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The Excavations at Trimontinm

People first became aware that a rich Roman site lay under the field surfaces to
the East of Newstead when a railway cutting for the Waverley line was made there
in 1846. Pits which contained Roman artifacts were found and dug through in the
course of construction,

It was in the period 1905 to 1910 that Trimontium sprang to the forefront of
archacological attention. James Curle, a Melrose solicitor and amateur archaeologist,
excavated the site on behalf of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. His finds were
staggering, both for the artifacts found and for the amount of information he was
able to extract from the excavations.

In 1911 his prompt publication of the results in ‘A Roman Frontier Post and its People’
provided a standard reference work some fifty years ahead of its time. This is still
the most decisive work published in Scotland for that period and has now achieved
the additional cachet of being a collector’s piece.

In 1947 SirIan Richmond carried out a minor excavation on the site and re-interpreted
Curle’s findings. Parts of his interpretation were highly speculative and are subject
to modern revision.

Around the same period Dr J.K. St Joseph began developing air photography as a
tool in archaeological research. At Trimontium, this has revealed a new complex of
camps through cropmarkings. At least nine temporary camps have been recognised.

Twenty years ago the Trimontium complex was investigated by the Department of
Archaeological Sciences of Bradford University. They used the tools of the twentieth
and twenty-first century — computers plot the readings of electrical resistance and
magnetism in the ground. This gives a picture of the archaeological features under
the soil and pinpoints where best to use the trowel.

The Newstead Project began in 1989 and was planned to last five years. It was
initially directed by Dr. Rick Jones, and thereafter Dr. Simon Clarke, from the
Bradford Department of Archaeological Sciences. However, when the Borders
Regional Council decided to put Phase Three of the Melrose By-pass into operation,
the new road was planned to cut through the South Annexe of the fort, partly along
the disused railway line.

The Trimontium Trust gave evidence to the two Public Inquiries that there was bound
to be considerable archaeological knowledge held within the area to be disturbed.

In 1994 this prediction was to be proved true in the ‘rescue excavation’ when Dr.
Simon Clarke and his team excavated the sides of the old railway cutting. Forty major
archaeological features were uncovered; these included six deep pits containing a
wealth of organic material.

In 1996 Dr. Clarke returned to investigate the suspected amphitheatre and previously
un-recognised North Annexe (as page eleven reveals, the investigation was
fruitful).
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1997 saw the Bradford team complete the geophysics of the fort site. Over twenty
years later we look forward to the final report of the excavation, within our lifetime.

The Roman Army Finally Leaves Trimontium

Whenthe Romanarmy
finally abandoned
Trimontium as a base
and retreated to the
line of Hadrian’s Wall,
they left a population
which had become
partly Romanised.

In the area between
the Antonine Wall and
Hadrian’s Wall, client
kingdoms based onthe
native Votadini tribe,
were established, and
as clients of Rome,
though not Roman
citizens, the men were
allowed to bear arms
for their own defence.

That Traprain Law
was the capital of the
northern Votadini is
reasonably certain
by the finds made
from the excavations
there. Recent finds of
over three hundred
coins of the third and
fourth centuries in the
vicinity of Roxburgh
Castle, suggest that
thisstrongly defensible
site, then called
Merchidun, may have
been the capital of the
Southern Votadini.
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The Third Century

For a period around 209 AD Trimontium was re-occupied. Roman coins of this period
were found near Newstead village and the intaglio of the Emperor’s son Caracalla
was picked up inside the fort in 1998. See opposite page.

For the whole of the third century the land of Southern Scotland was patrolled by the
exploratores (frontier scouts) who kept a reassuring presence for the Romanised native
population and reported back to the Roman Army in Northumberland.

Fourth Century

The next hundred years were not peaceful. Although Rome maintained a protective eye
on the area north of Hadrian’s Wall, punitive expeditions had to be sent on frequent
occasions.

The legions had to return in strength in 305-6, 342-3, 360 and again in 367-9 when
Count Theodosius put down a serious invasion from the north, recovering a ‘province
which owed allegiance to Rome’, and called it ‘Valentia’ in honour of his Emperor.
This is claimed to be the province of client kingdoms between the walls of Hadrian
and Antonine.

Around 410 AD Rome finally conceded that Britannia was not worth the effort. The
Roman soldiers remaining became absorbed into the population,eventually establishing
the Dark Age kingdoms of Southern Scotland.

E: The Exhibition

.E: When the Trimontium museum in Melrose was planned, it was
- decided tomake it not simply adedication to the might of the Roman
O: army and the Roman soldier even though this must, of necessity,
E: be a large part of any Roman exhibition.

E: The intention was to look at the people who lived outside the fort

in the annexes, for there lived the people who serviced the needs
of the troops within the fort. Even further afield, what was the impact of a body of
foreign troops on the people already living in the area. How did it change their lives?

In the new Trimontium museum a range of stunning objects from the fort itself and
the wider historic Borders landscape are displayed alongside key pieces from private
collectors, replica objects that support greater understanding and the latest audio
visual presentations, reconstructed graphical interpretation and awe-inspiring drone
footage.
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of the Roman fort at Newstead

We are open year-round but please check website as times and days vary,
especially in the winter. We run walks, talks, events and activities. All are
advertised on the events page of our website. Follow us on social media to get
the latest news and updates as they happen, and much more.

If you would like to support and/or join the Trimontium Garrison, please visit
the donate/membership page on our website.

Vi The Trimontium Museum
- et Market Square, Melrose TD6 9PN

Website : www.trimontium.co.uk
Email : info@trimontium.co.uk

O Twitter: @ TrimontiumTrust
@ Instagram: @trimontiumtrust
o Facebook: @TheTrimontiumTrust

ol e @ Pinterest : @trimontiumtrust

Artist’s impression of an aerial view
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