
A

\ Ob t osubject: £tandardiza- ion ox Wasseriaann

So Booth

Zoo tin• •.:

o Dr.
O ■> .. ' J. o

hetults oi the

J 
ilr - G 
hr. 
.-.lr. ♦ .....

•io ./right
Co Talker
J. 7/at-cers

(1) That a standard .technique was agreed upon by each oi these 
laboratorieso Thia racket them state agDiovau laboratories 
capable of determining the dis trihution of the arsphenamine 
supplied by the state under such conditions as prescribed by th© 
State Department of Health.

The text and tables herewith appended are go sori pt ion of the 
technique to be used. and the method of standardizing the roagc-itr..

Three antigens are to be used, one oi which if to be prepared, 
standardized, ana supplied by the ata to '/assarmann laboratory • 
-ihc antigen prepared by the State i: io bo supplied without cost.
It is a standardized, cholostorinized, alcoholic ox tract of the human 
neart. full directions for its use will accompany each lot dis­
tributed.
(£) 1‘hat the inter pre to tion of rose tion on the report by each oi 
the laboratories is to’be the same as that used by the state 
labors lory:- Positive indicates .-.yphilis, c:-ccpb very rarely in 
acute febrile condiTioas such as malaria and pneumonia. negative 
does not exclude syphilis. In dealing with obscure conditions 
lets than threo negatives hat liitlo diagnostic significance.
you btiul suggests syphilis. It is. the re io re, tidvis.oablo to submit 
Three or more specimens in. such a car.o, and interpret a poreistoutly 
or predominatingly doubtful reaction ce indicative oi syphilitic 
infection. Gxws tic, rector;/ me a ns t ha l t he teat w a s an s i < c c e s g 1 u 1 
either because oi the condition of specimen or some difficulty 
with the’ technique. In the latter event, the tec t will be repeated 
on the next testing day, otherwise a new specimen will be requested.
(3) it was agreed that additional moaus oi e.' U»nd a y cd. s 1 the Waster— 
mann test be made use oi, xof example: any discrepancies, in the 
r o s u 11 s obtained w i t h t he an t i e ns t. up .-lied by t he 11 a t e a nd the 
antigen originally use by the approved laboratory is to be reported 
to the ttate laboratciy. In all doubtful ease; , recourse to clinical 
History is. to be takau either bt/ tne ; tato <.02 y or the other
laboratory involved, as an aid in checking the results.
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first Meeting hold ..eb. 1^ in tt&te house. rihe following 
laboratories representing private, municipal a.d health laboratories 
including our own, sent reprotenttitives. fhese laboratories 
perform approximately 100,009 tests por year*

The laboratories represented are: 
liasBo General hospital . • 
Peter .Bent brigham hos. .
1 Io me 0 pa t hi c o sp i t a 1 . <> <>
Boston Board oi Health ....
Sias jaboratory . . . . .fr.
City Od. ox th, .orcerter. 0 -dx> 
Brockton Bd. ci' health . o .
Boston ^sboratorioa(izivsto^ 
Private .x. bora lory ♦ . . . .


