Refer to No.
U. S. S. BLACK HAWK
Asiatic Station
Via Seattle, Washington

Shanghai, China,
25 February 1932.

Dear Charlie:-

I've got a flock of different stamps
‘here which I collected for you, and looking through them
tonight I thought now would be a good time to write and
say hello and how are you anmd all the family. Helyn re-
ceives letters quite regularly from your mother and always
sends me the news from Mattapoisett in her letters or sends
the letters from Matta right on to me. I enjoy them real
much, and Helyn does too, end many is the time we sit to-
gether and recall the good time we had while in lMatta.
While down in Menila in the dead of winter it was "just
Pleasant"during the evenings, the days were quite warm, and
we were usually lathered in sweat, we often remarked that
it would be a real pleasure to be back in Massachysetts or
dear o0ld Pennsylvania for some snow and cold weether. I
cer tainly miss it. But on the other hand we are now in
Shanghai. That is, I em along with the ship, = Helyn and
Lionel remained in Sheaghkes Menila. It is plenty cold up
here and is not to be compared with Menila except to state
that the change within six days was quite sudden and took
our breath away. The average temperatuwre since our arrival
on the 9th of this month, has been sabout 35 degrees. Only
Qne or two days did it drop down to about 26 degrees.

Since ouwr arrival Helyn, in her letters,
states that the climate in Msnile is beocming warmer. Fut
I do not enwy her. She reparts all 0.X. down there with her
and Lionel; that she has finished taking her typhoid shots
and that Lionel just started taking his, also his wvacination.
Due to the existing situation in and around Shanghai. Helym
will not be up here until it abates or is finished entirely.
And our prospects of retwning to llanila are very slim, as
this evening's paper states thet the Japs are btringing in
more troops to repel the Chinese. It certainly is a hashed
up affair in many ways, and it is felt that if the U.S. and
the other great powers do not teke action socon why there will
be another great war.
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. At present time we are tied up alongside the
Chinese Merchants Wharf, East. in the Thapgpoo river. This
wharf is on the opposite side of the city of Shanghai, this
part being known as the "Chinese City". We have guite a few
entertainers come down "ship side"” every other day or so and
exhibiting their skill at slight-of-hand and acrotatics. Some
of the troupes consist of only ome man in charge of a group of
small boys - boys who probatly are not mcare then eight years
of age. One fellow who comes quite regularly has a stunt
where he pulls a live snake through his nostrils and lets it
protude from his mouth, the snakes head either rapped around
his ear or dangling from his mouth. This is a most gruesome
sight at first. +‘hen there ere other Chinese who come aboard
(after ottaining a pass, of course) and sell their weares.
Shoes, hosiery, newspapers, postage stamps (Chinese} (the
Chinese post officey here being closed tne best part of the
time and mail is not to be entrusted with them); then we have
others who take care of our laundry and stillothers who press
our clothes. They do real good gobs for § very small price.
And still ere quite content with their prices.

At this wharf there are 2 number of mm warehouses
mostly £illed with greains and flour. We see the Chinese carry-
ing this grain and flour back and farth daily - unloading one
ship and loadine another which in turn takes it up the Yangtze
River and to other coast parts. "hile at work the Chinks are
usually always hurming or chanting some sort of tune, never,
apparently, tiring of either the tune or the work.

But this must be rather tiresore reading. ot
being a writer of any note I am sSOrTY that I cannot put the ring
into my wards to meke them appear as I wculd have them. On the
whole things here are quite interesting - new sights, a differ-
ent people entirely than one wauld expect to meet. Their dress
is terrible - most all Chinese are poor. These out on the dock
and running through the streets are noor. Sore dress with shoes
made of rags, burlap, or a felt shoe and without stockings -
in this cold many are in their barefeet and are very dirty.
They, to look at them and not to know, are very stout. But this
is only due to the number of clothes and cloths they have wound
around their bodies. Sorme I dare say wear &as many as four ar

five suits of clothing.
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0f course I am no reported’and am only quoting from the news-
papers and what information I pick up from others - making
all news heresay. On the other hand it is curtailing our liberty
ashore. T7e are permitted %o send ashore daily only ten per-cent
of the total crew, which from the Elack Hawk makes ebout 68 men
daily, end abaut 8 of ficers. Then our l1iterty begins from the
ship at 1:00 p.m. and expires on the dock at 6:00 p.do. Consid~-
ering that the ride to the dock takes 20 minutes you cen readily
see that there is not much time for us ashore. Liberty began
today again after it was stopped by the Commender-in-Chief last
Saturday because there were shells dropping in the International
Settlement. Also it is a known fact that fo a few of us that
the Italisn ship of wer nTibia" was struck with a Chink shell.
In a repart from our Commander -in-Chief to the Navy Department
the commending officer of the "Libia” steted he would train his

: and fire them on whoever fired oh his ship again. It seems
that these smell incidents are not so smell after all. No one
was hurt, it is repcarted, but the fact remains that an Italian
ship was gtruck with a shell regardless whether it was meant to
strike the vessel Or meant for some other object, Jap Or what
have you.

The city is patrolled with soldiers and sailors
of most all nationals. Included emong those rresent are the
pritish, French, American, Italien, Portugese, Japanese, Russian,
end probably otheTs of which I have no knowledge. Morning colors
misic tekes about ten minutes of ngtanding at attention" I
those unfartunates caught without overhead covering. :

1 was fortunate %o meke one literty so far.
There are sSo many places herTse thet ere out of bvounds that one
doesn't know whether to geep on going oT turn around and Z° tack
to the ship. Eut I was with a fellow who has been in this place
nine or ten times already and we got along quite well. The test
places &are closed - restricted area. Very few of the Chinese
shops are open for business, they affecting the Jepanese boyecott.
There are a number of British stores of all descriptions which
are open, however. Rut we did not bother to go in. ment to &
small cabaret end had a few hot-rums and then in one of those
two-wheeled carriages called rickshas for a ride about town.
Ceme to & numter of barbed wire entanglements and sand-tag barring
the way - all guarded by di fferent sailors and soldiers of gitfer-
ent nations. Then teck to the ship again.

Things here &are exceedingly cheap. Ever sO
mich cheaper than they are in the states or anywhere else, I guess.
For instance shoes and bodts (leather) - prices renge from $6.
to 815 Mex. That 1s aboat 31.50 to $4.00 gold a U.S. money,
the shoes and bocts be ing made for eacr individuals measurement.
Clothing is very cheep to0. Another thing 1is suitcases. One of
the men in the office here bought 2 suitcase of enormcus size and
wonderful leather and Pittings for Mex.218.00 or about $4.50 gold.



Oon the other side of the ship, toward the water, .
we find sampans OT small boats containing whole families. r
These people wender up and dowm the river continually, are per-
mitted ashore only during certain hours of the day and not at
night. They cook, live, sleep and - well, they live in these
voats. The women WoTrk the oars or sails as well as the men.
They depend on their chow from vhatever they ere atle to pick
up out of the river and catch from the different ships slop-
chutes. The utilize most everything and enything that they can
get hold of. And still the poor devils are happy despite all
this. They are always smiling.

A letter came in the other daywaswEd from the

- Commend er inChief asking how-meny refugees we would be able to
handle if it becomes necessary, for transportation to either
Hongkong (south china) or Memila. SO it loocks like that will
be just another one of the jobs far the Black Hawk. However,
thig is not to be construed that we are going to take them
right away. Only that the cinC wants to know now for when a
pnecessity arises. Trom “anila we transported quite & it of
amrunition, and trucks, canned foods and meats for the lMarines
and Soldiers up here. Also quentities of food stuff for the
Destroyer squedron of which the Black Jawk is tender ship. Our
trip up was quite rough and Very cold for us - on top of this

we had no radiators at a1l in the ship which were installed.

So they got busy and installed a few, then went ashore and
bought about %0 electric heaters and other material for meking
heaters, and ipstalled them. But the ship was never meant for

& navy transport, and especialy not meant for cold weather.
Prior to this time the ship has always based in Yemila during
the winter and went to Chefoo during the summer. we Were sched- -
uled to go to the Navy Yard next month (March) but this has been
cencelled and if nothing doesn't happen to breek up this fighting
soon why we expect jt will ve emnother nine months tefore going
vack to Manila far overhenl which we need tvadly.

Meny times during voth the day and night we cen
heer the fir ing from where we are located. At night we are able
to see many fires jlluminating the skies. Tust some more of the
Japs doings. Oop the wey into Shanghal we passed the fart at
Toosung - there were many Jep destroyers and eruisers lying just
off the fort; Jap planes were 1n the air and dropping tombs in-
termittently. Coming up the river we not only found the Tiver
overcrowded with shipping but along the share line mamy places
where buildings had teen burned, shattered by shell, and other
buildings erumpled to the gr-und. The Jeps seem to have 1O mercy
for poor Chinks who have nothing at 2ll to do with the affair -
killing women and children T TVoEW Of TR glong with those poor men
who are ungcle fto ge? out of the way of their bombs, etc.
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But here we are on on the fifth page - and I've told about

all I know from out this way. Why not drop me a line when

you have finished beddin' down those cattle and got the

wood cut and into the house. I sure would like to hear from
you folks up there and know all that 1s going on. Just

won't ever forget your hospitality even though I always leave
it up to Helyh to answer any 2etters received. Let's see in
her last letter she mentioned receiving one from Clara -

no I think it was Mrs. Puller - anyway the per son mentioned
that Louis was up and arourd again and got outside occasionally.
I sure am sorry for Louis and Dot and the Xidcéies and hope that
Louis gets better before the spring comes on again. He sure has
had it tough. Your youngsters were quite sick too, I hear.

Are they all well again, and going to school? Tell everybddy
that I was asking far them and hope to see them again within

a couple years - just as soon as we get tack from here anyway,
then I think I'll get something around Eoston or Newpart.

Give Helyn's best regardg too, she would have it that way were
she here to say so. Don t often get to writing and aside of
this letter to you cannot remember writing to anybody else
except to Helyn and one letter to my father, so when you see
Ted, Albert, Louis, Floyd, your ®erh+te brother whose name I
can never seem to remember and all the others, give them my
best. i

Been doing any trick wheel riding lately?

As ever yours,

ﬁ ownie. =

P.S. Helyn and I think it Pest to address any mail for either
of us BEmfomhomesm in care of myself. That is, if there 1is
a letter for her gust put my adéress on the outside of the
envelope. This is due to the many adcresces which we have
had in enila - and thet we are not sure she will stay
there for long, or when she will move. My address wille

be - U.S.S. Black Hawk, Asiatic Station,
¢c/o Postmaster, Seattle, Tashington. g
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