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Report of the Wassermarm Laboratory

for the year 1925. 

The work of the Wassermann Laboratory for the year 1923

continues to show a marked, increase in the number of its tests.

As will be noted, from Table I, which shows the work of the

Laboratory for the past five years, there were 50,455 tests for

This represents an increase

It is also satisfying to note that the efficiency of

its personnel has increased, as shown by an operating cost of

TABLE I.
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twenty-eight cents per test for the past year as contrasted, with 

thirty-one cents for 1922.
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In addition to these routine activities, the Laboratory has
spent a great deal of time on an attempt to devise a means of
preventing the decomposition of specimens of blood which are sent I

Although this study has yielded no

encouraging results, our recent investigation of the Kalin precipi­

tation test for syphilis leads us to hope that it may be substituted

aS a means for testing specimens of blood which are partially and

in some cases greatly decomposed. Our study of the Kahn test, the

Sachs-Georgi, and the Keinicko reactions has taught us that the

more, specimens of blood which

far have given reactions when subjected to the Kalm test strictly

comparable to those obtained from fresh specimens of the same blood

when tested by either the Wassermann or Kalin test. If we can
succeed in establishing the Kahn reaction for testing only decomposed
and hemolyzed specimens of blood, we shall overcome the greatest
difficulty which the Laboratory has encountered in giving reliable
service to such institutions and particularly to those practising
physicians who must resort to express or mail as a means of trans-

!

to us by mail or express.

Besides the work shown in this table the Laboratory has 

co-operated as usual with many laboratories throughout the state 

by furnishing them with materials to aid them in their attempts 

to maintain a uniform standard of excellence in the performance 

of the Wassermann reaction.

- Kahn precfni-tation method is almost strictly comparable in its 

results to those obtained in our own Wassermaim reaction. Further-

are almost completely hemolyzed thus
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Fully 15,J ©f all specimens of bloodmitting specimens to us.
sent us roach tho laboratory in a condition unsuitable for the
Vmsserraann reaction.

Respectfully submitted,
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