUNTY NAMED?

——

For some weeks the  Alpharetta
Free Press, throngh its  editor and
contributors, has had mach to say
I coneernin how  Milton  connty
‘eamo by her name.  Some clanm
that sbe was named for Milton, the
poety others for Milton, & noted i
dian warrior, and others seem  to
give equally as good and plansilte
reasons that sho was named becanee
of some ather chrenmstance S
rounding.
Editor D_D._ MeConnell, of 1he ‘
Vernon, Tex., C'all, a former citizen
of this county, writes the Free 1% oss
s tollows:
| 1 onoticed that there isa epnutroversy
and a dilteronee of  opinion as to o
whom the connty of - Milton was named
My father, Milton  MeCounelly, whois
P} veteran of the Mexican wir and wis wlier
| that war elected o genern] of Bhe wilitin
1| of Cherokee pounty, wlls moe Mt Law
son Peld and Joshiug Boherts vopresont
lml Cherokee county in the legislatuio
when Milton county was made, aod they
told him they would and did wame i
¢ | vounty Milton for him. Jdoshua Roberts’
P widow, who dyes at Canton o Aowoith
| witl tell you these are the facty, Kl M
1| Cannell was about the oldestgscttionr i
v ' Milton county, nud he was a brother 1o
I my fathor, .\llhnll MoConnelle  The rea
sou the county was namoed  MUton and
not MeConnell, was to  distinguish b

[ tween the two, " a

8. G Lowery, writing frnlg

Fex, says be is reliabily fu

this wise;
“In ISNY
clected  State Senntor from
Ceounty aver Col. Milton MeCon
. ! ll]n]nlll.'ll(.
[ dieed w bill in the legislature to
Leonnty, to he taken from Chervok
At Forsyth conntios,
o Fields was asked what
give to the new connty

nime

CMiltan MeConnell,t

‘ Oor D In MeConnell’s version )

u‘.‘du.

A Editor Hncker says,

father's name
Milton is & nickname,”

' ‘e have horotofore tak
l'i:n this 0ONLIOVErsyY, '
togive the versions of the
Clwriters, but we wil '
, | to way that the above tw

| Connell belieyes ho is vight
but we sannal aeree with ﬁ
isJ. O Me

are correct and that the ney e

ceived Der pumo o the manne
;f‘u:»oullnnud. ) wrong
« | osaying Milton is a nickname and
t|not the real name of Mr, MaConnell

—thit bis right name is Js C. Me
.| Coonell. Mr. McConnell's name is
¢ Samuel Mikon MceConnelly so we
\ | are in e un htoto
. Know,

Capt. Lawson l*«'

After this Capt. Fil

Dallies
tormed

Uit Milton oounty was - ngied in

e was
|||'In‘.n
nell, his
I8 it

creato o
e Uy bl

At the time Capt
g would

||u‘nm.-..-.l,

Wil vaige it Milton, in ||ulh|‘ of (ol

i Me
hout it,
Hoellis
‘onnell.

u

Nome of our  oldest  cltizens say
thut the race made in 1557 by M
Conoell and Fields was made on
the issue of forming & new county.
' MceConnell was  opposed  to and

Fields fuvored it .uu\. ina spegch al
CHickory Flat, Fields made the usse
tion that he wonld be elected  and
Cthat he would have a new  county
| ;
.fnrmml and name her Milton and
the county site Miltonville,  Fields
was oleoted aud the coupry accord.
ingly formed and named, but fo
<ome reasan the county site was not
named Miltonville, hut  Alphacel T
Perhaps if we were ask to Low cam
the town o Lo named Alplinretta,
O howevpr el we would Tike b

|

| know, it would ouly  Leing on wore |

{
!

|
|
|
|

; talk,
The versions

and Instances we

L have gjted above are veritied by |

-(others,—by  reveral of our oldes!
|»uul best informed  eitizens,
Toasley wayw ut the timme the county
lw;w cronted Cherokee county (Mil

| Lawson Fields was Sorator
Joshua Roberts and  Kev, W,
| Worley representatives.

il

Judge |

|
|
|
|

ton wis then a part of Lhis county ) |

\\'l

-

l

|
|
|

|

|

!

|

o

Bro. Rucker, however, is inclined |

Cto diseard the suggestions of Mr,

MeConnell and Mr. Lowery and
ching to that of Col. Capdler, who |
siays the county was named {ar Capt |
John Milton, a Reyvolublonary  pa
triot of the ALaurioai niny, awnd
cites et il and Highop Stearn’s
Fisborios ol U(!-'l‘“i‘-t s proof of his 1
amsertion, ‘

Now, who is to settle this vey
plexed question,  Won't gan Leg
islintor of '-'{':: TRV 39 '



Cherokee Adbance

September 11, 1891

.

Milton Conng’u Name Once
ore.

Brother Perry, of the ApvancCe,
insists that Milton county was nam-
ed in honor ot Mr. Milton McCon.
nell, ‘T'here is no reason in the
world for such a belief. Men who
are victorious in # good cause do
not name cities or counties in  hon.
or of men who failed in a bad cause.
It i8 nonscnse to suppose that Mr,
Lawson lields would have worked
hard to defeat Mr. McConnell, and
then turn round and lick bis hand
by naming Milton county in his
honor. We should like to have Col.
Candler give us ull the facts he
possesses in connection with this

matter.—Alpharetta Free Press.

campaign pledge and in honor of

2 l

Oh, no, Bro. Rucker, we o not
insist upon anything of the sort.
We merely gave you and our read
ers the way in which Milton county
got its names a8 remembered b
man¥ of our oldest citizens, who af-
firm that it was named just as we
and they have already stated.  DBat
when you sueceed in showing that |
the good citizans of this county who |,
are positive in saying the county
war named for Milton MeConnell
and in the manner we have belore
stated are in error and that the
county was named for another mull
better reason, then we will no lon-
ger contend that] the version they
give is correct.  For the present,
however, we prefer to believe with
them that the county was named by }
Lawson Fields to  carry out a

his friend,though political opponent,
Milton McConnell, However we
would like to see what Col. Can-

| dler has to say about the naming

o' Milton from an historical point of
view,

- - - - e -—



Cherokee Adbance

October 9, 1891
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| The lhm of the Naming of

Milton County-

Col. Candler furnishes the press
with the following facts ax  he has
them concerning the forming aud
naming of Milton sounty. It looks
like he bas the record on his side,
and very probably the version he

ives I8 correct notwithatanding it
5ﬂem with the recollection of some
of our citizens, Col. Candler sa)s:

“In the ]
in Milledgeville on the first Monda
in Nevember, 1857, Lawson Fields
was the senator from Cherokee
county. At that time each county
had a senator,

“On the 10th of November, 1857,
Senator Fields introdnced in the
senate & bill to lay out a new county
from the counties of Cherokee, For.
syth and Cobb, When the bill came
up 01 its passage in the senate John
K. Ward, the senator from the coun.
ty of Chatham, who was United
States minister to China whan the

war of secession began, moved that |

the new county be named Milton

egislature which assembled !

and the county site Miltonville, ITis

1
n

¢

I8

and the county site Miltonville. ITis Pk-
\

motion prevailed and the bill, thus
amended, pussed the senate. (See
senate journal 1857, page 145.) The
bill then went to the house, and on
the 11th of December it came up
tor its third reading in that body
and was defeated.  On the morning

“|of the next day (the 12th of Decem. |
her) Mr, Worley, one of the repre.

sentatives from Cherokee, moved to
reconsider the vote by which the
bill was lost, and his motion pre.
valled and the bill went back on the
calendar, On tho 156th, three days
later, it came up again and passed
by & vote of 66 yeas and 57 nays. |

1 T'he name Miltonville as the name

of the town was stricken out in the
house, but the name Miltn for the
county was agreed to unsnimously
by boih houses. Thus Milton coun
ty got its name. Lawson Fields,
who was the author of the bill to
make the county, and who was my
brother-in-law—the husband of my
nldest sister,—did not name the
county at all, but John E, Ward did
It had always been the custom of
Georgia to perpetuate the memory
of her distinguished sons and public
servants by namiog oounties after

them, Captain John Milton, who

them, Captain John Milton, who
hnd Arst distinguished himsell us a
soldier in the early part of the war
of the revolution, and afterwards,
when secretary of state, by preservy-
ing records of the state when Sa.
vannah fell into the hands of the

connty, from which Ward was the

"I senator,

“In view of theso facts nothing is
more probable than that Ward nnin-
adl the county Milton to perpetuate
Lhe memory of the gallant  Captain

| Miltan, who lived and died in Chat-

him, Ward’s own county, and who
hidd done the state invaluable ser-
fim both as & military and a civil

Meer
tion.”

- - = -

Biritish, was a citizen of Chatham -

doring snd‘dw the revolu-




Cherokee Adbance
P ovember 6,1891

"

A great deal has been said in
the papers of this section about
the naming of Milton county. In
order to get the views of one of the
interested parties, we wrote Sam.
nel Milton McConnell, who nuw+
lives in Texas, a few days ago, ard
this is what he wrote in reply:

4 “You ask if Milton county was

named for me. It was, if Lawson
Ficlds' word is to be taken for any-
thing. Fields said, before the

[ county was named, that it would]
be pamed Milton; and, when the|,

bill was before the Senate, he told

. m?' brother, Eli, that he ‘had nam.
edt

he county for Milton, which

would plague him." 1do not know ||

Mr. Rucker, of the Free Press, but
Elsa Rucker was always against

|me. Some time about 1848 Capt

Elsa Rucker and Gen'l Rice had
some words, and Rucker blamed

me to some extent for the matter,” ||

So, according to Mr, McConnell's

‘|understanding, Milton county was

named for him.

. ——

| N R




FROM THE GEORGIA ACHIEVES Nov 24 - Sen. Ward amends
1857 LEGISLATIVE SESSION bill to be name Milton and

county seat....Miltonville.
Passes 46-40

Nov 10 Sen Fields Introduces Bill

Dec 11 - Bill fails to pass in
the House 55-65

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10th, 1857, 49

s fr. President=—Tho IHonse of Reprosentativ
passe the following bl e % L

Ty " A bill to be entitled an aet to amend an act entitled “a
1 to organize and establish & Criminal Court in the eities of

tulumbus, Macon, Atlanta and Rome, and to define its

jurisdiction.”
‘On motion of Mr. Harris of Worth, the Senate adjourn-
o until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock,

e 3 e
1o b

TUESDAY, NOVEMBEF 5
e o e Mechaste, Fir
O fw caiain public
B il b e w0 L5
1 Bay of March 1 i
3 Stavis, s
v rosd the
: Thrisooe from the Co
duly enrolled and i
s and mady Tt i
B Seae, e ollowlog WHIE o uadit i)
Al o et 8110 S it
gkt

| it wos i de 8 JOURNAL OF TIIE Hops,
. Senate met according to adjournment. Hon, Wm, M.
2 Brown, President Pro-tem, in the chair, boF
M. Stribling, requested leave of absence fora few days
which was granted. 2
M. Harris, of Worth, offered the following resolution’s
Resolved, That both’ branches of the General Assembly,
meet in the Representative Hall, on Wednesday, 11th inst,
at 12 o'clock, ML to elect a State Printer for the years, 1859
and 1860, which resolution was taken up, read and agreed to.
Mr. Cone, moved that the joint resolution, in relation to
bringing onthe election of a State Printer, be immediately
communicated to the House of Representatives, which was
agreed 10, c
Mr. Fields, offered the following resolution, whicl was

ek Railced C
e powers o il

Gaitlan,

Repuai

A g Robiasers v

o o il | bl Tt Yo

e .ﬂ' . ,'“:i'w o .ﬂ-‘ ;‘“ el i et adjourn untit 16 oelick e mor

o by s ke by, o g ™% D adjournad: unel 18- ookt marow
i apecifc X

read :

Resolved, That the Senate entertain no bill during this
session, to 1 hurch i demi
schoals, volunteer military companies, theatre: companies,
reading companies, hotel companies, bridge and ferry com-
panies, in as much as the Legislature of this State, in the year
1843, passed an act, delegating the power to the Superior
and Inferior Courts of the several counties of this State,
10 grant such incorporations as isabove stated in this resolu-

tion,
Mr. Pields introduced a billi: to'be entitled an act to lay e
outa new county, from the connties of Cherokee, Cobb and
Forsyth, and_ for other: purposes therein spocified. Which
was read the first time. o i
Mr. Buchanan, introduced a bill, to be entitled ' an act, 10
anthiorize Joseph . Dent, John T. Dent,executors of the hs‘;
will and testament of Willram B. W. Dent, deecased, 1o sel
the estate of said William BW. ?-ﬂ,
e at privato sale, and to make legal nnd valid'‘con=
Veyances for the sariie, which was read the first duio. "
. Mr Atkinson introduced & Bill to b entitied unm
" providsfor: fhe payment of jurors in the couuty of Caibde
“Which ras read ! firsttime, s sr SN

Sy,
= lay e bl g i

et L2
e et v syt 1 il s rend 2 3
e s Bt Py
ok M. Sy < Towr, e rlen et T Rk it
et G, eqossiog o Serators b BN T, Joss,
5 lmoeiop ouc Setalrs B Y S,
Gty O o e i 5 Bl s, Siush of Gl
S st o sl e g Kl it LI
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b voed in v afiesastive un

Mexsry
v

Srois ks o the BN TRt
Sfor e rliefof Anideww T aws,

Dec 15 — House passes bill for

st roud hrws of this State,
P o 2 et oo, 4
e 3 Prirsdiad

Fortuer, MoGregor, o o Bl o empover e T i Tubrce Cou i H .
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MILTON COUNTY WAS NAMED
FOR JOHN MILTON

AND SO IS THE CITY OF
MILTON, GA



ANNOUNCEMENT



APPOINTMENT OF
JUSTUS HARTMAN
SHEUBER AS NOTARY
AND TABELLION BY
GOVERNOR TELFAIR

FEBRUARY 13, 1786
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GOVERNOR
JACKSON'’S
CONCERN FOR
SECURITY AT
GOVERNOR’S
MANSION

FEBRUARY 7, 1798
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Courtesy of Jim Farris
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HONORING JOHN MILTON

* RESEARCH
* Find John Milton’s resting place
* Portrait/Image

* PRESERVE THE JOHN MILTON LEGACY
 City’s Website
Historic Marker
Signature
Education
Veteran Cross — Milton Veteran Memorial Markers
250" Anniversary of The Declaration of Independence
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