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Report of the Wassermann Laboratory
for the year 1921.

The general character of the work and the number of personnel
of the Wassermann laboratory have not changed during the par .; year.
There has been, however, a noteworthy increase in the number of
tests, as indicated by the following table: —
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It is to be noticed particularly from this tabxe that the total num—

ber of tests for each succeeding year hr s shown an increase except
for 1915., This was undoubtedly due to the pandemic of influenza

Cwhich occupied largely the attention of medical men. Tn factz the
Wassermana laboratory cooperated in an experimental w.ork designed
chiefly to determine the value of influenza vaccine as a prophylaxis
against this disease.
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treated syphilis and the diagnosis of neurosyphilis.
The increase in the number of Wassermana tests (15|%) with

the present personnel has been possible only by a high GGi'iw., ?1
efficiency on the part of the individual workers. This is like­

wise true of the diagnostic tests for rabies which show rn increase

These two classes of examinrtlcns constitute approximatoly

90% of the laboratory's work.

The requests for complement fixation tests for glanders leave

decreased ow □ to the s light prevalence of this disease.
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carried on in connection with LO/iiJ. cases of
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Id .5 £ r ncn.-Tlrepresents an analysis of the incidence oi ,.. mai ried

Three ana three-quarters percent (5 J/-1.) -os i 11 v ewomen.

reaction and a doubtful reaction, leaving 95/ sh owi. l 3 n c e v 1 u en c e

of syphilis as indicated by the Wassermann test. . ulon■■J/u I

in the age groups, the incidence of positive reactions being slightly

A marked difference

the various racial groups showing as low as 0.9% among Greeks and

A detailed account of this investigation is being33/> among II eg roes.

prepared for publication in one of the current medical Journals.

Respectfully submitt ed ,
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