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HISTORY OF THE DARRACOTT-WALLICE HOUSE

13560 COGBURN ROAD, MILTON, GEORGIA

The Land

The land on which the house at 13560 Cogburn Road sits was once part of the
Cherokee Nation, that vast tract of land which stretched within Georgia from
the borders of Alabama and Tennessee to the city of Alpharetta. In 1831 the

last of the Cherokee Nation was removed from the land in what is known as the
Trail of Tears, and Cherokee County was created.

In 1832, the Georgia General Assembly acknowledged that so large a tract of
land for one county was unwieldly and, therefore, split the area into ten
smaller counties. The county where our house is located retained the name of

Cherokee County.

In 1857, the Georgia General Assembly created the new county of Milton.
Chartered on March 23, 1858, Milton County eventually gained land from
Cherokee, DeKalb, Gwinnett, and Forsyth Counties.

The first known transfer of title is from James G. Bowan to Jesse Webb on July

28, 1880. This consisted of 120 acres which included the subject land. The
price was $700, indicating a per acre price of $5.83/acre. (Milton County deed

book I, pages 33 and 34)

Jesse and Sophrona Webb owned the property until December 24, 1907, when
they sold 113 acres, including the subject, for $2,100, or $18.58/acre. (Milton

County deed book J, page 87.) A further history of the transfer of title is

included in the Addenda.

During the great depression of 1929, Milton County suffered economically to
the point of bankruptcy and requested that Fulton County absorb it. Thus,
Milton County became part of Fulton County in 1932.

The  House
Accord ing to  the Fu l ton County  Tax Assessor ,  the house was const ruc ted c i rca

1900.  The  exac t  year  i s  unknown.  H is to r i ca l  in fo rmat ion  was  los t  when Mi l ton

Coun ty  was  inco rpo ra ted  in to  Fu l ton  Coun ty .



In August 1936 M. F. Brown purchased the property from Joda H. Haney for

$1,000. In January 1937, M. F. Brown borrowed $1,250 from Frank Hall  using
the subject as collateral. The term of the loan was ten months at 8% interest.

In 1943, D. H. Strickland purchased the property from M. F. Brown for $1,500.
Two years later in 1945, D. H. Strickland sold it for $2,200 and realized a gross
profit of $700, not a bad investment for the time!

Mr. Strickland sold the property to J. H. Darracott who, along with his wife,
Ruby, renovated the then decrepit house, adding an additional room and
bathroom. The Darracotts gave the house a second life by making it into a
home where they raised their family. In 1995, the Darracott family sold the
house and land to St. Aidan's Church of Alpharetta.

St. Aidan's Ownership

St Aidan's completely renovated the house a second time. (See the attached
article describing the renovations and the members' efforts.) As the article
describes, the renovations included a new roof, exterior siding, flooring,
windows, insulation, and painting. A parishioner, Eric Evans, extensively
renovated the kitchen and added a patio. Another parishioner, Curtis Mills,
donated significantly towards the renovations. Mr. Mills made the contribution
in memory of his good friend, John Wallice, who was killed in the 2001
bombing of the World Trade Center. Thus began the third life of this old house.

Immediately after purchase, the church used the house as offices. In
subsequent years, the men's group gathered there for their weekly
meetings. Especially important to the church was the use of the house by the

youth group. The young people, mostly teenagers, considered the house to be
their personal space. An old barn was located on the site. The church used it

for a nativity scene one year prior to its demolition. A photograph of the young
people on the barn's frame is included in the Addenda.

In t ime, the church buil t  a sanctuary, new off ices, a social hall ,  adult

classrooms and a pre-school. The house became of less and less importance to

the functioning of the church. However, many parishioners hold a special place

in their hearts for the house even to this day. And, of course, it remains a
memorial to John Wallice in remembrance of "September Eleven."



T h e  F u t u r e

So,  we come to  the present  wi th  an eye to  the fu ture.  P lans are under  way by

Cur t is  Mi l ls  to  re locate  and remodel  the house.  I ts  new locat ion wi l l  be a t  the

in te rsec t ion  o f  B i rm ingham Hwy.  and  B i rm ingham Road  in  M i l t on  on  the  same

s i te  as  the  7  Acres  res tauran t .  I t s  in tended use  i s  as  a  b reak fas t / lunch

res tauran t .  And  so  w i l l  beg in  the  four th  l i f e  fo r  th i s  o ld  house .  Qu i te  a  h is to ry
fo r  wha t  s ta r ted  ou t  as  such  a  humb le  s t ruc tu re !
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13560 Cogburn Road - c 1995

N e c t a

Darracott Family - c 1952

In Front of 13560 Cogburn Road

13560 Cogburn Road - c 1952

James Howard and Ruby Elvie Darracott

Prior to 1945
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Front of 13560 Cogburn Road - May 2023



Rear of 13560 Cogburn Road - May 2023



L I v e
N a t i v i t y

11/17/95

Old Barn at 13560 Cogburn Road



St.  Aidan's Youth at  Demol i t ion Of Old Barn



C h u r c h  u n i t e s  f o r  r e n o v a t i o n

Y o u t h  h o u s e  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  1 8 9 0 s  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 s ,  i s  b u i l t  o f
the rough hewn oak that popBy JASON WRIGHT

noticed the many renovations ulates the roughly 19-acre site/wnght@northfulton.com
taking place at the old cottage the church sits on today.www.northfulton.com
that sits in front of St. Aidan's

Used as a Rectory office and
MILTON - Neighbors Episcopal Church. youth meeting space since theThe cottage, which church church bought the property inJogburn Road have no doubt

organizers believe dates back 1993, the decision to renovate
the cottage was tossed around
for years.

"We toyed around with it
for a long time," said church
member Betsy Jones."We'd
ask, 'Could we afford to reno-
vate this?"

See CHURCH, Page 24

JASON WRIGHT, www.northfulton.com
Jaclyn Nix, left, and Alexis Biondi do their part to spruce up
the cottage in front of St. Aidan's Episcopal Church on CogburnRoad.
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C h u r c h :  D a t e s  t o  1 8 9 0 ' s

Continued from Page 5 Wood said church organiz. people."
That answer came, said

Rector RobWood,
ers wanted to make the most

w h e n

So work began. First was a
of their money and time. new roof, put on by a contrac-

member of the parish quietly We started asking, What tor for $12,000. In early June
dunated money to spruce it can we do with the talents in church member Chuck John-
up in bonor of a victim of the the parish? he said."We've son and a group of retired pa-
Sept. 11 attacks. had a really good group of rishioners began working on

the exterior renovations - and
the job got bigger by the day.

The bones o f t h e house
were in good shape, said John-
son,but the problem became
one of knowing where to stop.

"At first it was a little paint
here, a little putty there," he
said. " B u t then w e started
coming up on some pretty se- JASON WRIGNT/www.northtulton.com

St. Aidan's church member Chuck Johnson shows off the sid-
nous-deterioration. ing on the cottage the community renovated. Johnson worked

So off came all the siding,
both from the original 40-foot- countless hours on the project, leading members to deem it his'labor of love.
by 40-foot domicile, plus the
L-shaped expansion neigh- the grounds. comfortable and feel like it's
bors believe was put on after More t h a n 5 0 members theirs."
Worid War II. of St. Aidan's showed up for As members buzzed around

Inside, t h eh o u s e was the day of work, contributing nailing, painting and spread-
painted and got new floors. more than 1,000 man hours to ing pine straw, the smile on
Y'orkers also added insula- the project. Now the church's Wood's face said it all

tion, put on new bundled cy. youth groups will have a space "It's great to come and see
press siding for a classic look, all their own. everyone working together as
replaced al l  the doors and "We wanted this house a church, everyone of all ages,"
windows and, on Aug. 15, got to be up and running for a he said. "We've gotten it done
together to slap on a fresh coat good ministry," he said. "For real quick because so many
of exterior paint and gussy up the teens, we want it to be people have come out here."



T H I S  C O T T A G E  W A S  R E N O V A T E D
I N  2 0 0 9  T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

A N D  I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  O F

J O H N  W A L L I C E

WHO DIED IN THE
W O R L D  T R A D E  C E N T E R  A T T A C K S

O N  S E P T E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 0 1

1  a o  R e s u R r e c T i o n  a n d  l a m  l i f e , s a y s T h e  L o R d
W h o e r e r  h a s  f a r t h  i n m e  s h a l l  h a v e  l i f e ,

e v e n  T h o u g h  h e  d i e .
a n d  b a s  c o m m i t r e d  h i a s e l f  t oA n d  e v e x y o n e  w h o  b a s  b b a t t

m e  I n  F a i T h .
MOT d ie  FOR eVER.
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Transfer of Title (Deed Search)

James G. Bowan sold 120 acres, including the subject, to Jesse Webb on July 28, 1880 for $700.
(Milton County deed book I, pages 33 and 34.)

Jesse Webb and Sophrona Webb sold 113.5 acres, including the subject, to J. L. Anderson on
December 24, 1907 for $2,000. (Milton County deed book J, page 87.)

J. L. Anderson sold 52.75 acres, including the subject, to J. F. and T. O. Williams on November 22,
? 1911 for $2,100. (Milton County deed book K, page 180.)

J. F. and T. O. Williams sold the 30 acres subject to Susie Harrell on December 11, 1915 for $600.
(Milton County deed book K, page 179.)

Susie Harrell, guardian of Susie Harrell sold the subject 30 acres to J. B. Williams on November

28, 1919 (Milton County deed book K, page 479.)

November 28, 1919 to August 5, 1936 - Not yet found. Research continues.

M. F. Brown granted to Joda H. Haney in consideration of $10.00. As a further consideration the
grantee herein agrees to maintain a home for the grantor for his lifetime in said property.

Joda H. Haney sold the property to M. F. Brown on August 5, 1936 for $1,000. (Fulton County
deed book 1480, page 566

M. F. Brown sold the property to D. H. Strickland on January 16, 1943 for $1,500. (Fulton
County deed book 1938, page 182)

D. H. Strickland sold the property to J. H. Darrocott (sic) on August 15, 1945 for $2,200. (Fulton
County deed book 2056, page 363)

J. H. Darracott left the property to Ruby Elvie Darracott sometime before 1987.

Ruby Elvie Darracott, in turn, left it to Auburn Ray Darracott, Elise D. Jones, Willi Mace D.
Williams, Howard Winston Darracott and George Egbert Darracott.

Auburn Ray Darracott, George Egbert Darracott, Howard Winston Darracott, Elise D. Jones and

Willie Mace D. Williams sold the property, some 18.39 acres, to St. Aidan's Church of Alpharetta,
Inc. in 1995.
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F U L T O N  C O U N T Y
Board of Assessors

Recent Sales in Neighborhood
Recent Sales in Area Previous Parcel Next Parcel Field Definit ions Return to Main Search Fulton Home

O w n e r  a n d  P a r c e l  I n f o r m a t i o n

SAINT AIDENS CH OF ALPHARETTAOwner Name

Mailing Address

L o c a t i o n  A d d r e s s

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n

P r o p e r t y  C l a s s

N e i g h b o r h o o d

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n

I N C

13560 COGBURN RD

ALPHARETTA, GA 30004-2506

13560 COGBURN RD

A G 1

E2-Exempt -  Churches

2 2 0 0

T o d a y ' s  D a t e

Parcel Number
Tax District
Zoning
Acres

Parcel Map

Homestead

January  10,  2016

2 2  5 0 9 0 0 9 0 5 0 5 0 5

56
AG1
20.74

Show Parcel Map /

N

Year
2015

L U C

6 2 0

CLASS

E 2

Assessmen t  I n fo rma t ion

Land Value

$ 338,000

Show Historical Assessments
Building Value Total Value

$ 690,300 $ 1,028,300
Assessed Value

$ 0

Land  Type

A

Land Code
1

L a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

Description Square Feet
43,560
859,874

Acreage
1

19.74

P r i c e
$ 38,920

$ 299,040

Improvement Information
Exter iorC a r d

1

G a r a g e
S q f t

S t o r i e s

1

G a r a g e  T y p e

Wall Style Year Built Res SqFt BasementTotal Bsmt Finished

FRAME CONVENTIONAL 1900 1,272
Sqft Bsmt Sqft

CRAWL

Total Bedrooms Full Bath/HalfRooms Bath Attic Idditional HeatingFixtures System Heat
5 2 1/0 NONE NONE NON

CENTRAL

Total Masonry Heating Pre Fab Split Miscellaneous
Fixtures Fireplaces Fuel Type Fireplace Level/Foyer Feature Miscellaneous Feature 2

5 2 GAS

Grade Factor: C- 0.92 Cost/Design Factor: 0% CDU: GD

Building Sketch Enlarge Sketch

http://qpublic9.qpublic.net/ga_display_dw.php?county=ga_fulton&KEY=22+509009050505 1/10/2016
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L8 B 1 0

3 6

co lo r
A

B

A r e a  T y p e  D e s c r i p t i o n |  S q u a r e  F e e t

M A I N  A R E A 1 2 7 2

O F P  O P E N  F R A M E  P O R C H 3 6 0

D e s c r i p t i o n

Accesso ry  I n fo rma t i on
Y e a r  B u i l t A r e a

N o  a c c e s s o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p a r c e l .

Grade V a l u e

S a l e  D a t e S a l e  P r i c e I n s t r u m e n t D e e d  B o o k

1 9 9 5 - 0 6 - 2 1  $  3 4 2 , 0 5 4 1 9 7 0 2

S a l e  I n f o r m a t i o n

D e e d  P a g e  S a l e  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n

4 1 Unqua l i f i ed

V a l i d i t y

0-Valid Sale

G r a n t e e G r a n t o r

Recent Sales in Neighborhood Previous Parcel Next Parcel Field Definitions Return to Main Search Page Fulton Home
Recent Sales in Area

Provideo or makes her, to to produce the mont Accurate in ration on for li ax arran in express it is to, are
urrent tax year which began January ist of this calendar year. Value and characteristic parcel data on this site does not reflec
hanges due to documents recorded after January 1st however sales information may be displayed to show recent sales. Websit

Updated: December 28, 2015
© 2011 by the County of Fulton, GA | Website design by gpublic.net

http://apublic9.qpublic.net/ga_display_dw.php?county=gaa_fulton&KEY=22+509009050505 1/10/2016
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Controls

Available Layers

V Parcels

V a m e r a n s

Parcel Numbers

7 Address #

? Yearty Sales

& Roads

F l o o d  M a p

Lakes & Rivers

_oonParcel center on Additional Options
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2410
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2 3 4 0

23602370 2380
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2 3 3 5

2390
240°2410

H o p e w e l l  P I
2420

2 3 4 5 2355 2375
2 4 3 0

2 0 0
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2665

2 6 5 5

1 3 4 5 0

1 3 3 4 0

1260
4 3 5 4 1 5

1 3 5 6 0

- 1 3 6 6

13630

13600/

C o g b u r

1 2 5

1 3 4 0 5

13385 130
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4 0 5 1 2 7 0
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Fulton County makes every effort to produce the most accurate information possible. No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the data herein, its use or interpretation. The ass

http://qpublic9.qpublic.net/qpmap4/map.php?county=ga_fulton&parcel='22 50900905050?? 1/10/2016


